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AMAZING THINGS HAPPEN WHEN YOU SWITCH ON ONE OF 
OUR NICAM STEREO VIDEO RECORDERS. 


NICAM adds something to TV that’s never been heard of 


before in television broadcasting: digital stereo sound. 


It gives programmes a startling sense of ¥ id 


DIGITAL STEREO 


realism — films, sports events, (even soaps). 


This new standard in sound quality is happening right now, 


JUST LAUNCHED. THE NEW HR-D830 EK NICAM STEREO VIDEO RECORDER. 


thanks to JVC and the major TV broadcasting companies. 
To receive it, no special dishes or cables are necessary. 
All you need to do is connect a JVC NICAM video recorder 
to your exisiting TV and hi-fi system. 
There’s more than a remote chance you'll feel like you've 


grown a new pair of ears. 
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AMSTRAD GO FOR 
TWIN-DECK VHS VCR 


AMSTRAD WILL sell a controv- 
ersial twin-deck VHS VCR in the 
UK this autumn. Claimed to be 
the first of its type in Europe, the 
£399 ‘Double Decker’ will be 
able to record 16 hours of prog- 
rammes continuously by using 
two E240 tapes in the long play 
mode, as well as copy tape to 
tape. 

It will allow the user to record 
on one deck while watching a 
tape on the other; record two 
different TV channels onto two 
different tapes simultaneously 
and (with a cassette adaptor) 
transfer VHS-C camcorder re- 
cordings onto full-size VHS 
tapes. 

The innovatory machine also 
has a loop recording and play- 
back facility which allows se- 
quential tape recording/play- 
back for continuous operation. 
This could make the model use- 
ful for exhibitions, public presen- 
tations and security applica- 
tions. 

The Double Decker sports two 
Scart sockets and an infrared 
transmitting remote to set the 
seven event/one month timer. 

Although the Double Decker 
incorporates a Copy Guard pro- 
tection circuit, its imminent re- 
lease has predictably worried 
the video movie trade. 

BVA Director General, Nor- 
man Abbott told What Video that 
he was ‘anxious’ about its de- 
velopment because it makes 
tape to tape copying child’s play. 

‘Ostensibly,’ he said, ‘this 
machine has a legitimate use — 
for dubbing home movies — but 
| am extremely worried about 
the possibility of the machine 


being misused for making back- 
to-back copies of pre-recorded 
tapes. 

‘Although there is no evidence 
of such copying being wide- 
spread, a VCR of this type could 
encourage people to break the 
copyright laws, and deprived our 
members of business. 

‘If we discover that these 
machines are being: misused,’ 
he added, ‘we will not hesitate to 
use the full force of the law to 
bring tape pirates to book.’ 


THREE NEW ENGLISH 
CHANNELS ON ASTRA 


AT LEAST three new English 
language channels will debut on 
the second Astra satellite, say 
its Luxembourg-based owners. 

Releasing further details 
about its soon-to-be-launched 
Astra 1B satellite, Societe 
Europeenne des Satellites re- 
vealed that its ‘footprint’ will 
show a boost in power over 
Southern Spain, allowing recep- 
tion on a simple 60cm dish. 

This is seen as an important 
step in attracting Spanish broad- 
casters, and will doubtless prove 
popular with the many British 
ex-patriots who have settled in 
Spain and need large dishes to 
receive Astra’s existing chan- 
nels. 

Astra 1B is actually scheduled 
for launch in December, and will 
provide 16 channels when it 
goes on the air in the spring of 
1991, bringing the total number 
of Astra channels to 32. 

The new satellite will be co- 
located with Astra 1A at its 19° 
East orbital slot. Astra viewers 
will be able to receive these new 
channels, standards permitting, 
without new equipment. 


Amstrad’s £399 twin-deck VCR, due this 
autumn. 


WIDESCREEN 16:9 VHS 
FORMAT DEVELOPED 


AN EXISTING modification to 
the VHS format, which allows 
widescreen 16:9 ratio pictures to 
be recorded onto tape, has been 
rubber-stamped by the VHS 
camp. 

Widescreen VHS has been 
designed for use with the next 
generation of 16:9 ratio TVs (the 
first sets are due to go on sale in 
1991, from Ferguson and Phi- 
lips) and can play back wide- 
screen format pre-recorded 
movies and tape from MAC 
broadcasting satellite services. 

BSB has the capability to 
transmit feature films in wide- 
screen PAL, although this has 
yet to begin because of, as yet, 
unresolved technical hitches. 

The adaptation of VHS for 
widescreen. recording will go 
hand in hand with a modification 
of the Scart socket standard, 
which will enable new TV sets to 
automatically switch between 
display formats. The new 
second generation Scarts will 
also be able to: handle the 
20MHz required for HDTV sig- 
nals. 

Although exact technical de- 
tails are sparse at present, it 
would appear that ingenious 
compression techniques have 
been developed to enable VHS 
to record in the widescreen for- 
mat. 

Played back in a conventional 
VCR, these pictures look un- 
naturally tall and thin. However, 
when connected to a wide- 
screen set, a trigger pulse to the 
Scart corrects the image to give 


More English-language channels on the next Astra satelite. 
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a full 16:9 ratio picture. 

Inevitably, after the introduc- 
tion of widescreen TVs and 
VCRs, widescreen camcorders, 
using the same signal com- 
pression techniques, will 
follow. 

Barry Fox reports in detail on 
the latest developments in 
Widescreen VHS, on p.110 of 
this issue. 


LIGHTWEIGHT PANA- 
SONIC CAMCORDER 


PANASONIC HAS launched a 
£1000 Super VHS-C format 
camcorder with hi-fi stereo 
sound system. Called the NV- 
MS70, it’s the first Panasonic 
model in the UK to use the 
remarkable new lightweight C1 
tape transport mechanism. 

As previewed in past issues of 
What Video, the C1 greatly re- 
duced the weight and bulk asso- 
ciated with VHS-C models; fac- 
tors that had previously allowed 
the Video 8 camp to steal a lead 
in terms of compactness. 

Weighing in at just 1.15kg with 
battery (1kg without), — it’s 
claimed to be some 23 per cent 
smaller than any existing Pana- 
sonic model. 

This downsizing has been 
achieved by the reduced size of 
the tape transport mechanism 
and a new four-layer printed 
circuit board that decreases the 
space needed for electronic 
components. 

The MS70 has a variety of 
simple overrides. Although im- 
age control functions such as 
focus, iris and white balance are 
fully automatic, the mode selec- 
tor also provides for manual and 
semi-auto operation. 

Interestingly, the MS70 sees a 
departure from the celebrated 
Piezo Auto Focus, used on pre- 
vious Panasonic designs. In- 
stead of the front lens element 
being driven by a focus motor, 
the new system uses a small 
stepping motor to alter the posi- 
tion of a rear element. 

A so-called ‘Digital Al’ system 
compares the difference be- 
tween in-focus and out-of-focus 
signals coming from the imaging 
chip, and adjusts focus accord- 
ingly. 

Manual focusing is also rather 


different. Gone is the conven- 
tional ring, in its place is a 
discrete thumbwheel beneath 
the lens which adjusts the focus. 

A second thumbwheel alters 
the iris, and buttons on the side 
of the camcorder allow the 3 
speed shutter (1/50, 1/1000, 1/ 
2500 sec) and white balance to 
be set manually. 

The NV-MS70 is compatible 
with Panasonic’s new VITC 
(Vertical Interval Time Code) 
editing system. Other facilities 
include insert edit, audio dub- 
bing and a digital memory which 
allows titles to be shown in a 
staggering 192 different ways. 
There are 12- scrolling/wipe 
modes, eight colours and a 
choice of negative or positive 
display. 

Other niceties include a fader, 
6:1 power zoom and what Pana- 
sonic call a ‘Face To Face’ liquid 
crystal display. This is a panel 
on the rear of the camcorder that 
you really can’t miss — it dis- 
plays some 19 different func- 
tions, but thankfully not simul- 
taneously! 

The MS70, which has pre- 
viously been reported on in its 
MT-21 and NV-M1 guises, is 
scheduled for a full test next 
month. 


PRO-LOGIC AV AMP 
FROM PIONEER 


AS HI-FI VCRs grow in popular- 
ity and people discover the joys 
of Nicam broadcasting, the in- 
terest in AV controllers in- 
creases. 

Enter the £449 Pioneer VSA- 
730, an AV amplifier with on- 
board Dolby Pro-Logic decoder 
and front, rear and centre chan- 
nel amplification. 

Power output is quoted as 
50w for left, right and centre 
outputs and 23w for the rear 
effects channels. This is_ in- 
creased to 75w into 8 ohms 
when the amplifier is used in the 
four-channel mode. 

For those who prefer not to 
have multiple loudspeakers dot- 
ted around the room, it can also 
be used as a conventional 80w 
per channel stereo amplifier, or 
as the heart of a simple sur- 
round system. A ‘Phantom’ 
mode creates the centre speech 


Panasonic’s upcoming VHS-C MS70 camcorder 
uses the new Cl fape transport mechanism. 


channel via the left and right 
loudspeakers. 

Several surround options are 
provided. Studio, Stadium and 


Simulated are intended for 
source material not Dolby en- 
coded (such as home movies 
and non hi-fi tapes) while three- 
channel Logic. and Dolby Pro- 
Logic cater for blockbuster 
movies with stereo soundtracks. 

The delay time between front 
and rear channels is adjustable 
from 5 to 35 milliseconds; great 
fun for those who seek to trans- 
form their lounge into the Royal 
Albert Hall. 

Also available is an acoustic 
memory which allows the user to 
store preferred surround, tone 
and balance settings, a ‘direct’ 
mode switch and a learning re- 
mote handset. 

A total of five separate audio 
and video inputs are provided, 
allowing a camcorder, VCR, 
laser disc player and satellite 
tuner to be routed alongside CD, 
turntable, tuner and two tape 
decks. 

Intrigued? So are we. Look for 
a full test soon. 


AIWA ADAPTS DAT 
FOR VIDEO 


DIGITAL AUDIO tape could be 
used for both audio and video 
recording. So believes Aiwa, 
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AMSTRAD DEBUTS A DOUBLE- 
DECK VCR, WHILE THE VHS 
CAMP DEVELOPS WIDESCREEN. 
ALL THIS AND MORE IN OUR 
VIDEO WORLD UPDATE 


<4 which this month announced 


that it has found a way to record 
and play back audio and moving 
video images on DAT. 

Other companies have 
mooted that still video images 
could be recorded digitally on 
DAT tape — but no-one has had 
the audacity to suggest that DAT 
could be used as a full-motion 
video tape. 

Aiwa itself launched a DAT 
recorder, about the size of a 
small 35mm camcorder, some 
time ago, which was able to 
record either digital sound or 
around 1800 still video images 
on a two-hour tape. 

The DAT tape cassette is phy- 
sically about the same dimen- 
sions as 8mm video, and the 
tape is the same ‘in. wide. 
Conceivably, a future DAT cam- 
corder could have a digital au- 
dio-only recording mode. 

No exact figures have yet 
emerged for record/playback 
times on DAT tape as a video 
storage medium. However, data 
compression techniques appear 
to be a strong feature of the 
technology. 

But does Aiwa have the com- 
mercial will and budget to try to 
force another video tape stan- 
dard into the market (to fight 
against 8mm and VHS-C)? 

More details as and when we 
get them. 


SONY OPTS FOR 
CD ROM’MAN 


SONY HAS launched a pocket- 
sized CD-ROM player and integ- 
ral screen, called the Data Disc- 
man, in Japan for less than 
£300. 

The unit, which Sony de- 
scribes as a ‘portable data re- 
trieval system’, displays 3in. 
CDs encoded with sound and 
graphics, on an integral 2in. 
mono LCD screen. 

Each 3in. CD-ROM disc can 
store up to 200Mbytes of infor- 
mation, allowing publishers to 
produce disc versions of encyc- 
lopaedias, dictionaries and spe- 
cialised guides, as well as gen- 
eral magazines on disc. 

It’s the first in what will be a 


A sophisticated manval iris stars on 
the JVC GR-S505. 


range of revolutionary multime- 
dia CD products. Sony is ex- 
pected to introduce a more adv- 
anced hand-held CD-I player 
with integral colour LCD screen 
at the Japan Electronics Show in 
Tokyo this October, and has 
already shown a prototype CD-I 
‘ghetto-blaster’ with LCD 
screen, capable of playing back 
both conventional CDs as well 
as CD-I sound and data ‘picture 
books’. 

Meanwhile, coming to the UK 
this Christmas is a hybrid in- 
teractive CD player, the CD-TV, 
from Commodore. 

Confusingly, the CD-TV is not 
compatible with the CD-I stan- 
dard, but will play back conven- 
tional CD and CD Graphics 
discs, as well as dedicated CD- 
TV CD-ROM disc _ software, 
which initially looks likely to take 
the form of sophisticated games. 

Optional extras planned for 
the CD-TV include a keyboard, 
giving the machine full Amiga 
computer capability, but no price 
for the unit or accessories has 
yet been set. 


JVC PALMORDER 
FOR CHRISTMAS 


THE ULTRA-COMPACT JVC 
GR-AX7 VHS-C camcorder, first 
seen in last month’s What 
Video, will go on sale in the UK 
before Christmas, at an ex- 
pected price of £899 (although 
this could well be revised at the 
eleventh hour). 

The AX7, at around 1kg with 


WS Ia 


tape and battery, is the smallest 
camera yet from the firm. A 


reduction in printed circuit 
boards from three to one, the 
adoption of a ‘in. imaging chip 
and a second generation, slim 
tape transport mechanism (also 
found in the Concept C modular 
VHS-C system) are responsible 
for the weight loss. 

The AX7 uses a 36mm f1.4 
lens with 7-42mm focal length 
zoom. Feature tricks include five 
fast shuttering speeds (1/100, 
1/250, 1/500, 1/1000, 1/4000 
second), one screen digital su- 
perimposer, Cinema mode for 
psuedo widescreen effect, auto 
macro focus and date/time gen- 
erator. 

What Video enjoyed an early 
hands-on session with the new 
palmcorder and came away im- 
pressed by both its handling and 
build-quality. 

Also coming into the UK, 
probably in spring ’91, is the 
Super VHS-C format GR-S505. 
A stepped-down version of the 
award-winning GR-S707, the 
S505 employs a hi-fi stereo 
sound system and 410,000 pixel 
Yain. CCD chip. 

Like the S707, the new 
camera employs a sophisticated 
manual iris control. Although it 
does not step up or down in 
f-stops, there are 15 metered 
levels of control. 

Also featured is a luxurious 
52mm f1.4 lens with 8-64mm 
focal range, eight fast shuttering 
speeds (peaking at 1/10,000 
second), four page digital title 
superimposer, eight-colour fad- 
er, two-speed power zoom, in- 
sert edit and audio dub capabil- 
ity, and self-timer/time-lapse/ 
animation facilities, variable be- 
tween 1%, V2 and one second of 
footage per shot. 

The S505 weighs around 
1.3kg with tape and battery, and 
uses the same tape transport as 
the AX7. For those counting, its 
PCB count is two. 

No official price has been set, 
but we suggest that £1000 
would not be far off the mark. 

Curiously, both camcorders 
also incorporate a self-cleaning 
head mechanism. 

Finally, also due this Christ- 
mas (albeit in limited quantities) 
is the firm’s first F/C (full/ 
compact mechanism) VCR. 
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JVC's first F/C deck should be here pre- 


Able to play back both regular 
VHS and VHS-C tapes without 
an adaptor via a CD-style load- 
ing tray, the mono HR-FC100 
will introduce a newly-developed 
video stabiliser circuit which cor- 
rects irregular control pulses for 
steady playback of poor quality 


tapes. 
Also featured is a _ multi- 
coloured = onscreen menu 


system, digital tracking and duet 
editing capability. The deck is 
expected to sell for around 
£499. 

A spokesman for JVC told 
What Video: ‘Soon, every one of 
our VCRs will incorporate the 
F/C mechanism. This will greatly 
add to the appeal of the VHS-C 
format.’ 

More details when we get 
them. 


ENTER RECORDABLE CD 
— EXIT AUDIO TAPE? 


THE FIRST CD recorder has 
been launched by Kenwood, 
and although it is to be promoted 
as a professional recording tool, 
it has fuelled speculation that a 
domestic version may follow, 
effectively leap-frogging the 
DAT controversy and (possibly) 
making audio tape obsolete. 

Kenwood’s CD-WO (Write 
Once) recording system con- 
sists of two units, a CD-Encoder 
(DA 7000) and a CD-Writer (DD 
7200). Connected to a personal 
computer running specialist soft- 
ware, the package will produce 
CDs that can be played on any 
domestic machine. 

The Kenwood CD-WO system 
is a direct result of the com- 
pany’s involvement with test and 
measurement instruments. In 
recent years it has developed 
Gate Array Systems for CD En- 
coders, a vital component in the 
CD mastering chain. Now it has 
decided to launch a complete 
system for professional use. 
Broadcasters, record producers 
and CD-ROM manufacturers 
are all mooted as potential cus- 
tomers. 

The principle of operation is 
based upon a dye-layer defor- 
mation principle. Blank discs are 
optically modulated by a 10mv 
laser, altering their reflectivity. 

The encoder and personal 
computer take signals from a 


professional _digital/analogue 
converter, like the Sony PCM- 
1630, and convert them into a 
data stream that is compatible 
with the standard compact disc 
specification. 

The Kenwood system will also 
produce CD-ROM and CD-I (In- 
teractive) discs, with optional 
extra equipment. 

Remarkably, the cost of the 
complete package is relatively 
low in professional terms, 
£12,900 will buy you the encod- 
er and writer. Blank discs will 
cost around £16, and users will 
have to supply their own PC and 
D/A converter. 

By comparison with profes- 
sional digital recorders using 
magnetic tape, these figures are 
extremely low. 

The big question on every- 
one’s lips is . . . will this develop- 
ment lead to a domestic model? 


SHARP LAUNCH £399 
BUDGET NICAM VCR 


THE PRICE of Nicam VCRs is 
tumbling. Sharp is ready to re- 
lease a single-speed £399 mod- 
el that offers a Nicam stereo hi-fi 
sound system. 

The VC-H81H is due to 
appear towards the end of 
September, and has a Digital 
Programme Search System 
(DPSS), Auto Play, Noiseless 
Still Frame, Slow Motion and 
Double Speed Playback. 

A large fluorescent display in- 
dicates the various operating 
modes. Unlike many VCRs 
which use a symbolic method of 
showing whether the tape is 
playing, winding or paused, this 
newcomer features _alpha- 
numerics that are capable of 
spelling out words such as 
PLAY, WIND, PAUSE, or any 
one of six others. 

The DPSS function is a simpli- 
fied version of the VHS Index 
Search System. Sharp’s system 
retains the search for succes- 
sive recordings on the tape, but 
drops interval and counter 
search modes. There’s also a 
Scart socket, AV phono connec- 
tors, simulcast recording facility 
and eight event/one year timer 
with instant record and prog- 
rammable remote. 


TR45 AND STEREO TR75 
VIDEO 8 FROM SONY 


AS REVEALED in last month’s 
What Video, Sony is to expand 
its range of lightweight cam- 
corders, following the success of 
the TR55. 

The TR45 and the hi-fi stereo 
TR75 have now been finalised; 
the TR45 will sell for £900 and 
the TR75 for £1000. Both are 
expected in the UK in Novem- 
ber. 

As with the recently 
announced Panasonic NV-MS1, 
the TR45 will use a 1/3in CCD 


chip and offer a 6:1 zoom. 

The £900 TR45 weighs 910 
grammes, is fully automatic, has 
four fast shutter speeds, edit 
search, a flying erase head and 
a digital superimposer. 

The £1000 TR75 features 
stereo sound, a ‘Yin. chip, has 
manual override of camera fun- 
cations, a black fader and super- 
imposer able to flash or scroll 
titles. 


DEFEND OUR DISHES 
SAYS ASTRA 


THE ASTRA organisation has 
angrily refuted recent much- 
publicised objections to its dish 
receiving equipment. 

Speaking out against so- 
called ‘environmental objec- 
tions’ to the growing spread of 
satellite dishes, Jonathan Hart, 
Astra’s UK managing director, 
urged politicians at both national 
and local level to defend the 
viewers’ right to watch satellite 
TNs 

He responded to Sutton 
Council’s description of satellite 
dishes as being ‘architectural 
acne’ and its threat to evict 
council tenants who failed to 
take down their dishes, by 
saying, ‘It’s an extreme over- 
reaction, and clearly not a 
reasonable or sensible solution.’ 

Dishes for Sky/Astra recep- 
tion are now available in a varie- 
ty of colours and sizes, and can 
be of solid, mesh or glass con- 
struction. 


FIDELITY LONG-PLAY 
VHS FOR £250 


FOLLOWING THE move by Am- 
strad to increase its share of the 
VCR market by splitting the Am- 
strad and Fidelity brands, comes 
news of the company’s first 
Fidelity-badged VCR. 

The £250 VR-900 is a 
straightforward budget deck with 
a twin-speed recording, remote 
control, Scart connector and 
eight-event/one month timer. 


MITSUBISHI WIDENS 
NICAM STEREO RANGE 


MITSUBISHI HAS expanded its 
Nicam stereo TV range with two 
sets that have S-Video capabil- 
ity, and a transient improvement 
circuit to further separate bright- 
ness and colour signals. 

The 59cm £600 CT-2555STX 
and 5icm £500 CT-2155STX 
both feature a 5 watt per chan- 
nel stereo amplifier with spatial 
effect and Scart socket. 

As with previous models, an 
on-screen display simplifies 
operation and there’s also a 
switch-off timer. This can be 
preset to turn the TV off after 30, 
60 or 90 minutes. Alternatively, it 
will automatically revert to 
‘standby’ some 30 minutes after 
the close of transmissions. 


TITAN TELEVISIONS 


TOP SETS in the Toshiba TV 
range will feature both Dolby 
Surround Sound decoder and 
Nicam stereo sound system. 

The £699 25in. 2505D and 
£799 28in. 2805D will come with 
a pair of matching rear speak- 
ers, speaker leads and a TV/ 
VCR remote and _ pedestal 
stand. Both have Fastext, twin 
Scart and S-Video input. 

Elsewhere in the range, the 
2100, with or without Fastext 
(£349 or £399), comes with uni- 
fied remote, S-VHS input, twin 
Scart and TV/VCR stand. 

The 25in. 2500 is similarly 
specified and costs £449, in- 
cluding Fastext. Both of these 
models are available now. 

The largest TV in the range is 
the 80cm 349P9B at £1999. 
This Nicam FST TV also fea- 
tures computer-controlled Fas- 
text, with socketry extending to 
AV input, S-terminal, Scart and 
an NTSC compatibility. 

Small-screen newcomers in- 
clude the 14in. 1400R (£229 
with teletext, £189 without), 
15in. 155 (£209, or £259 with 
teletext) and the 17in. 175 
(£269, or £299 with teletext). 
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DOLBY SURROUND ON | Y2bby Suround Sound and Nicam decoders 


come with Toshiba’s new Titan TV range. 
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STILL PHOTOGRAPHY 


WILL NEVER DIE. 


© HITACHI Now Hitachi have extended 


the parameters of creativity with the mould-breaking 
VM-S83, a camcorder that gives you all the scope of 
your present still camera. How? With a S-VHS system 
no other camcorder can begin to match. A 
unique and radically innovative exposure 
system which provides point-and-shoot 
simplicity or total creative control, with 7 
exposure modes. These modes, which are 
tailored to specific situations such as 


aperture priority and shutter priority, make 


the VM-S83 probably the most versatile camcorder in 
the world. But, for those who prefer complete control, 
a manual exposure mode allows you to set up aperture 
and shutter speed, to emphasise a scene or enhance a 
mood. While standard camcorders have 
a horizontal resolution of 250 lines, the 
VM-S83 delivers in excess of 400 lines. The 
result? It delivers superb quality pictures 
with true colours and the utmost sharpness. 
Even if the light is poor, Hitachi's sensitive 


infra-red auto-focusing system quarantees 


BUT YOU'LL NEVER REGRET 
THE WAY IT’S MOVING WITH HITACHI. 


sharp results, rapidly and without searching. While the 
8 x 70mm zoom lens has a maximum aperture of f/1.2 
which, in conjunction with a high resolution, high 
sensitivity 2 inch charge-coupled device, gives a 
remarkable minimum operating level of 5 lux. Innovation 
and excellence are further manifested in Hitachi's 
quality zoom lens — a telemacro mode that lets you 
shoot close-ups at the zoom lens’s telephoto setting. The 
Hitachi VM-S83 hi-fi stereo recording system captures 
every sound with uncanny clarity. If you want to add a 


commentary during filming, there is a rear-facing 


narration microphone. And editing facilities are 
comprehensive. There is a flying erase head for razor- 
sharp edits and a four-page multi-image generator 
which allows you to add a professional touch. Twelve 
high-speed shutter settings for fast and furious action. 


Automatic or manual white balance. 
YOU-'LE 

An animation facility. And still frame 
3 NEVER 

and fader controls are among the 
REGRET 

VM-S83’s many other attributes. The 


eo eee BUYING 
innovative Hitachi VM-S83 camcorder. 


HITACHI 


It will extend your creative potential. 


CAMCORDERS 


Panasonic NVMS50B 
Panasonic NVMS2B 


Sony CCD-F500 
SonyCCD-SP5 .... 
Sony CCD-V900 ... 
Sony CCD-TR55 


JVC GRS-707EK 
JVC GR-65EK 


WVCGRS70. 2... rece eas ; 


Sharp VLC670 .. 
Sharp VLC770 .. 
Akai PVSC100 
Akai PVSC500 
Hitachi VMC1 


A uniquely flexible 
VIDEO PRODUCTION TOOLKIT 


VideoStudio 


EXCLUSIVE TO AMIGA. 500 + 2000 £96.00 


VideoStudio’s modular software approach provides twelve 
of the most commonly required video production utilities in 
one easy-to-use package. No previous computer experience 
is required. VideoStudio is supplied on two 312” floppy discs 
to run on your Amiga A500 or A2000. 


DEMONSTRATION TAPES AVAILABLE 


* May be used with, or without, a genlock. 

* 625-line PAL high-resolution INTERLACED output. 
* Wide repertoire of titling options. 

* 20 broadcast quality fonts. 

* Nine wipe patterns. Fades, scrolling. 

* Comprehensive suite of standard test signals. 

* Customisable Clock/Logo/Copyright screens. 

* Broadcast-style VTR startclock/frame display. 

* Selection of timefunctions (e.g. stopwatch etc). 

* We also supply Amiga Hardware & Genlocks. 


Drives Ram upgrades all popular Amiga 
software 


ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES 
31%" BULK DISC 
S.A.E. for further information 


PROBE MARKETING LTD 


PROBE HOUSE 
BURNHAM ON CROUCH, ESSEX CMO 8HR evate 


0621 783504 


2ICS 
= ) Cosy 
” (BECKENHAM) LTD. 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


Panasonic NVFS100 

Panasonic NVF70 .. oa Py 

Panasonic NVF65 . . ete é Akai VSF650 . 
Panasonic NVJ35 . . or Akai VSF30 
Panasonic NVJ30 


Sony SLV270 Akai VS967 

Sony SLV373 

Sony EVS800 Video 8 Sharp VCA105 
saa Wy Ma A TLE RETA AT ayy 7] Sharp VCA215 . 


Sharp VCH81 
Sharp VCS1000... 


Toshiba V209 .... 


Mitsubishi HSB27 Toshiba V310 
Mitsubishi HSB32 Toshiba V509 
Mitsubishi HSB41 Toshiba V610 
itsubishi HSB51 
ae Hitachi VTF770 


Hitachi VTF780 
FULL RANGE OF COLOUR 


TVs — HI-FI STOCKED 
ALL AT SUPA DISCOUNT PRICES 


MAIL ORDER WELCOME 


OPEN 9 am-6 pm MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 
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WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY GENUINE 
PRICE ON TV — VCR — HI-FI 
— CAMCORDERS — MICROWAVES 
(Subject to availability — 
Never knowingly undersold) 


SPECIALIST IN CAMCORDERS 


TES HITACHI => MITSUBISHI vee 
081-577 0935 viMra Best pric =) Bapeciaanagee seen 
" 08 LV: 


Ape 


35: BEST PRICE 
ade caus sales venpesanpesetseneer BEST PRICE 
Core eee te oer eee BEST PRICE 


ene BEST PRICE 

wataaee BEST PRICE 

. BEST PRICE JV 

. BEST PRICE SVC. GRS77 

islaBaniatyidianse ee aicetaaeea BEST PRICE JVC- GFS101 
‘ani Ars 


21" multi-s em-control ... PHONE 
Ci AOKM 4" multi-s Sane -control_...... PHONE 


BEST BUDGET 


JvC HRD 610 


SONY 
SP5 
UK’s Best Price 
JVC GRS707 


Best Luxury Camcorder 
WV Awards 1989 


SONY | 
V250 F500 . v900 Hi8 


UK’s Best UK’s Best Price UK’s Best Price 


ve Ne 
Ne ve 
crs-1o00 | SR-S77 | GRACO = = gp ay 


Special New Price |Special New Price 


PANASONIC | PANASONIC 
MC-20B MC-30 10B 


Best Mid Range Camcorder 
Phone WV Awards 1989 


CANON | CANON #*!® CAR HITACHI 
E30 E640 “8 "AT Hig 1VM1200/3200' VM $7200 
UK’s Best Price | UK’s Best Pricé™ "UK's Best Price UK’s Best Price | UK’s Best Price 
113B HIGH STREET, ne” 16 ST JOHN’S ROAD, 
HOUNSLOW. fon , ISLEWORTH, MIDDX. 


081-577 0935 P” 081. Fe 081-568 5734 
(24hr ans mach.) FAX 081-569 5504 


HI TEC ELECTRONICS 


WORLD WIDE EXPORT Just quote your Access/Visa No. for immediate despatch. 
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Sony’s new EVO-9100 


a side-mounted 
viewfinder. 


Pro Hi8 model features 


DOES SONY HAVE 
Hi8 TAPED? 


LIKE YOUR reader in the May 
issue, | have had trouble obtain- 
ing Hi8 tapes. There are none in 
my area. 

Could it be Sony is having 
problems in perfecting these 
tapes? 

| bought a Sony CCD V900 
Hi8 camcorder in February. The 
machine is excellent in every 
way to handle, but on the play- 
back picture, in highband there 
are darting lines on the bottom 
half of the TV screen every so 
often. 

When using metal particle 
tapes in standard play the pic- 
ture is perfect. Have any other 
readers experienced this? 

Incidentally, standard Video 8 
tapes will record in highband. 
Just turn over the tape, and pop 
the second hole, bottom edge, 
second left, so that it’s deeper. 

When you start recording, Hi8 
will show on viewfinder, proving 
it is highband. Playback pictures 
are much sharper. | would say 
resolution is over 300 lines and 
there aren’t any drop-outs. 

| hope Sony can solve the 
problem it’s having with metal 
evaporated tapes, otherwise 
there will be a lot of high-band 
camcorders for sale on the 
second-hand market. 

Couldn’t Sony perfect the 
metal particle tape to a higher 
standard — a higher density of 
particles per given area? JVC 
did it on S-VHS ferric oxide after 
all. 

W. Davies, 
Gwynedd 


BEMOANING TREND 
FOR CRADLE CAMERAS 


THE MANUFACTURERS and 
designers of video equipment 
continue to add more and more 
electronic details. One wonders 
where it will all end. 

| am astonished however, that 
with camera body design they 
have gone backwards. The 


trend today is to place view- 
finders at the back of the 
camera. They all seem to do 
this, yet ergonomically, it is 
wrong. 

Most people hand-hold their 
cameras, and yet it is almost 
impossible to obtain steady pic- 
tures, particularly when you are 
zooming. 

The poor people who have to 
video long takes, such as wed- 
ding speeches this way, must 
end up with aching arms. 

Surely the obvious thing is to 
design the camcorder so it sits 
comfortably on the shoulder, 
with the viewfinder correctly 
placed on the side. This is the 
reason why | purchased my 
Sony 8 CCD-V100 and JVC 
VHS GX-N70 cameras. 

| mentioned this point to the 
Sony Customer Information 
Officer, who replied: ‘Sony has 
sold many camcorders (with 
back viewfinders) and has not 
received any complaints in this 
respect.’ 

D. Densham, 
Gwent 


MORE ON THE Hi8 
TAPE DROUGHT 


| MUST add my comments to 
Stephen Albrow’s letter in the 
May edition of What Video. 

| also purchased the Sony 
Vg900 after finding the results 
from regular 8mm poor. Unlike 
Stephen, however, | was not told 
of the Hi8 cassette shortage! 

Having used up the free cas- 
settes, | went in search of new 
ones, only to be told: ‘We are 
out of stock at the moment, 
please call back in a few weeks,’ 
or worse still: ‘High band 8mm? 
What's that?’ 

| then called in to my local 
Sony Centre, only to be told: 
‘Sorry, none until the summer.’ 

| was also considering the 
high-band home deck from Sony 
due out March. The dealer says 
this is delayed until the middle of 
the year. 

| told him | was considering 
changing to S-VHS due to the 
lack of tapes for the Hi8 V900. 
This he considered ‘silly’ and 
proceeded to show me the blurb 
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METAL EVAPORATED TAPE 


Somme 


Hi8 VIDEO 
CASSETTE 


Hi8 tape: still in short supply on the streets 
but new manufacturers ease the problem. 


from Sony about the hold 8mm 
had over the rest of the market. 
| have now ordered the Pana- 
sonic NV-MS1 and an S-VHS 
editing deck, the Grundig VS— 
680 after reading your reviews. 
The whole situation is daft. 
One manufacturer racing the 
other, usually to the determent 
of the buyer. 
John Borradaile, 
Carlisle 
SONY TELLS us the Hi8 tape 
shortage is easing. ‘We’ve been 
in a sugar shortage situation’, 
said a spokesman. ‘By the end 
of the year supplies should be 
plentiful.’ 


IN DEFENCE OF 
THE CANON Al 


READER P. CLARK slaugh- 
tered the autofocus system of 
the Canon A1 Hi8 (What Video, 
June). | write in defence of the 
criticisms made. 

Whilst Mr Clark is an ITN 
studio technician and |, only a 
humble novice in the camcorder 
world, | feel he should have 
learned more about the basics 
of photography, before conde- 
mning what | consider a superb 
camera. 

He claims that in bright light 
conditions, the camera refuses 
to autofocus. There is a simple 
reason for this. 

The camera aperture automa- 
tically stops down, which in turn, 
gives a larger depth of field. 

The principle of lens design is 
such, that a wider angle lens will 
give greater depth of field than a 
long telephoto lens. 

A prime example may be 
under bright light conditions, a 
wide angle lens setting all sub- 
jects between 5ft and infinity, will 
record as sharp images when 
the lens is manually pre-focused 
at 10ft. 

The Japanese are clever, and 
took this fact into account when 
designing the features of the A1. 
If the camera’s logic system 
says: ‘It’s bright out today’ it will 
automatically adjust the auto- 
focus lens to a hyperfocal dis- 
tance, thereby giving maximum 
depth of field. 
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This in turn means that when 
panning through subjects at 7, 
10, 25, and 50ft, the lens barrel 
will not be seen to move. 
There’s absolutely no value or 
gain in doing so. 

The fact the logic system tells 
the lens not to re-focus, pre- 
vents any tendency for it to hunt 
and conserves battery power. 

It seems all camcorders and 
still cameras have weak links in 
their autofocus systems. From 
my limited experience and 
useage however, the Canon A1 
is by far superior to several 
hilarious Sony cameras | have 
used. These seem to hunt to 
and fro forever. 

One should always have re- 
gard for subject matter, contrast 
and texture, in order to deter- 
mine the autofocus can cope. 
Infra-red type systems can elevi- 
ate some problems, but have 
limitations. 

Mr Clark commented the mic- 
rophone picks up the sound of 
his breathing. Although | have 
not experienced this, | am the 
first to agree it is sensitive. 
Personally, | think it’s terrific. 

Because the model has a 10x 
zoom, handling can be a prob- 
lem. To this degree, results are 
much improved by slow, control- 
led breathing. Heavy panting 
must, therefore, be avoided, un- 
less you are filming a bedroom 
scene. In which case, a good 
tripod should be used. 

John Disdale, 
Gillingham 


* STAR LETTER 


DISCOVER DELIGHTS 
ON GRUNDIG’S VS-680 


TWO DAYS ago, | bought a 
Grundig VS-680. | am so de- 
lighted with my buy, that | feel 
compelled to share my excite- 
ment. 

When the’ Grundig _ first 
appeared, | took only cursory 
interest. | had been thinking for 
some time | must up-date to 
Super VHS or Hi8. However, 
being retired, the cost of doing 
sO, appeared prohibitive. The 
price of the deck - then £1249, 
now £1300 - put it beyond my 
aspirations. 

My undoing was your Video 
Show. | was intrigued by the 
VS-680 and have been unable 


to think of anything else since. 

| read the tests in What Video 
and Camcorder User and any- 
thing else | could find - the 
specification appeared to be just 
what | needed. 

Two points were worrying me. 
Your test, and everyone else 
who knew anything about it, said 
the instruction book was a disas- 
ter and, secondly, | knew no- 
thing about Grundig as a manu- 
facturer. 

Tru-Fi Ltd of Redhill was very 
helpful. One of the salesmen 
told me his father owned the 
VS-680, which was useful. Not 
just biased salesmanship, but 
the second-hand opinion of an 
owner. On closer acquaintance, 
| still liked the company and my 
piece of plastic again proved its 
worth. 

On the face of it, the instruc- 
tion booklet looks reasonable. 

As I’ve only had the machine 
a matter of days, | can, as yet, 
give no expert opinion. Howev- 
er, | have made it do most of the 
things | was excited about and | 
love its performance. 

At this early stage, | am 
wondering why the people who 
wrote the tests went out of their 
way to frighten! Most of the 
instructions seem more simple 
than those for my JVC HR- 
D725. |’m keeping my fingers 
crossed. 

I’ve been playing with video 
for eight or nine years. I’ve 
owned, over that period, two 
separate outfits and one cam- 
corder - a Sony V90. 

Since retirement, I’ve travel- 
led around the world. I’ve seen 
Japan, Fiji, New Zealand, Au- 
stralia, Singapore, Malaysia, 
Kenya, USA/Canada, the USSR 
and South Africa. 

As you can imagine, I’ve col- 
lected hours of video which pro- 
vide me with amusement in the 
editing field. 

lve always been most dis- 
appointed with my _ second 
generation stuff after editing. My 
titles are good because | have 
an Amiga 2000 computer and a 
Rendale Genlock but on the 
whole, it’s disappointing. 

It was to remedy this, | de- 
cided to gradually go over to 
Super VHS or Hi8, starting with 
the VCR. 

With a Super VHS VCR | may 
be able to improve my existing 
copy whereas, if | got a Super 
VHS or Hi8 camcorder, | would 
have to go out and shoot it all 
over again. | can’t afford to do 
that. 

The first results of copying 
existing low-band material on to 
Super VHS look good. | don’t 
think the titler will take the place 
of my Amiga, but the digital 
effects are out of this world. 

Perhaps some time in the 
future, | will write to give a more 
detailed impression, but for now 


it’s back to the discovery! 
D. Smith, 
Orpington 


ADDING LINE INPUT 
TO A CANON E708 


IN YOUR review of the Canon 
E708 camcorder, you said: ‘Now 
if it only had line a input’. 

Well, line input facilities are 
available on this model, albeit 
camouflaged. 

To the left of the On/Off power 
button on top of the camcorder, 
can be seen a small blanking 
cover. Using a sharp penknife to 
prise up one corner will enable it 
to be lifted off. 

Peering into the depths of this 
mini manhole, a small switch set 
can be seen towards the right 
hand position. Move the switch 
to the left position and hey pre- 
sto! The camcorder will accept 
line input signals via its normal 
phono plug sockets. 

Before anyone makes a dash 
for the nearest can opener in 
search of elusive switches, it 
would be interesting to hear 
from others who may have un- 
earthed this on other cam- 
corders. 

R. Ennis, 
Ealing 
»* STAR LETTER 


TV DISTORTION 
DILEMMA 


HAVING READ What Video's 
review of the Philips 25in. Nicam 
TV, | noticed your reviewer did 
not mention a problem which 
affects Philips’ 15in. and 21in. 
TVs (non-Nicam) with on-screen 
display. That is, failure to damp 
out line output ringing lines. 

Perhaps the reviewed model’s 
circuitry differs from these ones. 
| would certainly hope so, with a 
£600 price tag. | bought a 15in. 
model, but returned it to ex- 
change for another brand be- 
cause of this. 

Ringing lines aren’t easily 
perceptible in most shops. They 
are extremely prominent howev- 
er, under subdued household 
lighting on parts of a screen with 
a just visible raster (near black 
level), especially towards the 
left. 

In bright lighting if you switch 
to AV input without any signal 
source (for an unmodulated ras- 
ter), and turn up the brightness 
and contrast, the vertical ringing 
bars should be just discernable. 
| tried out a few 15in. and 21in. 
sets in shops and they were all 
the same. 

The annoying thing is that the 
previous model (without the on- 
screen display) does not have 
this problem - an example of 
manufacturer penny-pinching? 

On the subject of reviews, | 


What Video 


Canon's E708 has undercover line 
input facilities. 


think there is far more to a good 
TV picture than good clarity and 
colour. 

Broadcasters make extensive 
use of many computer-gener- 
ated graphics nowadays, and 
these really demonstrate a set’s 
ability to reproduce straight lines 
accurately. 

| do not expect monitor quality 
perfection from a domestic TV, 
but standards do vary consider- 
ably between different manufac- 
turers. 

Sony sets are always rated 
highly, yet in this respect, some | 
have seen are quite appalling. 
For instance, a table of football 
results can look U-shaped, 
whereas with the Philips, the 
picture geometry is among the 
best. This makes it all the more 
sad to see it marred by line 
output ‘ringing’ bars. 

Other sets, like the Toshiba 
15in. 155T, suffer from severe 
vertical ‘bending’ distortion in 
areas of relatively high contrast, 
even with the contrast control 
set at a low position. All sets do 
this to some extent, but some, 
like the Toshiba, are unaccept- 
ably bad. | wonder, however, if a 
reviewer would even mention it. 

It would also be interesting to 
comment on what internal pre- 
set controls are available for 
setting the height, width, center- 
ing and linearity, as TVs are 
often supplied with these poorly 
set up. Writing, for example can 
be lost off the edge of the 
screen. Some makes cannot 
even be adjusted! 

David Walker, 
Edinburgh 
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ELECTRONIC 
MAIL 


SOMETHING TO SAY? 
SEND YOUR LETTERS AND 
COMMENTS TO 
ELECTRONIC MAIL, WHAT 
VIDEO, 57-59 ROCHESTER 
PLACE, LONDON NW1 9JU 


All our Star Letters receive a 
Super High Grade VHS E240 
twin pack, courtesy of BASF. 


TRACKING DOWN 
THE CRACKLING 


| HAVE a Panasonic NV-870 
hi-fi VCR which is almost five 
years old. My problem is an 
irregular crackling on the right 
stereo channel. 

Picture and mono linear sound 
are fine. 

| took it to my dealer who was 
unable to pinpoint the fault, and 
then sent it to the Panasonic 
depot at Livingston. 

They returned it stating that 
they had adjusted the tracking 
but the crackling was still there. 

My dealer asked me to write 
out a statement for him to send 
to Panasonic with the VCR. To 
comply with this, | did several 
tests with different grades of 
tape from standard to hi-fi and 
pro examples. 

| made new recordings and 
then replayed them, observing 
the crackling sound. | then play- 
ed the same sections on an Akai 
A77 which replayed them all 
without any crackling — and 
without any need to touch the 
tracking control. 

| then made recordings with 
the same tapes on the Akai, and 
the Panasonic replayed these 
perfectly. 

All in all, the higher grade 
tapes were worse than the stan- 
dard grades when the crackling 
was present. 

The VCR was returned again 
with the fault still very much in 
evidence — which the dealer 
confirmed, saying that the fault 


Head-drum troubles with the Panasonic NV-870. 


was caused by tape drop-outs. 

| pointed out if that was the 
case, surely the cheaper grade 
tape would sound worse than 
the pro grade and not the other 
way round. The dealer agreed 
and sent the VCR back to Pana- 
sonic for the third time. 

Again | received it back with 
the statement that it was ‘track- 
ing perfectly and the fault was 
tape drop-outs’, but the problem 
is still there. 

| don’t see the point in pur- 
suing this with Panasonic. | 
hope you can throw some light 
on the problem, as I’m now 
feeling like scrapping the VCR 
and striking Panasonic off my 
list of friendly dealers. 

W. Slater, 
Kelso 


Despite rumours to the contrary, the tape 
inside S-VHS cassettes is of superior quality 
to VHS stock. 


WELL, HAVE you had prob- 
lems! From all accounts the 
effect is quite subtle, but present 
nevertheless. 

| believe that it probably stems 
from head wear. The right hand 
hi-fi signal uses a higher carrier 
frequency than the left, so is 
more vulnerable to poor head- 
to-tape transfer. The age of the 
machine too, points the finger of 
suspicion at the head drum. 

In cases like these a reduction 
in the writing current for the 
audio carrier signal often gives a 
temporary cure. 


S-VHS ON A 
SHOESTRING? 


| HAVE recently purchased a 
Nordmende 8005 S-VHS VCR 
to complement my S-modified, 
Scart-equipped Nordmende TV 
set. 

Whilst purchasing some tapes 
| was told by another dealer that 
it was well known in the trade 
that S-VHS tapes were a rip-off, 
as the actual tape used in S- 
VHS cassettes was the same as 
that in very high grade VHS 
cassette makes. 

If another hole was made ina 
very high grade VHS cassette, 
to match that in the S-VHS 
cassette, the audio and visual 
results would be comparable as 
the VCR would adopt its S-VHS 


mode. Having read the May 
What Video, | am a little puzzled 
as to whether this could be 
correct. 

| would be interested in your 
views, and whether you consid- 
er that if the hole was accurately 
made the VCR would not be 
damaged. 
B. S. Gown, 
Surrey 


THERE’S NO doubt that if you 
make a hole in the right place in 
a standard VHS cassette you 
can get it to record and play 


back in S-VHS mode. The re- 
sults may well look acceptable 
with some brands and grades of 
tape. 

You will not get the full benefit 
of the Hi-band format though — 
performance will fall short of that 
of S-VHS tape. 

It’s certainly not true that S- 
tape is the same as that in high 
grade standard VHS cassettes. 
The formulation and material is 
quite different, and is fundamen- 
tal to the higher picture quality of 
the S-VHS format. 


TAPE CHEWING 
PANASONIC VCR 


UP UNTIL February last, my 
Panasonic EG-730 video re- 
corder was functioning well 
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apart from a certain distortion 
which occurred when the back- 
ground music was a bit loud. 

A Telefunken technician came 
to my house to repair my Grun- 
dig TV. 

| told him about the video fault 
as he had advertised that he 
repaired all makes of TVs and 
videos. 

He checked it out and told me 
that it had some worn out belts. 
He then took it for repair, return- 
ing it a couple of days later 
saying that he had changed 
various belts and the audio 
head. The bill came to the 
equivalent of £34. 

When | later tried it out | found 
that playback was fine, but when 
| tried recording it was chewing 
the upper part of the tape. 

| took it back to the technician 
and after three days he informed 
me that he had changed every- 
thing back as it was originally 
and that | should take it to 
someone stocking Panasonic 
spares. He presumed there was 
something wrong with one of the 
motors. 

At this stage the sound and 
the picture quality were dreadful. 

A friend of mine who had been 
a video technician took a look at 
the deck. After changing the 
idler and pinch roller with no 


The JVC HR-D610 
offers trouble-free 


LP playback. 


positive result he told me that it 
was either the reel motor or the 
capstan motor that was causing 
all the trouble. 

I then took it to another inde- 
pendent technician who after 
keeping it for two weeks di- 
agnosed that he had to replace 
two ICs at a cost of £78. 

This done, the sound, 
although better, was still distort- 
ing on music and chewing the 
tape — each time a tape was put 
in, it had to be tracked. 

At this stage the picture im- 
proved with tracking. 

Today I’m taking the machine 
back but since | am sure he is 
not going to solve anything | am 
hoping you can offer some 
advice. 

O. Losco, 
Malta 


WHAT AN unhappy saga. I’m 
afraid that some (or all) of the 
people who have been inside 
your machine were less than 
expert. 

There’s_ little reason to 
suspect a motor. It’s more likely 
that careful, precise and expert 
adjustment of the audio/control- 
track head assembly will cure 
some or most of the ills. 

If tape chewing continues, 
checks of back tension and 
take-up tension will be needed 
— and a close look at the tape 
path. 


LET DOWN BY 
LONG PLAY 


| WOULD appreciate your 
advice on buying my next VCR. 

At present I have a twin-speed 
Matsui 755 which has served 
me well. However, as | seem to 
use long play for most of my 
recordings, the picture and 


sound quality tends to be greatly 
reduced. 

So the overriding feature of 
my next video will have to be a 
superior performance in long 


play, although | accept that 
picture quality will dip. 
| am looking for a fairly basic 
machine for £350 - £450, the only 
definite requirements being faci- 
lities for instant recording, con- 
firming the accuracy of input 
timer information programming 
and an_ easily understood 
machine instruction manual. 
Finally, will | experience any 
problems in playing tapes re- 
corded on my Matsui or any 
other video, on my _ future 
machine? 
G. Crouch, 
Bath 


THERE ARE two machines | 
would recommend to you: the 
JVC HR-D610 at £359 and the 
Panasonic NV-J35 at £400. 

But if you’re unlikely ever to 
be into tape editing, the JVC will 
suit you better at the lower price. 

Yes, you will be able to replay 
LP recordings made on the Mat- 
sui without any need for twid- 
dling. Both of these machines 
have auto-tracking. 


GEARING UP FOR 
IRISH BROADCASTS 


| AM interested in buying a VCR 
for domestic use. 

As | will probably be moving to 
an area in Northern Ireland in 
which | can receive television 
transmissions from Britain and 
the Republic of Ireland, | would 
like a model which offers the 
facility of recording from both. 

| have been looking at the 
Akai VS-425 and VS-765, but 
Akai tells me that the particular 
versions of these models | re- 
quire can only be purchased in 
the Republic of Ireland. 

Are there any other machines 
which would suit me? 

J. Flynn, 
Essex 


SOME TV transmissions in the 
Republic of Ireland are made in 


On the trail of a 
multi-band Akai 
VS-425, for Irish 
TV transmissions. 


the VHF band, on similar fre- 
quencies to the now-defunct 
405-line transmissions in the 
UK. 

So to be able to receive all 
Irish transmissions, the VCR 
has to be equipped with a multi- 
band tuner covering bands I/III/ 
IV and V. 

The three alternatives are 
then: buy a VCR in Eire, try to 
order an Irish model through a 
dealer or take yourself off to 
London’s Tottenham Court or 
Edgware Roads, where many 
shops specialise in such things. 

Wherever you buy the VCR, it 
will work in the UK. 


CENELEC BY NAME 
SCART BY NATURE 


| AM thinking of buying the 
Panasonic NV-FS100 S-VHS 
VCR. My television is a Fisher 
CFB 2110 STX. This is equip- 
ped with a 21-pin socket which 
looks like a Scart. However the 
TV manual refers to it as a 
Cenelec socket ‘for personal 
computer, VCR, video disc play- 
er or other AV apparatus’. 

If it is used, the TV has to be 
set to RGB mode, using a switch 
on the set. 

Could you please tell me 
whether it is possible to connect 
the Panasonic to the socket, and 
if so, what kind of cable I'll 
require to get the best results? 

| was told by a shop assistant 
in Tottenham Court Road that | 
needed an RGB signal conver- 
ter, at about £190. Is that so? 
H. Campion, 

London 


YOUR FISHER TV is wired from 
RGB as well as composite video 
on its Scart socket. Scart, 
Cenelec, Peritel and Eurosocket 
all mean the same thing. 

Hook the VCR to the TV using 
a Scart lead and you'll get very 
good results. 

If you want to improve the 
image, with better definition and 
freedom from cross-colour, then 
you'll need an S-VHS-to-RGB 
converter. 

But try the connector first. 
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VIDEO 
CLINIC 


PAUL RICHARDS PONDERS 
YOUR PROBLEMS. THIS MONTH 
HE CONSIDERS THE COMPLEXITY 
OF SCART PLUGS AND THE 
VALUE OF S-VHS TAPE 


PERSONAL REPLIES 


We get so many queries that we cannot 
publish al of them each mort For a 


without the £2.50, Nips ce ee 


Sharp 12x Zoom Camcorders. 


At the press of a button, all the detail you’ve been 


A sportsfield. In the distance, a few seconds of 
action you'd dearly like to capture. Your son, heading 
for a vital try. You point the Camcorder. And ‘his big 
moment shrinks to nothing in the viewfinder. 

A depressingly familiar experience. Until now. 

Because now the Sharp 12x Zoom 
Camcorder series has the power to 
put you where it matters. Right there 


in the thick of the action. 


looking for is drawn towards you. Facial expressions 
become clear. Figures fill the frame. 
Suddenly, you’re making great 
home movies, without making 
a move. 
Of course, such power demands 
sophisticated support. Like one touch, 


fully automatic operation. 


CO 


So powerful, you're there. 


A choice of shutter speeds: normal or a lightning For that, simply pick one up. Point it. And press 
1/1000th second for really fast takes. the start button. 
And a low-light shooting capability for all those You'll have to agree. No Camcorder gets you closer. 


foggy November afternoons on the touchline. For a closer look at Sharp Camcorders and details of our special offer, 
call free 0800 262 958 or clip the coupon and send it to Sharp Camcorder, 


Not to mention the provision of both manual and PO Bods (uke PDON: Fide pont. Maiichetier MIO SEB. 


macro focus facilities to inspire even greater creativity | Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 


once you get your hand in. Address 


But no dry listing of features (and we’ve hardly | 


started) can do justice to a Sharp 12x Zoom Camcorder. 
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DOUBLE 


New Fuji 
Double Coated 
Videocassettes. 

The Next Wave In Video 
Picture And Sound Quality. 


Fuji has but one objective in video. To bring you the highest quality video. 
entertainment possible. Introducing new Fuji Double Coated Videocassettes. 
The coating on the upper magnetic layer of the tape is engineered to bring you ‘ 
a superior picture. While the lower magnetic layer is designed to produce 

the highest quality sound. Give new Fuji Double Coated Videocassettes a try. 


And see how much better video looks and sounds when it’s double-coated. 


FUJI VIDEOCASSETTES 


FUJI PHOTO FILM (U.K.) LTD FUJI FILM HOUSE, 125 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NW3 6JH, ENGLAND Telephone: 071-586 1121 Telex: 8812995 Fax: 071-722 4259 


A COUPLE of years ago, | wrote 
an item about how Lucille Ball 
and her husband Desi Arnaz 
changed the course of TV his- 
tory with their / Love Lucy series. 
It was Ball and Arnaz who 
pioneered the three camera 
technique. 

To re-cap briefly, in the early 
50s, there was no video tape — 
Ampex did not demonstrate its 
first 2in. Quad machine until 
1956. 

Most TV shows were broad- 
cast live. There were several TV 
cameras, with the producer con- 
tinually switching from one to 
another. But any mistake was 
transmitted. 

The only way to hedge bets, 
was to shoot the show on 35mm 
movie film. For / Love Lucy the 
studio tried using film cameras 
like TV cameras. They set up 
three cameras and left them all 
running, all the time. 

Although this meant that two- 
thirds of the film was wasted, it 
gave the producer flexibility in 
editing. At any one time, there 
were two or three views of the 
same scene to choose from. 

The sound was recorded on 
disc. This meant that each sequ- 
ence had to be shot from begin- 
ning to end without any breaks. 

If anyone made a mistake, the 
whole sequence had to be per- 
formed again, because you can- 
not edit sound on disc. 

The lighting for the scene had 
to be right for all three cameras 
at the same time. This meant 
that the scene had to be evenly 
lit with bright light, without any 
shading or special effects. 

This is just the opposite to the 
situation you get in a Hollywood 
film studio, where one camera 
only is used for each shot and 
the lighting is carefully adjusted 
to suit the camera angle. 

Until recently, movie histo- 
rians had been hunting for a 
copy of the original pilot prog- 
ramme that Ball and Arnaz 
made in March 1951 with $5,000 
of their own money, while trying 
to sell the idea of a series to 
CBS. 

Lucille Ball was five months 
pregnant and CBS rejected the 
pilot. But CBS did agree to sell 
airtime to Lucille and Desi if they 
could find an advertising spon- 
sor. Cigarette manufacturer Phi- 
lip Morris. backed the idea and 
the rest is history. 


A aaah bbAd 


What isn’t history, is the way the 
only remaining film copy of the 
34-minute pilot programme was 
discovered last Christmas. 

It turned up when the widow of 
Spanish clown Pepito, who had 
a part in the pilot, had a chance 
meeting with one of today’s top 
brass at CBS. 

By a quirk of law, CBS owned 
the rights to the pilot, but Pepi- 


to’s widow had the film. They did 
a deal and it was shown on 
American TV for the first time — 
and almost 40 years late — at 
the end of April. 

The programme is obviously a 
low budget venture. At one point 
you can actually see a paper 
wall disintegrate and at another 
point, Desi laughs (not in the 
script) when Lucy mocks his 
English. 


Sabah hbad 


THERE SEEMS to have been 
some misunderstanding over 
BASF’s warning last year that 
some service engineers are re- 
placing the video head drums on 
VHS _ hi-fi machines unneces- 
sarily. 

It’s true, they are. But the 
symptom that prompts replace- 
ment is not a general reduction 
of sound level, it’s an odd inter- 
mittent change in sound quality 
as the machine switches itself 
between hi-fi FM and linear low- 
fi replay. This can happen after a 
year or so’s heavy use of a new 
recorder. 

When | visited BASF’s Appli- 
cation Engineering Department 
at Mannheim in West Germany, 
Friedhelm Wagner repeated and 
explained his warning that inno- 
cents are paying several hun- 
dred pounds for the replacement 
of a video head drum, when a 
simple adjustment can easily 
buy another year’s use from the 
existing drum. 

In a hi-fi recorder, the FM 
stereo is recorded first, and then 
overwritten by the higher fre- 
quency video signal. Inevitably, 
some of the FM audio is erased. 
But the right channel (at 1.8MHz 
for PAL, 1.7MHz for NTSC) suf- 
fers much more erasure (around 
12dB) than the left channel (at 
1.4MHz for PAL, 1.3MHz for 
NTSC). 

VCR designers are well aware 


‘of this, and factory set the re- 


cording level for the right chan- 
nel at around 10dB above the 
left channel to compensate. 

But as the video heads start to 
wear, their drive coils come clos- 
er to the head surface, and thus 
erase more of the FM sound 
signal. 

If on replay the FM signal falls 
below the threshold of the FM 
demodulator circuits, the 
machine automatically defaults 
to linear sound. If there is inter- 
mittent failure, there is a flip-flop 
change in sound quality. 

If the service engineer rightly 
blames this on poor FM hi-fi 
performance, but wrongly 
changes the complete head 
drum, this cures the problem, 
but at high cost. 

In fact, the engineer could 
have got the same result by 
adjusting one potentiometer on 
the video head amplifier circuit 
board to reduce the recording 
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current to the video heads by 
around 3cB (half). 

There should be no noticeable 
loss of picture quality, because 
the bedded heads have been 
recording a stronger signal than 
necessary. But the sound prob- 
lem disappears as if by magic, at 
a fraction the price. 
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ANYONE WITH equipment, like 
a camcorder, which uses 
rechargeable batteries, __ will 
know the value of a charger 
which copes with all mains vol- 
tages. 

It’s easy to buy a plug-in 
converter that drops 220/240v 
mains to 100/110v, so that 
American and Japanese equip- 
ment can be used all over 
Europe. 

But until recently there were 
only two ways of coping with the 
reverse problem. One was to 
buy and carry round an en- 
gineer’s mains transformer that 
lifts 100/110v to 220/240v (but 
these are large, heavy lumps of 
metal); the other way is to buy a 
100/110v charger (while abroad) 
and either carry both chargers or 
use the foreign one in Europe 
with a down converter. 

While in the States recently, | 
found the perfect answer. It’s 
called a reverse converter, 
which looks exactly like one of 
the small 220/240v-to-100/110v 
droppers but works in the re- 
verse direction, stepping up 
from 100/110v to 220/240v. 

These reverse converters are 
made in Hong Kong, but sold in 
Connecticut. The price is around 
$15/£9. Perhaps some enter- 
prising firm can now import them 
into the UK for sale here O 
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BARRY FOX 
BRITAIN | 


A RAID OF THE TV ARCHIVES 


REVEALS TECHNIQUES AHEAD OF 


THEIR TIME AND A SIMPLE 
ANSWER TO MULTI-VOLTAGE 


DIFFICULTIES 


A simple modification can cure hi-fi VCR 
sound problems. 


ee 


DEO FOR THE ENTHUSIAST AND PROFESSIONAL 
PANASONIC PROFESSIONAL SUPER VHS AND VHS 


WVF15 WVF70/AG7450 WVF250 AG7450B 
Semi Pro Video Camera Camera Recorder Combo 3 CCD Colour Video Camera S.VHS Portable Recorder 


Ca 


New CCD camera. 460 | : 
lines resolution. From 7 lux. A video buff's dream come true. This new New lightweight 3CCD camera. 650 lines ape ; 

Full compatability with S.VHS, 2 CCD colour video camera and dockable _ resolution. 60DB S/N ratio. 12 x servo Rugged yet lightweight. 400+ lines 

VHS and Umat. Lightweight S VHS recorder offers 500 + plus lines zoom. This full featured camera may be _resolution. Anti roll system. 2 high grade 
aluminium construction. Choice of camera resolution. 12 x Servozoom. docked with AG7450B portable. reel motors. 2 channel Hi-Fi and 2 channel 


8 x, 12 x, or 15 X power zoom. 54 DB S/N ratio. Electronic shutter. Linear sound. Dolby. Rotary erase heads. ‘ 
PACKAGES Colour framing. ro 
NV 180B VHS Portable Recorder vendo pis q 
This lightweight unit offers assemble and : B |£1,810 | AG7450 iy 
insert edit. Audio club, super still, stil ot £ 1,810 +VAT DOCKED FROM £3,9 9S J var bal 
advance ip tree! motion. Kit neues 1 ] 
Carry case, shoulder strap, earphone, WVF15/ WVF250/ >| 
AC adaptor/battery charger and battery. AG/7450B £3 7 95 + yar AG7450 £5, 700 na — 
FROM =f DOCKED FROM 4 
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| 5.VHS CAMCORDERS my Bee OTHER CAMCORDERS VHS, 8mm, Hi 8mm 


Panasonic NVMS2B — Full size tape. 7 lux. 10x zoom. Auto/manual iris/colour control. | Panasonic NVM10B — VHS full size. Hi-Fi stereo. Auto focus. 
Panasonic NVMS90B — ''C"’ format. 7 lux. 8x zoom. Hi-fi stereo sound. Canon A1 — 8mm Hi-band. 10 x zoom. Numerous accessories. 


Hitachi VMS83 — 'C"’ format. 5 lux. 8x zoom. Hi-fi stereo sound (Super impose). Sony CCDTRS5 — 8mm palm size unit. 6x zoom autofocus. 
JVC GFS1000 HEK — Full size tape. 10 lux. 8x zoom. Hi-fi stereo sound. A/V input. | JVC GRA30 — VHS "C’’ 10 lux. auto focus 6 x zoom. Fast shutter. 
JVC GRS707EK — ''C’ format. 10 lux. 8x zoom. Hi-fi stereo sound. Auto/manual iris. Sony CCD V 5000 —Hi-band, PCM audio, fullest specification. 


AMIGA 2000 STUDIO COMPUTER SYSTEMS FOR TITLING/GRAPHICS— AVAILABLE FROM STOCK. | Panasonic TCMC3U 3"LCD colour monitor/viewfinder available as an accessory. 
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PANASONIC PROFESSIONAL EDIT SUITES PACKAGES FROM [F775]. a 


‘chi mete 


) Suite 1. 2 NVFS100B S.VHS recorders Suite 2. 1 AG7130B industrial S.VHS player Suite 3. 1 AG7510B S.VHS edit source Suite 4. 3 machine A/B roll suite comprising 


1 VWE C300E computerised 1 AG7500B full edit recorder player 1 AG75008B edit recorder 
edit controller. 1 AGA7S5O0E edit controller. 1 AG7500B S.VHS full edit recorder 2 AG7510B edit source players 
Superb professional style equipment for One step from a full professional suite for 1 AGA750E edit controller 1 AGA800 controller/AGSW800 switcher 
the low budget user. users requiring industrial quality. For truly professional ‘dub’ editing. Inc. interfaces and time base correctors. i 
_ VIDEO DEMONSTRATION _DIGITAL VIDEOPRODUCTIO | OBSERVATION EQUIPMENT 
\ SYSTEMS ice see _AND EFFECTS » Commercial, trade and domestic 


} System 1 9” B/W monitor with line 
a powered camera (bracket & cable). 
{| Numerous accessories inc. multi 

i camera switcher and screen 

) splitter. 


& 
y 
| System 2 B/W CCTV/ 
| 
ij 
| 
4 


‘ Panasonic AG500B — Professional 
| portable VHS presenter. Special 
1 offers on this top of the range 
> system. ) | Mix almost any two video sources 
: " * without time base correction. Special effects, 
GBI 14” presenter — demonstration ) 17 wipe patterns, fades, dissolves, audio mixing 
system with integrated 14” monitor and VHS player for | and caption/title overlay. 


high quality presentations. » Panasonic WJMX12 All the 


Hitachi VTLC50 — Unique light | features of the MX10 plus 
weight briefcase style system | 500 line S.VHS compatability. 
combines 8hr. VHS recorder/ | Programmable effects with 
player with high contrast 5” |) colour framing, soft edging, 
flip up LCD screen. ' colour correction and 4 channel 


Jur CO | camera switcher. Systems are 
PALISECAMINTSC and multi) audio mixer. 
voltage plus rechargeable |, FOR A MF1000 — professional image processor with 


z. for indoor use only. We 
recommend protective 
battery. Ideal for the ' in-built TBC for each channel offering variable ONLY [£250 var cover and auto iris lens 


international businessman. | picture compression, flip and tumble, wipes etc. i if mounted externally. 


— - . = eee ee vena recnmer 

“ VIDEO ACCESSORIES | COLOUR VIDEO PRINTER BBLS RVATION SYSIE con casing colour 
Tripods — SLIK, MANFROTTO, KEWMODE § Hitachi model VY25E. Superb colour camera, lens, 14” monitor, aires control 

Microphones — AUDIO TECHNICA - » prints from video tape, video camera or ARIE: Mnotinting brackets and eabias 

amateur & professional any computer with R.G.B. Four different v g : 


Lighting — REFLECTA, Redhead, Blondes | images possible on a single print. Will Fi 
Video Enhancers/Colour correctors — produce hard copy prints and also L ; | ONLY f. 3 98 VAT 
comprehensive range available. _ transparencies, stick-ons and iron-ons. Superb systems at budget prices. 4 


WE STOCK AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF INDUSTRIAL, PROFESSIONAL AND DOMESTIC VIDEO EQUIPMENT, AND A WIDE RANGE OF SECURITY AND OBSERVATION CAMERAS AND TIME LAPSE RECORDERS. 
ee eater ne Ane nee re nee ee on ewrest AIRY USDERUAHUN GARENAD AI) INE LAME RECORDERS, 


LEASING FACILITIES AVAILABLE. Send for our latest Video and CCTV Price List or contact us for a quotation on any combination of Video Equipment. 
Next day delivery, including insurance, anywhere UK Mainland only £10. Small accessories only £3 delivery. Worldwide export facilities available. Offers subject to availability. 


081-863 0666 (i) FINEPLAN Yizec 


a | | Monday to Friday 10 am — 6.30 pm 5, Masons Avenue, Harrow, Middlesex 
| | PROPRIETOR FINEPLAN SECURITIES LTD Tel: 081-863 0666 Fax: 081-427 3368 


| OBSERVATION SYSTEM comprising 
} camera with lens, audio, cat 
fixing bracket plus 12” monitor with built in 


2 


hear] 


3] 


(OPPOSITE HARROW & WEALDSTONE STATION) 
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WATCH OUT Polaroid, here it 
comes. Japanese ingenuity has 
made another great stride into 
the future — it’s now possible to 
get instant prints from a still 
video camera. 

Japanese manufacturer, King 
Jim, has unveiled its innovative 
‘Da Vinci’ electronic still video 
camera with built-in printer. 

Small and compact, it is fed 
with rolls of special paper which 
can produce over 50 instant 
photos. 

Each shot is held in a mic- 
rochip memory store so mulitiple 
copies can be made. But now 
the catch. Each new shot wipes 
over the previous one, which is 
subsequently irretrievable. 

For the moment the Da Vinci 
produces only black and white 
images, but a colour version is 
thought likely. 
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COMPUTER GIANT Fujitsu 
General also looks set for a 
mighty scrap with the American 
satellite market. 

It has announced a satellite 
receiver with the ability to un- 
scramble C and Ku-band sig- 
nals. Nearly one-third of all 
satellite signals in the US are 
scrambled to prevent free prog- 
ramme receipt. 

One wonders what the satel- 
lite programme providers say 
about Fujitsu selling the 
VideoCipher II Plus which ‘gives 
away’ the broadcasters’ shows 
for free. 

Also on the satellite front, 
Pioneer and the NHK have joint- 
ly devised a satellite tuner which 
can display signals either on a 
special HDTV widescreen set or 
a standard 4:3 NTSC screen, 
which is exactly what the Amer- 
icans wanted. 

It’s what the US Government 
mandated any HDTV product for 
the US should have. 

Can the Americans really now 
halt the flood of HDTV consumer 
electronics goods coming into 
the US? 
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ANY FAMILIES with relatives 
spread around the world living in 
an area covered by different 
broadcasting standards, will be 
interested in the new NV-W1 
VHS VCR from Panasonic (see 
also Of Edit Kings And Other 
Things, p34 this issue). 

This marvel can record and 
play back NTSC, PAL and 
Secam TV signals with hi-fi 
sound. Although | think it’s 
slightly dear at about £1500, it 
will enable families (as well as 
businesses) to send video let- 
ters across the boundaries of 
international TV standards. Let’s 
have three cheers for Panaso- 
nic! 

Perhaps its engineers can 


now put their minds to a cheaper 
version which merely plays back 
all three signals. Recording in all 
three formats will not normally 
be a common and _ frequent 
necessity, but multi-standard 
playback is certainly a real boon. 
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EVER WONDERED why, when 
your trusty calculator can fit into 
your pocket, supermarkets need 
to have such huge cash regis- 
ters at the check-out? 

Tokyo Electric is helping to 
make the check-out girls more 
visible with its new flat cash 
register and scale measuring 
just 84mm high. No more hiding, 
girls! 

And those expecting a mes- 
sage while queuing at the 
check-out would do well to get 
themselves a new wristwatch- 
pager by Seiko. 

It’s on sale in the US already 
at $275, and uses an FM radio 
frequency for the service. It me- 
asures 43mm in diameter by 
15mm thick and weighs 58g. 
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LASER VIDEO disc player sales 
continue to rocket in Japan — 
up by 90 per cent in the first 
quarter of this year, compared 
with last. 

This is due to two main 
reasons. Two manufacturers 
have started selling players at 
under £300 and the continually 
growing popularity of karaoke. 
Sales are also expected to dou- 
ble in the US this year. 

For those of you asleep for the 
past year, karaoke is the prac- 
tise of singing into a microphone 
along to pre-recorded music 
played back from a laser disc. 


This shows the words on a TV 
screen (sometimes against an 
appropriate background image) 
while you embarrass everyone 
in the bar. 
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YOU'VE HEARD of the intelli- 
gent (office) building, now the 
intelligent home is one step 
nearer. 

In past years, | have predicted 
the emergence of a standard 
control ‘brain’ into a domestic 
home. This ‘brain’ would be the 
home owner’s eyes, ears and 
nose while he or she was ‘out’. 

It could ‘watch’ with video 
cameras for intruders or visitors 
approaching any door and act 
accordingly, such as to turn ona 
light — or start a security video 
camera to begin recording. 

The brain could also ‘listen’ 
for, say, the sound of broken 
glass and also start the video 
security cameras rolling. 

It could also ‘smell’ for smoke 
or a gas leak and notify the 
appropriate authority by sending 
a pre-recorded telephone mes- 
sage, and turn on the oven, 
central heating, or lights before 
you get home. 

All this is one step nearer 
reality since the recent announ- 
cement by Philips and Matsushi- 
ta to develop the Domestic Digit- 
al Bus (D2B) — a data com- 
munication and control system 
for AV and related consumer 
products. 

Philips will hold a 75 per cent 
share in the company. 

At first it will be merely for 
telephone, television, hi-fi, etc, 
but the practical ‘add-ons’ of the 
alarms and phone-home-control 
facility will follow. 

Daijo bu desuka O 
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Big in Japan — the Da Vinci camera from 
King Jim with hard copy print out. 


ALLAN SHRIVER 


JAPAN 


LASER DISC PLAYERS BOOM AND 
CAMERAS INNOVATE IN THE 
EVER-MORE INTELLIGENT HOMES 


OF THE RISING SUN 
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Sharpen up your soundtrack 


VHS, S-VHS or Video 8 ... just add 


Audio Technica 


Since the dawn of the first ‘talkies’, the art of movie- 
making has not been purely visual. Today camcorders are 
capable of superb image quality, but to achieve an equally 
impressive soundtrack you'll often have to go one better 
than the basic ‘built-in’ microphone. As a specialist 
producer, A-T offers a total solution to the recording of 
sound and, depending on application, can provide a model 
to perfectly suit your needs. 


Dynamic or Electret ? 


These are the two basic microphone types. The 
‘dynamic’ is renowned for ruggedness and reliability 
It requires no power source and simply acts like a 
loudspeaker in reverse, converting sound pressure falling 
on the diaphragm via a coil and magnet system into 
electrical signals. Little or no regular maintenance is 
needed, and it is capable of a smooth, extended response. 
The ‘electret condenser’ or ‘capacitor’ type units are a 
little more complicated, employing an ultra thin polymer 
diaphragm and polarised backplate combination powered 
by battery. This design gives a very clean and natural 
response from the lowest to the very highest frequencies, 
and their lightweight and low-mass construction make 
them ideal as camera-mounted ‘shotgun’ and miniature 
lapel type mics. 


Which pick-up pattern ? 

As you will see from the illustrations, an omni- 
directional will pick up sound from just about every 
direction equally and will work as well pointed towards 
or away from the subject. In large enclosed spaces it will 
reproduce all the reverberation and echoes to create a very 
‘live’ sound. 
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S<\ Omni-directional pattern / stereo 
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Uni-directional pattern |” @ 


Line+Gradient pattern 


Uni-directional microphones can best be 
represented by a cardioid (heart-shaped) pattern which 
concentrates on sound reaching the front while 
rejecting signals from either side and rear. They are best 
used to isolate individual sounds or performers and 
produce more of a ‘studio’ sound. 

The ‘line and gradient’ pattern is typified by long 
and narrow microphones which closely parallels a cameras 
telephoto lens. Sound collection is very directional 
from the front, and typified by an ‘interference tube’ 
which further reduces rear and side signals. 


Leaders in Microphone Technology 


audio-technica 


PRECISION [] INTEGRITY 


INNOVATION 
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Videography ... a developing art 
Interest in the video medium is growing rapidly and 
$0 is the demand for quality. The A-T 9000 Series offers 
true ‘videophiles’ an array of options and each model 
includes mounting brackets, windscreens, battery, cable 
and plug options where applicable. Call us directly for 
more information or see your specialist video dealer. 


Towards‘a professional standard 


Audio Technica’s transducer technology is ready 
when you are to bring your audio standards to a fully 
professional level. Further model ranges include XLR 
connectors and cables, phantom power and wireless 
diversity systems. 


Technica House, Lockwood Close, LEEDS LS11 5UU. 
Tel: (0532) 771441 Fax: (0532) 704836 
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HERE’S AN early Christmas gift 
idea for the audio purist who has 
everything, including a collection 
of Compact Discs: a magic mark- 
er pen that keeps the light from 
CD lasers where it belongs in- 
stead of leaking out of the disc 
edges. CD Stoplight is the pro- 
duct of AudioPrism of Issaquah, 
Washington, and costs $15 for a 
marker capable of treating about 
200 CDs. 

In case you didn’t know it, says 
the manufacturer, not all of the 
light beamed up by the trusty 
laser in your CD player is finding 
its way into those little pits. Some 
of it is being diffracted out through 
the edges. 

So what? Well, you’re losing 
signal-to-noise ratio from the 
90dB or better the system is sup- 
posed to deliver and you're get- 
ting jitter on the recovered digital 
data stream. That all adds up to 
the harsh edginess analogue ina- 
morati claim they detect in CD 
sound. A.simple treatment with 
the marker clears all that up and 
adds clarity, resolution and ambi- 
ence, readily detectable by even 
the untrained ear and even on a 
portable CD player. 

Since AudioPrism was_ kind 
. enough to supply me with a sam- 
ple, | couldn’t resist the challenge. 
The test disc | used was the demo 
for Warner New Media’s CD- 
ROM Magic Flute which, besides 
excerpts from the overture and 
Queen Of The Night aria, includes 
male and female narration, both 
tich in sibilants; a celeste and a 
piano. Besides, | had two copies 
(one for coating). 

A word of warning should you 
decide to coat yours: use a very 
light hand; it’s all too easy to get 
too much on the disc, creating a 
mess. My CD player was a Sony 
D-10, played through its accom- 
panying headphones and through 
a conventional stereo system. 

So what did | discover? Sur- 
prisingly, the initial impression 
was that the coated disc’s speak- 
ing voices sounded more natural, 
with the sibilants less hissy than 
on the untreated disc. The piano, 
too, seemed to have more timbre. 

But when | played the discs for 
listeners who didn’t know which 
version they were hearing, there 
was no Clear opinion in favour of 
either. Most of my test ears — 
some educated, some not — 
claimed they couldn’t hear any 
difference. 

And that was true whether they 
were listening through head- 
phones or conventional speakers. 
| didn’t experience a ‘major’ sonic 
improvement as promised and for 
my listeners, at least, the im- 
provement was not 
discernible. 

If the object is simply to trap 
light inside the disc, they why not 
use an ordinary marker? And why 
green not black? 

It doesn’t take a trained nose to 


clearly: 


tell the difference between Sto- 
plight solvents and those used in 
conventional markers. The latter 
smell strongly of carbon tetrachlo- 
ride and other substances likely to 
cause harm to the label area and 
any aluminium coating with which 
they're likely to come in contact. 

AudioPrism asserts that its pro- 
prietary product will not damage 
the lacquer or aluminium layer. 
Why green? The company as- 
serts that it conducted research to 
determine the most effective light 
blocker, which turns out to be 
green instead of black. 
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CABLE NEWS Network found- 
er, Ted Turner is fond of describ- 
ing his baby as ‘the world’s most 
important network’, pointing out 
that viewers can see it in hotel 
rooms in Moscow and Beijing, 
as well as Tokyo, Auckland and 
Bonn. And soon it won’t even be 
possible to escape the network’s 
Headline News while shopping 
in supermarkets. 

An Atlanta company has cre- 
ated a shopping trolley with a TV 
screen capable of receiving 
news and advertising supplied 
by CNN direct to stores via 
satellite. Some 5,000 super- 
markets are scheduled to start 
receiving the broadcasts begin- 
ning early next year. And testing 
is presently underway in 12 
chain stores in six test markets. 

Turner says that commercials 
will account for only 30 per cent 
of the air time. 
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AMERICANS SPENT $44 billion 
last year on consumer electro- 
nics products, according to The 
Us Consumer Electronics Indus- 
try 1990 Annual Review, pub- 
lished by the Consumer Group 
of Electronic Industries Associa- 
tion. That’s roughly $1 billion 
more than in 1988 and repre- 
sents an all-time record. 

While colour television receiv- 
ers continued as the industry’s 
biggest earner, followed by 
VCRs, the total also includes 
sales of products and categories 
not even dreamed of ten years 
ago, such as home automation 
systems, home fax and still 
video products. 

Among the developments to 
watch during. the 1990s include 
large-screen and projection TV 
and the development of the 
home theatre, still video camer- 
as and related equipment, digital 
audio development, home auto- 
mation, and electronics for 
children. 
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AMERICA’S FIRST small-dish 
direct-to-home satellite prog- 
rammer has chosen a security 


What Video 


system — and it’s not the de 


facto American 
VideoCipher II. 
K-Prime Partners, scheduled 
to launch up to ten basic and 
three premium channels on an 
existing Ku-band satellite by the 
end of September, has picked 
Scientific-Atlanta’s B-MAC 
system on the grounds it offers 
greater security and addressa- 


standard, 


bility than VC Il. 
However, owners of existing 
large-dish___ satellite systems 


won’t have to go out and buy a 
new decoder. K-Prime plans to 
supply one along with the prog- 
ramming, at a price yet to be 
announced. 

The add-on unit would con- 
nect directly to a dish-owner’s 
present receiver. K-Prime 
spokesman David Beddow said 
that B-MAC offers digital audio 
channels, data and teletext. 

A second non-compatible 
scrambling system was being 
field-tested at press time by 
TVN, which plans to use it to 
protect ten channels carrying 
first-run feature films beginning 
in September. 

The D-Code system was de- 
veloped by Uniden and Leitch 
Engineering and is also said to 
offer better security and addres- 
sability than VC II. TVN’s chan- 
nels are on an existing C-band 
satellite, requiring an antenna 
10-12 feet (3-3.6 metres) in dia- 
meter O 


Compact discs combine convenience and 
excellence in music — but can they be easily 
improved? 


ROBERT ANGUS 
AMERICA 


A CRAFTY WAY TO IMPROVE 
YOUR COMPACT DISCS IS 
REVEALED AND TED TURNER'S 
FAVOURITE CHANNEL HITS THE 
SUPERMARKET 


Treat your CDs to a magic marker colouring 
session for greater darity. 


= NtTac, 


LASER DISC enthusiasts > 
are advised to pick up 
The Electric V CD video 
clip disc from Thomas 
Wilbrandt, one of 
Europe’s foremost 
avant-garde 
composers. Its video 
track, Thunder And 
Lightning, is a stunning 
kaleidoscope of image 
and sound, that will, if 
nothing else, prove to 
be a fine demonstration 
disc for your LD system. 


A THE EXTRAORDINARY Canon Epoca threatens to redefine the shape of 


35mm still cameras. Built around the lens itself (hence the shape), the 
Epoca employs a 3x zoom lens with a 35-105mm focal range and has a 
flash built into the lens cover. Other features include a pre-illumination 
facility to overcome red-eye, smart autofocus system and unique ‘drop- 
in’ film loading technique. The Epoca sells for £240, with case, battery and 
close-up lens. 
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DUE IN the UK early in ’91 is the 
Hitachi VP-F1, a VCR designed 
specifically for in-car use. When 
coupled fo a small 3in. LCD display, 
the remofte-controlled deck gives hi- 
fi stereo playback, allowing 
passengers to thrill to the latest tape 
release or timeshifted soap. Even 
better, the British kit is likely to 
come with a surround sound 
processor. Expect to buy it for 

< around £2,000. 


“hey 


DECCA 


A 
ESSENTIALLY A TR-55 
without the recording 
mechanism, the £500 
Sony CCD-G100 is a 
dedicated video camera 
for the Sony Video 
Walkman. Replacing 
last year’s G1 camera, 
the new model has an 
11-66mm zoom, 
backlight compensator, 
five fast shutters and 
one page digital 
superimposer with 
scroll facility. 


DECIDING ON the right » 
gadget bag for the job is 
never easy — they’re 
often too big or too 

small. Now Aico may 
have hit upon the 

answer with the novel 
four-in-one bag. Quite 
simply, it can be split 

into sections to match 

the job in hand. The 
four-in-one looks good, 

is versatile and sells for 
£35. 


21st CENTURY 


EMPORIA 


SHOPPING FOR FUTURE TECH? 
WE HIGHLIGHT THE LATEST 
DIVERSIONS IN ADVANCED HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT 


LOOKING LIKE a prop froma p> 
60s sci-fi movie, the stylish 
Sony FD-250 is the latest 
model in the Watchman 
range. Featuring a 2.7in. 
black and white picture tube 
(no LCD here!), telescopic 
aerial, earphone jack and 

AV input, it’s yours for £100. 
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THE COMPACT 
VHS-C CAM 


SO, YOU’VE weighed up the pros 
and cons and decided to join the 
VHS-C appreciation club. Congratu- 
lations, you’re now halfway towards 
making a buying decision. 

But which, from the 40 or so 
camcorder models currently avail- 
able in this format, are you going to 
plump for? 

Price, of course can be a major 
consideration. But even if money is 
no object, is the best model money 
can buy the most suitable for you? 

The various manufacturers are 
pursuing different routes to give their 
products consumer appeal. With 
VHS-C models, an over-riding attrac- 
tion is their inherent low weight. But 
you may not be content to sacrifice 
feature flexibility for the sake of a 
few grammes. Just how far up the 


feature ladder can you go before 


size and price become prohibitive? 
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LOOKING FOR A LIGHTWEIGHT 
VIDEO CAMERA? IS VHS 
COMPATIBILITY IMPORTANT? 
SUSAN HICKEY HIGHLIGHTS THE 
BEST IN THE VHS-C FORMAT AND 
LOOKS AHEAD TO FUTURE 
TRENDS 


Big and bold, JVC's GR-S707 (£1599) wears its 
weight on your shoulder. 


Some models are specifically de- 
signed with the beginner in mind — 
someone who wants the guesswork 
taken out of shooting valuable. holi- 
day and family footage. These 
cameras take charge of focusing, 
exposure control and white balance. 
You just point and shoot. 

Alternatively, you may be looking 
for focus and iris control, a choice of 
shutter speeds and editing aids. 

Insert edit and audio dub features 
will allow you to put together a more 
professional looking movie. 

Clearly, decisions have to be 
made. 

To help narrow the options, we’ve 
rounded up eight models which 
merit special consideration. These 
cover the price spectrum, offer 
varying levels of sophistication and 
have one thing in common — they 
do what they do very well. 


UIDE To 


Take the GR60 from JVC. It’s a bit 
long in the tooth, but (rumour has it) 
still around and likely to give you a 
good run for £699. 

A single-speed machine, embel- 
lishments include a_ twin-speed 
zoom, sound and vision fader, three 
fast shutters, audio dub feature, a 
three-page digital title superimposer, 
backlight compensator and manual 
iris. 

The on-board mic gives good 
mono sound and picture quality is 
reasonable. Just out is a (largely 
identical) replacement for the GR60, 
tagged the GR-S65, and expected to 
sell for around £749. Check it out. 

For £750, the Panasonic MC20 
offers solid and reliable service and 
is easy to use. Its feature roster is, in 
light of some recent developments, 
a little on the limited side, but, for the 
newcomer to video, it will be a good 
companion and still leaves room for 
the more modest creative urge. 

Attractive and well built, the MC20 
is fronted by a mono mic and 9- 
54mm lens with 6x power zoom. 

Exposure control is completely 
automatic, welcome if the thought of 
aperture adjustment leaves you 
cold. However, manual focus and 
white balance overrides, two fast 
shutters (1/500 and 1/1000) and 
sound and vision fader offer oppor- 
tunity for creative manoeuvre. 


The JVC GR-S65 replaces the old 
GR60 — yours for £750, or 
thereabouts. 


A single-speed machine, it also 
sports an external mic socket and 
can cope with light levels down to 10 
lux. 

Pictures delivered by this Panny 
are rather good — rich in detail with 
a good tonal range and strong colour 
saturation. 

New, and novel, the £800 Twist 
and Shoot VM-C1 from Hitachi gets 


its name from the mechanism which > 
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Bottom left: Hitachi's super-compact 
wonder-cam — the £1400 VM-S83. 


For a friendly and trusty companion, 
check out the Panasonic MC20 
(below). 


< transforms it from a small plastic 


package into something closely re- 
sembling a camcorder. 

The front end starts off upright, but 
twists down to the horizontal to form 
a handgrip — simultaneously uncap- 
ping the lens and dropping the 
machine into standby. All very neat. 


And that’s not all it offers. 

There’s twin-speed _ recording, 
auto and manual focus, a backlight 
compensator, 9-54mm, 6x zoom, 
one-page digital title superimposer, 
sound and vision fader, index signal 
recording and a programmed auto 
exposure, or AE, system. 
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Beating a track to the bargain 
basement... the big-drum HS-C40 
from Mitsubishi, now £1000. 


The AE is designed to make life 
easy for the user, automatically al- 
tering the aperture and_ shutter 
speed in response to different light- 
ing conditions. It has the courtesy to 
tell you which shutter speed has 
been chosen, but the iris activity 
remains something of a mystery. 

White balance is also automatic, 
and, like other models in this round- 
up, is suitably efficient at dealing 
with a wide range of lighting. Picture 
quality is good, if a bit grainy. 
There’s a high level of fine detail with 
fulsome colour and good dynamic 
range. It’s a worthy compact 
machine, suitable for those looking 
to take the grind out of movie- 
making. 

Up the budget to £850 and you 
can consider the Sharp VL-C750. 
Upgraded now by the same-price 
VL-C770, it’s still in the shops and 
may be subject to discounts. 

The difference between the old 
and the new is said to be largely 
cosmetic (we have yet to review the 
770). Both boast the 750’s tour de 
force — a mammoth 8-96mm lens 
with twin-speed 12x power zoom. 

It’s this that makes the 750 un- 
usually long and, at 1.8kg, the 
camera is not as pocketable as 
some of its less well-endowed com- 
petitors. 

By way of balance, there’s a 
generous array of features, including 
full auto operation, three white ba- 


lance presets, backlight compensa- 


Twisted down and ready to shoot, the Hitachi VM-C1 is a 


novel lightweight contender. 


tor, audio dub and insert edit facility, 
1/1000 high speed shutter, index 
marking, twin-speed recording, two 
record triggers and a sound and 
vision fader. 

Picture quality again is fine, if 
grainy. The mic also picks up detail 
well (including the whirr from the 
camera’s own tape __ transport 
mechanism). 

All up though, the 750 is a good 
value machine which provides use- 
ful manual overrides and editing 


great zoom. 

At the £1000 mark, we begin to 
see some first generation, dis- 
counted S-VHS-C models. S-VHS is 
the uprated VHS specification that 
gives far higher picture quality. 

The first of these to stake a claim 
in the upper mid-range market was 
the JVC GR-S77. It initially sold at 
£1300 but can now be picked up for 
just £999. 

Its Super VHS picture perform- 
ance is excellent. Images are bold, 
with excellent dynamic range and 
good colour rendition. Fronted by a 
52mm, f1.4 lens with 8.5-68mm/8x, 
two-speed power zoom, the camera 
also has three fast shutters (1/250, 
1/500 and 1/1000) and SP/LP re- 
cording. Also present are a three- 
page title superimposer, sound and 
vision fader, full auto mode including 
auto white balance, manual focus 
and iris overrides and a backlight 
compensator. 

Also widely available at a dis- 
counted price is the HS-C40 from 
Mitsubishi. Formerly tagged at 
£1350, it can now be snatched for 
£1000. 

A heavy (1.95kg all up) but well- 
balanced machine, its feature list is 
satisfyingly laden too. There’s insert 
edit and audio dub, along with a 
full-size head drum for noise-free 
still frame and frame advance. (The 
majority of VHS-C camcorders use a 


functions as well as that whopping 


A cosmetic upgrade of the VL-C750, 
the new Sharp VL-C770 (£850) retains 
the 12X zoom. 


mini head drum.) A manual iris, 
index recording, a two-screen title 
superimposer with crude animation 
effects, auto white balance and 
three fast shutters, all add to the fun. 
Remember, the 1/250, 1/500 and 
1/1000 shutter speeds will open the 
door to in-camera slow motion 
analysis as still frame is really good. 

Picture quality again is excellent in 
S-VHS mode, with very good dyna- 
mic range, excellent colour rendition 
and commendable stability. 


Eyebrows were raised when the 
£1400 Hitachi VM-S83 high-end 
machine first stepped into the 
market, accompanied by a cautious 
smile of delight. Here was a machine 
to really put its competitors under 
pressure. 

Its greatest claim to fame is the 
SLR-type creative control it affords 
enthusiasts. A total of 12 fast shut- 


ters (up to 1/10,000 second) and 15 >» 


The first of the super-spec models to enter the 
mid-range bracket, JVC’s GR-S77 is now just 
£999. 
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<4 aperture settings (f1.2 to f12) are 
available to challenge the most 
ambitious urge. 

Also ranged between full auto and 
manual operation, is the camera’s 
programmed auto exposure (AE) 
system. More advanced than the AE 
featured on the C1, this offers seven 
selectable shooting modes. At each 
point between auto and manual, it 
allows the camera to adjust shutter 
speed or aperture — or both — to 
deal with the different shooting con- 
ditions encountered. 

Other notable features include an 
exposure and shutter speed lock, 
sound and vision fader, twin-speed 
recording, index marking, time lapse 
recording, video and audio dub, hi-fi 

The 51 employs a dramatically reduced lens stereo sound, a four-page digital title 
mechanism (right) with a ‘in. imaging chip. siunerimposer and mono narration 
: microphone. 

: What’s more, picture performance 
is superb. Definition is excellent at 
both recording speeds, as is dyna- 
mic range and colour reproduction. 

Its stereo sound system is 
obviously a great asset against com- 
peting mono machines and the nar- 
ration mic is useful for adding voice- 
over commentary while shooting. 

Also worthy of credit is the £1599 
JVC GR-S707. It appeared in time to 
be considered for our annual What 
Video awards and walked away with 
our Best Luxury Camcorder and 
Best Buy Camcorder of 1989 acco- 
lades. 

Like the S83, which followed it, the 
707 is special in that it does away, in 
one fell swoop, with conventional 
camcorder restrictions on exposure 
and shutter control. F/stop readings 
run from f1.2, through nine settings 
to f16. There’s also three fast shut- 
tering speeds, an aperture lock, 
continuously tracking auto white ba- 
lance system, auto and manual 
focus and stereo sound with hi-fi 
level and balance controls. 

And there’s more — insert edit 
and audio dub facilities, an AV fader, 
time lapse recording and self-timer, 
index marking, switchable AGC, SP/ 
LP recording and crude video ani- 
mation. Needless to say, picture 
quality is also very good indeed. 

In standard play it gives stable, 
well-rendered images. However, we 
seriously recommend you try out 
your 707 in-store before buying. 
There are strong indications that bad 
batches of 707s have _ slipped 
through the quality control net. 
These models are easy to spot 
because they give poor colour repro- 
duction and suffer from registration 
problems. Bright red subjects are a 
good test for a poorly adjusted 
camera. 

On the design front, the 707 has 
won many friends with its shoulder- 
mount construction. Whereas the 
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Simplicity in the palm of your hand — the 
Panasonic NV-S1, due out soon. 
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$83 is a must-cradle model, the 707 
sits confidently and comfortably on 
your shoulder, making it easier to 
secure steady, shake-free footage. 

So there you have it. Eight compe- 
tent, value-for-money machines to 
audition and choose between. 

But before you make the purchase 
there are two questions worth asking 
— which potentially-exciting models 
are imminent and which future 
trends loom? 

Promised soon from Panasonic is 
an upgrade of its MS50. The new 
MS70 is expected to go on sale in 
September and will combine S-VHS- 
C picture quality and hi-fi stereo 
sound. 

Weighing around 1kg (without bat- 
tery and tape), it incorporates a 
digital Al (artificial intelligence) auto 
focus system, manual focus, white 
balance and iris overrides, VITC 
(vertical interval timecode) compati- 
bility for editors, insert edit and audio 
dub capability, a digital title superim- 
poser and twin-speed recording. For 
£1000, it looks very promising in- 
deed. 

Also worth watching out for are 
two new JVC models, the S-VHS-C 


£ 


GR-S99 and VHS-C GR-S70. 

The S99 will feature hi-fi stereo 
sound, SP/LP recording, full-size 
head drum, insert edit and audio 
dub, title superimposer and interval 
record. The twin-speed S70 being 
most notable for its two-speed 


zoom, three high-speed shutters (1/ 


250, 1/500 and 1/1000), insert edit 
and audio dub features, plus three- 
page title superimposer. 

All three machines may well merit 
auditioning, so keep your eyes on 
these pages for more details. As for 
the future, the trend is clearly to- 
wards miniaturisation. 
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The new Panasonic MS-70 Super VHS-C camcorder has a 
hi-fi sound system for £1000. 


The MS70 uses the new CI type transport mechanism 
(right). It’s 30 per cent smaller than previous mecha- 
decks and is largely responsible for the camera’s compact 
size and weight. 


Manufacturers are frantically bur- 
rowing away in the rush to make 
camcorder components ever smal- 
ler. In the 8mm camp, the tiny TR55 
has many fans and the equally small 
Panasonic NV-S1, due for pre- 
Christmas launch promises to excite 
VHS-C supporters in much the same 
way. 

Such tiny cameras help to make 
video movie-making an everyday 
activity. They can be carried without 
hassle to capture spontaneous 
events. 

If this is what you want from your 
compact camcorder, then the 
answer to your dreams may be just 
around the corner O 


Expected to undercut its 
707 sibling, the GR-$99 
is JVC’s new S-VHS-C 
recruit. 
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STEVE MAY VISITS THE PANASONIC NERVE CENTRE 
IN JAPAN FOR AN EXCLUSIVE PREVIEW OF THE 
LATEST INNOVATIONS 


‘WE CALL this the king of editing 
machines,’ beamed the boffin, clear- 
ly pleased at his pronouncement. 
‘It’s the most advanced VCR of its 
type.’ 

The place is Kadoma, Japan, and 
I’m deep within the walls of Panaso- 
nic’s video recorder division, en- 
joying a sneak preview of one of the 
most sophisticated home video re- 
corders yet devised — the spectacu- 
lar NV-V8000. 

This is the first temple of techno- 
interest in a whistle-stop sightseeing 
tour of the latest video innovations to 
surface within Matsushita, the 
sprawling parent of Panasonic — 
and, despite the jet lag, I’m suitably 
impressed. 

The V8000 clearly owes a lot to 
the extraordinary Japanese-only, 
made-to-order NV-V10000 master 
deck, first seen in our July ’89 issue. 
There are, however, very significant 
differences. 

The V8000 is the first Panasonic 
deck to use an F/C (full/compact) 
mechanism. Simply put, this allows 
users of the VHS-C camcorder for- 
mat to edit or play back their small 
cassettes without resorting to clum- 
sy adaptors. A Cassette Select but- 


ton actually changes the size of the 
tape slot to accommodate full and 
compact tapes. 

It’s also the first Panasonic model 
to embrace a mid-mount construc- 
tion. Centred loading is rapidly be- 
coming high fashion in Japan’s. 
video marketplace, but the V8000’s 
design looks to be more than simply 
cosmetic. 

The machine’s audio and video 
circuitry has been split and posi- 
tioned either side of the tape loading 
mechanism, and there are separate 
power supplies to reduce any in- 
terference between signals. The 
centred mechanism itself is also said 
to reduce off-centre vibrations. 

As with last year’s V10000, all 
these innovations are hidden behind 
a severe baked-grey exterior. The 
true nature of the deck is only fully 
realised when its fascia is snapped 
down and a flight deck of editing 
controls revealed. 

There’s a jog/shuttle dial which 
allows tapes to be edged at variable 
speeds — either to or fro, front- 
mounted AV input terminals for easy 
camcorder connection and a host of 
mouthwatering post-production aids. 

To reduce picture instability and 
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jitter when dubbing, the deck has an 
integral time-base corrector. This is 
aligned with a newly-developed re- 
cording/playback three-line logical 
comb filter designed to minimise dot 
interference. The result is cleaner 
edge delineation and reduced colour 
streaking. 

Second generation S-VHS dubs, 
copied from one V8000 to another, 
are consequently virtually indisting- 
uishable from original footage. 


OTHER NICETIES include a colour 
level adjuster, sound and vision fad- 
er (black or white) and a four- 
programme edit function (accessible 
only if coupled with a second 
V8000), accurate to +/- two frames. 

Would-be studio builders should 
also note that the V8000 can be 
coupled, via its five-pin editing ter- 


The astonishing NV-V8000 edit VCR from Panasonic 
takes both VHS and VHS-C tapes — without an adaptor. - 
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The V8000 deck has a jog shuttle dial, 
time base corrector and fader 
amongst other editing facilities. 


A full-face visor hides (or protects) the 
finer points of the V8000. 


< minal, to the firm’s growing family of 


EC300-based editing consoles. 

The deck also sports an unusual 
Background Video function which 
allows editors to lay down a hi-fi 
stereo soundtrack on tape and then 
video dub visuals on top, retaining 
the hi-fi track. 

This is possible thanks to an 
unconventional sound and vision 
sandwich multiplexing technique — 
but it’s a once-only operation, res- 
tricted to recordings made on the 
V8000. It’s not possible to insert new 
visuals on top of hi-fi tracks recorded 
elsewhere. 

Clearly the machine has enor- 
mous appeal for both editors and 
videophiles alike. | found picture 
quality on the NTSC prototype to be 
quite fabulous. Colour fidelity and 
registration are superb, and there’s 
an enviable level of detail evident. 
Even its long play picture perform- 
ance has been improved, thanks to 
the adoption of new dedicated amor- 
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phous narrow gap video heads 
which reduce interference and 
cross-talk noise between tracks — 
and sonically, the machine is cer- 
tainly stunning. 

By way of demonstration | was 
ushered into a small viewing theatre 
to watch selections from Return Of 
The Jedi. The V8000 fed a video 
projector which threw an image 100- 
inches wide before me. Its hi-fi 
soundtrack was routed through a 
Pro-Logic surround sound decoder. 

The resulting experience was 
completely comparable to demon- 
strations of projected laser discs 
with digital stereo sound. The sound 
was wide, dynamic and invigorating, 
the visuals clean, detailed and 
stable. 

Intrigued by this stability, | dug 
deeper. It transpires that the deck 
features an ingenious new tape ten- 
sion control system which detects 
and controls the rotational speed of 
the take-up reel to match the amount 
of tape supplied by the capstan; this 


’ significantly reduces the machine’s 


picture instability. 

The number of motors in the 
V8000’s tape transport has also 
been doubled, thereby improving 
access and response times. Atten- 
tion to detail throughout is consider- 
able. 

Most exciting news of all, though, 
is that, unlike the V10000 master 


deck seen last year, the V8000 is 
definitely coming into the UK. 

Although no price has yet been 
set, it’s likely to sell for around 
£1600. Expect to see it early ’91. 

The V8000 will be supported by a 
second, simpler S-VHS machine 
priced at around £900. This is 
thought likely to be a stripped-down 
version of the current FS-100. 

Look out for a full test in a future 
issue. 


S VHS) (VHS) 


625 PAL 


PERHAPS EVEN more remarkable 
is the company’s NV-W1 ‘Universal’ 
VCR, a product whose development 
we have followed closely over the 
past 18 months. 

The W1 miraculously leap-frogs 
over the artificial barriers imposed 
by differing world TV standards 
largely by employing sophisticated 
digital technology to solve the prob- 
lems posed by different scanning 
lines and field rates. 

Not only will the deck play any 
video tape recorded in any TV stan- 
dard anywhere in the world, it can 
also act as a standards convertor. 
NTSC format tapes can be trans- 
coded into PAL, while PAL off-air 
broadcasts can be recorded in 
NTSC, and vice versa. 

Insert a tape and the W1 automa- 
tically detects the TV system used 
for the recording and sets its tape 
speed and head rotation speed 
accordingly. A touch-sensitive world 
map on the machine’s fascia is used 
to select the desired recording mode 
(PAL, NTSC, Secam). 

The conversion technology itself 
is ingenious. A line memory is used 
to convert the number of scanning 
lines from 625 to 525 NTSC. The 
original line signals are stored in this 
memory, analysed, and then a sing- 
le new line is created from pairs of 
the original lines. To convert NTSC 
to PAL, a similar technique is used 
to increase the number of scanning 
lines. 

Converting field frequencies is on- 
ly marginally more difficult. To 
change NTSC to PAL, the 60Hz 
information is written serially into 
field memories and then output at 
50Hz. Information for the sixth field 
is simply skipped to produce the 
PAL signal. When converting from 
50Hz to 60Hz, the fifth field is 
repeated to fill the gap. 

The software industry has long 
feared the widespread availability of The loading mechanism of the V8000 adjusts for full size 
such technology because it throws a _‘*9pes (top) and VHS-C cassettes (above). 
menacing piratical shadow over the 
widespread global policy of stag- 
gered movie releasing and licensing. 

However, Panasonic does not antici- 
pate any great lobby from the soft- 
ware industry to keep the W1 from 
sale. 
‘Such problems come only when »p 41 
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i sto ink IBM PC/ALT/AIL & FS/Z | RED HEAD KIT(3) ~~ 
i Pay dag ‘es % we f } er comprising: PRU ad 
( | m Three ‘Redhead’ units 
. @ Three Accessory Holders 
| m Three Safety Glasses 
tdan Recarderc | | m Three 4-Leaf Bam Doors 
UMS | mi One Set of Four Scrims 
: sq mi Three Spartan Stands se is 
J mi ‘Rankpak’ Reflector Pack aay eee i 
UHF Adaptor £119.95 + vaT Bib ve2 D.200W Larmps int. _-& Two Trojan Stands 
ia P.0.A. BLONDE KIT (1) compzising: 
, mw 1 ‘Redhead’ unit +m 1 Full Single Scri m One 4- m Door I 
Supports up to 640480 mode with 256,000 + palette m1 Accessory Holder mu 1 DXX 800W Bulbs mm One Full Single Scrim 
| The UHF Version allows you to connect to a TV via its aerial socket, and to a video recorder i) w 1 4-Leaf Bam Door m 1} Spartan Stand ® One Trojan Stand i 
| etc, using composite video. This makes it ideal for presentations, training, point-of-sale | | et 
| systems etc, where large screen televisions can easily be used, or a video cassette can § BCEANHEISER, i 
replace the need for a computer system at presentations. The SCART Version allows | _ aah ae 


connection of a TV with a suitable 21 pin SCART (Euroconnector) Socket, giving a high 


PROFESSIONAL MICROPHONES 
| quality output. A version to include both UHF and SCART in one unit is also available. |The K30AV modular system was designed specifically for use with video 
| Requires separate 12v power supply £5.75 + VAT. 5 f 


BF iw K30AV— Power Module wit three-stage low frequency ol+of fier, intemlly powered, in cose. | 
| Audio pick-up patterns can be varied by selecting different capsules as follows: | 


£124.95 + var || [insecure tase SS | 


| m ME40- 0-£ 79 cz? 
ee a a ac By Reduces NA Cet cord IC) cc, KBOAV/MEAO ~ 2478 : 
al SHOTGUN E80 ~ oe 
= uperimposes computer text/graphics onto video images a |. Sa eE Th att mote K30av/MEBO = #07 
e EGA Genlock Adaptor is an add-on for stand alone EGA Cards (not those built onto the J | = MESS — SHOTGUN ( Uni-directionad) al nara ee 
mother board). Using composite video input from a video camera/recorder etc, it overlays § ie int “hey list eacdane v/MEss ~ £245 § 
any program running in the computer i.e. graphic/titling packages, and outputs the result § iy @ MKE2 ~ <a eg ee K30A v/MKES 2240 a ace | 


via composite video or high quality RGB (SCART). Features include user definable § 
transparent colour, half-tones and mixing of computer and video colours, and interlaced or 3.5mm or3-pinXLR leads- £49.95. Shoe Mount-£24.00. Telescopic Boom (72cm, active)~£62.00. J 
non-interlaced screens. Supports CGA, EGA and Enhanced EGA (640x480 line mode), { 
with a full 64 colour palette. DaemLuaetenm TDOIDMHC 

P to TRIPODS * 


** Special Bundle Offers ** He O! 

EGA Genlock + Paradise Basic 350 Card £199.95 + VAT 1) wm 146 mil HEAD Fluid damped pan and tilt — variable drag - Hol 

EGA Genlock + Paradise 480 Autoswitch Card £239.95 + VAT I very heavy duty, holds up to 9kg. Twin fully adjustable pan handles. 
Large adjustable camera plate 95mm x 140mm. Fully locking and long lens lock etc. 
Gt 250 TRIPOD ENG Design— 464 TRIPOD Studio Design- 432 TRIPOD 
| Quickextendingtwinshankcon- — Triple leg extensions, extends to _Versattile design ~ { 
| | struction. 100mmievellingbowl a huge 270cm (almost 9ft). suitable for mobile or g 
( (satchler compatible). Weighs —_ Individually locking tribraces. static use. Fast set-up Buy 
only5kg,closesto91om.Rubber Pneumatic (air damped) centre very stable, limitless spread. | 


i 


For further details/orders contact us on: 


Carriage free in mainland UK FAX: 0843 296237 Dealers enquiries welcome. 


| feet or locking spikes. column. Spiked or rubber feet. 90mm levelling bowl. / 

1, 47/4 ; | 465 SPREADER Adjustable from 
8 Hawley Square, Margate, Kent CT9 INY J i. chin tain tice ¢sGnnee | | 

i 446 MKil with 4164 with 432 q 

250/165 


@ 144 DOLLY Heavy duty construction, 8.8kg. Large locking wheels (@ 125mm). 
ta Folds neatly, assembles securely. Large 112cm dia. Universal compatibility. I 


(NTO et ‘FL IBRAACTED! 
Crveeqve ‘DUBMASTER’ | 


PROFESSIONAL POST-PRODUCTION | 


THE ORIGINAL 


f is a versatile colour video | 
processor which integrates within an SVHS edit suileand =f 
operates utilizing the ‘Dub’ mode. Itprovides individual colour 

The professional’s answer to everyone’s wind noise penanweeentir rate gee oie 


problems 


On the beach... On the golf course... 
Soundtracks ruined by the slightest breezes? 


The answer is simple... = = =  —s-_ | | a am 
Fit a NDGAG”’™ over your camcorder micro- | drive. Includes adaptor, Tutorial, upgradeable to 9MB.1MB38" Disk, | 
phone and chase those wind noise blues away. Sorte = Central Processing Unit, Keyboard, Mouse, 
Seite reaninm 1Stecm tomewe os lll 
Sizes to fit most video cameras. | VoR meteal TV TEXT Nine fons, wo sizes, mM 
| re-size, rotate, squeeze, stretch, shadow, colour, @ G2 Videocentre—SVHS professional geniock I 
3D effects, underline and overlay to previous art. __with variable mix and fade (may be | 


controlled by software, included). £665 | 
mTVTextProfessional-3 disksofZumatonts, | 


For further details or a list of current stockists please 


contact: m4 megabyte RAM expansion — ¢85_olcl manipulation, complete range of sp 9g | 
| mw TVShow- Scrolls ‘Text’, animate, 40 wipes, Manual or fully automated effects. 

| reveal, roles, pushes, cuts and fades. £59 m De Luxe Paint—Siote-of-the-At Paint 

| m Photon Paint- Full drawing, colouring, wrap Box / Designer software £65 | 

| onto shapes (balls, cones, cubes etc.), rotate, 5g 8 A2058— 20MB Autoboot HD £539 q 
| 
, 
; 


THIS COMPLETE PACKAGE 
ONLY 


| re-size, twist, itt and light source simulation 59 
mm A590 — 20MB Hard Disk £339 A1084- Monitor £245 | 


WTO ORDER 
COLOURAMA 2000 LTD ) Sovouelia 20001 se ct cxe 
or 
ae number AMP NEEDED) to: i 
Trade enquiries welcome COLOURAMA PREBPOST oot US SOR 


or BY PHONE — and pay by Credit Card 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE UK DELIVERY (SAME DAY DESPATCHS j 
~e a3 42 g 
7S — on o61- 841 @321  unes) cr | 
| S21 PERSONAL COLLECTION — at ourSales Officeg 
Pi —— . ta 


PROFESSIONAL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 32 CHURCH ROAD, NORTHOLT, MIDDLESEX j | 
mic socal dal SE a irae Surya ut ae iar are panacea | 
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THE HISTORY of VHS has witnessed consistent 
improvements of the format in both performance 
and versatility. Professional SVHS represents the 
crystallization of this 10-year progression of VHS 
technology developed by JVC - and includes all of 
the improvements achieved along the way. 


THE BY-10 IS A PROFESSIONAL VIDEO 
CAMERA DEVELOPED BY JVC TO 
BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN THE 
‘HIGH-COST’ PROFESSIONAL AND 
‘LOW-SPEC’ SEMI-PRO MARKETS. 
At the heart of the BY-10 is 
an image pickup device offering a truly 
outstanding performance. Its high-definition 2/3” CCD 
contains an incredible 450,000 pixels only previously 
possible on ‘three-chip cameras. It is capable of repro- 
ducing high-resolution results even in low light levels 
down to just 10 LUX. 
It can be used with an existing portable recorder 
(any format) or ‘docked’ to the 
BR-S411 (below) in 
‘Camcorder’ configuration. 


BY-1011 


|) DESIGNED TO RESPOND TO THE GROWING NEED FOR HIGH-QUALITY ON-LOCATION PRODUCTION, 


THE KY-17 CAMERA REPLACES THE 
‘TOP-SELLING’ KY-15 AND OFFERS 
ADDITIONAL FEATURES & SPECIFI- 
CATIONS THAT SET IT APART FROM 
ANY OTHER CAMERA IN ITS CLASS. 


The KY-17 combines precise CCD align- 
ment and bonding techniques with the latest 
‘special offset’ technology to produce a camera with a 
horizontal resolution of 640 lines. With computer con- 
trolled ‘setup’ and a choice of nine lenses from 13: 1 
(standard) to 36 : 1, this camera maintains spectacular 
performance in even the most demanding of situations. 
It easily integrates into existing systems or can be 
‘expanded’ for studio applications 
or ‘docked’ with the BR-S411 


for ENG use. 
KY-17213 


BR-S411¢ 
WITH SA-S41¢ 


THE BR-S411 IS FLEXIBLE ENOUGH TO MEET THE DEMANDS OF ANY COMMERCIAL APPLICATION. 


> THE KY-25 IS IDEAL FOR USE WITH 


BROADCAST QUALITY SYSTEMS. IT IS 
THE OBVIOUS CHOICE WHERE 
UNCOMPROMISING RESULTS ARE 

ESSENTIAL. NO OTHER CAMERA 
CAN OFFER THIS COMBINATION OF 
PERFORMANCE AND FLEXIBILITY. 

Working off three high-density 2/3” CCDs, this camera 
has a staggering horizontal resolution of 700 lines, a 
signal-to-noise ratio of 58db and a sensitivity of F5.6 
at 2k LUX. 


It is uniquely compatible with broadcast formats such 
as M11 and Betacam (both dockable) or combines with 
the BR-S411 as an SVHS system or 


can be used ‘stand-alone’ with 6,160] 


existing equipment (i.e. U-Matic). 


KY-258 16 


It features HiFi and linear stereo sound tracks with balanced audio (xLR), variable db levels (in & out) on all 4 channels, 
audio limiter, Dolby NR and audio dubbing. Single frame AEF backspace editing with 11 min pause. Rotary erase heads. 
Independent time code terminal (VITC). LCD edit timer (hrs. mins. secs.) switchable SVHS/VHS (HQ). Improved chroma 
circuits with 2-line comb filter. Self-diagnosis. Rugged die-cast construction. Complete with battery holder (BH-P40) 
and 2.2 AH. battery (NB-G1). Put it together with a JVC direct docking camera to create a compact ‘camcorder’ 
configuration or use it as a portable recorder with an existing camera using the SA-S41E interface. It can also be used 
as an editing system feeder,” directly delivering either the composite video signal or the Y/C separated SVHS signal. 


~ KY-R17213 | KY-R258: 16 


BY'R100. 17 WITH BR-S411¢ 


WITH BR-S411¢ 


(illustrated) 
BR-S811 / BR-S611 / RM-G810 EDITING SUITE — 


THIS IS A STATE-OF-THE-ART EDIT SUITE WITH MUCH OF ITS DEVELOPMENT 
TAKEN FROM JVC’S INVOLVEMENT IN BROADCAST TECHNOLOGY. 

It produces dramatic improvements in the reproduction quality e 
of multi-generation editing using its newly developed ‘chroma ‘x* | 
enhancement circuits’, and it features insert and assemble editing. "8°" 0Hiig=s 
Independent search and jog dials. HiFi and linear stereo sound tracks with balanced 
audio (XLR), 87db range, audio limiter, Dolby NR and audio dubbing. Rotary erase heads 
with blanking switcher. 3-position framing servo. Improved DOC circuit. Y/C 443 and 
627. Switchable SVHS/VHS (HQ). Half-loading mechanism. Direct-drive motors 
throughout. Time code in/out. Self-diagnosis and even auto head cleaning. 

In addition the RM-G810 controller has the facility to control machines of 
various formats (i.e. U-matic and M11) therfore offering total flexibility. 


This system is fast becoming the ‘industry Standard’ 
by which all others are measured 


* After using your BR-S411 
on location, simply 

connect it to the RM-G410 
edit controller and use it as 


the BR-S811 as the master. 

For owners of a BR-S411 this com- 
bination offers the sophistication 
and accuracy of a professional 

edit suite at a substantially 

reduced cost. 


The introduction of the ‘44 series’ edit suite has now confirmed S-VHS as the logical choice 
as a high-quality production format, seriously threatening the future of U-Matic. 


2 MACHINE = pec 
EDIT SUITE = 

with RM86u | 
controller : 


Boo4| SEEING IS BELIEVING 


JVC BR8GO0E 

B Pre-roll function for automatic editing. 

@ Heavy-duty mechanism with direct- 
drive motors. 

@ Variable-speed dial search from still to 
10 times normal in both forward & 
reverse directions. 

@ New video processing unit. 

@ Improved colour dubbing quality. 

@ Three selectable video inputs. 

i Field-still and slow-motion playback. 

@ Extemal sync capability. 

@ Condensation prevention heater. 

@ Colour framing servo with H-phase 
control. 


HEAD OFFICE AND SALES DEPARTMENT 


32 CHURCH ROAD, NORTHOLT, MIDDX. 


os1- 841 4321... 


FAX: 081-841 1399 


RM86u 

@ Instructs operater in sequence of editing steps. 

@ Two displays monitor tape controls & lap time. 

@ “Go-to” function accesses edit points quickly 
on a monitor screen. 

@ Frame-by-frame edit-point correction. 

@ Preview and review editing capabilities. 


@ Audi itor level I. 
Audio monitor level contro SSIONAL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 


HAMLET'S CAMCORDER PROMISE 


WE WON'T BE 
BEATEN 


Soe 


FULL DEMONSTRATION IN STORE 


Try our super range for yourself in our ‘hands-on’ 
Camcorder Demonstration Bay! 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE 


WHY SEND OFF TO _ pm 
LONDON FOR WHAT Beye S373 
YOUCANGET [imal Tefaxs 
LOCALLY AT 


ASK FOR OUR 
CAMCORDER 


IN r; }| Geers) Jon Cunningham 
\ + or John Brennan 


BACKED UP BY FULLY TRAINED 
STAFF IN MODERN WORKSHOPS 


AUDIO VISUAL 


44 High Street, Cheadle, Gtr. Manchester. 
Telephone:061-428 8180 Fax:061-428 0391 
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SONY 500 


SUPERB 8MM CAMCORDER, 8 X 
ZOOM, STILL PICTURE + SLOW 
MOTION ON PLAYBACK, P 
4 PAGE DIGITAL SUPERIMPOSE “Sj 


SONY TR 55 

MINI STANDARD 8MM - AUTOFOCUS 
6 X POWER ZOOM, ELEC. V/FINDER. 
1/50 - 1/4000 SEC. SHUTTER, DIGITAL 
SUPERIMPOSE WITH SCROLL 


£ 999.95 
* Free accessories of your choice to the value of £60 


PANASONIC MS 2 


420 LINES OF HORIZONTAL 


MONITOR & ZOOM MIKE 


* Free accessories of your choice to the value of £120 


PANASONIC MC20BB 
FEATURES TWO FAST SHUTTER SPEEDS 
OF 1/500 & 1/1000, 6X ZOOM, 
FLYING ERASE HEAD & 

MULTI-ZONE AUTOFOCUS 


JVC GR60 


VHS C 6 X ZOOM, 1/1000 SEC. 
SHUTTER SPEED, 3 PAGE DIGITAL 
SUPERIMPOSER, INSERT EDIT ; 
& AUDIO DUB, INC. CASE 


* With Free accessories of your choice fo the value of £60 


JVC GR S707 
CAMCORDER OF THE YEAR, 8 X 
ZOOM, HI-FI STEREO SOUND, AUTO 
& MANUAL EXPOSURE, TIME- 
LAPSE, ANIMATION ETC. 


* With free accessories of your choice to the value of £120 


VHS C SYSTEM - 8MM? CONFUSED? DON'T BE - OUR EXPERT 
STAFF WILL GUIDE YOU THROUGH THE RANGE WITH A LIVE 
DEMONSTRATION. 


FULL RANGE OF VIDEO PROCESSORS.MAIL ORDER 
ENQUIRIES WELCOMED. 


EDINBURGH 
VIDEO CENTRE 


151-155 MORRISON ST. TEL: 031 229 4116 
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Panasonic 


there is no deterioration in picture 
quality,’ Mikio Higashi, director of 
Panasonic’s audio video sector, 
candidly told me. ‘We will not have a 
DAT-style copyright debate because 
the W1 uses analogue technology. It 
will not hurt the software companies. 
Our objective with the W1 is to make 
VHS a worldwide communication 


medium. It is not designed to aid 
piracy.’ 

So how well does it work? At What 
Video’s request, Panasonic copied 
an NTSC tape of a Japanese game 
show in PAL format. Visually the dub 
was surprisingly good, with a fair 
retention of detail and reasonable 
colour fidelity, but there was a quite 


pronounced stroboscopic effect on 
movement, caused by the fudging of 
the field frequency. Clearly, the W1 
will not double as a commercial 
duplicating machine. 

The NV-W1 is expected to go on 
sale in the UK sometime next year, 
with a price tag of around £1500. 


Reflecting its unusual nature, it will > 


= Scanning Line Conversion 


Information on every original scanning line is digitally 
analyzed and calculated to form a single line from two 


original lines. line ul ke 
1+1 line SS 1+1 line 
System PAL/SECAM NTSC a 
Scanning line 625 lines 525 lines NTSC Scanning Lines PAL Scanning Lines 


specific fields are synchronized. 


Fr System | PAL/SECAM 


= Field Frequency Conversion 


The digitalized signals are sequentially stored field-by- 
field in the field memory and asynchronously read while 


NTSC 
(60 fields) 


NTSC 


Field 50 fields 


The remarkable NV-W1 world standard VCR (top) employs sophisticated digital circuitry to conquer differing world TV standards. 
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60 fields 


(50 fields) 


Culling 


(60 fields) 


Repeating 


< 


not come with an onboard tuner for 
off-air reception. 


CURIOUSLY, WHILE Panasonic’s 
video recorder division elevates top- 
end VCR development to new ex- 
tremes, the company’s video movie 
division is seemingly ploughing all its 
research and development efforts 
squarely into the camcorder main- 
stream. Esoteria is not the order of 
the day. 

The first, diminutive fruit of this 
policy is the VHS-C NV-S1 palm- 
corder. Weighing just under 1kg with 
tape and battery, it’s Matsushita’s 
first concerted counter-offensive 
against Sony’s 8mm TR655 initiative. 

And like the V8000 and W1 VCRs, 
it packs an innovative punch. Its 
dramatic down-sizing has largely 
been made possible by the develop- 
ment of the C1 tape transport 
mechanism. Weighing only 275g, it’s 
29 per cent lighter and 8.6mm thin- 
ner than previous mechanisms, and 
comprises dramatically reduced 
components — and a new four-layer 
printed circuit board, which allows 
components to be wired on opposite 
sides of the PCB, thereby reducing 
its size by about a third. 

To further limit the physical size of 
the camera, Panasonic’s boffins 
have developed a ‘Zin. aspherical 
lens and a new 270,000 pixel ‘in. 
CCD imaging chip. 

Interestingly, the Japanese ver- 
sion of the S1 is a Super VHS-C 
camera. However, the tiny new im- 
aging chip is unable to deliver the 
kind of clarity normally associated 
with S-VHS hardware, peaking at 
just 330 lines of horizontal resolution 
through the lens. 

For this reason, our S1 will lack 
the S-VHS recording circuitry (the 
Japanese, unlike picky Europeans, 
will apparently tolerate low- 
resolution S-VHS). 


In Japan, the tiny $1 comes in three fashionable 
hues. 


Needless to say, work is currently 
underway on an improved definition 


Selected frame 


Overall construction 


¢Detects and Digitally 


signal. 


Detects the displacement 
vector in the picked-up 


Signals to be picked 
up are recalled for 
stable picture 


reproduction. frame. 


Enlarges the selected 
picture to fit the TV 


processes hand jitter | 
to produce 
consistently stable 
images. 


bg 


The $1 employs an ingenious Electronic Image Stabilizer to reduce camera shake. 
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Yain. chip which will deliver the re- 
quisite 400 lines of resolution for a 
second generation S1 model, sche- 
duled for UK introduction this time 
next year. 

However, perhaps the most re- 
markable innovation introduced in 
the S1 is the world’s first electronic 
image stabiliser (EIS) — a digital 
updating of the physical gyroscopic 
image stabiliser seen on some 
NTSC VHS camcorders over a year 
ago. 

Panasonic’s goal was ambitious: 
to eliminate the hand-shake which 
plagues ultra-small camcorders. Its 
solution is ingenious. 

When the EIS is engaged, the 
central portion of the imaging chip is 
electronically zoomed to full frame 
size and. scanned in an equal and 
opposite movement to any detected 
hand-shake. 

The central 85 per cent of the chip 
is used to determine shake and it’s 


this area that is electronically en- 
larged. Consequently there’s a 15 
per cent loss of clarity when in EIS 
mode. 

| spent several days playing with 
an early production sample of the 
S1, and while EIS certainly does 
reduce obvious camera shake, there 
are definite penalties to be paid, 
particularly when it comes to picture 
clarity and focusing. But more on 
this when-a pukka PAL production 
sample becomes available in a few 
months’ time. 


LIKE THE new MS70 camcorder, 
the S1 employs a digital Al (artificial 
intelligence) autofocus system, and 
not the renowned piezo element AF 
of old. In the piezo AF system, clarity 
was determined by vibrating the 
CCD with piezo elements. The front 
lens was then adjusted according to 
peaks in the electrical signal. 
The new Al system actually vi- > 
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<4 brates the master lens itself, sending 


data to determine signal level and 
iris settings to an 8-bit micro compu- 
ter, which processes the information 
and, using a stepping motor, adjusts 
the lens accordingly. 

Panasonic claims this operation 


‘ takes just two seconds — one 


second to judge which way the lens 
should move and the other actually 
to move it — and in practice this 
appears to be the case. | found the 
camera quick and reliable in all but 
the poorest light. 

One nice benefit of such an inner 
focusing system is the available 
zone of focus. 

The S1 can focus automatically 

even in extreme close-up; there’s no 
need to engage a separate macro 
mode. 
Other whizzo features on the S1 
include a single screen digital title 
superimposer, stroboscopic record- 
ing (comprised of a series of digital 
still images updated at 0.2 second 
intervals), and a digital snapshot 
mode. The last trick is a cheeky 
swipe at still video technology. 

When engaged, the camera re- 
cords a five-second digital still pic- 
ture then goes into record-pause. 
On the S-VHS NTSC version of the 
S1, this still offers a level of detail 
comparable to a true still video 
image, and it can be printed as hard 
copy via any video printer (Panaso- 
nic has a badged version of the NEC 
FV-510 printer in Japan). 

The regular VHS PAL S1 offers 
digital stills of rather less clarity, but 
it’s an interesting example of the 
way some camcorder manufacturers 
seem intent on seeing off still video 
technology. 

Philips will soon launch a full-size 
S-VHS camcorder with the same 
facility, and my guess is it'll become 
a familiar camcorder feature over 
the coming months. 

Clearly, an astonishing amount of 
technical ingenuity has gone into the 
creation of the S1 camera. Equally 
Clearly, it’ll be just the first in a flood 
of VHS-C palmcorders; which begs 
the question: just how small can they 
get? 

According to Sakon Nagasaki, 
director of Panasonic’s video movie 
division, the theoretical limit is 
‘around 500 grammes’. 8mm is ex- 
pected to bottom out just under this 
figure. 

By leaving out the EIS circuitry, 
the S1’s PCB could be cut in half 
tomorrow. 

However, | suspect a far more 
radical weight-saver is already on 
the drawing board. 

Matsushita is well aware that the 
spoils of the camcorder format war 
will ultimately go to the system that 
cleans up in the fledgling compact 
video market O 


YOUR 


WE CONFRONT PANASONIC'S TOP 
BRASS WITH A COLLECTION OF YOUR 
MOST COMMON QUERIES 


WHILE IN Japan for our technology 
briefing on the V8000 edit deck, W1 
world standard VCR and S1 VHS-C 
palmcorder, What Video fired off a 
salvo of questions, many originally 
posed by you the reader (plus a few 
of our own), at a variety of senior 
Panasonic personnel, including 
Mikio Higashi, director of the firm’s 
audio video sectors and member of 
the board of Matsushita Electric, and 
Masao Nakata and Sakon Nagasaki, 
directors of the video recorder and 
video movie divisions respectively. 

Our questions were often blunt; 
Panasonic’s replies were never less 
than candid. 


JVC HAS recently announced the 
adoption of a digital stereo sound 
system for S-VHS hardware. How 
long will it be before PCM record- 
ing is available on Panasonic S- 
VHS equipment? 


‘WE EXPECT to finalise the de- 
velopment of our own PCM S-VHS 
technology before the end of this 
year. However, as yet, no decision 
has been made on the marketing of 
a digital stereo VHS VCR.’ 


ALTHOUGH S-VHS has over 20 
per cent of the Japanese market, 
it has made little impact in the UK, 
principally because of the high 
price. Are moves afoot to bring 
the cost of S-VHS hardware down 
significantly? 


‘IN JAPAN the average price of a 
standard VCR has hit rock bottom, 
and the trend now is to buy better 
specified, higher value decks. This 
accounts for the success of home- 
grown S-VHS. However, to promote 
S-VHS in Europe we are aware that 
we'll need to make it more afford- 
able. In early ’91 we'll be selling an 
S-VHS model for around £899 — 
and we’re making efforts to reduce 
the cost of S-VHS circuitry further.’ 


BRITISH VIDEOGRAPHERS have 
been constantly frustrated by the 
failure of Panasonic to produce a 
domestic S-VHS portable VCR to 
match its excellent F10/F10 Mk2 


What Video 44 | September 1990 


component cameras. At present, 
users have no choice but to buy 
the professional AG-7450 port- 
able from Panasonic Broadcast. 
Do you have any plans to update 
the five-year-old NV-180 _port- 
able? 


‘SORRY. AT the moment there are 
no plans to introduce an NV-180- 
style S-VHS portable. We would 
suggest that the F10 series cameras 
be coupled with our S-VHS home 
decks.’ 


WHAT VIDEO points out that this 
is a widely impractical solution to 
the problem, and that the soon-to- 
be-released NV-FV1 Laptop per- 
sonal VHS player should have 
had S-VHS recording circuitry 
and a camera input. This allows it 
to double as a personal VHS 
player and a portable S-VHS VCR 
with hi-fi sound system and integ- 
ral 5in. colour LCD. 


‘A DECISION was taken to withhold 
S-VHS capability from the Laptop 
until the S-VHS software supply 


Mikio Higashi: ‘We expect to finalise our own PCM S-VHS 
technology before the end of the year’. 


VIDEO 
UESTIONS 


ANSWERED 


improves — but we admit that your 
idea for a dual purpose Laptop is a 
good one and we will bear it in mind. 
It may well be the only practical way 
to introduce an S-VHS portable into 
the domestic market.’ 


YOU HAVE long pioneered the 
development of sophisticated 
top-end VCRs, yet some simple 
Operational elements on your 
decks remain rather crude, parti- 
cularly the requirement for manu- 
al switching of tape recording 
speed and line input on the entire 
range. Shouldn’t such operations 
be under software control by 
now? 


‘YOU HAVE hit upon a sore point. 
We too have been looking at this 
and will have software switching for 
all functions in our ’91 range.’ 


PANASONIC IS a founder member 
of the new European Laser Disc 
Association. However, it does not 
sell any laser disc players. Just 
when can we expect to see a 
Panasonic-badged laser disc 
player in the UK? 


‘WE HAVE long supported the laser 
disc format in Japan, and now we 
have one in America. A PAL launch 
is possible in one or two years — but 
the lack of software is a problem for 
us. Of course we realise it’s a 
chicken and egg situation. No deci- 
sion has yet been made as to 
whether our player will have an 
NTSC disc replay feature.’ 


PANASONIC HAS had a great deal 
of success with the NTSC replay 
facility pioneered by the L28 VCR 
and continued in the current J35 


model. Do you have plans to 
further extend the facility 
throughout your models — and 
do you have intentions to build in 
surround sound decoders or 
satellite tuners? 


‘WE ARE currently considering ex- 
tending our NTSC replay facility as it 
has been well received, but we have 
no plans to build in surround sound 
or satellite decoders. However, from 
next year, we will offer learning 
remote controls with our high end 
VCRs.’ 


HOW FAR away is a domestic 
digital tape format, and have stan- 
dardisation talks between the ma- 
jor hardware developers started 
yet? 


‘IT IS difficult to establish a timetable 
for the digital format just yet. There 
is much to be resolved. There will 
probably be copyright problems (a 
digital video format will almost cer- 
tainly have a DAT copyguard system 
built in to control piracy), and a 
decision must be made on any 
4:3/16:9 ratio recording capability. 

‘A lot depends on how many 
digital systems are developed and 
whether all the companies involved, 
both European and Japanese, can 
sit down at one table, alongside the 
software industry, and work things 
out. 

‘However, to be frank, there’s little 
to indicate such co-operation will 
occur. In all probability, we’ll launch 
our own digital format early and let it 
become a de facto standard through 
availability — other manufacturers 
would have little choice but to fol- 
low. 

‘Do you not think?’ 


Masao Nakata: ‘It is difficult to establish a timetable for 
the (new) digital format just yet’. 
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AKAI PVS-C100E ®=: PANASONIC TX-24A1 be 
s 24" Nicam TV stereo, fastext, dome speakers system, S-video 
connection, Scart & inputs for the band sources. Supplied with 
TVAvideo stand. 
ALSO IN STOCK 
Panasonic TX24WI Nicam TV SPHONE 
Al Nicam TV PHONE 


| 1a 
AL: 
mM 

ax 


electronics 


a K. Pani £PHONE 

: ' s £PHONE 

: ¢ Pane £PHONE 

capturing those memora- é cTC £SPHONE 
ble moments. £ Phone Full Range of Panasonic TV's in stoc 


e SONY KVD2512U . 
PANASONIC NV. MC30 25” Nicam stereo TV with twin Scart, full ¢ Phone 


New VHS-C camcorder with hi- remote control, fastext, 60 channel 


PHONE 
PHONE 

H i" PHONE 
manual iris, fade, 2 stage mic, 
hip with accessories and 
hard case. PHONE 
£PHONE 


Full Range of Sony TV's 


MITSUBISHI 
CT-2555 STX 


25” Nicam hi-fi stereo Black Diamond TV 
S-VHS input, Scart with full remote con- 
trol. Supplied with TV/video stand. 


in stock 


ALSO IN STOCK 
CT-2964STX 29" Nicam TV SVHS Input & Stand £PHONE 
CT-2153STX 21” Nicam TV SVHS Input & Stand PHONE 
25" TV Fastext, Remote, Stand Stereo £PHONE 
X 25” TV Fastext, Remote, Stand £PHONE 
STX 21” Nicam £PHONE 
Full Range of Mitsubishi TV's in Stock 


STOCK 
Canon A1 HiHiband version of popular A1 ........ SPECIAL PRICE 


New S-VHS full size camcorder for the 
semi-pro offering +400 lines resolu- 
tion, 10x power zoom, insert edit 
with feh, audio dub, manual iris con- 
trol, fader, auto/manual focus and 
much more. Supplied with accesso- 
ties and case. Available with 3” colour 
monitor also. 


New VHS camcorder. Hi-fi stereo 
sound, 8x power zoom, audio dub, 
sound on sound, insert edit, fade, 
flying erase head, 3 zone auto focus, 
high speed shutter, time lapse, new 
zoom, 3 stage stereomic, supplied 
with accessories and hard case 


Incorporating: The New 
450,000 Pixel Chip with 8x 
Zoom. Hi-fi Stereo Sound, 
Digital Superimposer, Direct 
compatibility with the new Pan- 
asonic VWEC 300 Edit Control- 
ler, Audio Dub, Sound on 
Sound, Insert Edit, LCD Vision 
panel, supplied with all acces- 
sories and hard case. 


VWVBCIE 


ERIES 


2x NVFS100B S-VHS record- 
ers linked with the revolutionary 
VWEC300 Edit Controller. A 
fantastic system for those re- 
quiring professional results at a 
fraction of the cost! 


BEBBSRBRIERSEBE 
aeseaaaagsseess 


ALSO IN STOCK 8mm Semi-Pro Editing Suite available + on demo now 
Panasonic WJMX10 £ New Low Price Hama Videocut 10 and Sony RMC 300 


PANASONIC WONDER 
MIXER WJMX12 
Phone now for oo FINCHLEY 


availability & price Bp 
PANASONIC WJ AVES PARK RO \ 


NEW DIGITAL AUDIO/VISUAL MIXER 


on 
igital picture in picture 
include freeze/strobe, 


Po] : 
cdap ee bdae haar omer EAE, 


150 YARDS AWAY FROM FINCHLEY CENTRAL 
TUBE STATION ON THE NORTHERN LINE 
EASY PARKING IN TUBE STATION CAR PARK 
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INTRODUCING THE 


BRITISH 
AMATEUR 
VIDEO 
AWARDS 


ORGANISED BY 
WHAT VIDEO AND CAMCORDER USER 
SPONSORED BY 


a. MITSUBISHI 


CALLING ALL budding amateur video-makers. 
The time has come to get into gear for this 
year’s What Video/Camcorder User movie- 
making competition, sponsored by Mitsubishi, 
and this year it’s bigger and better than ever! 

In its first year of operation, it instantly 
established itself as the most prestigious 
competition of its kind — with a screening of the 
winning entries on the big screen at the National 
Film Theatre and prizes presented by none 
other than film legend Sir John Mills. 

Now, one year on, it has evolved into the 
British Amateur Video Awards — and we’re 
quite convinced that in no time at all, BAVA will 
mean to amateur movie-makers what BAFTA 
means to the professionals. 

Over 300 entries were received last year and, 
with surprisingly few exceptions, they showed 
in a most convincing way, the level of talent and 
enthusiasm which exists amongst our readers. 

And we want to see more. 

So, if you think you can use your imagination 
and wit to put together a video movie — with a 
beginning, middle and end — we want to know 
about it. 

The subject is up to you — drama, 
documentary, fantasy or pop video. We want to 
see what you want to make. 

Don’t be concerned if your equipment isn’t 
the latest piece of hi-tech. What really matters is 
what you do with it. The craftsmanship you 
show in putting your ideas onto video. 

The competition judges will include the 
editors of What Video and Camcorder User plus 


John Wright and Tony Rose, respected 
contributors with a long and honoured 
experience in the world of amateur film-making. 

What’s more, each entrant will receive a 
written appraisal of their work, based on the 
judges’ comments, which should prove a 
valuable pointer for future video projects. 

The closing date for the contest (including 
submissions from overseas) is February 11, 
1991, giving you ample time to put your 
production together. 

Entries will be accepted in any domestic video 
format (UK PAL compatible) and must run for no 
longer than 15 minutes, though they can include 
up to five minutes of material sourced from film 
(such as animation) or still photography. 

And the prizes on offer are truly spectacular. 

Cash prizes await the top three winners; 
£1000 for first place, £750 for second and £500 
for third. 

Each of the Top Ten winners will receive a 
unique (priceless!) BAVA trophy. The prizes will 
be presented by a notable celebrity at a public 
screening of the winning entries at the National 
Film Theatre, London. 

Below you’ll find a summary of conditions of 
entry. Read these carefully before submitting 
your cassette. 

If you’re into videography, start planning 
today — you could be well on the way to 
nationwide recognition in these prestigious 
awards. 

But, whatever you do, don’t forget to have 
some fun along the way. 
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SHAPES OF 


ROBERT ANGUS REPORTS FROM THIS YEAR’S CONSUMER 
ELECTRONICS SHOW IN CHICAGO WHERE SMALL CAMERAS ARE 
BIG NEWS AND PRO-LOGIC COMES WITH A DESIGNER LABEL 


THE BIG news from America’s Con- 
sumer Electronics Show is that cam- 
corders are smaller than ever, the 
home theatre, complete with sur- 
round sound is big, and audio/video 
signal distribution systems are in. 

With sales of camcorders running 
about 30 per cent ahead of 1989 
figures for the first six months of 
1990, in a generally sluggish con- 
sumer electronics market, it’s not 
surprising that camcorders com- 
manded lots of attention at the re- 
cent Consumer Electronics Show in 
Chicago. 

While the biggest headlines were 
reserved for announcements of 
8mm models by hitherto-staunch 
VHS-C supporters. like Hitachi, RCA 
and Zenith, the real news was the 
contest between Sony and JVC for 
the honour of offering the smallest 
and lightest camcorder yet. 

Sony’s CCD TR4 (due here as the 
TR45) edged out JVC’s diminutive 
GR-AX7U (known in Japan as the 
GR-LT5) — but only by 17 gram- 
mes. Lightweight models from RCA 
and Panasonic weren't far behind. 

Sony’s 8mm unit weighs just .7kg, 
without tape or battery, and comes 
with 6x variable speed power zoom 
lens (7-42mm), with macro focusing 
and a 5 lux minimum illumination 
rating. The image sensor is a Vin. 
CCD with 270,000 pixels and a 
four-speed variable shutter with 
speeds up to 1/4000 second. 

The JVC contender is a VHS-C 


The titchy JVC GR-AX7U is the 
latest VHS-C frontrunner in the 
palmcorder race. See also News, 
this month. 


model which also weighs .7kg with- 
out tape or battery. Its 6:1 power 
zoom lens has six shutter speeds 
ranging from 1/60 to 1/4000 second, 
4 lux low-light sensitivity, auto macro 
focusing, and also uses a ‘in. 
27,000 pixel CCD. Extra features 
include a digital title superimposer, a 
letterbox mode for simulating wide- 
screen effects and trigger alarm 
fader. 

While Panasonic’s NV-S1 may 
have lost out to the competition by 
56 grammes, its palmcorder nick- 
name could become generic for 
these tiny hand-held units. For more 
on the S1 see our special Panasonic 
feature this issue. 

Hitachi unveiled both VHS-C and 
8mm entries in the miniature categ- 
ory. The VM-C1A ‘Thin Man’ has 
already been seen in the UK as the 
‘Twist and Shoot’. Its sibling 8mm 
unit, the VM-E10 comes with 6x f1.8 
zoom lens, uses a V2in. CCD image 
sensor and has a low-light rating of 3 
lux. 

Other manufacturers showing or 
planning their first 8mm camcorders 
include Samsung and Funai. 

Prices announced for these and 
other new camcorders suggest that 


shoppers will be paying less for > 


O 


THINGS _ asise 


On the floor of this summer's 
Consumer Electronics Show, it’s 
camcorders that hog the spotlight. 


What Video September 1990 


Beauty is inthe eye of the holder. 


Ei Canon's new Ai HI 
video camera looks very 
different. You'll realise 
why when you hold it. 

It feels amazingly well 
balanced. 


It needs to be because it 
has a-powerful 10 x 
zoom. Most cameras 
would have to be 
mounted on a tripod to 
be sure of the stability 
that’s built-in to the 

A1 HI's design. 


The recorder section is 
slanted, so you shoot 
with your arms close to 
your body, with less load 
on your wrists. Dual 
action grips allow a 
choice of grip with dual 
start, stop and zoom 
control. 


What makes the A1 HI 
really stand out is its 
superb picture quality. 
The 8mm Hi-Band 
system ensures even 
sharper images and 
more life like pictures 
with natural tones and 
greater depth. Even 
copies retain the high 
quality of the original. 


Get the feel of an Al HI. 
Its comprehensive range 
of features including 
stereo sound, correlated 
2-field metering and 
even Digital manual 
exposure control make 
the most of that 
performance. 


Then you'll see why its 


beauty is more than 
skin deep. 


Canon Ati 


Canon - Manufacturers of Cameras, Videos, Calculators, Copiers, Computers, Facsimile, Typewriters and Micrographics. 


The Toshiba TRX-2000 is the 
world’s first satellite receiver 
with a Super VHS output for 
improved picture definition. 


<4 camcorders this year than they did in 


1989. Most new models are setting 
new low price points, which means 
that older, higher-priced models face 
sharp price cuts if dealers are to be 
able to sell them. This applies to 
both the UK and US markets. Ever 
lower lux ratings, faster shutter 
speeds and more attractive prices 
are also designed to lure shoppers. 


ALTHOUGH THE concept of home 
theatre — large-screen TV accom- 
panied by theatre-like surround 
sound — received its official launch 
at the Winter Consumer Electronics 
Show in January, the idea played a 
prominent role at the summer show 
as well. In fact, mark this show as 
the one where Hollywood got in on 
the act, with the introduction of the 
Lucasfilm THX system for the home. 

THX exists as a state-of-the-art 
sound system in more than 500 
cinemas worldwide and was first 
explained in depth in the April issue 
of What Video. As conceived for the 
home and introduced by Technics 
and Lexicon, it’s little more than a 
designer label for Dolby Surround 
Pro-Logic technology. 

In the theatre, a THX sound 
system must not only have the 
requisite number and type of loud- 
speakers and electronics, but must 
be installed precisely in accordance 
with designer Tom Holman’s ex- 
acting specifications. The acoustic 
characteristics of the cinema itself 
must measure up to THX standards. 

Obviously, all of this is not practic- 
al in the home. Instead, Lucasfilm 
has specified design criteria for the 
loudspeakers and electronics (as 
well as placement of the former in 
the listening room). This is designed 


to improve the frequency range and’ 


balance over the range; maintain 
proper loudness and dynamic range 
capability at low distortion; and im- 


TOSHIBA 


prove stereo imaging and dialogue 
clarity. 

Developer Holman readily con- 
cedes that loudspeakers that do all 
this may not be ideal for the repro- 
duction of music in the same en- 
vironment. Conversely, he says, a 
high fidelity loudspeaker designed to 
derive life-like sound from a musical 
tape or CD may sound uncomfort- 
ably bright when reproducing a 
movie soundtrack. So he recom- 
mends two separate sound systems: 
one for listening to music, the other 
for providing home theatre surround 
sound! 

The Technics THX home theatre 
package costs $12,000 in the States 
and includes an SH-TX100 infra- 
red-remote-operated sound control- 
ler, three 100w SE-TX100 power 
amps, three front speakers for left, 
centre and right channels, two sur- 
round speakers and a sub woofer 
with dual 12in. drivers. 

The control unit includes signal 
processing to derive THX sound 
from a Dolby-encoded film sound- 
track, whether delivered from cable, 
satellite, video cassette or laser disc. 
Both digitai delay time and relative 
speaker volumes and balance can 
be adjusted to tailor the system to 
the exact acoustic parameters of the 
listening room. 

It can also simulate surround 
sound from mono _ programme 
sources and includes a built-in test 
signal to aid in initial set-up. All you 
have to supply is the large-screen 
video image and the software. 

In one of the show’s few real 
surprises, Sony took the wraps off its 
Digital Signal Transmission system, 
or DST. According to Sony, the 
system converts the audio portion of 
all signals into digital form for trans- 
mission through existing household 
coaxial cable. 

Video signals remain in analogue 
form. Infra-red commands converted 
to digital, travel in the opposite 
direction to operate programme 


What Video September 1990 


sources such as VCRs, satellite 
receivers or laser disc players in one 
room, by using their own remote 
controllers in another. 

The system comprises a control 
centre that can convert up to eight 
stereo channels from a variety of 
sources into 16-bit digital audio data. 

Unlike conventional hard-wired 
distribution networks, Sony says 
DST can maintain a digital signal 
from the laser disc player, satellite 
receiver or other digital audio 
source, to the D/A convertor in a 
remote location, thus avoiding signal 
loss, distortion or interference. 

Each decoder/amplifier comes 
with its own control centre panel. 
Using a built-in keypad, it allows for 
independent remote room control of 
all system functions and level set- 
tings. It also incorporates a built-in 
infra-red sensor that works in con- 
junction with the system’s supplied 
universal remote control. 

The hand-held unit can also be 
used in the main entertainment room 
to provide direct access to any 
audio/video source component. 

Although ingenious, Sony could 
face patent fights from at least two 
manufacturers who claim that the 
technology belongs to them. Go- 
Video, the company that’s produced 
more lawsuits than the dual-well 
VCRs it would like to be known for, 
claims that its patent covering wire- 
less re-transmission also applies to 
Sony’s infra-red/coaxial cable inter- 
face. So does Xantech Corporation, 
one of the first producers of hard- 
wired audio/video signal distribution 
systems. 

Xantech Corporation’s Video Link 
division was one of the first to 
market a hard-wired audio visual 
signal distribution system, and holds 
the patents which cover the better- 
known Rabbit and Channel Plus 
systems. The company’s new pro- 
ducts include two tiny surface-mount 
infra-red receivers, the Dinky-Link 
and Micro-Link. 


ALTHOUGH SATELLITE television 


sprang to life at Consumer Electro- ® 56 


242 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 
LONDON - Wi 
TEL 071-636 5974 


287/289 EDGWARE ROAD 
LONDON - W1 
(H.L. Smith & Son Ltd) 
TEL 071-723 5891 
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Sas Peer eh 


071 402 2441 


313/315 EDGWARE ROAD 
LONDON - W2 
TEL 071-402 2441 


67 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 
LONDON - Wi 

(Next to Goodge Street Station) 

TEL 071-637 9787 


We will match or beat any genuine quoted price! 
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AKAI VS-967EK 
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VS-FI5EK. 
£299 95% 
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MITSUBISHI 

HS-B12 HS-B41_ 
HS-B27_ HS- B31 
HS-B37 HS-B212 
HS-B52 HS-B11" 


NEC 


NEC VIDEO PRINTERS 
With the NEC Video printer you can 


take any shot straight from the TV 
screen in full colour. Print as many 
pictures as you like from any frame, 
each with the time, date and your 
Saal personal message in colour. 


FVP-510 Video Printer BEST PRICE! 


PX-1200PiP 


Bargain at £299!! 


Ai FREE 


FOR EXPORT 


NATIONAL NVG 500EM 
Multi-system video recorder 


PAL/Secam/NTSC/Secam DK/Secam L 
8 hr NTSC playback on PAL TV 


£449 
Inc VAT 


HITACHI VT619EM 
Multi-system Video-recorder 


PAL 1/B/G Secam B/C & NTSC 4.43 
Full remote control 


£299 


Inc VAT 


: VR-6585(nicam) 
NN 7 BEST PRICE 
; VR-6880(Video with 


Icd screen) 


PHILIPS £539 


VMC1F 


HITACHI 


si0ja,.@ HITACHI 
PURCHASE (mbaoaeaalay 
SPECIAL 

PRICE 


£849 


BUY OUTRIGHT 
+ FREE GIFT 


F1.28 Zoom lens 
Variable Hi-Speed shutter 
Fade in/out 

Interval/one shot record 


HITACHI 


Multi-system 
portable VCR 
with LCD PHONE NOW FOR 
colour monitor AN UNBEATABLE PRICE! 


7” VIDEOWALKMAN! 
NC” Gv8 3” £499.95 
GV9 4" £599.85 


* While stocks last! 


SONY 


CCD-V900E 
CCD-SP5 (SPORTS) 
SL-V270 (NEW) 


SL-HF950 (Beta Hi-fi Stereo) 


~ 4 SANYO 
VHR-D4890E 


VHR=D5450E os sstesceccostcuatienseone . £359.9) 
VHR-D5350E ... ; k 
MER D5 2ADE Soc sitacctiet aves cetiensrataes . £394.95 


£500.95 
sve 


GF-S1000H ... PHONE 


5 [eae LIMITED 
STOCKS 
HR-D620EK ..... £379.99 GR6EOEK 
HR-D610EK...... £339.99 
HR-D540EK(New) .. POA £699.95 
HR-D337MS (Multi-system) ..............0 


BEST PRICE 
BEST PRICE 


WJ-MX10B AV Production mixer 
W4J-MX12B S-VHS A/V Mixer 
WV-F158AFE (New) 
WV-F1515XE 

VW EC300B Edit controller 


WORLDWIDE 
TAX-FREE 
E yx UP OORT 
CPEUN GORGE 


WORLDWIDE 
TAX FREE 
EXEPT OcReh 
ClEIN TaR Ve 


Se gig cheque/PO | 
‘fe 
| or debit Access/Visa 

MAIL ORDER AmewDiners card f 


POF IEE te! | 
| 071- 402 2441 Exiry date | 


Please supply rn dares ciel mata | 


Oa eer 
HI-WAY HI-FI Postcode 
313 EDGWARE RD 
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ALSO ON SALE... 


Satellite © 


Pitched Battle — We line up the forces of Sky and 
BSB against one another with an in-depth 
analysis of who shows how much of what 

Expand Your Horizons — Fed up with ‘only’ FSS band 
transmissions? Want to try out DBS and Telecom bands for 
a change? We tell you what you need and why you need it 
Return Of The Channel Guide — It’s back, 

and better than ever. The What Satellite guide to 
the heavens, the European Channel Guide — the 
low-down on all the Ku-band satellites on view 
from the UK. Find out what you’re missing 

Test Reports — Maspro’s upgraded SRE-90S comes under 
our microscope as does the Pace SS6000 along with the 
much-heralded Discus Ellipse. Plus we look at a novel 
product which aims to get those dishes out of sight and into 
the loft! 

All this, the latest news and views, the 
indespensible What Satellite Buyers Guide and 
the month’s programmes on satellite 

On sale August 16, or subscribe using the coupon below 


TO: CAMCORDER USER, Select Subscriptions, 5 Riverpark Estate, Billet Lane, 
Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1HL. 

Please supply.............ccsecsseseeee annual subscriptions to CAMCORDER USER: 1 year 
UK £21, Eire and Europe £35 sterling; U.S.A. or rest of world £60 sterling airmail. 
(Note: For Eire or Europe we need a Eurocheque or sterling cheque drawn on a U.K. 
bank or branch.) | enclose cheque for.................00:06+ (Please make all cheques 
payable to WV Publications Ltd.). Allow six weeks for subscription to start. WV/SEPT 
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tive video-making monthly magazine 


CAMCORDER 


A ‘rough guide’ to the Canon ESOOHi — Sankha 
Guha, presenter of the BBC’s Rough Guide To 
The World, evaluates Canon’s new Hi8 
contender 
Acorn computer effects for video — is this a system to rival 
the Amiga? 

Sex, Lies and Videotape — understand the 
medium you’re working with — we explain the 
technology of videotape. A special report 

Lens converters on test — an in-depth survey of over 25 
different add-ons. If you're looking to improve your vision, 
don't miss this investigation 

Mini racing-cams — miniature video t 

is put through its paces on the racing circuit 

A low-down on LCD projectors — taking a closer look at 
this new big-screen technology. A must for video clubs and 
enthusiasts alike 

On sale August 16, or subscribe using the coupon 


| TO: WHAT SATELLITE, Select Subscriptions, 5 Riverpark Estate, Billet Lane, 
| Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1HL. 

| Please supply..............csseesseoes annual subscriptions to WHAT SATELLITE: 1 year 
| UK £21, Eire and Europe £35 sterling; U.S.A. or rest of world £60 sterling airmail. 
| (Note: For Eire or Europe we need a Eurocheque or sterling cheque drawn on a U.K. 
| bank or branch.) | enclose cheque for..................e000 (Please make all cheques 
l payable to WV Publications Ltd.). Allow six weeks for subscription to start. WV/SEPT 
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What Video [si September 1990 


534 nics Shows in the late 1970s, it has 


Chicago CES 1990 finally 
sees the launch of DAT onto 
the US domestic market. The 
start of something big? 


all but vanished from these events in 
recent years. 

Receivers have seemed divorced 
from the increasing interaction tak- 
ing place elsewhere in consumer 
electronics. 

That was until Toshiba introduced 
its TRX-2000, the first satellite re- 
ceiver designed specifically to take 
its place as part of a Super VHS 
audio visual system. It features an 
S-video output to couple directly to a 
similar input on Super VHS TV 
receivers and VCRs. 

Although there are no telecasts 
using Super VHS, Toshiba says that 
the viewer will benefit immediately 
because the system separates chro- 
ma and luminance signals, cleaning 
up such NTSC picture artifacts as 
moirés, vertical edge dot interfer- 
ence and bleeding colours. | wonder 
if receiver makers in the UK will 
follow Toshiba’s lead? 


THE NUMBER of manufacturers 
offering laser disc and combination 
CD/LD players continues to grow 
faster in the States than total sales 
of such units. The Electronic Indus- 
tries Association claims that 215,000 
consumers will buy combination 
players this year (compared to 
350,000 large dish satellite antenna 
systems sold in 1989). 

Pioneer dropped the price on a 
starter combination player to $500, a 
move that’s expected to start a price 
war that could encourage more con- 
sumers to buy. Meanwhile, Denon, 
Fisher, Funai, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Samsung and Quasar all showed 
combination players for the first 
time, joining regulars like Yamaha, 
Sony, Magnavox (Philips), Mitsu- 
bishi, Panasonic, RCA and Sharp. 

At the same time, Pioneer said 
that sales of NTSC discs hit 31% 


million in 1989 and that sales for 
1990 are running 250 per cent 
ahead of the same period last year. 


DIGITAL AUDIO Tape also made a 
big noise at this year’s show. DAT 
became a reality in America with the 
Official introduction of recorders from 
Sony, Onkyo, JVC, Denon and 
Technics. 

Regarded as something of an 
anti-climax by many audiophiles and 
much of the consumer electronics 
trade in attendance, Sony’s announ- 
cement that it was about to launch 
two models priced under $1000 and 
equipped with the anti-pirate SCMS 
(serial copy management system) 
garnered the attention of television 
cameras and major daily newspap- 
ers covering the show. Other manu- 
facturers said their units would be on 
the market by September. 

This despite the fact that the US 
Congress had not yet held hearings 
on the so-called DAT Bill (which 
would mandate SCMS in consumer 
recorders), much less enacted it. 
Supporters of the bill, including the 
Home Recording Rights Coalition, 
Electronic Industries Association 
and Recording Industries Associa- 
tion of America, and songwriters, 
music publishers and performers 
who oppose it, were telling the Sen- 
ate Communications Subcommittee 
what they thought of it as we went to 
press. 

Although Onkyo was actually the 
first manufacturer to show a DAT 
recorder in America back in 1986, 
Sony was the first to the market. 
Both Sony units utilise an ISI high- 
density linear convertor system for 
decoding accuracy and virtual elimi- 


nation of cross-over and non-linear 


distortion, and boast a 45-bit noise- 
shaping digital filter and a direct 
digital syne stage to reduce jitter. 


“ * 
What Video September 1990 


Operational features include high- 
speed (200x) music search, music 
scan mode, three-way repeat, ten- 
key direct access track selection and 
60-track programmability. There’s 
also a four-hour record/playback 
mode along with variable fader and 
both optical and coaxial digital input 
options. 

Even though the first DAT decks 
hadn’t reached dealers’ shelves by 
the time these lines were written, 
industry insiders were predicting that 
actual selling prices could soon fall 
dramatically. However, opponents of 
DAT legislation have vowed to sue 
the first manufacturer to deliver the 
equipment, whether or not it in- 
cludes the SCMS copyguard. 

The Electronics Industries Asso- 
ciation’s Consumer — Electronics 
Group has its own defence legal 
fund to aid any manufacturer or 
dealer who is sued. 

And what happens if Congress 
fails to enact the legislation? ‘Our 
decks will be in the stores, and they 
will incorporate SCMS,’ Sony Vice 
President Jason Farrow told a news 
conference. ‘We expect to sell them 
with or without legislation.’ 

Meanwhile, Isosonics, a specialist 
manufacturer of high-end audio pro- 
ducts, offered what it described as a 
complete digital audio tape recorder 
capable of making ‘perfect digital-to- 
digital copies of CD onto inexpen- 
sive VHS video tape.’ 

Its PCM 44.1 claims to be the first 
American-designed consumer digit- 
al recorder. Because it does not 
incorporate SCMS (Isosonics has 
called for defeat of the DAT Bill) — 
the user can make perfect digital-to- 
digital copies of six CDs by touching 
two buttons and walking away. 

The deck is 50 per cent more 
expensive than the Sony DATs. 

Stay tuned for further news O 
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GAIN A STRATEGIC ADVANTAGE WITH THE PROFESSIONAL S SERIES 


Today, you need more than just quality and reliability to stay ahead. The new Professional S series of 
Super-VHS from JVC now gives you that extra something, in the field or the studio. Critical audio and video 
improvements ensure unparalleled quality, generation after generation. A full Professional S range - from 
camcorders to editing recorders and TBC with noise reduction - will give you that edge. To learn more about 
JVC Professional S, call your Dealer, or contact JVC Professional Products (UK) Ltd., Alperton House, 

ara Road, oe hia G Middlesex HAO 1EG. 


PROFESSIONAL 


WE’RE PLEASED 
TO SAY WE’VE SPENT 
YEARS WHITTLING 


AND HAVE VERY LITTLE 


TO SHOW FOR IT. 


Mandiicam 


SONY 


SHUTTER SPEED WHT BAL FOC 


Despite being small enough to fit 
into the palm of a 's hand, the 


Sony TR55 is packed with sophisticated 


camcorder features like 6x power zoom, 
o-focus and hi-fi sound. Perhaps 
that's why the TRO5 is the best-selling 


camcorder in the world. 


SONY. 


WHY COMPROMISE? 


AFTER ANDY MORAHAN SHOOTS SIMPLE MINDS 
HE CUTS THEM ON HIS AKAI 


ty it maddening if 
your T.V. goes on the 
blink? So imagine how 
you'd feel if you were 
directing sixteen 
cameramen through 
sixteen T.V. monitors while 
they were filming the vital 
moments of a live Simple 
Minds concert — and the 
screens went blank! 


Andy Morahan stayed 
cool and carried on 
directing. “I just had to 
pretend to the 
cameramen that | could 
see what they were 
shooting” he says. 


His instinctive feel for 
directing turned a serious 
power failure into a 
SeriOUS SUCCESS. 


The one and a half hour 
Simple Minds 
extravaganza ‘Verona’ 
has been headlined by 
‘Music Week’ magazine 
as “The Video of the 90's" 


Andy's approach is 


simple — “My starting 
point is the song and the 
artist... my ideas must be 
in tune’. 


For the past five years 
he’s been in perfect 
harmony with artists as 
varied as Paul 
McCartney, Tina Turner, 
Bryan Ferry, Van Halen, 
Cindi Lauper, Tears For 
Fears and Billy Joel. Not 
to mention winning the 


1 coveted MTV ‘Best 
| Director’ award. 


Surprisingly, for a man 
who started in animation 
and special effects, his 


style is very naturalistic. “It 
has to be more than just 
effects” he says “it has to 
be atmospheric...a mood 
piece”. 

He’s very particular 
about the equipment he 
uses to capture that mood 
accurately. “We often use 
Akai monitors in post- 
production” he says, 
adding "I'm a stickler for 
quality’ 

like all busy people he 
takes his work home. “We 
usually transfer the rushes 
onto VHS and! watch them 
at home on my Akai before 


| start cutting the film’ 


Naturally, picture 
quality is vital because, 
as Andy PVS C100E 


come from music videos 
that push the visual 
elements to the limit.” 


So it's not surprising that 


the Akai range 
commands so much 
respect. Akai's 


experience in satisfying 
the professional has 
created Televisions, Video 
Cassette Recorders and 
Video Cameras that 
always capture the 
atmosphere, however 
‘moody’. 


Each one offers that 
sound and visual quality 
that allows you to, in Andy's 
words, “Trust your eye" 


CT 2579N 


always professional 
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SJ.DALBY LTD. || @vpy=eN-TV VN 


HUMBERSIDES VIDEO CAMERA 


lh AEST RIE A SN NS I TBE 
SPECIALIST WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ALL OTHER PRICES §f- 


STOCKISTS OF: JVC — MITSUBISHI — HITACHI - MITSUBISHI 
CANON - SHARP — FERGUSON -— YASHICA — AKA MS63! MSBaI 
FUJI - SONY — PANASONIC — OPTEX - SUNPAK — VSres VS O0 Vo” o, M885! MSB7Q 


SLIK - DIRECT-ED — VIVANCO —- HAMA - AICO penaueon 
— KEWMODE - VIDEOLINK - FV33 FV39S NVL28  NVD4s GRAGO  GRED 
GSE processors an a GRS707»,, GRSAf 
suppliers to industry and local authorities ve SLV201 9%», VSB00 
— short term TV & Video hire — VTM640 SANYO. 
ag VHR5200. 
VHR5350 


WITHIN HILTON PHOTOGRAPHIC 
S.J. DALBY LTD. TEL: 0482 227833 et VR727 (CT510 VCA113 


FAX: 0482 25544 JVC VCA105 VCT310 


HRD620EK HRD830EK 

HRDS530EK ~HRD520EK PHILIPS 

HRD610EK HRS5000 VR6290 VR6182 
VR6880 VR6585 


PHONE US BEFORE YOU BUY! WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY 
OTHER PRICE YOU HAVE BEEN QUOTED. 


4 PO RT: WE CAN SUPPLY VIDEO & TV SUITABLE FOR 

= ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. RING FOR DETAILS 

AKAI vs99. ~—s« SANYO. VEM-SIP 
Special Price fi. 


HLEYS foe 


8mm AUTOFOCUS 
P.O. BOX 1826, (DEPT S), LONDON W10 4HT S-VHS VIDEO HIGH SPEED SHUTTER 
TEL: 081-960 4866/0860 268407 RECORDER Special Price 


Not licensed for use in UK Carriage overseas £2 £1,500 INSTANT CREDIT! NO 
a DEPOSIT, 3 YRS TO PAY — WRITTEN 
DETAILS ON REQUEST 


OPEN SUNDAY 9-6 pm 
LATE NIGHT FRIDAY TILL 8.00 PM 


SANYO VMD-6 


8mm, autofocus, 


A Videosender is a small unit which connects to any video recorder or satellite 
receiver. Once connected it will transmit your films or satellite programs to any 
room in the house, without the need for any wires whatsoever. Giving a clear 
quality picture and sound to any TV within a range of 100ft. 

CHEQUE, P.O., ETC PAYABLE TO 


BATTERY BELT 
5% hours for all 


camcorders using Hi-speed shutter 
NP55 batteries 
e.g. F330, F340, 8x zoom 
90 and clones 
‘Inder 1kg in weight 


NEW BATTERY BELT 


D FOR CANON Wned 6 4 12x ZOOM 
wae NOW AVAILAB VHS-C 

7 AH V200 
oh me PROFESSIONAL CAMCORDER 


wn 100W NICAD POWER BELT 1 
tecor 1c, Cotmclde' oth | Just Reduced! Just Reduced! 


with — 100W 
light, 4 hours 
camera/VCR, 9 NP22 adapter gives up to 6 
and V200 po camcorders. MAIL ORDER 
Anywhere in the UK — Phone for details 
(0932) 854522, 851753, 843769 


hours = most 
camcorders. 
9-6V CAMCORDER BELT 
only 1.5kg 
@ Adjustable from 32” to 46” 244-256 STATION ROAD, 
waist sizes ADDLESTONE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY. 


All 9-6V VHS-C camcorders 
Why buy small batteries that will 1] , . 
not last? se PRERY . 
For colour leaflet send SAE to:- at OF ; 
CYGNET PHOTOGRAPHIC 
AVAILABLE FROM 
PO BOX 306 ALL BRANCHES OF JESSOPS 
HIGH WYCOMBE AND ALL LEADING VIDEO DEALERS 
BUCKS HP12 4HP 
DSM VIDEO LTD FOR TECHNICAL ADVICE = 
404 CLIPSLEY LANE RING 0744 451881 Wi ee 
_HAYDOCK, LANCS WA11 OSX —_- FAX 0744 451962 


@ All belts are fused and come 
complete with charger 
4AH 5% REC TIME GRC1-45 


HI-Fl CARE 
VIDEO DEPT. 


KRAMER COMPOSITE VIDEO CORRECTOR 


@ SYMMETRICAL DEFINITION CONTROL 

@ COLOUR CONTROL LIMITS SNOW, metal COLOUR 
@ AUTOMATIC NOISE LIMITING CIRCUITRY 

@ LUMINANCE VIDEO AMPLIFIER 

@ FULL FADE TO BLACK 

@ AUDIO MIX WITH CROSS-FADE CAPABILITY 

@ 3 PROCESSED pate FOR DUPLICATION 

@ VIDEO BANDWIDTH 8Mhz-3dB 

@ Witt COPE WITH PRO VIDEO 8 AND S-VHS 


hahnel 


20W Z00M 
RECHARGEABLE 
COMPACT LIGHT 


@ UNIQUE OPTICAL LENS 


@ VARIABLE Z00M 
@ NO HOT SPOTS 


AS REVIEWED 


KEWMODE 


Special Offer 
TP1 Tele 


TRANSFER ALL YOUR 
PHOTOS ONTO VIDEO 
TAPE CASSETTE 


® BUILT-IN MACRO CLOSE- 
UP LENS. 

@ BUILT-IN LIGHT 

®@ PHOTOS UP TO 4” x 6" 


Ultra-Wide Videography without Distortion! 0-5 wide angle 
converter, complete with 46-49-52mm rings. 


omy 69°99 
KUT2O 2x Telesconversion 


245 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, 
LONDON W1P 9AD 


LIMITED STOCK 
HURRY FEW LEFT 


199 
Limited 
Stocks 


VS4 move. 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 


BP50 ZOOM 


@ UNIQUE SOW LIGHT ZOOMS 
FROM 5° SPOT TO 55° FLOOD 


COVERAGE. 
@ SUPPLIED WITH A 12V BATTERY 
IN A VINYL CASE, CHARGER UNIT 
FT. COILED LEAD. 
@ PROVIDES UP TO 
30 MINUTES 
RUNNING TIME 


CAMCORDER 
SHOULDER 
POD 

HOLDS THE CAMERA 
STEADY TO GIVE YOU 


JUDDER FREE AND MORE 
PROFESSIONAL RESULTS. 


DO OTHER THINGS. 

@ ADJUSTABLE CHEST 

@ PADDED SHOULDER 
BRACKET 

@ DETACHABLE BODY STRAP 


}@ FITS MOST CAMERAS & 
CAMCORDERS 


LCD COLOUR VIDEO 
MONITOR PAL SYSTEM 
B/G ana | 
Can be used as a 
colour _ viewfinder 
attached to your 
video camera, or 
playback monitor. Supplied 
with AV cables @ sun hood @ 
battery holder 
(AC & DC Adaptors Available) 


VT83 MONOPOD/ CHEST POD 
7 ew 
AS REVIEWED IN 
CAMCORDER 
USER 
MARCH ‘90 


MAIL ORDER 


Call us on 
TEL: 071-637 8913 
FAX: 071-636 5027 
Carriage £5.00 per item 


2 a 
Tricity Finance Credit Charge 
All offers subject to availability 
Prices change without 


E.80.E. 


ARKON ‘sray-cool’ 


COMPLETE PORTABLE LIGHTING KIT . 
g as ee 1m Four leaf rotating bam doors 
Cool 


tw Camera mounted or stand mounted gg_H/R prot filter (included) 
— @ 6.5AH SLA pock with strap and 


BEDIRECTIONAL MIC 
WITH SWITCHABLE PICK-UP PATTERNS 


@ Switchable from omni-directional gm _ Designed specifically for use with video 
@ 3.5mm jack plug fitted with 14” jack 


‘super-cardoid 
tw Supresses unwanted sound from sides —_ held — pistol grip included 
and rear ® Independently powered 


Mektemedtamnceed COLOURTECH 2 in 1 


REVOLUTIONARY ADD-ON LENS 
tts unique ‘mutti-ens’ construction gives itthe rare ability to be Reversed’. Fitted 
one way it offers an extended wide-angle vision, then, with one simple 
Movement, gives a 50% increase to your maximum zoom range. ~ 
itis manufactured to the very highest standards and comes 
complete with 46 + 49mm ‘one-touch’ rings, lens hood 
with filter thread, supplied in a case. 


COLOURTECH 


x2 TELEPHOTO 
x.42 WIDE ANGLE” ae. HIGH RESOLUTION MULT-ELEMENT/ 


MULTI-GROUP LENS CONSTRUCTION 
Please state make & model of camera with order 


BIINRA) ‘PRO 930° ™ Umar mroo 


@ Uttrasmooth fluid action all metal head gy Double profile, three section 

@ Variable tension 2-way pan and tilt ae 
&RHuse) cany strap 
column with 5 me oa cng 


@ VCR3044 controls for colour, contrast bright- 
Ness, sharpness, noise reduction, splitline 
on-screen facility, video fader, audio 
fader, audio mixer with Mic/Line/VCR inputs, 

4 input AV switch, 5 output distribution amp and 
extra AV output 

@ VCR3066 as VOR3044 wih SVHS/H8 compatibility 

@ VCR4044 conirols as VCR3044 plus reversable 
Multi-Wipes (variable edge), background 
foreground border Colour Generator (infinite), full 

RGB (Red, Green, Blue), Colour Correction with 


IVANCO 


‘SCREEN BOX’ TELECINE 


TRANSFERS CINE + SLIDES INTO VIDEO 
B Optical mirror with front silver ™™ No central spot and No grain 


HOW TO ORR. 
COLOURAMA 2000 LTD | eins OOSIMPNEDED 


COLOURAMA FREEPOST Northolt UBS 5BR 


fiom De DES by Credit Card 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND FREE UK DELIVERY 
on = oer-861 8321 LUNES) or 


2M 2 cay Sa 
32 CHURCH ROAD, NORTHOLT, MIDDLESEX 


>T HUGE STOCKS 


EXTENSIVE RANGE 
OF ACCESSORIES AND 


HIGHEST TRADE-IN PRICES 


Robert Whyte have complete ranges of 
Camcorders, Videos and Colour TVs by leading names — 


SONY - PANASONIC - JVC - LOEWE 
MITSUBISHI - SANYO - FERGUSON 
TOSHIBA - CANON ... and al/ at the 
lowest prices guaranteed. 


What's more you'll get the deal you really want to 
MOE eT UT because we are giving the BEST EVER PART-EXCHANGE 


PRICE for your camcorder or video recorder. 


We also have on display one of the largest ranges of 
TVs of 33” and above. 


CHANGE UP FOR LESS — PHONE NOW 


OBERT WHYTE 


ou would rather spread your payments, 


INTEREST 3 ‘Il be suprised how Kea Saal 
eri 
RATES rates are even up CO a Pt 


PART Phone with the equipment you are 


EXCHANGE sn inne 2078. and we will give you 


ation on the spot. 


LOW, LOW PRICES 


On extended guarantees. Five year parts and labour. 


MAIL ORDER DISPATCH LIMITED 
IF REQUIRED. 219 DUMBARTON ROAD, GLASGOW Gil 6BB N Gi! 638 
UNNEETHNLR ase es TEL: 041-337 2489 vi | 
1 nL 3 A esi eee fp gga 
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TV AND VIDEO CON 


PRICE LIST JVC/Ferguson/Panasonic 

Description Price 1.5m 3m 5m T, Description Price 1.5m 3m 5m SPP ing Phone a eet Mini8 — Din 19. 
sti Scart Input — 1BNC-+1Phono $6 725875 vy sBNC-BNC 1.2m. 3.04 apse ioe -: pret te M Mn — So 3 hog” $8: 
SLIA Scart Output — 1BNC+1Phono 5.65 7.25 8.7 : 4 a f ot St : 
ou Seat Aion - 875 Lis} BNC-BNC 5m. 5.65 Mini8 — BNC + Phono 10.87 M8MJ Mini8—3.5 St 
SIA Seat Output —IBNC+ SDin fos Testy V2 Legis Fit sis MBN 5 ak hos hc be, ey 
$3 Scart Input —— 1BNC42Phono 6.52 8.12 sez Vi26 = BNC Phono 5m. 6.66 CATCONGETS 1b Grr JL proie the Tarra tt a Sea SABE ‘Saye Min 
SL3A Scart Output — 1BNC+2Phono 6.52 8.12 9.62 V3 BNC-UHF 1.2m. 3.04 Phono) ” ” 7 
SL4 Scart Input — 1Phono+1Phono 4.78 6.38 7.88 VL4 Phono-Phono 1.2m. 2.17 $-VHS LEADS 
SL4A Scart Output — 1Phono+1Phono 4.78 6.38 7.88 VL5 6Din TV Input-2Phono 4.78 6.38 7.88 
SL5 Scart Input — 1Phono+2Phono 6.09 7.69 9.19 VL6 6Din TV Input-3Phono 5.65 7.75 9.96 8 oi plug — 4pin S plug 
SL5SA Scart Output — 1Phono+2Phono 6.09 7.69 9.19 VL7 6Din TV Input-1BNC+Phono 5.65 7.75 9.96 i plug — 2 Phono 
SLBA Scart Output —sPhono rin HP re a hae hee 
Sl? Scart-Scart (Video-1V/Video-Video) sz 8be zee iy - agement rf Ales ame 4 
SLB Scart In/Out — 2BNC-+2Phono 8.26 610.75 12.95 Writ Bid Video 1M ca Pio ses 778 sas 
Seat eet iene sree eerie 10.00 13.50 16.50 47 Gin Video-1BNC+5Din 5.65 7.75 9.96 UCKIT 0, A 

in/Out — no +2Phono 2 .! A i - ‘2 eos 
SL11 Scart In/Out — 2Phono+4Phono 8.26 © 10.25 12:45 VL13_ ~—BDin Video-6Din TV S22 7.08 S88 ee Ooneres Scart Te Nii ii eb Video ‘with Scart 'io 
S13 Sean ZoNCsSDR bz 10.28 1278 LIS 7Dn TV Input aPhono Co 2018s MAN Weems CP Leap as iit ea at anc 
rt — +5Din 5 I y in input-3Phono a Mi B ini Shows wih a connereon 
SL14 Scart-Scart (Fully connected) 10.87 16.98 VL16 7Din TV Input-1BNC+1Phono 6.09 8.20 10.25 Packed in handy storage container 
SLI5 Scart Output — 6Din TV Input 7.39 9.39 11.29 VLI7 7Din TV Input-1BNC+2Phono 6.96 9.20 11.20 
i iain =i iE tee, «6 SATELLITE LEADS 
jut — 8Din input . t a in Input- no+ \ A ‘ 

SL18 Scart Input — 6Din Output 7:39 9:39 = 11.29 _VL20 8Din TV Input-1Phono+2Phono 6.52 845 10.45 
SL19 ‘Scart Audio out —'2Phiono 478 = 6.38 ~=— 788 -VL21~—8Din TV Input-1BNC+1Phono Gee AS tag. SO Seartateut— Scat Viton Sant nou. 
SL20 Scart Audio out — 5Din 4.78 6.38 7:88 VL22 —_BDin TV Input-1BNC-+2Phono 6.96 8.96 10.96 S3PBSB New Lead now wired with additional 
WE WILL BE HAPPY TO QUOTE FOR ANY LEAD NOT LISTED OR FOR ANY LENGTH. VL23 —8Din TV Input-1BNC+5Din 6.96 8.96 10.96 receivers 


Additional Audio Output 2 Phono plugs + £3.00 
Fully wired Scart-Scart leads now available in 5m. length. 


REPLACEMENT CAMCORDER BATTERIES VIDEO LENSES 


141 BATH ROAD UK Post & Packing. Aico Soreet Gon Toe 


SCART ADAPTORS 
'300mAl VA0314 1. Ppa peda e i £38.20 SP2SS Scart Y Adaptor — 1 rt pi 2xScart socket full poioesiieune 
NPZ2H Volt TOOmALtfor Sony, Sanyo, ec oe Bi pe oer nal £143.65 VL775'5 Way Scart Adaptor —1 Seart plug = Sx Scart socke,Wuly wired 
NP66 6 Volt 1700mAH for Sony, Sany0, €or» £28.04 YAQ312 1.5 x Standard telephoto lens “£71.05 NEW d Voll 4 SAH [iP Fask pocket belt. Suitable for camcorders which use 
NP31/VB30 12 Volt 2000mAH for Panasonic, etc ................... £81.80 VAQ310 Fisheye lens. - eosheeate - £34.78 | type batteries. E.g. Sony/Sanvo ete. Runs camcorder for 3-5 hrs 
NP25/JB522 12 Volt 1500mAH for Hitachi, etc £42.61 VAQ311 Close up/wide angle lens £46.96 sor 7AHJ. Pack as above runs camcorder for 5-7 hrs bs 
NP27/JB752 9.6 Volt 1500mAH for JVC GRC7, etc £38.00 VA0317 Autofocus wide angie lens £42.46 
NP28/HP520 12M it 1500mAH for Hitachi, et < of £39.00 VAO341 Super wide/hemispheric lens . £42.61 69.00 
: babe ary VA0321 Quick Flipover Tele/wide lens “ --- £50.96 Above jacks can be ‘charged from your existing charger. Full insturctions 
NP29/JB962 9.6 Volt 1000mAH for JVC, GRAS ..... £30.00 OVL2000.57 x 1.4 x Tele/wide lens set... », £59.46 d s ng _ Sarge From 
NP2SH 9.6 Volt 1300mAH with indicator .............. £36.50 AICO VIDEO LENSES i" Volt. 6:8AHi SLA ‘Shoulder Compiete with mains chai ar lighter 
BP90 12 Volt 4500mAH for Sony Pro Equipt .- £98.00 020 Variable Close-up (7-70cm with rat SOSTUN) CW Case .......... ... £34.76 — socket fitted needs appropriate car cord to connect to camcorder 00 
NP30 7.2 Volt 1500mAH for Olympus etc ... £39.09 015 Wide/Tele (0.57 and 1.4x) C/W : --- £69.55 SPECIAL OFFER.100 Watt video light 12 Volt. Use with 12 Voit 6.5AH Pack 20.00 
NP77H 6 Volt 2200mAH for Sony, Sanyo etc . £42.00 Bio Wiest 0 8 wai if CW Case sce ap CGACICOS £69.88 
NP35 9.6 Volt 1500mAH for new Hitachi models "£46.50 paral (06x a ENC ee oie CAMCORDER ACCESSORIES 
NP37 6 Volt 100mAH for Canon E70/77/80/88... £34.50 Mi A £30.00 
NEW 80 Minute CANON REPLACEMENT PACK - £29.00 £30.98 Uy sree yen Sound Mixer baa 
Please add £1.00 p.p. per battery + 15% VAT. See below. 900.Ultra Wide Ang| 35° 243-43 6164 Stereo Video Mic ...... : ‘36. 
018 Telephoto Lens ¢ €49'52 A087C Mono Headphones with Boom Mic ie 
019 Telephoto Lens wale eee sf | een So wavicea es cide ii ight. les * 3 
LEKTROPACKS All prices please add 15% VAT UK Kewmode VL77 20 Watt Video Lignviéa 50: 
$e ry/Charge! 50. 
Aubrite 20 Watt Video LightBracke¥/AA Nicads . - 65. 
ine-Video Convertor . of 
MAIL ORDER PRICES — POSTAGE CHARGES 612 Cine/Slide Video Convertor/Macro lens . . 30. 
All prices are now listed Ex-Vat. 14TP100 Photo Print to Video Convertor... : 33. 
* 20. 
‘ 26. 
35. 
134. 
4 
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HOUNSLOW, MIDDX TW3 3BT Unions Feed imewt, pectage cearees- Ae MP0 Gan-Charger (Charges Nicads’sLead Acid) 
TEL: 081-572 9737 £10.00-£20.00 +£1.00 T23A 3 Way HE Co-ax Switch 
FAX: 081-569 4029 £20.00 plus +£2.00 ($3003 Way Stereo AV Switens 
TELEPHONE ORDERS NORMALLY Hentog lichinee Viol vib: Roy yee ert perfidy Poece en ee 
To find the cost of your order please ADD 15% VAT ene bred’ 
DESPATCHED ON THE SAME DAY TI 
CALLERS BY APPOINTMENT EN (To the total cost and postage charge). Veno44 2 Way Seat oaahet (AN nti ee naprov 
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IS SMALL BEAUTIFUL? CHARLES 
ROBINSON LOOKS AT MINIATUR- 
ISATION AND CONSIDERS HOW 
IT WILL ALTER THE WAY WE ALL 
VIEW VIDEO 


Stereo sound will feature on 
Panasonic's promised laptop 
VHS unit. 


IS SMALL always beautiful? In au- 
dio, cassettes, personal stereos and 
portable CD players have all carved 
strong niches. Shortwave radios 
have shrunk to a size unimaginable 
ten years ago and DAT, if you can 
cough up that initial £1000 or so, has 
its digital acoustic charms, unex- 
pectedly quick access to tracks, and 
of course a truly tiny cassette. 

But tiny screens just don’t seem to 
have the same appeal, perhaps 
because the human eye demands a 
picture that makes as much sense 
as possible. Reducing the images to 
postage stamp size drastically dimi- 
nishes eye-appeal. 

It could be argued that very tiny 
2in.-TV screens, already widely 
available are about as small as any 
eyes can get pleasure from. 

To transport and play a video 
signal, current mechanisms have to 
be at least cassette size. 

Sony and others in the 8mm camp 
have an obvious edge here. VHS-C 
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tm ELECTRO 
FOR PIN 


and S-VHS-C are not yet ready to 
take full-length movies on one cas- 
sette (although the two-hour com- 
pact VHS tape is under develop- 
ment), while full size VHS demands 
a player the size of a seriously large 
paperback. 

No two companies are coping with 
these built-in problems in the same 
way. Sony’s Video Walkman (and its 
children) hasn’t to me, so far, solved 
the. awkward questions posed by 
bulk, weight and tiny screen. 

Add a directionally very vulnerable 
TV signal, heavily, and the limita- 
tions of the 8mm format, with no 
presence in video libraries, and a 
very limited range of pre-recorded 
software, and you’re trapped with a 
most expensive toy. 


AS IS usual so far in personal video, 
the Video Walkman gives mono 
sound. Picture quality on its 3in. 
screen is OK, but not electrifying — 
the size is just not comfortable 
enough for eyes when watching 
movie-length programmes (which is 
surely what personal video is all 
about). Two in. screens are adequ- 
ate for sport, Neighbours, and hot 
news on the move. 

You can even shrink to 1in., car- 
ried in a pocket or even worn like a 
watch. Fine for TV fanatics, not such 
fun when that video player has to be 
humped around too. 

For many obvious reasons, not 
least the extraordinary buoyancy of 
sell-through (under a tenner, give or 
take) pre-recorded cassettes, let 
alone the possibility of renting from 
local libraries wherever you are, 
full-size VHS miniature VCRs, like 
Hitachi’s Laptop, look to be at the 
forefront of personal video for the 
next five years or so. 

Hitachi’s small wonder is packed 
with features (reflected in its high 
price of £1299.99): it’s a PAL VCR 
with 5in. pop-up screen and a PAL/ 
Secam tuner. The battery allows up 
to 90 minutes playback (PAL of 
NTSC tapes). There’s a_ single 
event, one-day timer, with detailed 
status display on the LCD screen. 

Folded down and ready to give 


battle, this slim, compact unit mea- 
sures only 370 (w) x 89 (h) x 212 
(d)mm and weighs 3.4 kg. 

What impressed me about this 
lovely (doubtless interim) beast, at 
Funkausstellung in Berlin last year 
was the terrific picture quality given 
by the thin film transistor (TFT) 
active matrix screen. 

Full-size VHS to carry around had 
suddenly become a medium with 
almost aesthetic capabilities. 

Look for a similar pop-up laptop 
from Panasonic. Rumour has it, the 
model will have stereo sound. 


GIVEN THE intractability of making 
VHS portable at all, these are gallant 
efforts. Of particular interest is a 
Japanese prototype S-VHS-C pro- 
jector model shown recently by 
Panasonic. 

Not only did this have a small 
built-in screen on which you could 
review yourself as seen by a finger- 
sized mini-camera, the unit could 
also project tapes onto an unex- 
pectedly large screen or wall. 

Projection, indeed, could be one 
way of getting a much larger picture 
from a miniaturised source. 

A large swathe of manufacturers 
is into tiny TVs: Casio always has a 
good range, and is consistently de- 
veloping in miniature. Don’t neglect 
Citizen, whose tiny is just under 
£100. Panasonic’s and Ferguson’s 
very small TVs also double as colour 
monitors for camcorders. 

Remember with these TVs to 
check carefully whether, and where, 
they can travel outside the UK. 

With 100,000 pixels or more de- 
manded for even a very small TV 
screen, LCD technology is right at 
the forefront of miniaturisation. 

The mighty Matsushita is spend- 
ing a fortune on LCD research too, a 


Pocket LCD-TVs — a 
valuable addition to the 
sporting lifestyle? 
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) The revised tape transport 
/ mechanism for the TR-55 
camcorder has allowed Sony 
to dramatically reduce the 
size of its Video 8 range. 


A prototype 5in. LCD TV display 
from Ferguson. 


‘ 


<> sure sign that this area has an 


open-ended future. 

It seems better sense in this brief 
survey not just to catalogue what is 
currently on the market: you can 
easily find that out for yourself by 


visiting good specialist retailers, and 
What Video will keep you constantly 
updated. 


BUT LET’S re-iterate a few key 
points. Video is a storage medium: 
we have seen how oversized con- 
ventional VHS is for easy portability; 
how S-VHS and S-VHS-C aren’t — 
yet, anyway — vehicles for mass 
pre-recorded entertainment and 
Video 8 is nowhere in availability of 
pre-recorded titles. 

So the next video storage medium 
has to be dramatically smaller to 
achieve true ultra-portability. 

Compression of digital music, so 
that only a quarter of the bits normal- 
ly required in storage or transmis- 
sion are used, has been developed 
at Queen’s University, Belfast. 

A memory module or piece of 
circuitry plugged into a socket is the 
storage medium. Goodbye _turnt- 
ables, tapes, CDs. If this can be 
done with music, you bet it can with 
vision. Eventually. 

Philips (another name to watch) 
has developed a programmable 
video signal processor (VSP). This 
is achip of roughly 1cm?, comprising 
more than 200,000 transistors. Be- 
cause it consists of a number of 
components working in parallel, it 
can carry out no less than 270 
million instructions per second. 
Sophisticated digital processing of 
video signals proceeds apace. 
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So contract your storage system, 
and your playback system can 
shrink accordingly. 

Incidentally, this Philips offering 
from Eindhoven is a spin-off from the 
group’s massive involvement in the 
1250-line Eureka HDTV project. 
Quite how ever-shrinking TVs and 
VCRs are supposed to cope with the 
information load of 1250 lines plus 
stereo sound remains uncom- 
mented on. At present, HDTV de- 
mands massive screens. Thomson’s 
16:9 HDTV upwards-compatible TV 
debuts at the end of this year — and 
has a 34in. screen. 

For some time to come, clearly, 
tiny videos and TVs are stuck with 
the transmission standards we’ve 
got. 

Hold your breath, however. Micro- 
miniaturisation is developing very 
fast. One cm? looks positively vast 
when you can fit a complex of silicon 
gears, springs and cantilevers on a 
pinhead. 

Yes, that did read pinhead. 
Nanotechnology, an even more far- 
out refinement, seeks to create man- 
ipulating objects measured in bil- 
lionths of a meter (nanometers). 

I’ve been put in touch with no less 
than seven American research cen- 
tres beavering away at this (current- 
ly more for medicine, but with vast 
implications for other uses, including 
video). Japan’s MITI, as well as the 
US’s MIT are right in there. 

If, on any of the tiny screens you 
can currently choose from, every- 
thing is fine, but the picture is just too 
ridiculously small, there’s a splendid 
commonsense answer. Just add a 
powerful magnifying lens. O 


SHARP VLC 770 12x ZOOM 
Forget the VLC 750 ring Jumbo for a super low 
price on the new model 


SONY PANASONIC 
CCD V250 CCD V380 NVMC 20 NVMS 50 (SVHS) 
CCD SP5 CCD TR55 NVMC 90 (SVHS) 
CCD V900(Hi8) 
SHARP 
Jvc VLC 670 VLC 770 
GRA1 GRS 707 (SVHS) 
SANYO CANON 
; VM E50 VM VME6 
VEM S1 VMD 6 : ; 
VMH 100 (Hi8) VME800 Hi8 A1 HI (Hi8) 
MITSUBISHI TOSHIBA 
HS C40B (SVHS) A1 420 BK 


PLEASE PHONE FOR OUR LATEST SUPER 
LOW PRICES ON CAMERAS!!! 


bi sae deni ecg 


nie 


PANASONIC NVJ35B 


PANASONIC 

NVJ 30 NVJ 35 

NVF65 = NVF-70 

NVFS 100 

JVC 

HRD 660 HRD 540 

AKAI 

VSF 10 VSF 15 

VS 967 VS 75 

VSA 77 

SONY 

SLV 270 SLV 757 

MITSUBISHI IPR LNG 

HSB 12 HSB 32 

HSB 22 HSB 51 | __ PRICE 
OR CALL IN 

HITACHI EITHER 

delat VIM 640 | STORE AND 

NEW MODELS NOW IN shir ned 

SANYO CASH AND 

NEW MODELS NOW IN | ~ ¢aRRy 

PIONEER VR 737 / DISCOUNT. 


RING MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 0635 73040 


JUNC 13 M4 


Jumbo 


HOME ENTERTAINMENTS 


BOTH STORES OPEN 


NEWBURY 


Mon-Sat 10 am to 8 pm 
Sun 11 am to 5 pm (viewing!!) 


HOTLINE 0635 73040 
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L < BRISTOL & WEST 


1 Coombe Square, Thatcham, Newbury, Berks. 


TILEHURST 
LANGLY 
fumes HILL READING 
CENTRE 
Pec rRVBOUT 
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pe 


LONDON———-> 


76 School Road, Tilehurst, Reading, Berks. 


The VS-11E is a semi-pro specification Active 
Composite Video Processor. Comparative screen 
splitter, dual R-Y/B-Y colour control video gain, 


and contrast definition controls. 
4 switched stereo inputs/out 
and camera control. RRP £499, 


New ultra-compact and light (0.9kg) 8mm camcorder. 
@ 6x f1.8 power zoom with super macro AF (1.5cm—~) 
@ Infra-red remote contol of all functions 

tinier Intrasred @ 1/500th and 1/1000th sec shutter 

remote control, @ Digital titler in 8 colours 
fade to/from white, titler and date/tim @ AFM hi-fi stereo sound 
function. Complete with case and £599 @ 4 Lux low-light operation 
accessories. RRP £799. @ Flying erase head 


Canon E800 new Hi-8 camcorder, stereo sound, Hi aa-te(-mem alice 
with case £999. @ 180° flexigrip 


Qi wscaeor 


8x power zoom, 180° 
flexigrip with 

sportsfinder, self- 
timer and interval 


High-Band 8mm 
camcorder. SLR 
style controls, 10x 
8-80mm power zoom, 
stereo FM sound, 
interval & self timer, title 
& remote control. 

Canon BP-E718 Nicad Battery A1 
Canon (G-E1 Character Generator ... 


Revolutionary still 
camera. Takes 50 
igh band pictures 
on a2” floppy. Instantly 
plays back on any TV. Built-in flash and A special bonus for buyers of most camcorders at Tecno in 


3 f.p.s. action mode. Ivory or black, 4/70 July and August. Free video accessories worth £129.80! 


full kit with cables, Nicad battery @ Velbon Victory 480° — 3 section video tripod with 3-way 
and case. On demo at every Tecno. quick-shoe head (normal price £69.90). 


Canon VF-50 erasable 2” floppy disk ..... ae : 
Canen ASC25 Action Sot imanra easel = VMX 1000 5 channel stereo mixer® (normal price £58.90). 


Pro-spec S-VHS-C format 
with full-size drum, 8x 
power zoom, full auto 
and manual exposure 
control, time-lapse, 

animation etc. Many 
more editing features. 


S-VHS-C camcorder. Z — 

400+ lines resolution. A . 8mm camcorder “ - 

8x twin-speed zoom, with 6x power 

cigta tee os effect, zoom, autofocus, 
1/1000 sec high speed 


piezo AF, qisert om —_— shutter, edit search, 
2 page superimposer, £ 7 on-screen function £ VE 
edit control socket & case. display. With soft case. 


Sony V200. Pro spec 8mm camcorder. 8x zoom, 
hi-fi stereo & flight case. RRP £1799. £1200. 


Spectacularly small 
full-function camcorder. 
6x power zoom, elec- 
tronic viewfinder, 1/50— 
1/4000 sec shutter. 7 lux 
operation and digital 
superimpose with scroll. = 


| Full size VHS 

| shoulder mount 
camcorder with 

| hi-fi stereo sound, 
8x power zoom, 

) flying erase head, 
high speed shutter, 
Case, 


£1000! Full-size 
162mm head drum §f 
jfor best picture \ 
an We quality. 8x zoom 
=i mI | with macro and digital 
= ¥ superimposer with scroll. 
Accessories supplied. 
| Minolta 81E 8mm camcorder with 8x zoom and 
5 lux operation. With hard case £722. 


— NP77H NiCad battery .......... 
Rain Jacket THSS6 0c... os .cnc snes 


Panasonic MCG30. VHS-C camcorder with hi-fi 
stereo sound. Case. £999. 


Hi-8 camcorder giving 
400+ lines resol- 
ution. Superfast 
1/10,000 sec 
shutter, 8x power 
zoom, 4 lux low 
light capability, 2 page 


digital superimposer, full 
manual overrides, 2 stage £ 1399 
capsule microphone. 


8mm camcorder with 
8x zoom, 1/4000th 
shutter, 4 lux low-light 


operation, digital superimposer with 
scroll and reverse video, autolock £799 
cover and case. 


Lightweight (1.2kg) 
| VHS-C camcorder with 
; | 6x power zoom, piezo 
_ | AF, 1/500 and 1/1000 

| sec shutter, flying erase head, 
He fade in/out. With soft case. 


VHS VCR with NTSC playback. 4 recording heads,8 © VHS VCR with twin digital tracking sy system, 


digital noise reduction, PIP, edit 


hour recording facility. Insert editing, 

audio dub & syncro edit. VHS inde 300 
search system. 

‘Panasonic J30 VHS VCR with digital audio, 
tracking. Barcode programmer.£349. 


window/insert edit, 3 frame 2300 


freeze, 3-heads & audio dub. 
Panasonic FS-100 S-VHS VCR with NICAM stereo, 
edit facilities via jog/shuttle. £999. 


NICAM St arte hi-fi sound VHS VCR. Digital edit 


monitor, pic-in-pic, variable shuttle edit, Hi-fi VHS VCR with NICAM stereo decoder. 


audio dub, duet editing 


DA pro 4-head flying erase. SPHONE 
with most JVC camcorders. 
JVC HRS-5500 New S-VHS VCR with NICAM 
hi-fi stereo £899 
De 


Ideal for use with 
RME300/RME80 editor. 

Panasonic F65 VHS VCR with NICAM hi-fi stereo, 
audio dub and barcode £499 


Digital tracking control, AGS 


Mult Colour Corrector. Adjusts colour balance with 
joystick control. 15 wipe effects in 8 colours, 260 
50 ee. and shadows. Enhances 


Picture Computer scans any image, 77] on 
screen, superimpose on your footage i 
hae colours. Pencil/airbrush effects, 


Video processor with 
T-bar fader controls. 
Picture enhancement with 
splitline screen for before/after a. 
comparison. Correct colour, contrast, e arerpiieds, 


brightness, reduce noise. Video fade, 
audio mix/fade. 400 lines definition. [: § 
Phono and SCART sockets. 


tvanco 4044 basically like 3044 but adds effects 
section for wipes, dissolves etc. £471.80. 


sae 


Audio Technica T9300 
super directional electret 


condenser 149° 


micro- 
EMBOO0 STEREOMIC . . . 


phone. 
“MORTLAKE: 


76C 


CV300 LIGHT 
CV300 AUTOLIGHT . . . 


22.90 AL20 LIGHT 


Arranges scenes in 
any order. 12 title 
styles, 20 graphics, * 
64 colurs, 17 special 
effects. Operates 
with all formats. 
Auto assemble edit. 


Package ab re 
Production Assista |FOTIMA  —s_—————sd a re 


Save £39 on usual Te heap wre rot AOD 7 74CHENLEY 2... 19.90 979SUPER LARGE . . . 
iL ELEVISH ONS AT LARGER TECNOS STORES 


MITSUBISHI CT-2155TX PANASONIC TX24Al 


FST 21” TV with NICAM FST 24” 50 channel TV 
stereo, Fastext, S-inputs with NICAM ‘DOME’ 

for Hi-8 and S-VHS, stereo sound. S-inputs 
remote control, auto/ for Hi-8 and S-VHS, 
timer switch off, SCART Fastext, SCART 

input socket & sockets. Stand 

RGB wired. included. 


Mitsubishi 2555STX 25” TV with NICAM stereo [ij Sony KVMI4TU FST Black Trinitron screen with 
S-inputs and Fastext £599.00. 


SONY TV CLEARANCE!!! 
KV M21TU FST Mono 
Black Trinitron 21” 

screen. 30 channels, 
Fastext, twin SCART 


Coralon protection for 
your camcorder 


in smoke 
501° £OQ” 7 
blue. 


976 MEDIUM 


teletext and on-screen displays £279.00 


PANASONIC side 
FST 21” screen. 

Fastext, S-inputs for 
Hi-8 and S-VHS, on- 
screen displays and 


sockets and on- SCART socket. 
screen displays. Stand included. 
¢: sockets. 


£369 £379 


Peterbo gets the Te rough 
effect! We're in the 
Queensgate Shopping Centre 
(just inside Long Causeway 
entrance). There are 2000 
parking spaces. 


Manager Andy Scott says: 
“We guarantee you the best 
deal in the Potteries. Come in 
and see our high-tech video 
s@= department and try out the 
latest editing equipment!” 


TECNO KENSINGTON 
360 Kensington High St. London W14. 


071-602 5311 


TECNO EUSTON 071-388 2871 
326 Euston Road, London NW1. 
TECNO CITY 071-588 4831 


120 Moorgate, London EC2. 


TECNO HOLBORN 
3 Procter Street, London WC1. 


071-831 9398 


TECNO KNIGHTSBRIDGE 071-584 4544 
144 Brompton Road, London SW3. 

TECNO BELFAST 0232-438844 
7 Arthur Square, Belfast. 

TECNO BIRMINGHAM 021-632 5737 
1 Suffolk Street, Birmingham. 

TECNO BRISTOL 0272-214421 
Rupert Street, Bristol. 

TECNO CAMBRIDGE 0223-467766 
71 Bridge Street, Cambridge. 

TECNO CARDIFF 0222-237343 
31/32 High Street, Cardiff. 

TECNO GUILDFORD 0483-302011 
141 High Street, Guildford. 

TECNO IPSWICH 0473-236161 
11 Upper Brook Street, Ipswich. 

TECNO LEEDS 0532-425010 
34 The Headrow, Leeds. 

TECNO LEICESTER 0533 547007 
15 Market Street, Leicester. 

TECNO MANCHESTER 061-228 0461 
St. Peter’s Square, Manchester. 

TECNO NORTHAMPTON 0604-36776 
16b Peacock Place, Abington Street. 

TECNO NOTTINGHAM 0602-506151 
3 Seep. Nottingham. 

TECNO OXFORD 0865-244663 
16 High coh Oxford. 

TECNO PETERBOROUGH 11 


3 Queensgate Centre, Peterborough. e 
TECNO READING SFR hci 005 


56 Station Hill, Reading. 


TECNO SHEFFIELD 0742-737311 
10 Pinstone Street, Sheffield. 

TECNO SOUTHAMPTON 0703-229227 
89 Commercial Road, Southampton. 

TECNO STOKE 0782-204444 
2 Fountain Square, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent 

TECNO WATFORD 0923-242225 
53 The Parade, Watford. 


TECNO MAIL 081-898 9934 [am 


ORDER SHOP 
ple Road West, Feltham, am, Middx 


ry Son roy and insurance, £2 per fiom. Same & 
day despatch. Call using Access/Visa on our 24 hour & 
Hotline or fax your orders through on 081-755 3433. 
Send coca, eg orders to Unit 9, — 
Farm Industrial Estate, Feltham, Middx. TW 

JBARCLAYCARD) 


081-898 9934 EN = 


Ask for written quotation. 
Tecno are licenced credit brokers. 


OUT NOW! 


Free 52-page 
Camera & Video eamadae..\ 
From any Tecno or call... 


081-898 9934 


E. & O.E. Goods subject to availability, prices subject to change. 
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OUR SERVICES INCLUDE 


REPAIRS 


ALL SONY AND CANON VIDEO 
EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED AT 
COMPETITIVE PRICES ALSOA 

_ WIDE RANGE OF ACCESSORIES 


(PHONE FOR LATEST PRICES) 


CopyKit 


Transfers home 


movies and 
slides onto 
yideo tape, 


Shoot ultra telephoto & macro (using A.M.L. closeup lens) 


with 5X telephoto converter & focusing device. 


VT-5 (5X) 


@ Magnification Ratio: 5X 
@ Lens Construction: 6-group/9-element 


@ Maximum Diameter x Overall Length: ¢55 x 212.5mm 
@ Weight: 527g @Attachable Diameters: ¢52mm 
(46mm, ¢49mm when used with adapter ring) 


“Only Tele side is possible to use. 


SoundCatcher 


Wines pomnons 


——_ 


BoosterBox 
Video signal amplifier << 
plus dubbing cables. 


CAA OF 


PRICE LIST 


SIMA BATTERY 15 nrs (MIN. PENT) SB-288 ES Pe SIMA LAMP 6V-20W FOR SL3 
SIMA BATTERY 15 hrs (SONY) SB-66 SIMA LENS CARE KIT 

SIMA BATTERY 15 hrs (SONY) SB-22 SIMA LENS SET 

SIMA BATTERY 2 hrs (PANASONIC) S8-587 SIMA MINI SOUNDCATCHER 

SIMA BATTERY 2 hrs (PANASONIC) SB-986 SIMA PHONEPAK 

SIMA BOOSTER BOX 

SIMA CAM-MIKE 

SIMA CAMLIGHT 2 

SIMA CAMLIGHT MAINS CONVERTER 
SIMA CAMLIGHT OFFER C W MAINS 


SIMA QUICKONNECT 
SIMA SOUNDCATCHER 
SIMA SOUNOCHECK 
SIMA SOUNDMIXER 


SIMA SUPER SPORTS POUCH 
S YELLOW 

SIMA TELE MIKE 

SIMA TITLE TAB KIT SVL 

SIMA VIDEO BRACKET 1 

SIMA VIDEO BRACKET 2 

SIMA VIDEO PI 


SIMA CAP KEEPER | 

SIMA CAP KEEPER Ii 

SIMA COPYKIT 

SIMA FILMSHIELD REGULAR 
SIMA FILMSHIELD BAG SUPER 
SIMA HO REWINDER 


SIMA SPORTS POUCH YELLOW 


ROP 
SIMA VIDEO TITLE TAB DISPLAY 122 30 


Specral Close up Lens (AML) 


When you try to get closer. this standard type enables 


fast 1.4X telephoto shooting. 


VT-L (1.4X) 


®@ Magnification Ratio: 1.4X 

@ Lens Construction: 3-group/3-element 

@ Maximum Diameter x Overall Length: 
$79 x 39.5mm 

@ Weight: 105g 

@ Attachable Diameters: ¢46mm 
(¢49mm when used with adapter ring) 


When seeking to capture entire subject in tight quarters. 


this type gives you easy 0.5X _ 
wide angle shooting. 


VW-L (0.5X) 


@ Magnification Ratio: 0.5X 

@ Lens Construction: 3-group/3-element 

@ Maximum Diameter x Overall Length 
$79 x 57.56mm 

@ Weight: 108g 

@ Attachable Diameters: ¢46mm 
(@49mm when used with adapter ring) 


FOR SONY TR55 ALSO RICOH R680. 


FUJIX M690. KYOCERA KO-5530 


DIRECT FITTING WITHOUT ADAPTOR 


oe ee 


If you Cannot call in or you do not have a Bank A/C or 


Creditcard, why not use the Transcash method, no 
stamps, letters or envelopes. Just callin at your local 
Post Office and ask to pay by Transcash, quote our 
Transcash No. 505 9577, fillin your requirements on 
the form, Vic Oddens and the Post Office do the rest 


Postage Please add the following amount to 

your order for postage and transit insurance. 

Smail accessories and film £1.50. Cameras, Lenses, 
Larger Accessories £3.00. Projectors, Enlargers £5.00, 
Darkroom outfits £10.00. Insurance cover up 

to £360. Prices may change without notice E&OE. 

All offers subject to availability. 

Overseas customers please write first. 


WE ar CAMERAS, BINOCULARS, 
LENSES & TELESCOPES 


We are situated on the 
pedestrian walkway 


VT-S ‘on X 1.5 & VW-S WIDE X 0.5 


CREDIT CARD 
ORDERS WELCOMED 


HIRE 


(subject to availability) 


F 380 8mm 

F 500E 8mm.. 
TR55E8mm 

DV 900E HI 8mm 


NEW! E6 Hi-fi stereo (July).. £849 


NEW! E800 HI 8 (July) 
AV HI8mm 


THE "MINI MARVEL". 

6 X POWER ZOOM. 

SPEEDS TO 1/4000. 

DOWN TO 7 LUX. 

DIGITAL TITLER WITH 

SCROLL 

£ PHONE FOR LATEST PRICE 


HI 8 SYSTEM FOR HI RESOLUTION. 
8 X POWER ZOOM. 

SPEED T0 1/10000. . 

DOWN TO 5 LUX. 

2 PAGE DIGITAL 

TITLER WITH SCROLL. 


ft : 3 
Et ABUL EE £ PHONE FOR LATEST PRICE 


N.C. BATTERY DISCHARGER 
ENSURE FULL PERFORMANCE 
FROM YOUR RE-CHARGEABLE 
VIDEO BATTERIES. USE 

A DISCHARGER. 


CANON TOP QUALITY 

CAMCORDER! 

10 X POWER ZOOM. 

STEREO SOUND. SELF TIMER. ~ 

INTERVAL TIMER, | TITLE ” 

GENERATOR & REMOTE CONTROL. 

£ PHONE FOR LATEST PRICE 

LET US QUOTE FOR AIVY, OTHER CANON EQUIPMENT 


INSTANT 
CREDIT 


MAIL ORDER 


which connects London 
Bridge to London Bridge 
Station. Our other branch 
is at the top end of 
London Bridge St. All 
branches are only 2 mins 
walk from the Station, 
Tube and Bus. 

(SECOND HAND & 

PART EX ANY BRANCH) 


NO NEW 
SENT ON 


0D 
PROVAL 


Access, Visa Trust Card & 
Creditcharge orders can 
be accepted by 
telephoning the Branch 
concerned during 
normal working hours, 
there is no surcharge on 
any credit card orders. 


ALL MAIL ORDER LETTERS to 


5 London Bridge Walk, 
London SE1 38x. 


= 
CREDIT 
CHARGE 


AVAILABLE 
UPTO 
£1000 


Please ask for a written quotation 
Lombard Tricity Finance Limited 


5, LONDON BRIDGE WALK, LONDON, SE1 2SX. PHONE: 071-407 6833 


“for LONDON BRIDGE 


We also buy, sellor part exchangecameras, lenses, binoculars & telescopes. 


— PART EXCHANGE — OUTRIGHT PURCHASE _ CREDIT TERMS — = 


FAX: 01-378 11¢ 


(MAIN PHOTO 
OPEN 8.30 AM 00 PM MON TO FRI CLC 


ND BIN 


CULAR SHOF 


43, LONDON BRIDGE ST, LONDON, SE1 9SG. PHONE 071-407 8447 


OPEN 8.30 AM - 6 00 PM MON TO FRI CLOSE 


4, QUEEN ST, MAIDENHEAD, BERKS. PHONE: 0628 22275 


X: 062 


FAX 


21239 OPEN 9.00 AM - 


37, HART ST. HENLEY, OXON. . PHON 


0491 410. 


5.30 PM MON 


TO SATE 


ON THURSDA 


140dX3 IWNOS&Ad — ONISSSDONd AGITS “9°43 — ONILNINd SINOSHOVSEID — ONIONWINA — ONILNIAd 8 ONIdO1ZA30 


AKAI 
AKAI VSF15 Best Buy 
AKAI VSS3EK Long Play .. 
AKAI VS66EK PIP........ 
AKAI VS75EK Nicam........ 
AKAIVS77EK Nicam 2 Speed.. 
AKAI VS425EK.. 
AKAI VS767EK Long Play 
AKAI VS967EK.. 

AKAI VS99EK Super VHS Nicam. 


NEC 


DX 3000......... 


MC30B Hi-Fi Stereo 
£789 


PANASONIC 
PANASONIC M7B Complete .. 

PANASONIC NVMS1B Complete 
PANASONIC MC10B Complete ... 
PANASONIC MC6B Complete . 
PANASONIC MC30B Complete ... 
PANASONIC NVMS50B Complete . 


Jvc 

JVC GR45 
JVC GR60 Complete inc. case.. 
JVC GRA1..... 
JVC GRS77.... 
JVC GR-707 ‘Camcorder of the Yeat 
JVC GFS1000HE 


COMPLETE 
INCLUDING CASE 


£782 


JVC-GRC60 £599 
Complete With Case 


“ MC20B 
£569 Complete 
SHOWROOMS AT: 

223 Tottenham Court Road, London W1 
15 Tottenham Court Road, London W1 
43 Church Street, Croydon, Surrey GULIRONICS 


Showrooms open: 9am — 6pm Monday to Saturday 


COMPLETE § 
£975 


Extra “aan Price 


INC. ACCESSORIES WHILE STOCK LAST 


Jvc 

HR-DG610 “' Best Buy” .5.0.0...<essceenzee 
HR-D750EK Nicam 
HR-D540 

HR-D620 PIP 2 Speed... 
HR-D830EK Nicam 


HITACHI 
HITACHI VTM630.. 
HITACHI VTM640.. 
HITACHI VTM622.. 
HITACHI VT520.. 
HITACHI VT522.. 
HITACHI VT580.. 
HITACHI VT430.. 


SONY 

SONY SLV270 
SONY SLV373 
SONY SLV353 
SONY SLV474 
SONY SLV757. 


PANASONIC 

PANASONIC NVJ30....... vase 
PANASONIC NVJ35 2 Speed 
PANASONIC NVJ65 . 
PANASONIC NVF1...... 
PANASONIC NVF100 
PANASONIC NVG45 
PANASONIC NVG40 
PANASONIC NVG48B PIP. 


.. £D-A-D 


SHARP 
VCA105 
VCD801 


. £D-A-D 


& 


CCDV SP5 
msso COMPLETE 
NCL HARD £799 Extra PRI 
CASE. 2099 t Special Price 


SONY 


CANON 

mpl . 

SONY ae comntele £839.00 CANON E50 including case...... . 

SONY CCDF330 Complete £D-A-D CANON VME640 including case £795.00 

SONY CCDF335 Complete £D-A- CANON VME80 including hard case complete £D-A-D ] 
SONY CCDF340 Complete CANON VME808 including hard case complete £775.00 cas’ 


SONY CCDF500 Complete | | 
SONY CCDF250 Complete i | 
SONY CCDSP5 Complete a | 


HITACHI 
HITACHI VMC1E 
HITACHI VMC52 


SONY CCDV200 Complete £D-A-! 

SONY CCDV88 Complete Special Offer £649.00 ea ate Me 

SHARP HITACHI VM600 Full Size VHS == £775.00 
SHARP VLC750 £745.00 : 
Sr ne VEereO steone HITACHI VM500 Full Size VHS £735.00 
SANYO FERGUSON 

SANYO VMD3 FERGUSON FCOS 


SANYO VMD5 
SANYO VMD6 


FERGUSON FCO7 @) | ai ow 
FERGUSON FCO8 = 


What Video 
Best Buy 


VLC750. 


12x ZOOM 
BEST FEATURE 


£745 Complete 


MS2B 
£1099 inc Hard Case 


CCDV900 Hi 8 


£1139 Complete 
With Case 


“SouY ccoveD. 
Professional 
19 Complete 


MX-12 Mixer 
£1649 


We can try to beat or match any 
Prices at your time of purchase 


ALL PRICES AVAILABLE ON 
MAIL ORDER & SHOWROOM 


i > gm g 


223, Tottenham Court Road 
London W1. 
Tel: 071-637 1619 
All prices correct at time of going to 
press and are subject to change 
without prior notice 
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RICHARD DEAN LOOKS AT THE 
TECHNOLOGY BEHIND LCD 
SCREENS AND CONSIDERS ITS 
FUTURE POTENTIAL 


MOST OF the new technological de- 
velopments in consumer electronics 
have to struggle to promote a new 
concept or format, and hope that it is 
eventually accepted. As we all know, 
many have died a death while others 
are lurching along far below manufac- 
turers’ targets. 

Who can say whether people won't 
be using cheap video cameras and 
selecting the best shot for printing by 
the time still video cameras are affor- 
dable, for instance? Or whether CD- 
Video will be saved by the introduction 
of internationally playable software? 
Other uncertainties confront digital 
audio tape and recordable compact 
discs (CD-R). And so it goes on. 

What makes flat-panel TV different 
is that an international demand clearly 
already exists. And although the 4:3 
width/height picture aspect ratio is 
likely to be around for many years, flat 
panels should be easier to adapt to 
new picture formats than vacuum 
tubes. But as ever, different manufac- 
turers have developed different ways 
of achieving this desirable goal. 

The odd man out in the flat panel 
race at present is Matsushita (parent 
of Panasonic), which has come up 
with an alternative approach called 
beam matrix. This basically combines 
the picture display system of a normal 
TV with the switching techniques of 
today’s flat-panel liquid crystal 
displays. 

The key to the whole idea is a 
series of horizontal filament elec- 
trodes forming a patchwork of ‘unit 
screens’ behind the phosphur-stripe 
face-plate of the pocket set. These 


‘produce thousands of beams, which 


replace the single cluster of red, green 
and blue electron guns tucked into the 
neck of a conventional colour picture 
tube. Thereby reducing the total depth 
of the screen dramatically. 

The beams are controlled by a 
matrix of electron beam electrodes 
crossing the filaments at right angles. 
Each covers six steps horizontally, 16 
steps vertically (including the inter- 
lace), so according to Matsushita only 
a seventh of the connections needed 
for an LCD matrix have to be made. 

The all-digital signal. processing 
system delivers red, green and blue 
beam pulses in sequence — which 
Matsushita also claims improves sub- 
jective resolution — and controls 
brightness across a generous 256- 
step grey scale by varying the pulse 
width. 

Deflection plates immediately be- 
hind the screen guide the beams to 
their target without the need for a 


conventional shadow mask, so the 
beams have to be much finer than 
usual. Despite the high degree of 
digital processing, power consump- 
tion is claimed to be close to that of 
conventional television. 

To date, Matsushita has shown 6in. 
and 16in. prototypes measuring 2.6 
and 4in. deep, with a claimed 220 
lines and 400 lines of resolution 
respectively. 

But behind the scenes, Matsushita 
is known to have conquered the prob- 
lems related to producing 20in. 
screens. Previously, a high reject rate 
has held back production. Mass-pro- 
ducing a large LCD with every pixel 
working has traditionally been fraught 
with difficulty. With 20 inches licked, 
work has now begun on developing a 
22in. screen. 

Those who have seen beam matrix 
generally seem to like it. It’s the first 
flat-panel technology to offer picture 
benefits over conventional deflection/ 
shadow mask TV, specifically in focus 
uniformity and brightness. But the 
manufacturing process is known to be 
difficult and sets are likely to be 
expensive. 


THE 3in. and 4in. flat-panel screens 
available today use a molecular aran- 
gement oalled a Twisted or Super- 
twisted Nematic Liquid Crystal 
Display, which work in combination 
with polarising and colour filters. 

The greater the twist, the higher the 
precision of each spot of detail or pixel 
making up the picture. When an elec- 
tric field is applied, the molecules align 
and become transparent, so allowing 
polarised light to shine through. Meth- 
ods vary as to how this field is brought 
to bear on the LCD. 

In the cheaper passive matrix sys- 
tem — as used in Casio’s inexpensive 
TV-500 pocket TV — the liquid crystal 
is sandwiched between two plates of 
glass. On each inner side of the glass 
is a finely striped coating of almost 
transparent indium tin oxide, laid hori- 
zontally on one plate and vertically on 
the other. 

Where the rows and columns of 
conductive oxide cross, voltage is 
passed to the LCD, which allows that 
pixel to become transparent. This pro- > 


Matsushita has shown a 
16in. Beam matrix display 
and are known to have 
solved the problem of 20in. 
screen production. 


FLAT PANEL © 


REAMS 
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known about ageing effects. 

On all LCDs, pixels are arranged in 
triangular clusters of red, green and 
blue resembling a square brick pat- 
tern running across the screen, and 
each pixel is usually surrounded by 
black material to minimise light spill- 
age. As with CCD camera pick-up 
specifications, some manufacturers 
quote a gross pixel count, while others 
give the number which are actually 
visible. 

So how does all this relate to 
resolution? 

Each cluster of three pixels counts 
as one point of detail in colour, which 
occur every 1.5 pixels horizontally and 
every one pixel vertically. This is 
something the separate figures often 
quoted for width and height don’t take 
into account. The — relationship 
between the two screen dimensions is 
4:3. 

After a few scribbles of school alge- 
bra, it’s possible to deduce that the 
highest figures for an LCD television 


Colour LCDs can be 


light is not too 
strong. 


<< cess is fine for small screens, but as 
the number of pixels increases it be- 
comes less reliable. 

With the more expensive active 
matrix system — as used by Fergu- 
son, Hitachi, Sharp, Sony and others 
— alayer of semi-conducting silicon is 
added to the oxide coating of each 
glass plate. The original conductor 
crosspoint no longer controls the pixel 
directly but activates the semi-con- 
ductor. This is claimed to speed up 
switching time, so reducing ‘comet- 
tailing’ or image lag. Because of the 
extra layers, the panel must be backlit. 

It doesn’t stop there. Two types of 
intermediate semi-conductor are used 
for switching with an active matrix 
LCD. One is called Thin Film Transis- 
tor (TFT), while the other uses a 
diode-like device known as Metal In- 
sulator Metal (MIM), comprising a 
sandwich of tantalum, tantalum oxide 
and chromium. 

According to Ferguson, which sup- 
ports MIM in preference to the TFT 
championed by Sharp, MIM can offer 
more subtle colour hues in accor- 
dance with variations in the applied 
voltage. The firm also claims that a 
MIM deposit is less likely to produce 
chemical faults through impurities in 
the production process — although as 
with the apparently unfounded scares 
about CD lacquering, colour LCD 
technology is too new for much to be 
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LCD SCREEN OVERVIE 


AS VIDEO equipment gets small- 


er and more mobile, flat panel 
display technology becomes larg- 
er and more impressive. 
Hitachi's ground-breaking VT- — 
LC50 Lapwatch personal VHS \ 


TV/VCR is built around a highly ~ 


watchable Sin. LCD which com-_ | 
 bines fine tonal graduations with 


subtle colour reproduction. 
portable plaything, the NV-FV1 


larly convincing screen. Without 
such LCD excellence, such pro- 


duct development would simply — 


not be possible. 
also improving, although the qual- 


ity of the eight models currently ~ 


available, varies dramatically. 
This divide is most marked 
between passive and active ma- 


trix screens. The cheaper models, — 


perhaps unsurprisingly, use the 
former technology and can be 
found in the UK wearing Casio 
badges. 

This firm, which has long cham- 


_ pioned the cause of the mini- 


monitor, has four passive matrix 
models, ranging from the £120 
2in. screen TV-500 and the £170 
2.7in. TV-6500, to the £220 3.3in. 
TV-7500 and £270 4in. TV-8500. 

The best of the bunch are the 
two largest screens, but all give a 
slightly soft image and tend to 
suffer from image lag. 

On the plus side, these ma- 
chines can often be found dis- 
counted to attractive levels, and 
they are generally well built. 
Ferguson’s 3.2in. screen PVT- 


Panasonic’s first VHS VCR/TV. 


due later this year, boasts a simi- 


Pocket colour televisions are 


02 employs an active matrix dis- 
play and gives a demonstrably 
superior picture. Its audio is also 
fine (it even has a sound-only 
mode to conserve battery power) 
and channel selection is straight- 
forward. Overall, it's very good 
value for money at £250. 
Altogether more posey is Phil- 
ips’ futuristic £330 3LC-2050, a 
combination TV and AM/FM ra- 
dio. It looks superb, delivers clear 
sound and has an excellent 3in. 
screen, with high definition and 
convincing colour variation. Value 
for money, again, is high. 
Sharing the same price tag is 
the Sharp C-315H. This 3in, 


screenster lacks a radio section, The Philips 
but looks neat and gives a very a 
good image, with bright, clear 7s. 
pictures and good colour satura- a yralfont 
tion. Interestingly, to extend bat- —yalve at 
tery life, the screen can be lifted £330, 


away from the integral fluorescent 
backlight, to make use of natural 
illumination when out and about. 

Finally, Panasonic competes 
with the slimline (but expensive) 
£339 TC-L1G. This model also 
has a 3in. screen but receives off- 
air TV with slightly less clarity than 
its competition. Curiously, picture 
quality improves dramatically 
when fed a direct video feed from, 
say, a camcorder O 


screen work out at 302 lines horizon- 
tally and 340 lines vertically for 
Sharp’s much-vaunted 14in. flat-pan- 
el television. That’s more horizontal 
lines than most VCRs could supply, 
but below the 400 lines claimed for 
Super-VHS and Hi8 equipment. It’s 
also far below the number of vertical 
lines which are broadcast — although 
no doubt the figures will increase. 

As with conventional tube screens, 
if all the available pixels of an LCD 
screen were used to show a black and 
white image, the resolution would in- 
crease dramatically. That’s why col- 
our viewfinders have a long way to go 
before they are good enough for accu- 
rate camcorder focusing. But a small 
LCD screen clipped onto the accesso- 
ry socket can provide a useful check 
on colour balance. 

Picture ‘pixelation’ was especially 
noticeable on the clutch of LCD pro- 
jection systems shown at the. last 
Consumer Electronics Show in Las 
Vegas. 

The up-to-100-in. image can ap- 
pear ‘initially impressive at a busy 
show, as it emerges from a compact 
wall-mounted reflex unit housing 3in. 
RGB panels and zoom lens system. 


But up against a top tube-based 
system, from Mitsubishi for instance, 
the lack of clarity becomes all too 
obvious. Several companies clearly 
believe that this could be a major 
growth area for LCDs. But it seems 
equally clear that the resolution will 
need to improve considerably and the 
price drop below the present $6,000- 
plus level for these systems to be 
taken seriously in Europe. 

Sharp has just finished setting up a 
new LCD screen plant, mainly to 
supply 10in. screens for a range of 
laptop computers capable of display- 
ing pictures up to the VGA PC com- 
puter graphics standard. The 
company has already stopped using 
conventional picture tube monitors 
across its entire range of micro 
computers. 

The plant is also earmarked for 
production of the 14in. LCD screen, 
which is less than a tenth of the depth 
of a tube at 27mm and, at 1.8kg, 
around a quarter of the weight. The 
unit is scheduled for launch in Japan 
this summer with America to follow 
soon afterwards, but it could be up to 
one year after the Japanese launch 
before we see the 14in. LCD in 
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Europe — and the price remains a 
mystery. 

As those fortunate enough to spot 
the PAL prototype on the Sharp stand 
at last year’s Berlin Funkausstellung 
electronics exhibition noticed, a wel- 
come breeze surrounded the display. 

Further inspection revealed that the 
unit was sitting on a perforated stand 
containing a powerful cooling fan. 
Here was an impressive demonstra- 
tion of flat-panel possibilities, but one 
which equally identified the problems 
facing the technology for television. 

It stands to reason that a screen 
bringing television into a room needs 
to be much brighter than a computer 
monitor viewed from less than half a 
metre away. As with state of the art 
broadcast digital video equipment, the 
extra power generates a good deal of 
heat. 

Elegantly disposing of this is still a 
major headache for large-scale LCD 
designers. People often say the televi- 
sion has replaced the fireplace as the 
focal point in a living room. Until chips 
run cooler, perhaps there’s an oppor- 
tunity here for completing the effect 
and adding a back-boiler to run a 
central heating system! O 


PRICE CHARTER: IF YOU CAN 

FIND A BETTER DEAL 

ELSEWHERE, TELL US. WE 
Ltd WON’T MATCH YOUR DEAL, 

D& VI WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE 
REDHILL PRICE. WHY PAY MORE — SHOP 
SURREY WITH THE UK’s MOST 
SUCCESSFUL VIDEO HI-FI 
STORES — TRU-FI LTD. 


ALDERSHOT 
HANTS 


VHS VIDEO 829. 
7999 | 
CANON ESD 
AION 08 


PANASONIC NVMSSO. VHS ‘C CAMCORDER 9 
PANASONIC NVMS1.2 VHS CAMCORDER 1669 
PANASONIC NVM10 VHS CAMCORDER 


PANASONIC NVMC30 iS °C’ CAMCORDER 


PANASONIC NVMC20 VHS C’ CAMCORDER 
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ERGUSON FVIAT 
ERGUSON FV21. VHS VIDEO 


B4 DIGITAL VHS k 
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"”ANASONIC NVF6S 
'ANASONIC NVF7O NICAM LP HIFI 
PANASONIC NV180 PORTABLE VHS. 
"ANASONIC VWEC300 ‘EDIT CONTROLLER 
ANASONIC NVFS100 ‘SVHS NICAM 


ERGUSON FV32 
ERGUSON FV39S 
RUNDIG VS660 
RUNDIG VS680 
IRUNDIG VS525, 
RUNDIG VS500 


SSS = 
2] 2/3) 2) 2/S/$ 
= sis Ss 

2a 4 
2/3/S=/slaie 
aiaiai3|~ 
8 


i 
2 
3 


TSUBISHI HSB21 


8 


8 


MITSUBISHI HSB70 
"”ANASONIC NVL20 
"”ANASONIC NVJ3O 
"ANASONIC. NVJ35 


SSeeeEEE 
5/3) =/=| 5 
ala al gia 
S| S| 5/5/5 
eo an 
2) 2/2) 2/2 
= =I = 
22/2121 
S/ 5/8) 8/5 


> 
a8 
8 


g)818 
gles 


= 


PANASONIC WVF 158AF VHS CAMERA 
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PANASONIC WVF1515 

PLAY ONLY VHS 
8mm CAMCORDER 
mm CAMCORDER 
min CAMCORDER 
mm CAMCORDER 
i CAMCORDER 


SONY CCOV900 


SONY EVS1000 


sored ov 
WALKMAN 
COLOUR LCD MONITOR 
VHS LCD REMOTE 
S160 406 
ensored iS LCD EDIT 
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VHS CAMERA 
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mm CAMCORDER 
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IS TALKING HAND SET 
im CAMCORDER 
mm CAMCORDER 
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BATTERIES 


ENHANCERS/EDITORS/CORRECTORS 


LENSES/FILTERS 


MICROPHONES continued 


CANON BPE4 

CANON BPE22 

CANON BPE77 Grey/black 

CANON BPE718 

CANON BPE722 

FERGUSON VA310 

FERGUSON VA214 

FERGUSON VA262 

FERGUSON VA263 

FERGUSON VA282 

FERGUSON VA283 

FERGUSON VA298 

“Because of poor availability from makers of Ferguson 
batteries please phone. 

JVC see FERGUSON 

PANASONIC VWVBM7/10 

PANASONIC VWVBC4 

PANASONIC VWVBM3 

PANASONIC LCS2012 

PANASONIC VB30 

PANASONIC VWVBC1 see VWVBC4 
MITSUBISHI see PANASONIC 
SONY NP22H 31.99 
SONY NP55. 31.99 
SONY NP66 36.99 
SONY NP77. 56.99 
SONY NP4000 179.99 
* All above battery makers genuine article. Copies very much 
cheaper. Please phone. 


CHARGERS/CAR CORDS/12 VOLT CHARGERS 


CAMCHARGE suitable for most video batteries 
CANON CBE1 Car Cord 

CANON CBE2 Car Cord 

CANON CBE7 Car Cord 

PANASONIC VWA18 Mains adaptor/Ch 
PANASONIC VWA11 Mains adaptor/Ch 
PANASONIC VWAMC2 Mains adaptor/Ch 
PANASONIC VWAC18 Car Cord 
PANASONIC VWACM10 Car Cord 
PANASONIC VWACM1 Car Cord 
PANASONIC VWACCS5 Car Cord. 
PANASONIC VWBMC1 Car Charger 


KRAMER VS11 Enhancers/Corrector 
KRAMER VM14 Fader/Mixer 

KRAMER VS400 S/Hi-8/VHS Enhancer 
PANASONIC VWEC300 Edit Controller 
PANASONIC WJMX10 Digital Mixer 
PANASONIC WJMX12 S-VHS Digital Mixer 
SONY RMESO Editor 

SONY RME100 Editor 

SONY RME300 Editor/Titler 

SALORA SVE2000 Titler/Corrector 
VIVANCO 1044 Enhancer 

VIVANCO 2044 Enhancer 

VIVANCO 3044 Enhancer 

VIVANCO 3066 Hi-8 S-VHS Enhancer 
VIVANCO 4044 Enhancer Corrector 
GSE VEP2 Effects Generator 

DIRECT ED PLUS Edit Controller 
DIRECT ED Edit Controller 
Production/Assist for above. 


CHARACTER GENERATORS 


CANON CGE1 
PANASONIC VWC92E 


INTERCONNECTS 


SCART-SCART All Pins 
SCART-PHONO/BNC 
BNC-BNC 
PHONO-PHONO 
PHONO-BNC 


LIGHTS 


CANON VL20 Battery BPE77/722 
OPTEX Battery Sony NP22 
OPTEX Battery Sony NP55/66/77 
PANASONIC VZLD20 Battery 
SONY HVL10 Battery 

SONY HVL20 Battery 

WOTAN Battery/Mains 


AICO Tele/Wide Lens Kit 

AICO Wide 0.42 » 

CANON TLS5S 55mm 1.4 = Tele 
CANON WD55 55mm 0.7» Wide 
CANON F55U Filter 55mm UV/ND_ 
CANON F55 Filter Special Effects 
CANON WD46 46mm 0.7 « Wide 
CANON T46 46mm Tele 

CANON F46U 46mm Filter CV/ND/CP 
CANON F46 46mm Filter Special Effects 
CANON TL37 37mm Tele 
CANON WD37 37mm Wide 
CANON F37 37mm UV/ND/CP 
CANON TLS5S5L3xX Tele 55/46mm. 
OPTEX Tele 1.4 « 

OPTEX Wide 0.7 « 

OPTEX Tele 2.0 x 

OPTEX Tele/Wide 37mm. 
PANASONIC VWLT2 1.4 « Tele 
PANASONIC VWLW2 0.7 « Wide 
46mm or 49mm ND or UV 


PANASONIC RPVM70 
PANASONIC RPVM130 Zoom Mic 
SONY ECMK120 

SONY ECM959 Stereo Mic 
VIVANCO EM98 

VIDEOLINK EM600 Stereo 
VIDEOLINK EM800 Stereo 
VIDEOLINK EM125 Acc. 
VIDEOLINK EM100 Tie Clip 


REMOTE CONTROLS 


PANASONIC VWR1T Wired 
PANASONIC WVR18 Infra-Red 
PANASONIC VWRM1 Wired 
PHILIPS UNIVERSAL LEARNING 
SONY GP80 Hand Grip 

SONY RM84 Wired 

SONY RM95 Wired 

SONY RM151KA Infra-red 

SONY RM152kK Infra-red 

SONY RM155 Infra-red 


MONITORS 


SONY HVR200 Pan and Tilt 


GRUNDIG 10° Multi System Mains/Battery 
CASIO TV5002"LCD 

CASIOTV14002.7° LCD. 

CASIO TV75003.3" LCD. 

CASIO TV8500 4" LCD 

CASIO OS51m AV Bracket for above 
FERGUSON PTV023.2” LCD 
PANASONIC TCL143°LCD. 
PANASONIC TCM3U 3” LCD 

SONY XVM30LCD 


SONY UNIVERSAL LEARNING 


TAPES 


Due to fluctuations in tape prices it is impossible for us to print 
an up-to-date list. Phone now for the cheapest price you will get 
anywhere. Beta @ VHS @ SVHS @ 8mm @ Hi-8 @ VHS-C @ 
All grades. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MICROPHONES 


CANON SBE1 Shoulder Brace 


AUDIOTECHNICA AT9300. 
AUDIOTECHNICA AT9350. 
CANON DM300 

CANON MM100 Mic/Mixer 
CANON MM200 Stereo Mic/Mixer 


ALSOP VHS Cleaners Wet 
8mm/VHS-C Cleaners Wet 

HAMA Folding Shoe Brackets 
PANASONIC VWSP7 Shoulder Pad 
PANASONIC VWGPC1 Handgrip 
JVC CGP50 Character Generator 


888888 
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PHONE QUOTE YOUR ACCESS 


TRU-FI fancy Discount | 


10-12 Grosvenor Rd, Aldershot, 


Hants. Phone: (0252) 26390/332424 


Hours: 9.30-6pm, 6 days. 
RETRA MEMBER 


BARCLAYCARD OR CREDIT CHARGE 
CARD NUMBER, SEND CHEQUE WITH 
ORDER 
ADD £5.99 PER PARCEL SECURICOR DELIVERY 
SMALLER ITEMS BY POST £3.49 
UK MAINLAND 


TRU-FI feo 05-00" 


2 Central Parade, Warwick Quadrant, 
London Hill, Redhill, Surrey 

Phone: (0737) 766128/767404 

Hours: 9.30-6pm, 6 days. 

RETRA MEMBER 


W F 
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The CCDV-5000 
Hi8 ‘KINGCORDER’ 


Features include: PCM digital/AFM Hi-fi stereo sound @ Digital memory functions for time base correction 
— solarization - strobe - stopmotion - still picture superimpose - and many other ® Minimum illumination 3 
Lux @ Wireless remote control @ Built in dictation mic and speaker @ Line input @ Auto/manual iris @ 
Auto lock key @ 8x variable speed zoom with macro @ Variable speed shutter @ Digital super imposer @ 
Date/time insert @ Two speed edit search @ 


Now on release to your local Sony Centre 


SOUTH EAST S.WEST & WALES NORTH MIDLANDS SCOTLAND 


Basildon, 84 Eastgate Int. 

pues) Centre. (0268) 287411. 

Bexleyheath, 118 The Broadway. 

081-304-8425. 

Brighton, 110 London Road. 

(0273) 696069 

Bromley, 32 The Mall, High Street 

081-460-5610. 

Chelmsford, 1/4 West Square, 

High Chelmer. (0245) 490726. 

Colchester, 14/16 Culver Street 

West. (0206) 572392. 

Croydon, 29 Drummond Place 

081-686 0535 

Fareham, 137 West Street 

(0329) 286000. 

Farnham, 1 The Woolmead, 

East Street. (0252) 714563. 

High Wycombe, 5 High Street. 

(0494) 21382. 

Horsham, 11 Swan Walk. 

(0403) 55443. 

Kingston-upon-Thames, 

40 Fife Road. 081-541-0681 

London N3, 100 Ballards Lane, 

Finchley. 081-349-4046. 

London W8, 203 High Street, 

Kensington. 071-938-3994 

Norwich, 37 St. Stephens Street. 

(0603) 625783. 

Ruislip, 68 High Street 

(0895) 633008. 

Southampton, 29 London Road 

(0703) 339952. 

Southend, 2/3 The Royals, 

Heygate Avenue. (0702) 464019. 

Woking, 45 Commercial Way. 
(0483) 766600. 


Bath, 31 Southgate Street. 
(0225) 334242. 

Barnstaple, Holland Walk. 

0271) 45429. 

Bournemouth, 18 Westover Road 
(0202) 293112. 

Bristol, 8/10 Bond Street 

0272) 290448. 

Cheltenham, ‘st Floor Colonade, 
Regent Arcade. (0242) 226589 
Cardiff, 8 Duke Street. 

0222) 228020 

Cwmbran, 6 The Parade. 
06333) 4672. 

Exeter, 235 High Street. 

0392) 79889. 

Gloucester, 11 Northgate Street 
(0452) 500005. 

Newport, 77 Commercial Street 
(0633) 213777. 

Plymouth, 20 Armada Centre 
0752) 262976. 

Poole, Dolphin Centre. 

(0202) 432143 

Swindon, 39b Havelock Street 
(0793) 531039. 

Taunton, County Walk. 

(0823) 334488. 

Torbay, 100 Union Street. 

(0803) 292123. 
Weston-Super-Mare, 4 Waterloo 
Street. (0934) 417859. 
Yeovil, The Quedam 

(0935) 33733 


Altrincham, 91a George Street 
061-928-9928 

Ashton under Lyne, 36 Warrington 
Street. 061-343-2696 

Blackburn, 19 Stoneybutts. 
Bolton, 39 The Upper Mall, Market 
Place. (0204) 28855 

Bradford, 18 Rawson Square 
0274) 370638 

Carlisle, Treasury Court, 

46a Scotch Street. (0228) 42824. 
Doncaster, 1 Hallgate. 

0302) 369842 

Leeds, 103 Vicar Lane 

0532) 422569 

Liverpool, 46/47 Houghton Way, 
St John’s Centre. 051-709-8094 
Macclesfield, 8 Mill Street. 

0625) 611117 

Manchester, 66/68 Bridge Street 
061-832-2081 

Newcastle, 14 Eldon Gardens, 
Percy Street. 091-230-0313 
Preston, 98/100 Fishergate Walk, 
St ede Centre. (0772) 53288. 
Sheffield, 71 The Moor 

(0742) 799015. 
Stockport, 104 Princes Street 
061-480-3449. 
Wakefield, 3/5 Cross Square. 
(0924) 372704 
Warrington, 48 The Mall, 

Golden Square. (0925) 415508. 
Wigan, 45/46 The Galleries 

York, 7 Goodramgate. (0904) 625755 


Birmingham, 160/162 Corporation 
Street. 021-236-2139 
Birmingham, 72 High Street, 
King's Heath. 021-444 2910 
Coventry, 73 Lower Precinct 
0203) 224701. 

Hull, 42 Paragon Street 

0482) 218800. 

Kidderminster, Unit D, Rowland Hill 
Shopping Centre, Vicar Street 
0562) 6/833 

Leamington Spa, 3 Regent Grove 
0926) 429265 

Mansfield, 14 Queen Street 

0623) 659632 

Northampton, 77a Abington Street 
(0604) 24488 

Nottingham, 3 Mansfield Road 
(0602) 474566 

Redditch, 58 Evesham Walk, 
Kingfisher Centre. (0527) 65005. 


IRELAND 


Dublin, Grafton Street, D2 
(01) 799366 

Dublin, Donnybrook Road, D4 
(01) 692888 


Airdrie, 45/49 South Bridge Street. 
(0236) 64804 

Alloa, 9 Mill Street. (0259) 724230. 
Bridge of Allan, 5 Fountain Road. 
(0786) 832246. 

Clydebank, 3 Brittania Way, Clyde 
as pl Centre. 041-951-1235. 
Dundee, 18 Union Street 

(0382) 28045 

East Kilbride, Unit 1/3 Olympia 
Arcade. (03552) 49474 

Edinburgh, 17 Shandwick Place. 
031-229-2522 

Glasgow, 1088 Pollokshaws Road, 
Shawlands. 041-649-4758 
Glasgow, 31 Sauchiehall Street 
041-332-7456. 

Kilmarnock, 7 King Street 
(0563) 41114 

Kirkaldy, Unit 3 The Pain 
Hunter Street. (0592) 204991 
Livingston, 31 Almondvale Centre 
(0506) 39740. 

Perth, 38 South Methven Street 
0738) 38806 

Stirling, 23/27 Upper Craigs 
0786) 70750 


Kenko video converter lenses feature state- 
of-the-art lens technology, enabling them to adapt to 
a wide variety of conditions and increase the tele 
video power of your lens without affecting image 
clarity, 

The lenses can shorten or extend focal length, 
widen or narrow the field of view and offer a variety 
of technical functions that will expand your creative 


videography - giving you even more dramatic shooting 
opportunities, 

There is a wide range of Kenko converters to 
choose from, each lens manufactured to the same 
high standards normally found in much more 
expensive lenses. 

If you want to expand your outlook keep an eye 
out for Kenko - you'll soon be converted. 


Please send me further information on Kenko video converters 


Name Address 


KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR KENKO VIDEO 
CONVERTER LENSES AND EXPAND YOUR OUTLOOK 


For further information about Kenko converter 
lenses please complete the coupon below. 


Distributed and backed by: 


INTROPHOTO 


Priors Way, Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 2HR Tel: 0628 7441 | 


Postcode Tel 


PROFESSIONAL 


AKAI — JVC — HITACHI — SONY — AIWA 


“OUR PRICE IS RIGHT” 


VIDEO RECORDERS | 


[ CAMCORDERS 


BER SPB isisncsecszeanecsaveshirors 
ARBIVS-75EK 5.065 cccsisseseesboane 
Akai VSA-77EK .......... 

JVC HRD-540EK . 
JVC HRD-610EK ... 
JVC HRD-620EK ..... 
JVC HRD-830EK ....... 
JVC HRS-5500EK . 
Panasonic NVJ-30B .. 
Panasonic NVJ-35B . sareasbors 
Panasonic NVF-65B................... 
Panasonic NVF-70B 
Panasonic NVFS-100B ... 
Hitachi VTM-722 ........ 


EQUIPMENT SALES 


All types of industrial and broadcast equipment sup- 
plied — used or new — Cameras, Portables, Tripods, 
Edit Suites, Monitors, Mixers, TBC’s, etc. etc. 


VIDEO 8/Hi8 - VHS/S-VHS 
UMATIC LO Hi SP - Betacam/SP 


Sony CCDF-250............ eee 


Sony CCDF-380...... 
Sony CCDF-500.......... 
Sony CCDTR-55........ 
Sony GV-8E.. 
JVC GRA-1 


JVC GFS- 1 000HE ms 
Panasonic MC-20B... 
Panasonic MC-30B... 
Panasonic MS-90B... 
Panasonic NVM-10B 
Panasonic MS-2B 


SIINHIAL — DINOSVNVd — duivHsS — NONVD — Ivwiv 


H VMC- £799, 
HiBGRIVIMLIID coco i ae £4900 

Hitachi VTLC-50 Hitachi VM-3200 . . £995.01 
Sony SLV-270 poe cama Hitachi VMS-83 .. £1399.00 
ale : ; Sharp VLC-670 ... -- £649.00 
ony SLV-373 ..... Sharp VUC 70 scscvsscsssevscscvseres £799.00 
sony EvS-1000. “gg99.09 EMSS ee, 

Philips VR-6585...................... £469.00 VIDEO TAPES | 

TODAYS BEST BUYS IN USED VIDEO! [ coLour TELEVISIONS | SE-180S-VHS £90.00 (TEN 
§ : : SEC-30 S-VHSC ++. £75.00 (TEN 
Both of these formats (BVU is Highband Umatic) are Sony 21”2132 Nicam £400.00 SECASS VHKSC Baan (TENS 
A : + Sony 25” 2532 Nicam..................£549.00 Beonciies £40.00 EN 
now widely replaced in broadcasting by Betacam SP. Sony 27" 2712 Nicam.................. 8699-00 EG-30SHi este AO OL CTEN 
. ‘ . Sony 29” 2912 Nicam................-. £799.01 E-180 HiFi £45.00 (TEN 

We are therefore able to offer this superlative equip- Sony 2729426 Neam £899.00 EDADEHG “77 fa8.00 (TEN 
ment for around the price of S-VHS Systems! Ge 2K. ~ 9649-00 E 24D Norn - E36 0 TEN 
CAMCORDERS'" £3000 COMPLETE! |||3)5 2% 2 Bh 
CORDERS cnr £3000 ! Ive CStatA Et go STEN 

Hitachi 21” Nicam 2.0.0... P5-60 Video 8 . £60.00 (TEN 


Postage/packing for above £3.50 Ten 


— ALL GOODS BRAND NEW, BOXED. 
2-12 MONTHS GUARANTEE INCLUDED, EXTRA/INSURANCE P. ENQ. 
— MAIL ORDER U.K MAINLAND ADD £10.00. 


JUPITER AUDIO CENTRE 


76 TOOTING HIGH STREET, LONDON SW17 ORN 
TEL: 081-767 1006 081-767 2810 081-672 
7235 


(THESE SONY OUTFITS COST UP TO £30,000 
YES £30K JUST A FEW YEARS AGO) 


Guaranteed good advice and good back-up provided, but please! 
serious buyers only — BUYING NOW - 
are invited to phone (seven days). 
FAX: 081-682-2348 


DLR SUPPLY 062-081-611 | |. — ss 
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AKAI — CANON — SHARP — PANASONIC — TECHNICS — JVC — HITACHI 


IHDVLIH — Dar — 


EXe VIDEO TAPE 
SLICER. TAC-18 


The TAC Video Tape Splicer was developed for piGtessital video cassette 

duplicating houses and is therefore of exceptional precision and reliability. Suitable 

for VHS, BETA, 8mm and VHS-C tapes. 

* Approx. 5 second splice time 

* Tape guaranteed not to weep or dry out 

* The splicing tape is pre-cut into tabs and enclosed in a replaceable cartridge 
holding 25 tabs 

* 2 spare blades provided 

* One cartridge supplied — extra cartridges of 25 tabs - £3.99 

* Splicer 3 


Kit Price — . 


VHS] SYSTEM 
MULTIFUNCTION VHS 
REWINDER 


+ CLEANER 


Beta REWINDER 
* High speed fast forward/rewind _- AlS0 Available at £34.95 


* Photo-Sensor Controlled Brake guarantees no tape snapping 


* Tape Cleaning Switch * Tape Counter 
price £34.95 


% LED function mode indicator 
%* Automatic de-humidity device 


SPLICER KIT S-28 


SCIENTIFICALLY DESIGNED .FOR SAFE & CONVENIENT USE. COMPATIBLE 
WITH: VHS TAPES, VHS-C TAPES, BETA TAPES, 8mm TAPES 


SOLIDEX «wv price £18.95 
VT-83 DYNAMIC MONOPOD _ 


DUAL FUNCTION 
CAMCORDER 
SUPPORT 


%* FLUID PANHEAD 
% QUICK RELEASE 


x» CHEST POD 
CONVERSION 


* PISTOL GRIP 
HANDLE 


£34.95 | 
SOLIDEX <v 


SPECIAL PURCHASE 
VM-14E 


VIDEO/AUDIO 
FADER fas MIXER 


i 
! 
! 
i 
| 
| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
i 
| 
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KRAMER 


* Picture fade to black background 
* Sound fader level ; 
* 3 channel audio mixer (two stereo line + one mic) with 


independent level controls. 
now at £59.95 


ON DEMONSTRATION NOW 
ANOTHER FIRST FROM KRAMER 
ELECTRONICS 

SV-4E NOW ONLY £299 


A SUPER-VHS/COMPOSITE VIDEO CORREC- 
TOR FOR HOME AND PROFESSIONAL USE. 
Combines the power of the VS-4E with the new 
SUPER-VHS technology. 


FEATURES 


. SELECTABLE INPUTS: Composite Video/Super-VHS, including the appropriate 
audio channels. 

. AUDIO MIXING: Allows full fading & mixing between original soundtrack and 
secondary soundtrack source, including mic. 

. VIDEO GAIN: Controls the brightness of the video signal. Restores washed-out 
or over-dark scenes to normal. Full fade to black is available for editing & 
mixing scenes. 


() PORTABLE POWER CELLS 


ORs quality battery packs that let you take your 


camcorder, camera or portable lighting anywhere 


VS 801 


@ Rechargeable — 
includes charger 

@ Rugged nylon 
outpack 

@ Long lasting 

@ Compact 

@ External fuse for easy 
maintenance 


VS 805 


Heavy duty for 
professional use 


Construction & 


28) 


Model No. Came der VCR Vides tight ition 

VS8015-6 hours 80 minutes $ Sivie cei tei£69 
VS805 8-10 hours 120 minutes § ous cuts £99 
VS801-C3 hours 45 minutes $ Sinvie cet'coi£49 


WITH THE APPROPRIATE CONNECTING LEAD THE PORTABLE POWER CELLS 
CAN BE USED WITH ALL TYPES OF CAMCORDER/VIDEO. 


JX-S100 AV SELECTOR 


* 4 Inputs, 2 Outputs 
x S-Video Terminals allow connection of Super-VHS TVs and VCRs 
as well as standard components with Skart Sockets 
* Monitor Output Terminals for Composite Video and S-Video 
signals — both with Stereo Sound 
* Dubbing/Editing is possible between 2 ion 
PRI 


KM-V7EK RGB 


SHS SIGNAL CONVERTOR 


This Unit enables the separated Y/C signal to be converted into an 
gd signal — thus regio S-VHS boat A ue fully appreciated on 
a TV set not equipped with a special ideo Input 

£199.00 


PRICE 
DJ BATTERY BELTS 


NCB1 AT £89.95 GIVES FULL SIZE VHS (JVC & 
PANASONIC) OWNERS 5 HOURS RECORDING TIME 


NCB J3 — 5 HOURS USE FOR MOST VHS-C USERS. 
£79.95 


NCB S4 — 5% HOURS CONTINUOUS USE FOR ALL 
CAMCORDERS USING NP-22 TYPE BATTERIES £84.95 


NCB V90 — FOR 8MM CAMCORDERS WITH DIRECT DC 
INPUT (NP77 TYPE) — 5¥% aoe ans a 


84.9 
a MCORDER BAT 7 7 ERIES 
ALL OUR BATTERIES ARE TOP-QUALITY NICKEL CADMIUM AND CARRY THE 
SAME 12 MONTH GUARANTEE WHETHER ORIGINAL OR SUBSTITUTE 
ORIGINAL "SUBSTITUTE 


JVC NBP8 (GRC1/2/7).. 
JVC BNVGGU (GR4: 11). £38.00 
Jvc £39.95 


BBBE 
BRE 
33 
Ba 
Pe 


PANASONIC VHS-C Models .. 
PANASONIC VHS-C Models .. 
SONY NP22H. 

SONY NP77. 

SONY NP77I 

HITACHI Full Size VHS 


£39.95 
THE ABOVE IS A SELECTION OF POPULAR BATTERY TYPES — 
PLEASE PHONE FOR AVAILABILITY OF OTHER TYPES. 


BEBRBESSE 
8888558 


3 BBE: 
Se BRRSR 


g 


MAIL ORDER SALES 


071-636 7390 


* All orders despatched within 48 hours. 
* Please add £3.00 P/P/Insurance per order (£6.00 


overseas). 
* Optex portable power cells, VS801 — £7, VS805 — £9. 
op 


* Securicor next day delivery £15 per order 
4 


aa 
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AT9852 
Dynamic Headset 


with Boom Mic 
Features: The AT9852 combines 
a unidirectional low-impedance 
microphone and a wide-range 
stereo headphone in a convenient 
integral unit. The position of the 
boom mic may be adjusted for 
PRICE: £29. 54.05 pick-up and 


maximum reduction of extraneous noise. 


~7F SENNHEISER 


THE HIGHEST QUALITY AND THE MOST VERSATILE 
MICROPHONE SYSTEM ON THE MARKET 


The K30AV MODULE was developed b' 
SENNHEISER especially for VIDEO USERS. 
K30AV 
POWER MODULE WITH 
3 STAGE FILTER 
The sound pick-up can be varied by selecting 
different capsules . . . each with varying 
characteristics. These are as follows: 
ME20 FOR ALL-ROUND 
RECORDING 
ME40_ ~FOR DIRECTIONAL 
RECORDING 
ME80 


FOR QUIET AND 
DISTANT SOUNDS 


—_—-=_ 
=.=» 


£114 — MEz0 Omni Directional Capsule £65 
£90 meso Super Directional Capsule £127 

£171 Mzk802 Coiled Cable’ 

£24 Mini Jack Termination £25 


3066 AVAILABLE NOW 
(S-VHS Compatible) 


K30 AV Power Module 
MEA4O Directional Capsule 
ME88 Rifle Mic 

MZQ30 Camera Shoe Mount 


PRICE 
£149.00 


The AZDEN WMS PRO is the highest quality Tie-clip 

wireless microphone on the market — 

designed specifically for CAMCORDER use 

* Made in JAPAN for unbeatable RELIABILITY 

* Robust Construction 

*» Condenser Microphone for High Quality Sound 

* Switchable 2 Channel Transmission 

* 20 hrs Battery Life Fg: 

* Complete with Carrying Pouch & Earpiece Le = 

* Fully Guaranteed — 

Maxon 49 VM 5 Channel £99.95 
SOLIDEX MAGICOOL 9300 


CORDLESS QUARTZ VIDEOLIGHT 
SYSTEM WITH SYNCHRO-SWITCH 


] 
| 


No more accidental dark recordings! The unique synchro-switch enables the 
light to be switched on and off in synchronisation with the recorder 

The Magicoo! 9300 System includes 

1 Quartz Video Light with Carry Strap 

2 Nicad Power Pack Module 

3 Overcharge Protector Box with LED Indicator 
4 90 Minute Quick Charger 

5 Tripod Mount Shoe and Extension Bar 

6 _Synchro-Switch 


VIDEO TECH DESIGNS 


Price £99.95 


ON SHOW/DEMONSTRATION 
{S THE RANGE OF 
WELL-REVIEWED VIDEO 
EDITING CONSOLES FROM 
VIDEO-TECH 

VEC 1050 £89 

VEC 1060 £119 

VEC 2000 £179 

VTS 700 £135 


Mitsubishi's Intelligent Picture Control automatically 
monitors tape quality and adjusts controls for 
a more beautiful and natural picture. 


No matter how good you look today, you'll look 
even better tomorrow with Mitsubishi’s B32 VCR. 


Reason 1: Intelligent Picture Control 
For starters, Mitsubishi’s new Intelligent Picture 
Control circuit automatically monitors tape signal 
characteristics and average picture level. Adjusting 
playback of each tape for maximum picture quality. 
With new or little-dubbed tapes, that means 
faithful reproduction of clear, highly visible dark 
picture areas. Plus a boost in the signal from 
bright picture areas, for sharper, more vivid details. 
And for old or well-worn tapes, you get a slightly 
softened image that suppresses streaks of black 
noise that can affect playback of poor tapes. 
Giving you simply the best picture possible from 
every tape. 


ie 
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IPC makes even worn or poor-quality tapes watchable. 


Reason 2: Just Track Heads 
The Just Track 4-head system also delivers 
improved fidelity to both SP and LP playback. 


Thanks to new heads that fit the tape’s track 
width far more accurately in both modes. Making 
degraded picture quality from track overlap a 
thing of the past. 


Reason 3: New Swift Servo System 
Last but not least, there’s Mitsubishi’s innovative 
Swift Servo System that dramatically reduces 
picture jitter. A new 11-bit microcomputer 

helps it to monitor drum servo speed twice as 
accurately as before. Resulting in far smoother, 
stabler tape transport, which translates into 
reduced jitter on the screen. The B32 Twin Digital 
VCR from Mitsubishi. Simply the best way to 
make sure that beauty never becomes just 
another faded memory. 


B32 


e Intelligent Picture Control 

e DJ4 Head/Long Play 

° New Swift Servo System 

¢ Twin Digital Auto Tracking 

e On-Screen Data, Menu 

e On-Screen & LCD Programming 

e Learning Remote Control 

© Quick Look, Index, Two-Way Skip, 
Time & Blank Portion Search 


Ab (SWF SERVO) 
u___ SYSTEM____ 


Jn MITSUBISHI 


HS-B32 HQ (Vas) 


SEE ME @ HEAR ME 


«= MITSUBISHI 


Mitsubishi Electric (U.K.) Ltd. 


Travellers Lane, Hatfield, Herts AL10 8XB, England, U.K. 
Phone: (0707) 276100 Telex: 939070 MEUK G Fax: (0707) 278690 


TV500 PRICE GUIDE £119.95 


AFTER YOU'VE SHOT THE WILD BUNCH, 
YOU CAN CATCH THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN. 


Introducing in a starring role, 
the Casio TV500. 

First it’s a colour monitor 
compatible with any Camcorder 
that has an audio/video socket. 

Mounted onto the Camcorder via 
the special Casio OS51M bracket, it 
provides a bright, backlit, full colour 
2" liquid crystal image for monitor- 
ing the action as it happens, as well 
as giving beautiful playback pictures 


to help you evaluate your efforts. 


— 


ACTUAL SIZE 


But it’s just at home 
back on the ranch. That’s 
isn’t 


because the TV500 


just a brilliant colour | 


PRICE GUIDE £219,95 


eonannaen 
PHILIPS 
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HQ Vista 


OSSIM 
PRICE GUIDE £34.95 


And because it runs on 
batteries, it’s free to roam, 
although if you don’t mind 


being tied down there’s an 


monitor, it’s also a fully 


functioning pocket-sized 


optional mains adaptor too. 


It’s just one of the range. 


colour TV too. 


The automatic tuning 


CASIO 


TV8500 


PRICE GUIDE £269.95 


There’s also the TV6500 


(2.7"screen), TV7500 (3.3” 


See ene 


searches out and locks onto 
each station, giving a clear 


picture every time thanks 


screen) and the TV8500 
(4.0” screen). All of which 


can be mounted to the 


PRICE GUIDE £169.95 


to the TV500’s integral aerial. It also 

has a_ built-in 
stand for easy view- 
ing as well as an 


earpiece socket for 


SIMULATED PICTURES 


private listening. 


" 
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Camcorder in the same simple fashion. 

Whether you like making 
films or watching them, the Casio 
monitor TVs will help you enjoy 


both to the full. 


Good shooting! 
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A SELECTION OF MODELS AVAILABLE FROM COMET, CURRYS, DIXONS, RUMBELOWS, HAMLEYS (REGENT STREET), HOUSE OF FRASER. JOHN LEWIS, SELFRIDGES, ALLDERS. ANITA BUSINESS SYSTEMS, A&N AUDIO, ATLANTIS, BEAVER RADIO. BERRYS OF 
HOLBORN, CAPITAL CAMERAS, CENTRAL RADIO, CLEARTONE, TOM DICKSON CAMERAS, EDGWARE ELECTRONICS CENTRE. ESSEX DISCOUNT, FENHAMS, FOTOVIDEO, GOODRIGHTS, HI-FI CARE, HOMEVISION, HUGHES TV & AUDIO. IMAGE GROUP JESSOPS. 
KETTS, K. K. STATIONERS, MAYS HI-FI, MILLERS MUSIC, W. H. PAYNE. RADIOCRAFT, RAMSONS, TAKEDA TECHNOLOGY, TEMPO. J. H. TYLER, VIDEO CITY, VIDEOQUIP WATCHWORD. OPTIONAL SUNHOODS AVAILABLE 


HUMBERSIDE’S 
CAMCORDER 
EXPERTS! 


MC20, MC30, MS50O, 
MS90, M10, MS1, MS2 
GRA1, GR60, GRS77, 
GRS707, GFS1000 
CCDF250, CCDF380, 
TR55 


WE ALSO STOCK BATTERIES, LENSES, BAGS, FILTERS, 
MIXERS, MICROPHONES ETC FOR MOST CAMCORDERS 


BERRIMAN’S PRICE PROMISE 
WE WILL MATCH ANY CURRENTLY ADVER- 
TISED PRICE FOR ANY CAMCORDER, VIDEO, 
COLOUR TV OR HI-FI IN STOCK (Authorised 
Dealers, no grey imports) 


PHONE FOR A DEAL... 
DISCOUNTS, INTEREST FREE, 
TELL US WHAT YOU WANT AND WE’LL DO 
OUR BEST. 
0482 41976/43415 
ASK FOR LEE, SHANE OR PAUL. 


ALL FULL MANUFACTURER’S WARRANTIES 
NO GREY IMPORTS! 


The Home Entertainment Centre 
306-308 Newland Avenue, Hull. Tel: (0482) 41976 


BERRIMAN’S 


IF YOU subscribe to What Video — the definitive guide to 
new VCRs, camcorders, televisions and future technology — 
you'll not only receive 15 issues for the price of 12 delivered 
direct to your door, hot from our presses, but you'll always be 
in a position to make an expertly-informed buying decision 
after reading our authoritative tests, equipment buyers guide 
and news roundups. 

What Video digs deeper to bring you the real video stories, 
and we're not afraid to ruffle a few feathers in the process. If 
you want to know what's really going on behind the scenes, 
and need sensible buying advice, subscribe to the best selling 
video magazine in Britain. You know it makes sense. 


‘VIDEO 
a 
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ITAINS BEST SELLING VIDEO MAGAZINE 


5 15-ISSUE SUBSCRIPTION FORM Ik 


TO: WHAT VIDEO, Select Subscriptions, 5 Riverpark Estate, Billet Lane, Berkhamsted, 
Herts HP4 1HL. 

Please supply...........0.c00cc0. 15-issue subscriptions to WHAT VIDEO: UK £21, 
Eire and Europe £35 sterling; U.S.A. or rest of world £60 sterling airmail. (Note: For 
Eire or Europe we need a Eurocheque or sterling cheque drawn on a UK bank or 
branch.) | enclose cheque for.................000.. (Please make all cheques payable to 
WV Publications Ltd.). Allow six weeks for subscription to start. WV/SEPT 


| wish to pay by Visa/MasterCard; please 


charge to my account. My card number is 
(13 or 16 digits): 


ee let Le 


| Signature Expiry date 
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VISA 
See 


Name (on card) 


Address 


: 


Postcode 
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take a look at the hot offers wn 
Sony Centres this ui a 


PEUGEOT WSs 
Buy any of the eat models in the Sony Walkman | or 


MUST BE WO Camcorder range from us and you could win a fabulous 
Peugeot 205XR. 
ae eee or) oe 


£55 224 300 
Sony Savings ca aS SAVING 


Plus you can now claim £55 cash ‘ aie 4 NEW PRICE £599 


back when you buy the Sony TR55 
— the world’s most popular 
Camcorder. 


CCD V5000, Hi8 CAMCORDER GV9E 
THE LONG AWAITED SUCCESSOR (4” Screen) 


TO THE V200 
CALL NOW FOR DETAILS VIDEO WALKMAN 


Sony Savings SONY 


; FOR THE LARGEST RANGE OF 
aaailnnia ek VHS DECKS SONY PRODUCTS IN WALES 


a selected large screen Black PLUS OUR SERVICE AND 
Trinitron television. REPAIRS CALL NOW FOR 
ADVICE FROM OUT FULLY 
TRAINED STAFF 


SLV 757 Nicam hi-fi stereo 
SLV 373 (July) | CARDIFI 
SLV 270 8 Duke Street (opposite The Castle) 
Due in July is the Seve eae 
EVS 1000. The first CWMBRAN 
His. deck i in the. UK. eThe Palade ° 
ECE m | Tel 06333 4672 


There is no better = Te DINI YY. | newport 
place to buy a Sony ===> ) | 77 Commercial Street 
WHY COMPROMISE? (WC IN | F4E J | Tel 0633 213777 
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NVMS2 SVHS Camcorder. 
NVMS90 SVHS Camcorder 
NVMC20 VHS Camcorder 
NVMC30 VHS Camcorder 


NVJ30 VHS Video.. 
NVJ35 VHS Video.. 
NVF65 VHS Video Nica: 
NVF70 VHS Video Nicam... 
NVFS100 SVHS Video Nicam 


TC1485 TV/Monitor 14”. 
TX24A1 TV/Monitor 24' 
TX28A1 TV/Monitor 28' 
TX33A1 TV/Monitor 33”... 


PANASONIC BROADCAST 


WVF250/AG7450 3 Chip Camcorder. 
WVF70/AG7450 2 Chip Camcorder 
WVF 15 Signal Chip Camera 


EST 1961 


AG7500/AG7510/AGA750 Edit Suit, SVHS «PHONE 


AG7330 SVHS Video..........- £PHONE 
3 Machine Edit Suit SVHS £PHONE 
GRS707 Camcorder... £PHONE 


GRS77 Camcorder .. 
GRA60 Camcorder 
GRA1 Camcorder 


JVC PROFESSIONAL 


BY10E CCD Camera 
BYR10.11/BRS411 Camcorder 
KY17E3 CCD Camera............ 
KYR17EL13/BRS411 Camcorder 
KY25E 3CCD Camera... 
KYR25 FI6/BRS411 Cami 


BRS811/BRS611/RMG810 SVHS Edit Suite 


SALES 
0684 575486 


Call in for a full demonstration on any of our vast range of video products. Phone or fax for the most competitive quote. 


Tel: 0684 575486 or 0684 575594 Fax: 0684 575486 Mobile: 0831 486011 
103 WORCESTER ROAD, MALVERN, WORCESTERSHIRE WR14 1EP 


PROFESSIONAL VIDEO 


|MAIL ORDER| 


PHILIPS 


VKR6855 Camcorder. 
VKR6843 Camcorder.. 
VR202 VHS Video 


CANON 


ION RC251 Still Camera.. 
A1 Hi Camcorder .... 
E800 Hi Camcorder. 
E640 Camcorder . 
E6 Camcorder . 
E50 Camcorder ... 


SONY 


CCD V88 Camcorder Kit.. 


CCD TR55 Camcorder Kit ... 


COMPLETE DESKTOP SYSTEMS 


@ “Comprehensive in its capabilities 

‘Superb set of near-! “broadcast quality Fonts” 
®@ “Good entry level package 
THE ZVP VIDEOSTUDIO 


ACKAGE IS A COMPLETE EASY-TO-USE VIDEO POST- 
PRODUCTION SOFTWARE UTILITIES SUITE, FEATURING: 


If you are looking for the maximum flexibility in video titling and computerised video post- 


a er oes Renan Arige beso” oysiom i 8 rust 


.5 Mbyte memory, 1 internal drive and starter 
ator Vico Maier TITLING Sova 


conscious beginner or home video maker. It provides the 


System 1 i for the cost conscious 
bas facies of overlaying ting or rans ove baciound vdeo a anal 6st and can 
pee be 0 as ACs a Cena 


AMIGA VIDEO SYSTEM 2 


penta te roy COMPUTER SYSTEM (ie. as above) + TV modulator + 1 
5K Med box pi + VIDEOSTUDIO conilipini ya + REN! 
GEnLOCK peg Flight Simulator Software and four games + bigiyes*i 


op hn i epi ab 


WHAT VIDEO 
CAMCORDER USER 
PCW 


* — Comprehensive Titling facilities, e.g. Sub-titling, Scrolling, Fades, Loco option 


& over 20 fonts. 
* — Video-to-Video wipe patterns. 
* — Station Clock, VTR start clock & Stopwatch etc. 


VIDEOSTUDIO produces an interlaced output directly compatible with all VCR formats & TVs and may 
be used with or without a genlock. It requires an Amiga A500/1000 or 2000 computer with 2 disk drives 


and 1Mbyte of memory. 


PRO-VIDEO PLUS (professional Titling — 
VIDEO GENERIC MASTER (Begnnes Tiling. Sequnee 0.8 Neg) 


PAINTING/PAINTBOX SOFTWARE 


DELUXE PAINT III (also has 20 animation — requires 1 Meg) 
PHOTON PAINT II fates with all 4096 colours on screen) 


ANIMATION/SLIDE-SHOW SEQUENCERS 


ss neal (a painting animation and titling package for ot 


VIDEO OEKEE TS3D . 


AS A al allot 
DBBOD te Iie compro (FRE 


Hee sin ae 
G2 Ge VIOEOCENTER SI V i 


GUARANTEE. IN ADDITION WE OPERATE A 14 DAY D.0.A. 
(DEAD—ON—ARRIVAL) REPLACEMENT POLICY. 


Ext. Drive + 
A8802 


/semi-pro user. The use of the Rendale. 
operation in both the ‘foreground’ and 


one “exsjelltn Rabe + DELUXE PAINT Ill 


The Deluxe Paint Ill graphics package will also allow to create your own logos/graphic 
: images for use with Videostucto. I animation. 


Video System 2B as above with SVHS Genlock CALL 


also supports 


AMIGA VIDEO SYSTEM 4 


WEEKLY TRAINING COURSES 


Regular Amiga Desktop Video courses are available at our 
premises. Learn how to use the Amiga to:- 


> P Produce professional Titling effects overlayed onto video. 
PP Design your own logos/graphics. 

bP Grab images from Video and manipulate them. 

»P Generate high quality animated sequences/wipe effects, etc 


Ring us on 081-556 5620 for details. 
DEMONSTRATIONS 


For demonstration booking details 
please ring the above phone number. 
FINANCE 


PLEASE ENQUIRE FOR DETAILS OF OUR 
FINANCE/LEASING FACILITIES. 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK VAT & P&P. Send PO/Cheques to: 


RANE GRASEErS 
DIGI-VIEWGOI 
FRAMEG| 


‘COMPLETE B2000 COMPUTER SYSTEM + 20 Meg hard disk + 
VIDEOSTUDIO 
+ DELUXE Hpi gavel software + ANIMATION software 
+ RENDALE A8802 Genlock 


System 4/4A is the recommended for 
bat ite maximum — he 82000 


+ MODE SWITCH BOX 


VIDEO SYSTEM 4A as es with Rendale A8806 A806 geniock GALL 
ee 


i-time frame grabber) 
V4.0 + RGB spiitter.. 
RABBER 256 (available at last) 


eleaclih EXPANSION/HARD DISKS 
N/X501 (0.5 M + Real-Time-Cloc! 


Other configurations of So eee 
Products such as printers, RGB monitors, 


well as other 
Please ring or write in, Gea on canenee. for details. 


_ MAZE TECHNOLOGY, i733" 212 church Rone, Leyton £10 740 


PHOTOGRAPHIC & VIDEO SALES & HIRE 


SONY 
CCD F250 


Budget 8mm 
6x Zoom Eraseheads 


PHONE FOR PRICE 


CCD v900 
New SONY Hi8 
Excellent Picture Quality 


PHONE FOR PRICE 


CCD 500 


A worthy replacement to 
the F340, but 8x Zoom 


PHONE FOR PRICE 


NEW TR55 


Absolutely Tiny 
but with Full Spec. 
Brilliant Machine 


PHONE FOR PRICE 


CANON 


E6 E380CANON 

A1Hi = BP32’S 

E800 =£39.99 WILL 

E640 ~—~FIT NV180’s 

E50 AND PANASONIC 
CAMCORDERS 


PHONE FOR PRICE 


HIS-SERIES for 
Hi-8, S-VHS 


ALL ORDERS FOR HI 
RESOLUTION LENSES 
PLACED BEFORE 30th 
JUNE WILL RECEIVE 
A 10% DISCOUNT. 


VIDEO 


JVC 
CAMCORDERS 
GSF 1000 SVHS 


Full Size Full Spec 
Semi Pro Camcorder 


Brand New 
GRS-707 


C Format SVHS Hi-Fi 
Excellent Specification 


JVC GRS 77 


Superb Compact VHS 
Camcorder 8x Zoom 


JVC GR 60 
C Format VHS 
Excellent Performance 
at a Reasonable Price 
VIDEO LINK CAM. 
Chargers for Sony 

+ JVC machine 


PANASONIC 


MC20 C Format 
MC30 C Format 
MS50 SVHS C 

MS1 Full Size SVHS 


PHONE FOR PRICE 


TRIPODS 


PROFESSIONAL RANGE 
OF MANFROTTO TRIPODS 


LIGHTING 


Cygnet No.1 
MPS Supalite 
Reflector 300W 
Reflector 1000W 


AVAILABLE SOON ONLY FROM MPS! 


HIGH-RESOLUTION™ 
CONVERTER LENS 


EM-HISO5 
EM-HIS20 
EM-HRO6 
EM-HR 
EM-VST35 


0.5x 
2.0x 
0.6x 
2.0 
3.5x 


TAPE 


PRICE LIST 


Each 10 Plus 
2.68 2.55 

2.77 2.65 2.77 
2.89 2.77 2.89 
3.08 A 3.08 
4.02 . 4.02 


Each 
2.68 


SUPER HIGH GRADE 
E30 3.0: A 3.02 
3.53 
i 3.55 
3.65 3.82 
4.52 4.71 


E120 SHG 4.35 4.16 4.35 
E180 4.43 4.23 4.43 


FUJI MASTER 
4.28 4.09 4.33 

5.76 
5.27 5.04 5.32 
6.20 5.93 6.25 


FUJI METAL PARTICLE 


PRO GRADE 
E30 


4.95 . 
5.76 5.51 
7.02 6.72 


JVC PRO 


10 Plus Each 10 Plus 
2.55 2.68 * 2.55 f : 

k 2.77 j % 2.65 
2.77 2.89 2.77 ; 2.85 
2.94 3.08 2.94 3.25 3.09 
3.84 4.02 3.84 4.29 4.11 


Each 10 Plus 
2.64 2.53 


3.82 3.65 
471 452 


4.16 
4.23 4.43 4.23 


SONY PRO X___MAXELL PRO 
4.13 
5.49 
5.09 6.63 6.35 
5.88 6.46 6.15 7.51 7.18 


SONY CLEANING TAPE 
2.99 2.99 EC30 9.95 
5.13 4.80 
6.85 6.52 
7.99 745 


£79.95 
£79.95 
£59.95 
£69.95 
£129.95 


NEW PRODUCT 


Latest Slide/Neg Transferer 
with built in Colour Corrector 
and 3X zoom 


PHONE FOR PRICE 


Audio Tecnica Transmitter 
Mic. Phone for Details 


ALL ACCESSORIES 
STOCKED... 


ALL VIVANCO PROCESSORS 
STOCKED... 
JVC, FUJI, SONY, 
CANON, PANASONIC, 
RICOH, TAMRON, 
FERGUSON, SHARP, 
MITSUBISHI 
MAIL ORDER A SPECIALITY 


We take a pride in our fast turnround. Most items in 
stock will be dispatched within 24 hours. Items out of 
stock — customers have the option of refund. Securicor 
delivery any size parcel for only £8.95 — small items by 
post £2.75 p&p. Orders from Schools, Colleges, 
Government Depts. & Companies welcome. Access & B/ 
Card tel orders welcome. All prices inclusive VAT. 


PHONE FOR AVAILABILITY 
ON SECOND HAND EQUIPMENT 


VHS-C TAPE S-VHS (Fuji & JVC 


PHOTOGRAPHIC & VIDEO SALES & HIRE 
Image House, 17 Carliol Square 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
Tel: 091 261 8166 
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Each 10 Plus 
EC30EX 4.39 4.09 


High Grade 13 : 9.99 
EC30PRO 5.99 5.23 


Super High Grade : E120 10.45 
Pro Grade 5.99 
3 Pack SHG 12.99 


~ - Youcan mix with us... 
so stand firm and you could end 
up with a good case! 


___ SOLIDEX__ 


Solidex VM2000 Dynamic Audio Mixer 


“With stereo camcorders 
looking to be the : 
norm in the future, 

the Solidex could well 
be the best buy.” 


Reg Miles, Making Soundtracks 


Solidex VT83 Monopod/Chest pod 


“Where monopods are concerned, we 
felt the Solidex VT83 is way ahead of 


Solidex’s V93 A the field. The build quality is 
“Accommodated all — excellent, giving a rigidity that 

the accessories we inspires confidence. It is also the 
gave it.” only monopod reviewed that allows 


the camcorder to pan properly — an 
important requirement.” 


Ian MacQuillan, — 
bss ) 
ba?) Ian MacQuillan, Camcorder User 


Camcorder User 


PLUS FULL RANGE OF PROFESSIONAL VIDEO ACCESSORIES 


AVAILABLE FROM AMRIKS LTD BRADFORD 0274 722530 - ASK ELECTRONICS LONDON 071-637 0353 - ATLANTIC ELECTRIC LONDON 071-459 7233 - AVON VIDEO CAMERAS LTD BRISTOL 0272 
227328 : CAMERA GEAR MAIDSTONE 0622 57318 - DEANS HI-FI LTD LONDON 071-723 4426-L. C. DOWN LTD CRAWLEY 0293 20150- ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 
GRAVESEND 0474 326600 - ELECTRO-CENTRE BIRMINGHAM 021-523 2426 - S. M. ELECTRONICS LTD ORPINGTON 0689 25651 - FUTURE VISION (KEYNSHAM) LTD KEYNSHAM 
0272 864701 -GOLDINGS OF COLCHESTER COLCHESTER 0206 48101 - HARP ELECTRONICS LONDON 071-636 4611 - HI-F! CARE LONDON 071-580 4534 - HI-SPEK LONDON 
D E, A L E R 081-349 1166 - HI-WAY HI-FI LONDON 071-723 5251 - V. LENNARD & CO N. IRELAND 0232 749326 - LION AUDIO LONDON 071-580 5014 - MACKINNON’S OF DYCE LTD SCOTLAND 
0224 770826:MARTINS CHISLEHURST 081-468 7777-NASHU CAMERA CENTRE LTD LONDON 081-455 8215- ORIENTAL STAR AGENCIES BIRMINGHAM 021-449 
ENQUIRIES 6437 QUEENSWAY PHOTOGRAPHIC PETTS WOOD 0689 29978-REITOP PHOTOGRAPHIC LTD BECKENHAM 081-650 0050:RODNEY RADIO LONDON 071-732 
4555 : SELFRIDGES LTD LONDON 071-629 1234-R. C. SNELLING LTD NORWICH 0603 712202: SONA ELECTRONICS LONDON 071-938 3994 : SOUNDSENSE LTD LONDON 
WE, L CO MM E 071-402 2100: SUPA ELECTRICS LTD BECKENHAM 081-650 1313 - TRU-FI LTD REDHILL 0737 766128 - TRU-FI LTD LEATHERHEAD 0372 378870 - VIDEOQUIP LEICESTER 0533 558818. 


sah | Tel. ee — Fax 081-645 0825 rRADe& Deo ENGURES ee SOLIDE XMM | 


STEVE KEATON WEIGHS UP THE DIMINUTIVE £899 
8MM £6 VIDEO CAMERA FROM CANON. IS IT AS 


GOOD AS IT LOOKS? 


BESI AEN 
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CAMCORDERS ARE shrinking — 


with a vengeance. Indeed, 1990 
looks set to be the year of the 
palmcorder. 

Panasonic and JVC have both 
announced mini-camcorders hot on 
the heels of the Sony TR55. Now 
Canon has joined the race with the 
dinky, stereo, £899 E6. 


DESCRIPTION 

AT. JUST 246mm deep (that’s just 
over one VHS cassette), the Canon 
E6 is one of the more conservative 
examples of the new palmcorder 
breed. Yet it’s still small enough to 
elicit looks of envy from owners of 
first generation camcorders. 

Unlike its new Hi8 E800 team- 
mate which is big and dumpy, the E6 
is cute and sexy — it’s also thought- 
fully equipped with useful features. 

Sitting to the left of the lens is a 
sound and vision fader, shutter 
selector (1/500 and 1/1000 of a 
second, in addition to the standard 
1/50 setting), auto white balance 
and white balance lock and digital 
title superimposer controls. 

Around the back are the basic 
recording settings, including tape 
speed, record review (which sets up 
the end of the last shot for a clean 
continuance) and self timer. 

A simple mode select button tog- 
gles the camera between playback 
and camera operation. This neatly 
does away with the clutter of indi- 
vidual tape transport controls as the 
fader, white balance lock and limited 
character generator buttons double 
up as play, stop and FF/REW search 
respectively. 

These and other controls are also 


duplicated on an infra-red remote 
control handset (rapidly becoming 
something of a standard accessory 
from some 8mm supporters). It’s all 
very neat and tidy. 

Up front, is a sealed f1.8 internal 
focus lens, feeding a Yin. 320,000 
pixel imaging chip, with 9-54mm 
power zoom and auto macro focus 
capability down to 1.5cm from the 
lens. 

Out back, are two plastic bungs 
which cover the stereo phono and 
video/audio outputs. These can be 
connected directly to the TV for 
playback, or hooked to a VCR (what- 
ever format) for editing/copying (a 
phono-to-Scart adaptor lead is avail- 
able as an optional extra, coded 
PC-170ST). 

Alternatively, you can plug a sim- 
ple RF unit into the camera to obtain 
a conventional coax aerial output. 

Optional accessories include a 
soft carry case, car battery adaptor, 
rain shield, video light, teleconverter, 
wide angle lens and filter set. 


OPERATION 

DESPITE ITS size, the E6 handles 
extremely well. The camera strikes a 
welcome balance between fashion- 
able pocketability and ergonomic 
common sense. With two-handed 
operation, | found it relatively easy to 
get a stream of steady pictures. 

And at 1.1kg with tape and bat- 
tery, there’s little fear of fatigue 
setting in on long shoots. 

Like other camcorders in the 
Canon range, the E6 has a rotatable 
handgrip. Four click-stop positions 
allow you to adjust it 180°. Make no 


mistake, this feature is genuinely > 


What Video 90 | September 1990 


HONEY | 


SHRUNK THE 
CAMCORDER 


CANON E6 
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AT A GLANCE 
What's Good: Design, audio quality 
What's Bad: Fade to and from white 


Our Ratings 

Price cal celal al 

Picture a el al 

Sound ld otal 

Features PPP 

Ease of use > > > > 
>> > > 


| Machine: Canon E6. Format: 8mm PAL standard. 

| Price: £899. Market position: Upper budget Video 8. 
| Features: Twin-speed recording, hi-fi stereo sound, 

| totatable handgrip, remote control, digital title 

| superimposer, title generator, dateAime generator, 1/ 


500, 1/1000 fast shutter, AV fader. Sockets: Phono 
audio/video out, external mic; stereo headphone jack. 


| Dimensions: 95(w) x 246(d) x 99(h)mm. Welght: 1.1 


kg with tape and battery. 


Your shooting is only as good 
as your ammunition 


Super VHS-C, we have the tape to suit your needs. 


TDK, ammunition for sharpshooters. DONT MISS IT TDK IT 


< useful for all manner of shots — from 


eyeline toddler footage to overhead 
crowd surveillance. 

The viewfinder display is also 
clear and comprehensive, with sta- 
tus legends for tape speed, bat- 
tery strength, focus/shutter/white ba- 
lance modes and real time (approx) 
tape counter featured amongst other 
etchings. 

Although the camera lacks an 
insert edit facility, it does offer a 
variety of production aids. There’s 
the ubiquitous digital superimposer, 
able to memorise a single screen 
graphic or title and paint it one of 
eight hues (white, red, green, blue, 
yellow, sky blue, violet, black) and 
then superimpose it over live foot- 
age. There’s also a dedicated title 
generator which allows two lines of 
16 characters (all capitals) to be 
saved in memory and then superim- 
posed for effect. 

Interestingly, the digital superim- 
poser not only offers a choice of 
colour, but of density. There are 16 
levels to choose from (titles work 
best at their heaviest), and graphics 
can similarly be superimposed as 
reverse images (creating borders) or 
alternatively in see-through style 
(pseudo vignette). 

There’s also an hours/minutes/ 
day/month/year generator to help 
archive recordings. 

Squarely aimed at the camcorder 
mainstream, this Canon has been 
designed for fully-automatic opera- 
tion. Thankfully, its piezo-based 
auto-focus system is generally reli- 
able and predictable, while an AF 
zone in the viewfinder allows you to 
frame shots . with _reasonably- 
assured clarity. 

There’s no conventional manual 
focus mode as such, but the AF can 
be disabled in favour of, what Canon 
calls, Power Focus — two buttons 
secreted beneath the lens which 
drive the internal focusing lens to 
and fro. 

Power focus can be used in poor 
light, for creative selective focusing, 

or to resolve details which the AF 
system finds difficult (predominantly 
bland or dark surfaces). 

However, | found it best to treat 
this mode with some caution. It’s 
rather clumsy, and the clunk click of 
the buttons registers on the sound- 
track. 

The auto white balance sensor is 
as reliable as the AF, making well 
informed adjustments between in- 
terior and exterior locations. Whites 
tended to stay white, with no irk- 
some colour casting of note. Howev- 
er, on more than one puzzling occa- 
sion a light blue sky was momentari- 
ly rendered a purple haze, an effect | 
haven’t seen since the Mitsubishi 
VHS-C C40 camcorder. 


Although it has no indoor/outdoor 
presets, there is a white balance 
lock which manually sets the 
camera. You can use this when 
confronted by a tricky subject of one 
dominant colour. Just fill the view- 
finder with a white piece of paper or 
card, and lock the balance. Of 
course, if you don’t happen to have a 
white card with you, there could be 
problems. 

Like most point-and-shoots, there 
is no iris control. Exposure is gauged 
automatically, by a centre-weighted 
two-field metering system. 

For professional looking scene 
transitions the onboard fader works 
well; both sound and vision are 
closely synchronised. Unfortunately 
it fades to and from white, rather 
than black. White fades are sup- 
posedly popular in Japan, but | know 
I’m not alone in finding them uncon- 
vincing. 

The E6 runs off the standard 
Canon BP-E77 ni-cad battery pack, 
which in general use supplies juice 
for around 25 minutes. 

The camera’s minimum illumina- 
tion is rated at just 4 lux. 


PERFORMANCE 
THE E6 gives a surprisingly big 
picture for a small camera. In stan- 
dard play we rated horizontal resolu- 
tion at around 250 lines. In itself this 
is not a startling figure, but colour 
fidelity is lush, while registration is 
impressively tight. Flesh tones, in 
particular, have a great subtlety and 
there’s a strong dynamic range be- 
tween absolute whites and deep 
blacks. 

There is a low level of picture 
instability, but it’s not as pronounced 
as that found on the Sony TR55, and 
tends not to interlude. 

Despite newly developed circuitry 
to prevent white-out, the camera 
does seem to over-expose slightly, 
resulting in a bleaching out of detail 
in brightly lit areas, but the on- 
screen result is really not so different 
from that found with most budget 
and mid-range alternatives. 
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At the slower LP recording speed, 
there’s surprisingly little subjective 
picture deterioration. Bench tests 
reveal an increase in grain and 
agitation, and a dip in definition. But 
when out and about, there’s no 
reason why disposable fun footage 
should not be shot at the most 
economical speed. 

At £899, the E6 is the cheapest 
stereo sound camcorder on the 
market — yet few corners have been 
cut. The FM stereo sound system 
gives good (if not wildly pronounced) 
stereo separation and the audio 
track is bright and clean. 

The mic is also well isolated from 
the camera. Very little operational 
noise is picked up. However, should 
you wish to upgrade it, an external 
stereo mic jack is provided. Canon 
sells an adaptor bracket (coded SA- 
1) for both microphones and video 
lights, which screws into the tripod 
bush. There’s also a stereo head- 
phone jack for personal monitoring. 


CONCLUSION 
AT JUST £899, it’s difficult to resist 
the tiny Canon E6. While only mod- 
erately larger than the Sony TRS55, it 
undercuts it by a healthy £100 and 
delivers appreciably better sound 
and vision. 

Combine that with a variety of 
excellent titling facilities, a sound 
and vision fader and remote control 
for squat-free playback and you're 
more than halfway to winning. 

The E6 is an ideal proposition for 
those looking for a sophisticated, but 
casual 8mm camcorder. 

Outside of the eight ball, the £800 
Hitachi VM-C1 Twist and Shoot 
offers the greatest competition. It’s 
larger, fun, and has a reasonably 
good picture (but inferior sound). 

Audition both, but expect the 
Canon to edge ahead with charm 
and talent O = 


RETURN oF 


JVC HR-S5500 


NICK BELLENBERG TAKES HOME 
THE LATEST £900 S-VHS VCR 
FROM JVC — ONLY TO 
DISCOVER THAT IT’S NOT UNLIKE 
THE FIRST S-VHS VCR FROM JVC 


JVC’S FLAGSHIP S-VHS deck, the 
HR-S5000, has finally relinquished 
its position to the HR-S5500EK. 

The original was the first produc- 
tion S-VHS VCR to arrive in the UK 
and was reviewed by us in Decem- 
ber 1988. 


So how does the newcomer take . 


to its ceremonial robes of office? 


DESCRIPTION 

THE REPLACEMENT at first, 
second and even third glances 
seems little different to the original 
deck. Recognising this perhaps, the 
selling price is ‘only’ £900 — £100 
less than the original. 

However, a quick squint at the 
remote shows a significant differ- 
ence over the 1988 incarnation. 

It has a selection of teletext- 
oriented buttons, designed to oper- 
ate an optional text adaptor which 
plugs into the deck’s rear panel. In 
this, the HR-S5500EK is similar to 
other current JVC models. 

Practically, this means you have 
to lift the remote’s flap in order to 
gain access to remote programming, 
indexing, Go-To and edit controls. 

And like other JVC decks, the 
HR-S5500’s remote features ‘duet 
editing’, by which two JVC VCRs 
can be each set up to respond to a 
different ‘A’ or ‘B’ coded remote 
control signal. Thus synchronised 
editing is made possible. 


OPERATION 

SETTING THE deck up gave a small 
shock to my system, as setting the 
clock and tuning in the TV channels 
cannot be achieved via the remote 
control (it’s grovel on the floor time). 

Although the remote control has a 
clock running in the LCD panel, it’s 
not transmittable to the base unit. 
Consequently both clocks will even- 
tually end up out of sync to a small 
degree, no matter how precise you 
are when setting up. 

Still, tuning in has the advantage 
of being able to key in the broadcast 
channel numbers for your area — 
handy if you know them. 

Connection to an S-equipped TV 


and other gear is eased by the rear 
panel’s provision of S-terminals plus 
Scarts — one in/out and the other 
input only. 

Of course there are those who like 
to be spoilt for choice. | fall into that 
category, and would like to see front 
panel inputs to cater for easy cam- 
corder plumbing-in. 

Programming the 8-event/365- 
day timer can be done either on the 
remote, or the deck itself. The re- 
mote will programme the deck 
directly, or will store up to four 
settings per go for later transmission 
to the base unit. 


Finding your way about a tape is 


aided by the real-time counter, tape 
remaining indicator, timed Go-To 
function and the insertable/erasable 
index points. 

All these functions are easy to 
master and use — you can become 
used to such facilities, and miss 
them immensely if you then have to 
use a different (deficient) deck. 

Also of value to the inveterate 
button presser is variable speed 
playback. This gives five fast, and 
four slow, play speeds forward, plus 
four fast reverse play speeds. While 
this isn’t as variable as that provided 
by the Panasonic NV-FS100’s jog- 
shuttle dial, it’s a step in the right 
direction. 

Insert edit and mono linear track 
audio dub are on-board. While these 
functions perform as expected, our 
comments in the December ’88 re- 
view of the HR-S5000 regarding edit 
accuracy still apply, | fear. 

However, the duet editing option 
provided by the remote control may 
go some way to overcome this. | 
found the beginning point of inserts 
was reasonably difficult to pin down, 
but once selected, they, and the out 
points defined by the tape counter, 
seemed reasonably accurate, +/— a 
few frames. 


PERFORMANCE 

A YEAR ago, S-VHS was marvelled 
over with mouths agape. Today, 
familiarity with the beast has bred 
not contempt, but a more critical 
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eye. | do not believe it sufficient to 
think all S-VHS is equal. Side-by- 
side comparison of machines will 
prove this. 

In S-VHS standard play, horizon- 
tal resolution is rated at just under 
400 lines. Pictures agitation is 
minimal and the dynamic range is 
considerable. In long play, the S- 
VHS pictures drop to around 360 
lines. Taken as a composite (non-S- 
VHS) output, definition drops to just 
over 330 lines. 

It’s worth noting that while Nicam 
sound and vision is excellent in 
S-VHS mode, cranking up the 
sharpness control will add a slight 
degree of grain to the picture. 

Of course good picture quality 
depends on the original signal. Make 
sure you have a good aerial installa- 
tion. 

Regular VHS performance is 
good, as you might expect from a 
deck of this price and calibre. As 
ever, regular VHS images definitely 


benefit from being routed to the TV 
via S-connectors. 

Regular rental tapes look better 
than they do in the best plain VHS 
decks, provided they are of decent 
quality. 

Shifting the speed down to the 
slower recording speed gives 
acceptable results with S-VHS, but 
switch from SP S-VHS to LP stan- 
dard VHS in a hurry, and you’ll 
certainly notice the difference. 

Sound quality is, quite simply, 
excellent. Nicam decoding is pre- 
sent and correct. Listening via an 
external hi-fi restores one’s faith in 
all things beautiful (with the right 
source material, of course). 

However, one small query 
emerged during headphone listen- 
ing. Compared to the AV sound 
output routed via an amp and 
‘phones, the deck’s own headphone 
socket sounds over-stretched dyna- 
mically and waveringly imprecise in 
stereo imaging. A little odd. 


CONCLUSION 
THE HR-S5500 is as packed with 


features as its predecessor and as 
such doesn’t leave you feeling unful- 
filled for the lack of anything 
obvious. While it may be a case of 
‘more of the same’, it certainly does 
not disappoint. 

Perhaps editing functions could 
be made that more controllable (roll 
on the jog-shuttle dial). 

Adding S-terminals and phono AV 
inputs to the front panel would cer- 
tainly aid the budding video photo- 
grapher. 

Naturally there are one or two 
details | would expect to see in a 
forthcoming JVC model, such as the 
limited clock back-up, jog-shuttle di- 
al, and a redesigned remote. 

However, as a cleanly styled, well 
behaved addition to the space be- 
neath your TV, the HR-S5500 can 
hold its own with excellent pictures 
and sound — if you’re not fussed 
about editing flexibility O 
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ATA GLANCE 


VIDEO SHOW PRICES HELD — SAVE £££s RECHARGEABLE BATTERY BA 


Compact — Specification Camcorder Model Offer 
EASY TO USE @& Number Model No. gp Price 
EXCELLENT QUALITY] S 1200-1 CEV22—6v 1600mAN Aiwa CV-80, Fisher FCVBO', Fujx PSOOAF, Fux PEOOAR, £22.95 
Pioneer VEM-800, Sanyo VM-8, Sanyo VM-D1P 
1210-1 CEV.22P ~—6v 1900mAh Sony NP22H, Sony CCD-M8, Sony CCDV 100E, Sony CCDV £27.95 


200E, Sony CCDV 30E, Sony CCDV 8AFU, Sony CCDV SOE, 
Sony CCDV 7AF, Sony EVC-8, Vivitar Magic 
1211-1 CEV55 ~—-6v 1000mAh Fischer FCV701, Fischer FCV901,, Pentax 840E, Pentax 886, £24.95 
Sanyo VMD3, Sanyo VMD5, Sony CCDV4, Sony CCDV9, 
Sony CCDV90, Sony CCDV90E, Sony CCDSPS, Sony CCD- 
F30, Sony CCD-F36, Sony CCD-F330, Sony CCD-F340, 
Sony CCD-M7, Tamron CX-7 


SLIDE COPIER 


@ FITS DIRECTLY TO THE LENS OF CAMERA/CAMCORDER VIA A 
LENS ADAPTOR. SPECIFY SIZE WHEN ORDERING 46-58mm) 

@ TAKES THE IMAGE DIRECTLY FROM THE SLIDE FOR OPTIMUM 
QUALITY. NO PROJECTOR OR SCREEN NEEDED. 


USES AMBIENT LIGHT FOR ILLUMINATION VIA OPA\ 
: QUICK SET-UP. pail ee ey Ee 1215-1 CEV77 ~—_6v. 2000mAh Sony CCD-F340, Sony CCD-M7, Tamron CX-7 Bee 
APPLICATION: The unit can be used with most video camera/camcorders having 1213-1 CEV 66 6v 1600mAh Fischer FCVP901, Fischer FCP701, Kyocera KD-1700 U/E, 8.95 
a macro deci se meer amy orm Nighting conditions. i atoms s fel format Kyocera KD5050, Ricoh R600S, Ricoh R610S 
coverage of Ss in l. 5 i 
NORMALLY £29.95 | nce? ie sarees mocks sic amia format: Nertcel sik 1214-1 CEV.66P ~—6v 1900mAh fa R612, Ricoh R620, Ricoh R630, Sanyo VMD3P, £39.95 
1217-1 CEV80 —7.2v 1000mAh Bauer VCC816, Bauer VCC326, Bauer VCC606, £28.95 


Bauer VCC616AF, Bauer VCC806, Bauer VCC816AF, Bauer 
VCC826AF, Nikon VN800, Nikon VN810, Olympus VX801, 
Olympus VX802, Olympus VX803 
1219-1 CEV60 —-9.6v 1000mAh Bauer 616AF, Ferguson FCO6, Grundig VS-C20, £31.50 
Grundig VS-C30, Grund VS-C60, JVC GR-C9, JVC GR- 
C11, JVC GR-C25, JVC GR-C30, JVC GR-C45, Minolta C- 
50E, Nordmende CV100, Nordmende CV2201, Panasonic 
MC10BB, Panasonic MC6, Philips VKR-6836, Philips VKR- 
6841, Saba VM6990 CD, Telefunken VH2895 
1220-1 CEV70 —9.6v 1600mAh Akai PVC4, Akai PVC8, Ferguson 3C03, Fee Fc05, £31.95 
ot VS-C50, ITT VMC-3877, JVC GR-C2U, Mitsubishi 
HSC20E, Nordmende VC2101, Nordmende CV2201, Pana- 
sonic NVM-C5, Philips VKR-6830, Sharp VC-C50, Telefun- 
ken VR2891, Telefunken 2895, Toshiba SK-60P 
1221-1 CEV.20 ~—-12v 1600mAh Hitachi VH 200A, Hitachi VH 300A, Hitachi VH 5000A, £39.95 


mw On EXCELLENT TEST REPORTS 


£17-5Q Tico & TESTED BY THE EXPERTS 


3 FACE MULTI MULTI FOCAL LENS PROTECTOR 
IMAGE FILTER CONVERTER LENS UWviShy fier 
| fil 
46mm 49mm ——ONLY | Two ens noel icruse on cul days. 
NORMALLY £12.95 £5 


46, 59, 52mm ONLY OMly | 46, 49, 52, ssmm 


= £39-95 SPECIAL PRICE £5 


FOR OUTFIT 


Soft spot, Grad Grey CAMCORDER CAMCORDER Hitachi VH 6000A, Hitachi VH 7000A, Hitachi VH 2100A, 
ancl Minolta CR 1000A, Minolta CR 1100A, Minolta CR 1200SA 
Neutral Density, Starburst, CARE KIT SUPPORT BRACE 1226-1 GEV 1212 2000mAh Canon VC20A, Canon VC30A, Canon VC40A, Chinon 


CVT 80, CVT 70, Chinon VHS, Olympus VC105, VC106, 

VX403, Olympus VX404, Panasonic, NVMSE6, NVM7E6, 

ia a a NV5800, NV8100, NV8110, NV8484, 

ALL BATTERIES FULLY GUARANTEED, PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND POSTAGE 
MANUFACTURED IN WEST GERMANY TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS 


The above is only an example of our extensive Battery range 
IF YOUR MODEL IS NOT MENTIONED OR YOU REQUIRE BATTERIES 
FOR OTHER PRODUCTS, ES CALL US FOR DETAILS 


Lens blower brush, lens 
tissues & fluid, cotton 
swabs & cleaning cloth, 
tweezers, screwdriver, 


all in a case. — £2.95 


Colourburst_ —< 
46 8 
fom O-—£13 


Used either as a chest 
or shoulder support 
for steadier shots 


SPECIAL PURCHASE 


6@"9 MOUNT 
ADAPTORS 


| ENCLOSE A CHEQUE/PO FOR £ Complete SRB 

PODSLINGER made payable to SRB FILM SERVICE filter ist ay 

A should Post & packing 95p for orders over sent with elephone 

shoulder strap to £10 otherwise £1.50 per order sinect > (0582) 572471 
carry your tripod NAME ooo avaiabiity. 


TELEPHONE: 081-555 4535 (24 hour answermachine) 
ACCESS AND VISA ACCEPTED, OR BY POST, CHEQUE WITH ORDER TO: 


COMPACT PRODUCTS LTD 


USUALLY £8.95 ER 
NOW ONLY L249 | 008«S5 GRBs LEAGRAVE AO 8 COMPACT HOUSE, BALMORAL ROAD, 
BUY WITH CONFIDENCE | 9s U3 1R aa —_ FOREST GATE, _ 
OVER 22 YEARS OF TRADING eR .. Posteode............. mine | LONDON E7 ONS. 


SEND S.A.E. FOR VIDEO ACCESSORY LISTS - FULL OF ITEMS TOO CHEAP TO ADVERTISE 


THE VELBON PHOTO AND VIDEO RANGE. 
SLICKER THAN THE AVERAGE TRIPOD 


The Velbon photo and video range of tripods offers 


both the amateur and professional photographer a 
superb range of tripods to suit virtually any requirement. 
All Velbon tripods are extremely well engineered, 
combining rugged construction and styling with light- 
weight handling and ease of use. 
Offering such features as 3-way pan tilt heads, geared 


elevator and leg brace and two-handle pan heads for 
larger format cameras, it is no wonderthat Velbon are one 
of the world's most popular tripods, 

In fact, Velbon are so confident as to the quality and 
construction of their tripods, each model is guaranteed 
for 10 years. 

The Velbon photo and video range — slicker than the 
average tripod. 

For further information please complete the coupon 
below, 


Distributed and backed by: 


INTROPHOTO 


Priors Way, Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 2HR Tel: 0628 7441 | 


os 
Please send me further information on the Velbon range of tripods, and the name and address of my nearest stockist. 


Name Address 


Postcode Tel 
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THERE’S EDITING. 


a) 
AUDIO INPUT 


VIDEO INPUT 


COLOUR 
VIDEO 


INPUT 


(orr ) DETAIL 
§——_ PROCESS PICTURE 


Dene 


LUVE MUSIC 


SOUND 


AND THERE’S CREATIVE EDITING. 


Now, from Video Tech Designs, comes this remarkable 
package at a truly remarkable price — just £119. 

The VEC 1060 Video Editing Console is ideal for use with 
camcorders, or between any two video recorders of any format. 
It provides comprehensive picture processing and enhancing, 
with split screen comparison, automatic video input switching, 
picture fades (to black, white or any shade of grey) and wipe 
effects. Stereo/mono audio mixing enables you to add music and 


Operation is simplicity itself thanks to easy-to-operate, 
smooth slider controls. 

British designed and built, the VEC 1060 comes complete 
with mains adaptor, simple-to-follow instruction manual, 
first-class technical back-up and is fully guaranteed for one year. 

All Video Tech products are available 
direct by mail/telephone order and from 
selected video equipment dealers. 

Call for our free information pack today. 


VIDEO TECH 
MODEL 
FEATURES 
CHECK LIST 


commentary as you copy. 
VIDEO PROCESSING 
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WIPE TO GREY. 
TITLE PAGES 
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PEE REEPEEEE 


AUDIO MIXING 
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Pe isieleliedele| dalelelsisieiep| 


VEC 2000 — £179 
Fader/wiper with 26 patterns 


VTS 700 — £135 
Stores and superimposes titles 


Access 


eats seer JE) 
Video Tech Designs, Design House, 6 Trellyn Close, Barming, Maidstone, Kent ME16 9EF. Telephone (0622) 729872. ae. EL 


a OFF 


No adjustments - Bigger and Better 
Dimensions 6Vin. x 4in. x 12in. 


WIGy3\6) 


THE Ginsatel VIDEOSENDER 


The ingenious Ansatel Videosender enables you to watch a video 
film & satellite programme in ALL the TV sets in the house or 
office using one Videosender. Applying the latest technology it can 
transmit crystal clear visual signals from your video machine & 
satellite receiver to any TV set in the same house. There is no limit 
to the number of TV sets operated off one videosender. Now you 
can watch your favourite film in the Bedroom and kitchen while the 
kids are watching in their bedroom. Connected in seconds, no 
wiring required between the video recorder or satellite receiver 
and TV set. The Videosender cost less than a tenth of the price of 
a second video recorder & extends your entertainment to its full. 
The RF280 is the most powerful unit with the greatest range. It 
comes complete with cables it does not need a external 


SOR DOR IOR OCI ON Ox 

5 RO OOS oe & 
a SG 
j wate. 
$8 * 
oN GUARANTEE ig 
ue We want you to be totally satisfied with your Videosender. In the event ae 
2's that any Videosender fails to give complete satisfaction return it to us in Par 
ole, undamaged condition within 28 days for refund or free replacement. This ‘Ne. 
aed device is not approved for use in the United Kingdom. 30 
ile lle, 
: as 


saprent 


Me ercezezsnze:e0zereocerenz076 DO) ORO OC OK OC OCD ORT DOCOCOC vemgmrceienice! q 


SONS i EE Neer 
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VIDEO CENTRE,.27 WHITEHORSE ROAD, CROYDON, SURREY CRO 2JH. 
Video Centre is a wholly owned subsidiary of Commodity Trading and Investments SA, BVI. 


a Video & Satellite 
in Every Room... 


The Most Exciting Breakthrough in Home Entertainment 


Now choose WHAT you watch 
& WHERE you watch with the — 


Onsalel 
VIDEOSENDER 


ORDER BY PHONE NOW! 

FAST PHONE 081-665 6401 
Credit card holders, place your order now, 
without completing the coupon phone 081-665- 
6401. Just give your name, address, postcode, 


credit card number and quantity required. 


24 hours a day 7 days a week. 


Send to: Video Centre, 27 Whitehorse Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 2JH 


Please send me Price | Oty. | Total Value 
of Order 
ANSATELVIDEOSENDER | £39.95 a 
£2.05 


| enclose my cheque/P.O. + P&P 


UK 
OVERSEAS 


Payable to VIDEO CENTRE 
TOTAL 


ES 


or please debit my credit card 


(v) 
TICK BOX 


Visa 


Access 


Card No. 


Ansatel, 23 Station Approach, West Byfleet. 


Expiry date 
Signature 


Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) 


Postcode 


Allow 28 days for delivery: 


F 
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CAMCORDERS VIDEOS 


FERGUSON 
ROOM Bs Sevetccs Basses POR VOU. ccccessccccscetsccessvecesuets POA 


H/AVON|[ VIDEO J ¥ 
og LT BS 


BOQ fever vestitcccsadeuvisee sa: ABS hn 
BAD ee cts Secectatinn aente EV ZODIBIP SS. Shesnestes £479 


VEC... Nene oe oe 


RCQBNINS estates vs Faezcssbd POA NVF65HiFi........, POA 


FCO3SVHS ‘C’.. POA a POA 
FCIGSVHS.... hil eller 
SONY 

PANASONIC SLV270 VHS ....cesesessoeeee. POA 
NVM20VHS ‘C’ .............. POA 

ree SIVETSVHS ....v.a POA 
NVMC30 VHS ‘C’ Hifi... Pe eye fa 
NVMIOVHS .......... 2 ag eae 


SONY 6s] a ie Me eee POA 
CCDF380 8mm................ POA SGV Eeeczcwce: Fh acgemt wes POA 
CCDF500 8mm................ POA 
CCDV900 Hi8mm ............ POA 


veaet: PO 
CCDTR558mm............... A D cdiststepanteumacaneet A 
suaeige ENDGIE  n POA 


SHARP 
VLC670 VHS ‘C’............... POA PIONEER 
VECTTONHS “Cs eseccise<aass POA VR7/37Nicam................. POA 


of TV’s, HiFi’s, Car Radio/ 
& Accessories available at 
competitive prices. 

BREATHTAKING BARGAINS 


FERGUSON FV26D digital picture in picture video, LCD remote 
with built in memory, 4 event, 14 day timer, 32 channels, perfect 
digital still, multi-picture in picture, real time counter, advanced 
index, multi intro search, child lock, special effects i.e. solarisa- 


tion, mosaic and strobe. 
ONLY £299 


Normally £479 
FERGUSON PTV01 2-6” LCD pocket colour TV. Auto tune, a/v out, 
high pixel rating — AC/DC complete with ear plug, RF lead, case. 


Usually £249 ONLY 1 


FULL U.K. Al 


All repairs carried out by our own fully qualified engineers. 
Credit terms and credit cards accepted. 
DELIVERY WITHIN 48 HOURS 

ANYWHERE IN U.K. 
Authorised sales and service agents for: 
Sony, Panasonic, Technics, Kenwood, Pioneer, Sharp, 


Philips, Ferguson, Canon, Goodmans, Tannoy, B&W, 
Amstrad, etc, etc. 


y anatec 
Sound & Vision 
Centre Ld. 


NEXT DAY DELIVERY DV —I-Fl—-ViDEO —- ETC 


Bristol’’s No. 1 Dealer 
4 WARING HOUSE, REDCLIFFE HILL 
BRISTOL BS1 6TB 
Telephone: 0272 227328/253249 
Near St Mary Redcliffe Church 


REPAIRS ACCESSORIES 


UNBEATABLE PRICES UNBEATABLE QUALITY UNBEATABLE SERVICE 


83b High Street, Gillingham, Kent ME7 1BL 
Telephone: (0634) 573141 
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STEREO pop 
PERFORMER 


AMSTRAD VCR&S700 


AMSTRAD’S VCR8700 OFFERS 
STEREO SOUND FOR JUST £330. 
NICK BELLENBERG REPORTS 
FROM THE WINGS 


AND LO, yet another linear stereo 
VCR appears, raising its gnarled 
old-tech low-fi head above the water 
of the '90s Nicam hi-fi benchmark for 
video sound. Time to investigate. 


DESCRIPTION 

THIS DECK has three main features 
— barcode remote, long play record- 
ing and a linear stereo sound 
system. Styling-wise, the deck is 


midi-sized and with the front flap 
raised, the lines look clean enough. 
The front panel graphics are surpris- 
ingly subtle and the two-tone logo 
looks quite smart — if a little large. 

Lowering its drawbridge reveals a 
fine array of tiny buttons — suitable 
for those of dwarf digits perhaps — 
and the inevitable tape slot. 

Around the back, there’s RF in/out 
sockets, a test signal switch, output 
frequency adjuster and Scart socket. 
The bare minimum of connectors in 
fact. 
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The handset is worth a mention 
though, as its design is of mammoth 
proportions in relation to the sparse 
scattering of buttons that populate 
its surface area. 

More notable is Amstrad’s persist- 
ence with time setting barcodes. If 
only we could look forward to more 
published barcodes accompanying 
TV listings. 


OPERATION 
PLUG IN, tune in and turn on. Easily 
said, and in this case, easily 
achieved. Clock setting is relatively 
simple. Just as well, as it will need 
repetition should the power be inter- 
rupted even momentarily. There’s 
no back-up memory. 

Controlling the deck from the front 
panel will also necessitate a lot of 
flap raising/lowering, unless you 
leave it down when in use. 

Alternatively, operating the deck 
from the remote, essentially means 
that you cannot alter the tape speed 
(SP/LP). This is switched on from 
the deck. 


The recording source — tuner/ 
simulcast/external — is switched on 
the front panel. Probably no hard- 
ship, but if you have a satellite tuner 
you want to take a direct feed from, 
you'll have some Scart juggling (or 
customising) to do. 

The external (AV) source and the 
tuned picture cannot be switched 
automatically in timer-controlled re- 
cording. If you want to take another 
signal (such as a satellite tuner), 
you'll have to make some comprom- 
ises over picture/audio quality and 
set up an RF feed if you want to mix 
time-shifting with terrestrial TV. 

Tape navigation is aided only by 
the most rudimentary tape counter 
with zero memory. In operation, the 
front panel display is toggled be- 
tween time and counter display by a 
button. 

When switched-on, the deck al- 
ways returns to the clock display. 
When changing channel, the display 
momentarily flashes up the prog- 
ramme number. 

Setting the timer is easy enough if 
you follow the barcode route, but 
building up courage to try the easy- 
to-use press-button approach could 
be faster in the long run. Then again, 
setting the timer on the deck’s front 
panel could take much longer than 
either remote method. 

The remote has to transmit each 
setting one at a time. The deck can 
handle up to eight timer events over 
a month. 


PERFORMANCE 

AS SINGLE play pictures go, that 
recorded and played by the Amstrad 
8700 isn’t bad at all. Pictures show a 
good dynamic range, although some 
colour spillage is visible. 

Staring at the 8700’s resolution 
chart results show some dot grain 
and picture instability, and also quite 
noticeable luminance grain. This 


shows up as instability on the 
boundaries of high contrast areas. 

However, what’s a reasonable 
picture with the sharpness control at 
dead centre, can look quite horrid as 
you crank it up — although initially 
you can see an increase in resolu- 
tion. Considered opinion rates hori- 
zontal resolution at just over 250 
lines. 

Opting for long play makes quite a 
difference to the picture quality. It’s 
degraded slightly, while the dot grain 
and instability increase consider- 
ably. Definitely for emergencies (or 
two late night movies) only. 

There are two speeds of forward 
and reverse picture search, which is 
handy. Less impressive is the size of 
the noise bars that break up the 
picture in any trick play. It’s impossi- 
ble to get a halfway decent still 
frame. 

Aurally, we come to our first meet- 
ing in action of the 8700’s linear 
stereo. This VCR sound system had 
a brief burst of popularity some 
years ago, before hi-fi recording 
proved its obvious supremacy. 

The trouble with linear stereo is 
that each stereo track recorded on 
the tape is less than half the width of 
the normal mono track — and the 
tape travels relatively slowly, com- 
pared even to the speed of a normal 
audio cassette. 

This makes for an unsavoury re- 
cipe for tape hiss, wow, flutter, re- 
duced dynamic range ad sloppy 
separation of L/R stereo channel 
information. 

So what does the 8700 actually 
sound like? Well, until you bring a 
hi-fi sound system into play, it 
sounds just like a mono VCR, only 
with two channels. In other words, 
playing back through the TV, you 
won't notice the difference. 

Listening to the sound via a hi-fi 
amp and speakers — worse still on 
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headphones — and the rot sets in. 
There’s little obvious wow or flutter, 
however, hiss there certainly is — 
especially in long play. Coming a 
close second to hiss, is hum. 

Prolonged listening reveals pops 
on loud sounds, where the automa- 
tic gain control has not caught up 
with the level and the tape has 
overloaded. However, there didn’t 
seem to be too much extraneous 
‘pumping’. Stereo imaging is poor on 
the whole. 


CONCLUSION 


WHY DO manufacturers continue to 
produce VCRs that are, on first 
sight, inferior to their state-of-the-art 
compatriots? Price, of course, has a 
lot to do with it. 

Decks with extended feature 
specs use these as their selling 
points. And of course, building num- 
erous features to a competitive (low, 
even) market price, introduces more 
than a tad of compromise. 

VCRs are as divided in price/ 
quality terms as sound reproduction 
equipment. Of two £300 pieces of 
gear, one may have a dozen bells 
and whistles, the other may offer 
only the minimum of features, but 
execute them brilliantly. 

This deck falls into the former 
category. I’m afraid | shall need 
more convincing as to the merits of 
linear track stereo. 

There are a lot of mono decks 
about, without a long play facility, 
that | would be prepared to swap this 
VCR for if the choice were mine. 

The Akai VS-F15 has an identical 
price, no LP or stereo, but a better 
picture, index search, on-screen 
graphics and better looks. 

| must admit | don’t feel confident 
trying to recommend a twin-speed 
deck in this price range. 

At the end of the day, the consum- 
er makes the choice. With decks at 
this price, the choice is one between 
functions or performance. Frankly, | 
go for performance O 


SENSE AND 
SENSIBILITY 


FOR 


THE CANON E800 IS THE SECOND 
Hi8 FORMAT CAMERA TO HIT THE 
£1000 PRICE POINT. SUSAN 
HICKEY TAKES ONE HOME 


THESE DAYS shops are well stock- 
ed with super-format fare and major 
companies have started to introduce 
follow-up models. Such machines 
are often targeted away from the 
first, in the hope of scooping up a 
different slice of the market. 

JVC has done it, advancing on the 
GR-S77 with the hi-fi stereo GR- 
$707 — and is now on the brink of 
launching the less pricey GR-S99. 

Panasonic too, had the MS90 
chaser and is now to replace its 
pioneering MS50 with the upgraded 
and seductive MS70. 

Canon displays similar double vi- 
sion. 

The firm, which made bold moves 
by introducing its Hi8 flagship in the 
contentious, if popular, A1 styling, 
now opts for a more conventional — 
and cheaper — alternative. 

Its E800Hi is lighter (1.4kg all up), 
smaller and, at £1000, retains the 
lure of hi-fi stereo sound. 

So what kind of reception can this 
newcomer expect? 


DESCRIPTION 
ITS APPEARANCE is understated 
— not unlike the E640. As such, the 
E800 is a dinky little number, erring 
only on the side of being ordinary. 

The thin, flat body, which alter- 
nates between gun metal grey and 
black, houses an f1.4 lens, with 
8.5-68mm focal length power zoom, 
snub stereo mic and rotatable hand- 
grip. 

The latter can be adjusted through 
180° and locked in 11 positions — 
five up and five down from the 


VIDEO 8 


CANON ESOOHi 


regular horizontal. This provides 
welcome flexibility in shooting 
angles. 

Also included as standard is the 
sports viewfinder, which allows you 
to monitor recordings from a dis- 
tance. 

The camera’s controls are 
arranged in regimented fashion — 
white balance, shutter, digital super- 
imposer, dedicated sound and vision 
fader and focus controls to the left, 
transport, title/date generator, self/ 
interval timer and recording speed 
controls around the back. 

The power and eject buttons re- 
side on the top — as does the 
camera’s accessory shoe. 

Embedded in a side panel are 
phono audio and video plugs and 
S-Video out. Headphone and re- 
mote ports can also be found near 
here. 

The supplied wireless remote du- 
plicates most of the E800’s controls 
and is particularly useful for play- 
back operation. 


OPERATION 

AS IS now the norm, the E800 offers 
a full auto option, but falls short of 
giving full manual control. 

A correlated two-field auto meter- 
ing system is deemed sufficient to 
ensure correct exposure; backlight 
compensation, too, is automatic. 

Out and about, it quickly becomes 
apparent that contrasty subjects 
cause the camera to over-expose by 
an f/stop or two. This is something 
you’re pretty much stuck with. 

White balance is also on auto- 
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pilot. The frame is split into 25 
sections, each evaluated separately, 
and the results compared to produce 
the overall balance. 

In natural daylight, the system 
seems to work, but mixed lighting 
conditions result in that old bugbear: 
colour casting. This can be un- 
pleasant at times. 

The white balance lock allows you 
to set the optimum balance using, 
for instance, a sheet of white paper 
in front of the lens. It also allows the 
user to compensate for difficult sub- 
jects — such as a red flower in 
macro — by first pointing the camera 
at something blue and locking on 
this setting. 

| set about shooting just such a 
subject using the three white ba- 
lance procedures — auto, locked on 
white, locked on blue — and could 
not detect a difference. Still, I’m sure 
there will be times this will prove 
useful. 

The E800 also sees the introduc- 
tion of auto tracking focus (ATF) — a 
third option, over and above auto 
and manual modes. It’s designed as 
an aid to sharp rendition of moving 
or off-centre subjects. 

First centre the subject in the 
autofocus zone, then select ATF; the 
subject with the highest contrast 
inside the zone will be detected and 
tracked as it moves about the frame. 
When optimum focus has been 
achieved, the zone flashes rapidly. 

This is an interesting twist in the 
autofocus tale, but its competence 
proves difficult to evaluate — parti- 
cularly as nobody seems able or 


willing to say exactly how it works. 
According to Canon UK’s technical 
department, this is a well-guarded 
secret and the company plans to 
keep it that way. 

| suspect it is contrast-driven and 
therefore not completely foolproof 
(the manual does identify unsuitable 
subjects — largely because of con- 
trast deficiencies). When it works, it 
seems to work well — not very 
conclusive | know, but that’s all there 
is to say at this stage. 

Still, quite a generous range of 
fast shutters are available: 1/250, 
1/500, 1/1000 and 1/2000 to be 
precise, useful for facilitating motion 
analysis, or exerting some minor 
control over exposure. 

Of course, the in-camera. still 
frame is marred by substantial noise 
bars, so this is only useful for play- 
back in a Video 8 deck that boasts a 
good still frame facility. 

The camera doesn’t have an in- 
sert edit function, but it is possible to 
enjoy glitch-free scene transitions by 
simply (crudely) dropping in new 
footage — thanks to the convenient 
flying erase head. It’s not possible to 
predetermine the outpoint of the new 
recording, though. 

A one-page digital title superim- 
poser will also find many uses. 
Images can be painted in white, red, 
green, blue, yellow, sky (blue), violet 
and black hues and rendered in 
Opaque, reversed or see-through 
form. 

To help the camera memorise 
more difficult subjects, image densi- 
ty can be adjusted through 16 levels 


from thin to thick. 

You can also use the superimpos- 
er to select a background for 
camera-generated titles, the titles 
themselves being rendered in a 
complementary colour. All very nice. 

Not so nice is the E800’s fader, 
which diminishes the image to white, 
a trait typical of the 8mm camp 
which does little to pander to Euro- 
pean tastes. 


PERFORMANCE 

UNPHASED BY the somewhat omi- 
nous bench tests it was subjected to, 
the E800Hi turned out a fine per- 
formance. 

As was the case with the A1Hi 
before it, the inclusion of an FM 
stereo sound system seems to 
diminish resolution a tad. It pares 
0.2MHz off the video bandwidth, 
reducing the camera’s ability to re- 
cord fine detail. 

However, the E800 still managed 
to resolve just over 370 lines of 
horizontal resolution, with a good 
dynamic range in Hi8 standard play 
mode. Minimal grain is evident and 
there’s a fizzy quality to high con- 
trast areas. 

Long play sees a minor loss of 
clarity, down to 350 lines, with a 
dynamic range between black and 
white remaining, and little increase 
in grain. 

A composite output delivered 
rather less impressive — results: 
around 320 lines in SP and 310 at 
the slower recording speed — the 
only real deterioration showed in a 
slight increase in grain. 
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AT A GLANCE 


Also comforting is the camera’s 
performance in regular 8mm mode. 
If tracking down metal evaporated 
Hi8 tape is proving a problem, slot- 
ting in a standard 8mm tape will not 
cause endless grief. The penalties 
you'll pay will be a big drop in 
definition and a significant level of 
colour noise, most noticeable be- 
tween reds and blues. Although this 
is detrimental to the overall image, 
other picture elements are really 
quite impressive given the recording 
system constraints. 

That said, its Hi8 picture remains 
the most exciting element of the 
camera — not least because of its 
fine colour registration. 

As on standard 8mm, there is 
some smearing at the edges, but 
without the loud colour noise. 

| found wide macro recording 
(possible within 4mm of the subject) 
reaped some splendid results, with 
vibrant colours giving very watch- 
able close-ups of a lively bloom. 
Audio performance is rather good, 
with pronounced stereo imaging. 


CONCLUSION 

ALTHOUGH LESS prolific than S- 
VHS-C, the Hi8 camp has, to date, 
maintained its price differential be- 
tween the standard and super 
systems. However, it’s now under 
pressure to compete at a more 
accessible level. 

Price-wise, the E800 is pitched in 
direct opposition to the older, dis- 
counted S-VHS-C models, and the 
new MS70 and Sanyo H100 Hi8 
machines. 

It doesn’t make many pretences to 
being laden with hi-jinks, but prefers 
to appeal with a sensible specifica- 
tion at a sensible price. 

However, it could perhaps have 
stretched itself to providing dedi- 
cated insert edit and some degree of 
exposure control. These additions 
would substantially increase its de- 
sirability and arm it against the 
current threat from S-VHS-C O 


A QUESTION OF 
FORMAT 


HITACHI VM-2300 


ALAN O'NEILL CONSIDERS THE 
£900 VM-2300 — ONE OF THE 
FEW REMAINING FULL-SIZE VHS 
CAMCORDERS 


AS TECHNOLOGY progresses with 
super-lightweights and deluxe 
machines, mass market full-size 
VHS camcorders are beginning to 
look anachronistic. 

Still, this hasn’t deterred Hitachi 
which has released its fourth full- 
size model, the £900 VM-2300, in a 
year. 

Hitachi and Panasonic are the last 
bastions for this format and even 
Hitachi now looks like making the 
2300 its swan song. 


DESCRIPTION 


THE VM-2300 is extremely similar to 
its immediate predecessors, bearing 
the same hallmarks of the VM-3200 
and Super VHS VM-S7200. How- 
ever, it’s a shade smaller and the 
redesigned shoulder brace makes 
for more comfortable filming. 

Camera controls are ranged along 
the left-hand bodywork, each one 
uniquely pimpled for easy identifica- 
tion. The manual iris wheel, which 
dominates proceedings, is large and 
easy to turn. Too many camcorders 
offer fiddly half-hidden manual iris 
controls which take as much skill to 
operate as the camcorder itself. 

Shutter speed (1/500 and 1/1000 
second), self timer and time lapse 
functions are accessed via top row 
switches. Viewfinder display, tape 
counter, record review and digital 
title superimposer occupy the 
second row, with focus and push 
auto nestling at the bottom. Sand- 
wiched between these is a nega/ 
posi facility (which Hitachi seems to 
champion as much as the giant 
format itself), index button and dedi- 
cated fader. 

Noticeably absent from all this is a 
full auto switch and, perhaps more 
importantly, depending on your skill 
level, manual white balance presets. 
On the VM-2300, white balance is 
completely automatic. 

Recorder controls are arranged in 
an orderly line on the top of the 


camcorder, with tape transport con- 
trols moonlighting as cursors for the 
basic character generator. 

Audio and video dub buttons are 
welcome inclusions, enabling casual 
users to turn their hand to something 
more creative. 

Interestingly, Hitachi seems to 
have abandoned its MOS (Metal 
Oxide Semiconductor) imaging chip 
once and for all. The 2300 has a 
CCD, which means that its stable- 
mate VM-1200, still in the 1990 
catalogue, is the only camera left 
with this form of imager. The ‘Zin. 
CCD, fronts a common 9-54mm 6x 
zoom with both standard and tele- 
photo macro. 

Indeed, the nearest thing to an 
innovation sported by the VM-2300 
is the accessory ‘hotshoe’. This en- 
ables the optional video light to draw 
its power directly from the cam- 
corder’s battery, rather than its own 
power supply. 

This obviously eats into the effec- 
tive recording time available but, 
with no samples of the lamp yet in 
the country, just how much remains 
to be seen. There is also a collapsi- 
ble carrying handle, which | sup- 
pose, is almost an innovation. 

Perhaps the Hitachi design team 
should have directed some much 
needed attention in the area of the 
viewfinder. It’s exactly the same 
design as that used on previous 
Hitachi full-sizers. 

While being admirable in that it 
can be positioned for either left or 
right-eye use, its build quality is so 
rickety, confidence is certainly not 
inspired. 


OPERATION 


GENERAL RECORDING is perfect- 
ly straightforward involving alternat- 
ing record and record/pause via the 
usual thumb trigger (any company 
that produced a camcorder where 
recording wasn’t simplicity itself 
would need shooting). 
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Ironically, on a machine where 
manual exposure override is 
thoughtfully provided; and one on 
which manual override of white ba- 
lance is quite the reverse, one func- 
tion | would like to see automatic 
isn’t. The fader is manual which 
means it has to be continually de- 
pressed to activate the fade. 

The three-second fade has sound 
and vision dissolving in sync, but 
there is a delay of around a second 
between pressing the button and the 
beginning of the fade. 

The zoom also has one speed 
only, taking seven seconds between 
optical extremes, which many users 
may find too slow. 

Video and audio dubbing is done 
with the camcorder in the video 
(recorder) mode. For video dub, 
which helpfully replaces the video 
while leaving the original sound- 
track, the desired edit out point is 
located first, paused, and sign- 


posted by resetting the counter. The 
memory button should be pressed to 
memorise the new position, but the 
manual neglects to mention this fact. 

Then, with the tape spooled back 


to edit out point, press video dub, 
then record and new footage will be 
recorded up to the cut-off point. 
With this necessary addition to the 
operating procedure, the 2300 per- 
forms video dub excellently, with 
seamless in and out points. 
Unfortunately, this function is not 
supplemented by any frame adv- 
ance or frame reverse facility, mean- 
ing edit points cannot be located 
with any great degree of accuracy. 
Audio dub works in much the 
same way, but without the need to 
predetermine an out point and is 
aided by a microphone mixing facil- 
ity which allows new commentaries 
to be mixed with the original sound 
— not replaced as in audio dub. The 
timer functions work without fuss, 
giving a 10 or 30 second self timer, 
and crude animation shooting 15 
frames per hit. Time lapse is also 
available. 
Curiously, the VM-2300 boasts 
the legend ‘telemacro’ on its body- 


work without any reference to it in 
the manual. Unlike macro at the 
standard end of the zoom, there is 
no need to switch into telemacro — 
which delivers close-ups with a bet- 
ter perspective and no backache. 

In use, it means you can focus 
manually on subjects, albeit with 
considerably reduced depth of field, 
which are too close for the auto- 
focus. 

Finally, the basic two-line, 16- 
character titler is cumbersome and 
protracted to use. A digital superim- 
poser would have offered greater 
versatility. 


PERFORMANCE 


THE 2300 doesn’t aim to break new 
technological ground and its infra- 
red autofocus, tried and trusted, is 
one of the most effective and reliable 
around. It’s good in low light, as 
most AF systems are, has an oper- 
able range in excess of 50 yards, 
and performs admirably with some 
of the situations the manual sug- 
gests might be difficult. 
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AT A GLANCE 


However, it is not without idiosyn- 
crasies. 

While there is very little hunting, it 
sometimes gives the impression it 
cannot focus on close subjects. But 
this is just an illusion. The subject is 
actually only within telephoto range 
and needs to be focused manually. 

It also seemed to have some 
problems with highly reflective sub- 
jects. This was the only occasion 
where the AF really floundered. 

Outdoors in bright or dull sunlight, 
or in bright artificial light, the auto- 
only white balance works fine. In- 
doors however, and with very low 
temperature light, it gets unstuck, 
leaving the picture with a distinct red 
cast. 

Fears were first aroused at the 
recent .Hitachi trade shows where 
the VM-2300 was premiered. This 
isn’t a catastrophic failing of the 
camcorder, but there isn’t anything 
that can be done to correct it, either. 

Battery power gives around 20-25 
minutes with autofocus. That said, 
the picture itself is not bad at all, with 
almost 260 lines of horizontal resolu- 
tion attributable to the 2300’s single 
recording speed. 

There’s a noticeable amount of 
dot interference (fuzziness along 
borders of high contrast) and the 
dynamic range (contrast between 
black and white) is not as dynamic 
as it could be. But the picture doesn’t 
suffer too badly as a result, providing 
the shooting conditions are good. 


CONCLUSION 


THE CASE for the defence can be 
summed up in one sentence: if you 
like VHS, you’ll probably buy the 
Hitachi VM-2300, if you don’t, you 
won't. 

In the end, it doesn’t come down 
to how excellent or diabolical the 
camcorder is, because a) it’s com- 
petent enough and b) there’s pre- 
cious little competition — and even 
less at the same price. 

It’s all a question of format O 


MC20BB 
£ P.O.A. 


NVMS90 
COMPLETE 
£ SALE PRICE 


HOTLINES 


High St., “Keynsham Bristol 
G (0272) 864722 


The Quedam, Yeovil 


BELL COURT PRECINCT 
STRATFORD-ON-AVON 
0789 69354 


R.V.S. 


KING ST, BEDWORTH 
WEST MIDLANDS 
0203 314427 


R.V.S. 


ST ANDREW’S SQUARE 
DROITWICH 
WORCESTERSHIRE 
0905 770661 


DISCOUNT 
WEST 


3 ANGEL PLACE 
BRIDGEWATER, 
SOMERSET 
0278 453286 


(0935) 79997 
Gardiner Haskins, Bristol 
= 254007 


OFFICIAL SOUTH WEST PANASERVICE CENTRES 


MC30B 
HI-FI 
STEREO 
£ POA. 


We also offer fantastic 


deals, lowest prices, 
price promise, one 


day sale prices, upside 


down prices, etc, etc, 
etc, on all major 
accounts. 
BUT THAT’S ONLY 
HALF THE STORY 
WITH US. 


We also offer a highly 


trained service team 
who in the event of a 
fault developing on 
your Hi-Tech 
purchase have the 
knowledge and 
equipment to put 
things right a.s.a.p. 


THE R.V.S. ORGANISATION 
THE INTELLIGENT CHOICE 
FOR SALES AND SERVICE 


+> BEST BUY<« 


Video Camera Specialists 


THE R.V.S. ORGANISATION 


PANASONIC ACCESSORIES 
Stereo Microphone NVMSS5O/MC30B £ 54.99 
Car Battery Cord ‘C’ Format £ 24.99 


Car Battery Charger for VHS-C £ 79.99 
‘C’ Format Soft Case £ 39.99 
Full Size Soft Case M7/M10 £ 39.99 
Character Generator £ 119.99 
Pistol Grip £ 13.99 
Synchro Edit Cord £ 499 
-1-4 Tele Lens £ 74.99 
-0-7 Wide Angle Lens £ 74.99 
Pause Remote Control Lana 
- Rechargeable Battery ‘C’ Type £ 29.99 
Rechargeable Battery Full Size £ 34.99 
Cordless Video Light £ 59.99 
Production Mixer WJ-MX10 £ 1149.99 


WJ-MX12 (in stock) POA 
Post & Packing £1.50 all accessories. 


ACTION REPLAYS i 
THE VIDEO CAMERA CENTRE 


The Armada Centre, Plymouth 
® (0752) 226101 


Adaptors to link IBM PC/XT/AT & PS/2 
and Compatibles 
directly to Televisions and Video Recorders 


PC-TV Adapt UHF Adaptor £119.95 + vat 
VGA Version SCART Adaptor £89.95 + var 


Supports up to 640X480 mode with 256,000 + palette 
The UHF Version allows you to connect to a TV via its aerial socket, and to a video recorder 
etc, using composite video. This makes it ideal for presentations, training, point-of-sale 
systems etc, where large screen televisions can easily be used, or a video cassette can 
replace the need for a computer system at presentations. The SCART Version allows 
connection of a TV with a suitable 21 pin SCART (Euroconnector) Socket, giving a high 
quality output. A version to include both UHF and SCART in one unit is also available. 
Requires separate 12v power supply £5.75 + VAT. 


£124.95 + var 


Superimposes computer text/graphics onto video images 
The EGA Genlock Adaptor is an add-on for stand alone EGA Cards (not those built onto the 
mother board). Using composite video input from a video camera/recorder etc, it overlays 
any program running in the computer i.e. graphic/titling packages, and outputs the result 
via composite video or high quality RGB (SCART). Features include user definable 
transparent colour, half-tones and mixing of computer and video colours, and interlaced or 
non-interlaced screens. Supports CGA, EGA and Enhanced EGA (640x480 line mode), 
with a full 64 colour palette. 


** Special Bundle Offers ** 
EGA Genlock + Paradise Basic 350 Card £199.95 + VAT 
EGA Genlock + Paradise 480 Autoswitch Card £239.95 + VAT 


EGA Genlock 
Adaptor 


For further details/orders contact us on: 


Telephone: 0843 225714 


Carriage free in mainland UK FAX: 0843 296237 Dealers enquiries welcome. 


Vine Micros Ltd, 47/48 Hawley Square, Margate, Kent CT9 INY 
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PANASONIC 


SPECIALIST 


We are an ‘Authorised Panaservice Centre’ which means we are specialists in Panasonic products and have attained standards 


of excellence in both sales and service. 


We can supply Panasonic TVs, Camcorders and Video Recorders at unbeatable prices and offer a full after sales back-up for the 


12 month guarantee period and beyond. 


‘BUY WITH CONFIDENCE FROM THE AUTHORISED SPECIALIST’ 


MORI M I 2 0268 555784 


A sophisticated 78cmV giant screen television giving superb picture quality 
and full digital features including strobe, mosaic and picture in picture. 

The incomparable Dome Sound System provides Hi-Fi sound quality 
whilst avoiding the bulkiness of conventional side speakers. 


MODELS AVAILABLE 


TX33A1 78cm Digital Nicam Fastext 
TX28A1 66cm Nicam Fastext 
TX28W1 66cm Nicam Fastext 
TX24A1 59cm Nicam Fastext 
TX24W1 59cm Nicam Fastext 
TX24T1 59cm FST Fastext 
TX21T1 51cm FST Fastext 
TX1786 41cm FST Fastext 
TC2181 51cm FST Remote Control 
TC1785 41cm FST Remote Control 
TC1485 14” (34cm) Remote Control 


@& 0268 555784 


MODELS AVAILABLE 


SYS Full size S-VHS with monitor 


NYREEOOH S-VHS ‘C’ 8:1 Zoom FIT CCD 
NVMC308 VHS-C 6:1 Zoom, Hi-fi Stereo 
NVMC20BB__—sCOV'H'S--C 6:1 Zoom with soft case 
NVM10B Full size VHS 8:1 Zoom, Hi-fi Stereo 


MIXERS AND ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 


Panasonic digital audio-video production mixers combine versatile perfor- 
mance capabilities with outstanding ease-of-use. They enable profession- 
als and even AV enthusiasts to achieve a wide range of video effects. 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


Elegant soft design and S-VHS picture quality combined with the latest 
NICAM digital stereo technology makes this our flagship video cassette 
recorder. The Hi-Fi stereo sound system, a stabilised power supply and 
non-resonant construction to reduce vibration, all combine to place the 
FS100 at the forefront of technology in its own right. 


CAMCORDERS 


The MS90 is the successor to the successful MS50 the Camcorder voted 
‘European Video Camera of the Year ‘89-90’. Key specification changes 
include a more powerful zoom lens, a new reduced smear FIT CCD and a 
Digital Superimposer. 


@ 0268 555784 


MODELS AVAILABLE 
NVFS100B S-VHS Nicam, Jog Shuttle 
NVF70B Nicam, Jog Shuttle, L.P. 
NVF65B Nicam, 4 Head Insert Edit 
NVJ35B LP, 4 Head NTSC Playback 
NVJ30B 3 Head, Super Still and Slow Mo 


PLEASE PHONE FOR PRICES 
AND SPECIAL _OFFERS 
All our prices are inclusive of VAT. All products supplied are 
brand new, boxed and fully guaranteed. Extended cover avail- 
able. Callers welcome or mail order available. A small charge 
will be made for Mail Order Delivery by Securicor within 4 days 
and fully insured. 


HICKLEYS 


0268-555784 


2 BROADWAY NORTH, PITSEA, BASILDON, ESSEX 


BARCLAYCARD] 
VISA 
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TV, VIDEO, HI-Fl & MICROWAVES 33” TV 
TOSHIBA 28” FST STEREO IN 
NICAM & SUPER VHS INPUT STOCK 


TOSHIBA A1-420 
CAMCORDER 


NOW ONLY £799 


Super Price VHS 


CAMCORDERS FULL RANGE 


GR-A1 (VHS-C) 
GR 60 £699 

GR-S 77E (SVHS 
GR-S707 (S-VHS 
GFS 1000 S-VHS 


VIDEO 

HR-S5000 

HR-D520 

HR-D610 

HR-D620 TELETEXT ADAPTOR 
HR-D830 NOW AVAILABLE 


TELEVISIONS 


AV-280 Nicam Text £699 
AV-S250 25” Stereo Teletext Ring for 
AV-S2181 21” Stereo Teletext Price “| 


JVC HRD-830 


CANON 
CAMCORDERS 


Ring For Best Price 

iO fn , E6 £899 
fl” ~~ ae (Smallest) 

a E50 £599 

4 E640 £799 
E80 £749 
E80 Hi 
A1-HI8 


ALL IN STOCK 


STILL VIDEO 
CAMERA 
IN STOCK 


E80 REMOTE 
180° FLEXIGRIP 


SANYO-VIDEO-TV 
VHR-7200 Only 


VHR-5240 
TELETEXT £399 


VIVANCO ENHANCER Videonic Plus 
SLIK THpode, Portable Lights, 
Battery Packs. 

SOLIDEX AICO SIMA Stockists 


SHARP CAMCORDERS .,~°°2 
VLG670, 8x zoom £Phone 
VL770, 12x zoom - 
VLS 860 Super 12x zoom £Phone 
Video Headings — Sharp 
VC 615 L/P.OSP £329 


ia D - = 


ie 2 a ( 2 _ » e= 
cameorders, TV, Video & HiFi 
MS-90 Hi-Fi 
MS2 

MS10B Hi-Fi 
J30 £339 
J35 

J65 
F-S100B 


M-S2 > 
with colour | ( 
monitor ) 


CAMCORDERS 


CCDV250 
CCDV500 
CCDV900 Hi 


CCDV335 
*CCD-TR55 


ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT ary WE CANNOT BE BEATEN 


138 PELHAM ROAD 
GRAVESEND, KENT DA11 0JH 
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SERVICE: — MICROWAVES, T.V.’s, Loy \\I; 
VIDEOS & IN-CAR ENTERTAINMENT 
OPEN LATE THURSDAY TILL 8 PM 


LATE NIGHT SHOPPING THURSDAY 


rax NOW 4/4 
th 569601. 
0474 326600 


i ‘™ LIC TV 7 Vilel =a 
SUPER V= — VW— Wit di dD 


WE ia 


WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITORS 
RETAIL PRICE ON THE FOLLOWING 
MAKES OF CAMCORDERS... 


AMSTRAD BAUER BOSCH CANON FERGUSON FUJI HITACHI JVC MINOLTA MITSUBISHI 
yr oa 


a 
SS 


oll, — > == SAN 
; a) ape 
~—aae 


mG OUR or = A : = Bp CS 
(0532) 304134 E PRICES! UT 


FOR THE BIGGEST SELECTION OF CAMCORDERS IN THE U.K. 
eee ee 
au =f 1 ) / ae) oJ/2I/ A S21 6 4 
Mums 7a Sisk A 4a, 4 7) Wi“), Ye 


57-63 North Parade, Bradford. Tel:0274370017_ 57 Otley Rd, Headingley, Leeds. Tel:0532 304134 
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WIDESCREEN 
VHS READY 
FOR HOME 
CINEMA 


BARRY FOX INVESTIGATES THE 
RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF 
WIDESCREEN TV AND REPORTS 
ON A REMARKABLE NEW 
VARIATION OF THE VHS FORMAT 


‘WIDESCREEN 16:9 TV is the driv- 
ing force for high definition televi- 
sion.’ So says Erich Geiger, vice- 
president in charge of worldwide 
research and development at Thom- 
son, the French company which now 
owns Ferguson. ‘And Thomson is 
the driving force behind 16:9’. 

Recently, Geiger, based at Thom- 
son’s main research laboratory at 
Villingen, West Germany, demons- 
trated the £3,000 domestic wide- 
screen TVs which Ferguson plans to 
start selling in the UK this winter. 

Geiger and his team also ex- 
plained the technical thinking gone 
into the 16:9 set and a new standard 
for widescreen VHS. 

‘Everyone who sees widescreen 
high definition wants it,’ says Geiger, 
‘until they discover the price. Of 
course, the price will eventually 
come down, but we need a bridge to 
that future. That bridge is the wide- 
screen display of conventional video 
and TV, with enhanced resolution. 

‘The important thing is not to 
make hardware dependant on soft- 
ware. What’s needed is a wide- 
screen TV that can display existing 
4:3 material in 16:9 format, as well 
as 16:9 material of course. With our 
new widescreen sets, we have hard- 
ware which is ready for 16:9 soft- 
ware.’ 

Simultaneously Thomson has 
been the prime mover in the push for 
a modification to the familiar VHS 
standard. This modification will cope 
with 16:9 recordings, either pre- 
recorded movies, widescreen foot- 
age shot with a new generation of 


camcorders, or widescreen material 
tapes from the new MAC satellite 
services equipped to broadcast in 
16:9 format. 

The new widescreen video stan- 
dard has now been agreed with all 
the VHS family partners, and it goes 
hand in hand with a proposed mod- 
ification of the Scart socket stan- 
dard, to let a TV set automatically 
switch its display format in depend- 
ence on the source signal. 

The European standards organ- 
isation, Cenelec, is also considering 
a completely new, second genera- 
tion, Scart connection, currently 
nicknamed ‘golden Scart’. This will 
be able to carry full bandwidth HDTV 
signals (20MHz) between future re- 
corders and TVs. 

The first batch of Thomson’s wide- 
screen TVs are now being assem- 
bled. 

In Britain, they will sell under the 
Ferguson name and use a 42in. 
(diagonal) 16:9 tube made by the 
Videocolour factory at Anagni, Italy. 

Building a TV, with a 16:9 screen, 
but able to handle either 4:3 or 16:9 
input signals, is far more difficult 
than initially appears. The relatively 
easy part is to display pictures from 
a 16:9 source — they fit the screen! 

Technically, the satellite wide- 
screen transmission system is ele- 
gant. The widescreen MAC signal is 
compressed sideways to cram all 
the picture area into a 4:3 screen 
area (to make people look unnatu- 
rally tall and thin). 

In the receiver, the picture is 
stretched out again, either to fill a 
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16:9 widescreen or to fill a 4:3 
screen with side panels of the pic- 
ture lost. ’ 

The receiver does the widescreen 
stretching by using a different time 
decompression ratio to that used for 
conventional 4:3 (uncompressed) 
transmissions. 

The ratio is switched by a digital 
code, like teletext, transmitted in the 
vertical blanking interval of line 625. 
This auto-switching function is built 
into all MAC chips. 

As an alternative option, a MAC 
receiver can be manually forced (for 
example, by using the on-screen 
menu of a BSB receiver), to override 
the automatic | decompression 
switching and display a full-screen 
squashed picture (tall and thin). 

The height control of the TV must 
then be adjusted to produce an 
undistorted widescreen _letter-box 
image, with black panels at the top 
and bottom of the picture. 

The practical snag is that so far, 
the only widescreen sources avail- 
able are the D2-MAC transmissions 
from French satellite TDF and D- 
MAC from BSB. 

The TDF signals are mainly test 
transmissions. Although BSB plans 
to transmit movies in widescreen 
format, and BSB’s receivers can be 
set up to display widescreen, the 
station is not yet doing so. It’s 
because there’s a hitch on this in the 
IBA’s uplink to the satellite at South- 
ampton. 


ON THE continent, MAC transmis- 
sions are, in practice, a poor source 


of widescreen material. 

All the TV studios are producing 
programmes in PAL, then converting 
them into MAC for transmission, with 
viewers’ receivers usually convert- 
ing them back into PAL again for 
display. 

The pictures seen end up worse 
than PAL. Their PAL origin makes it 
impractical to transmit them in com- 
pressed widescreen format. 

This is the main reason why ter- 
restrial broadcasters in Germany are 
so interested in developing PAL 
Plus, a modified version of the ex- 
isting PAL system offering wide- 
screen capability. 

In recent tests from Munich, the 
broadcasters transmitted PAL letter- 
box pictures, with what looked like 
conventional black borders above 
and below the picture area. 

In fact, the black borders contain 
data modulated at lower-than-black 
level. The data is therefore invisible 
on the screen of a conventional TV, 
but can be decoded to enhance 
picture resolution in the letter-box 
area. 

This resolution enhancement is 
necessary if the letter-box picture is 
expanded to fill the full area of a 16:9 
picture tube. 


The transmitted letter-box occu- 
pies only 431 lines of the 625 picture 
total. Thus the image appears 
coarse when displayed full screen, 
with top and bottom borders thrown 
away. 

The hidden data in PAL Plus can 
effectively double the line resolution 
of the letter-box area. 

But PAL Plus is some way off, so 
the Thomson widescreen set also 
has a feature called Hi-Scan. 

A line store is used to read in each 
line of the picture and then read it 
out again at twice normal speed. 
This effectively doubles the line 
structure of the displayed picture, 
giving the illusion of enhanced clarity 
to viewers. 

This method of line doubling is the 
simplest technique for improving 
apparent resolution. 

More ‘intelligent’ solutions, which 
may be used in the future, involve 
using a field store to memorise each 
field of the picture, and then display 
fully interlaced fields together. 

This gives excellent results on still 
pictures, but creates blur unless 
there is extra intelligence to detect 
and compensate for motion in the 
picture. 

Hence the adoption of simple line 


A widescreen VHS tape system will 


allow cinema ratio satellite 
broadcasts to be time shifted — and 
will open a door to any future HDTV 
standard. 


doubling at this stage of the game. 
The results are very good. Even 
expanded letter-box images show 
no obvious signs of line structure. 

The Thomson Hi-Scan set also 
has a comb filter to improve separa- 
tion of the colour subcarrier from the 
black and white luminance compo- 
nent. This avoids the spurious colour 
patterning effects often seen when 
there is fine detail in the picture. 

Although the set is both D2 and 
D-MAC capable, there will be no 
Eurocypher descrambling module 
built-in for BSB. This is because the 
modules made by General Instru- 
ments for BSB, were designed for 
use in set top receiver boxes and 
there are practical problems in build- 
ing them into a TV. 

The widescreen set has four 
separate Scart sockets to make 
connection of add-on receivers and 
equipment like VCRs, as easy as 
possible. 

So how will the set be used in the 
home? 


WHEN THE transmission is in com- 
pressed widescreen MAC format, 
the receiver automatically senses 
the control bit in the line 625 and fills 
the screen. 

If the transmission is in letter-box 
format, or the source is a letter-box 
tape or disc, the viewer has the 
option to zoom the letter-box up to 
full picture size. 

When programmes are broadcast 
in conventional 4:3 full screen for- 
mat, whether MAC or PAL, the 
viewer has several options. The 4:3 
image can be displayed in 4:3 ratio 
on the wide screen. The spare 
space on the screen at one side can 
then be dark, or used to display a 
vertical stack of three separate mini- 
ature 4:3 pictures-in-picture, for inst- 
ance, to scan other channels. 

More likely, however, the viewer 
will switch the set to widescreen 
display. This crops the top and 
bottom of the picture and shows a 
little more of the side edges than 
usual, to fill the screen with a wide- 
screen image. 

Obviously there is artistic com- 
promise here, and in some material 
the effect will be unacceptable, with 
actors’ heads lost off the top of the 
screen. 


Perhaps the most exciting idea is > 
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<4 the proposal for a new widescreen 


variant of VHS, either Super or 
Standard. The same idea could also 
be adopted for Video 8 and Hi8. It 
gives the film companies a chance 
to issue pre-recorded material in 
much the same form as widescreen 
MAC. 

A modified widescreen VHS VCR 
records a widescreen picture as a 
compressed image, with objects 
made artificially too tall and too thin. 
When making the recording, the 
deck automatically registers a wide- 
screen recording is being made, by 
modulating the back edges of the 
sync pulses on the tape cue track. 
This is possible, without loss of 
compatibility, because the sync cir- 
cuits of a VHS recorder only use the 
pulse front edges. 

The modulated syncs serve as an 
on-tape marker, allowing compress- 
ed widescreen and normal 4:3 re- 
cordings to be mixed on the same 
tape. 

When the widescreen recording is 
played back on a conventional VHS 
recorder and through a conventional 
4:3 ratio TV, the picture on-screen 
will appear unnaturally tall and thin. 
It can be corrected however, with the 
TV’s height control, to provide a 
correctly formed letter-box image. 

If, however, a new widescreen 
recorder is connected to a wide- 


There’s No Better Centre 


3. Hi 
Scroll Re’ 
jour picture 


screen TV, it will send a trigger 
signal of 4.75v on pin 8 of the Scart 
lead to switch the TV to widescreen 
decompression. (Pin 8 normally only 
switches between internal and exter- 
nal sync.) The picture is automatical- 
ly expanded to fill the full wide 
screen. 

Likewise, if a new widescreen 
VCR is connected to a new 4:3 TV, it 
will automatically switch the height 
control to display a correctly formed 
letter-box image. 

We know Thomson and Ferguson 
have been building this switch sen- 
sor into top-end 4:3 TVs for the last 
two years, in readiness for the new 
VHS standard. 


INITIALLY, THIS new technology 
will be used for pre-recorded soft- 
ware. There will be two versions of 
tapes offered for sale or rental, one 
conventional, one widescreen. It 
could be a very good way to prime 
the pump for pre-recorded Super 
VHS software. 

By the end of this year, it’s likely at 
least some of the Japanese electro- 
nics manufacturers will be offering a 
camcorder with widescreen option. 
This will be switchable to record a 
squashed widescreen image onto 
tape, for replay like widescreen pre- 
recorded software. 

Widescreen material broadcast by 


: rey ) 


sonY 


BSB and any other satellite station 
can. of course, also be home- 
recorded in compressed format. 

Thomson Research Labs in Vil- 
lingen, recently demonstrated to 
What Video a Super VHS recorder 
modified to work in widescreen 
mode, along with the new wide- 
screen TV. 

The results were undeniably im- 
pressive. The step from 4:3 to 16:9 
widescreen display can only be 
compared with the step from black 
and white to colour. 

| would guess that once people 
see widescreen TVs on demonstra- 
tion, they will jump at the chance of 
buying one. 

Be warned, however. Even 
though the first batch of sets from 
Thomson (and Ferguson) will cost 
£3,000 each, that’s cheap at the 
price. They will be in short supply 
and on waitings lists. 

These sets will also be very 
heavy, needing two, or even three 
strong men to lift them — and a 
strong stand and floor to support 
them. 

Some prestige 4:3 TVs already 
cost over £2,000. These could prove 
very hard to sell once the press, 
trade and public have seen a 16:9 
set going for £3,000. 

The TV market could be shaping 
up for a major upheaval O 


PANASONIC CAMCORDER SPECIALIST 
(CENTRAL SCOTLAND) 


NVMS2B (SVHS) 


NVMS9OB (SVHS) 


NVMC20BB 


For this and all other Sony 


We are Sony's Camcorder 


CALL FOR 


Service Centre forthe SW. Camcorders, Videos, a, 
Hi-Fi’s, the | t 
BEL BRISTOL tea ord BURGESS WU aL 


Sony care, service and 
fepails, give us a Call 


_ & GIBSON 
3 TAISTEE: CENTRE 
STIRLING FK8 2ED 
Telephone: 0786 79666 
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for care, repair, accessories. 


RANGE OF 
ACCESSORIES 
IN STOCK 


BRISTOL SONY CENTRE f=} @ 3 y's @@ WESTON SONY CENTRE 


4 Waterloo St, W-s-M 
BS23 1LG Tel: 417859 


|BARCLAYCARD 


8-10 Bond Street, Bristol 
BS13LU__ Tel: 290448 
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“Video accessories 
designed by professionals 
for the amateur and 
professional alike" = 


PRODUCTION VISION MIXER 


Seohgiew 


The Sound Image “Scorpion” 2 INPUT Pro- 
duction Vision Mixer” has been designed 
by Professionals for both amateur and pro- 
fessional use in Education, Cable, Corpo- 
tate and all aspects of Industrial Television, 
and for both mobile and Studio facilities. It 
features a built-in Digital Synchronizer 
enabling it to mix video signals from any 
PAL source (including two VCRs) without 
using an external timebase corrector. 
“Scorpion” offers a wide range of special effects, including dissolves, more than 30 
wipes and Field (Picture) freeze. 


This unique unit allows the user to edit between any two PAL video signal sources, in- 
cluding cameras, VCR’s, Computers, TV Tuners and even two VCR inputs. 


The High Performance built-in 8 bit digital synchronizer features a noise reduction 
facility, and a very high signal to noise ratio of >56aB, thus offering a genuinly Trans- 
parent Signal Path. The performance is unmatched within its price range. 


The features built-in allow all aspects of Television Production to be achieved 
including Cross mixing, Fades, Wipes and Keys, and is very simple and easy to use. 


* Freeze Facility (B input only) aa. es eee | 

* Noise Reduction (B input only) | 2 Inputs 

* Video, Colour level control (B input only) = 

* High signal to noise ratio | No Gen lock | 

* True 8 bit processing required 

* Transparant signal path ee oe | 

* Aand B, KEY, CAPTION and Stereo AUDIO inputs. 

* At least 30 WIPES with NORMAL/REVERSE selection. 

* RECTANGLE, DIAMOND and CIRCLE WIPE with ASPECT control. 

* Manual control of WIPE, MIX, PROGRAMME FADE, CAPTION FADE & AUDIO 
FADE. 

* UPSTREAM and DOWN STREAM Keying. 

* A/B vertical interval CUT. 

* PREVIEW switcher of FX and DSK (CAPTION). 

* POSITIVE/NEGATIVE CAPTION input selection. 

* PREVIEW, PROGRAMME, BLACK BURST and AUDIO outputs. 

* Sloping Desk Top Unit. 


THE ULTIMATE VIDEO PROCESSOR/COLOUR CC 


iB g 2 Deo 


DRRECTOR 


9 fch 


HAVE YOU GOT A RED FACE? 
Not any more using the best selling Processor/Colour Corrector, you will not only be 
able to make first class copies of your original material, but also correct any colour 
errors there may have been (due to incorrect camera white balance etc.), No other 
Processor on the market offers you all these features plus a build quality only found 
in professionally priced equipment. 

* Colour Correction 

* Colour Level Control - From Black & White to full colour 
* Active Colour Noise Reduction 

* Separate Brightness & Contrast Controls 

* Picture Detail Enhancement 

* Two Video Inputs a & B 

* Two Video Outputs 

* Uses highly sophisticated state-of-the-art electronics 

* Mains operated 


As used by 
the BBC 


5-WAY AUDIO VIDEO DISTRIBUTOR 


* 5 Video Outputs 
* 5 Sets of Stereo Audio 


Outputs for Duplication yy; 
or Monitoring With BNC connectors 


14-day money back guarantee on all products 
Please send cheques for total amount stated to: 


BARCLAYCARD] 


Official orders from Schools, 


(HU MDLN, 


21 MILL ROAD : LISS : HAMPSHIRE GU33 7BD 
Or ring the Credit Card Hotline on (0730) 895278 - 24hrs. 
Colleges and Government establishments accepted 


es 
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= Free Postage 
on 
ALL ITEMS 


S-VHS ULTIMATE VIDEO PROCESSOR 
/COLOUR CORRECTOR 


Available with S-VHS and PAL inputs and Video Fader 


Hi8+ SIVHS) 


S-VHS ULTIMATE VIDEO PROCESSOR/COLOUR CORRECTOR 


CRISPENER COLOUR — VIDEC 


@ ® 


Sound Image S-VHS Colour Processor is designed to improve pictures from an 
S-VHS or PAL VIR (VHS - Beta - 8mm, - U-Matic) for playback, Editing and Transfer. 
It is the ultimate in processing and includes the following features: 


* S-VHS or PAL operation. * Colour Correction of the overall picture. 
* S-VHS and PAL outputs available. * Fader-fades the whole picture to Black. 
* Luminance Enhancement. * ‘State-of-the-Art’ electronics. 

* Chrominance Enhancement. * Mains operated. 

* Active colour noise reduction. 

* Control of Video, Colour & Black level. 


THE PROFESSIONAL VIDEO TITLER 


Working in conjunction with the well known Amiga 500/2000 computers, “The 
Professional Video Titler”, complete with built-in Gen-lock, and sophisticated RGB 
caption adding circuitry ensure crisp, clear, captions on all your videos at half the 
price of the closest competitor. 
Additionally, to further enhance its versatility the Video Titler is fully compatible 
with both PAL composite and S-VHS systems. 
* Caption added in the RGB domain. * (Contrast, Saturation and Brightness). 
* $-VHS or PAL operation. * Switch selection of Captions, Picture 
* S-VHS and PAL outputs always or both. 

available Labi ae: of input standard. * Caption Fader - Fades the Captions 


* Luminance Enhancement - Crispening _ in or out. 
or Sharpening of the Black & White * Picture Fader - Fades the Picture in 
part of the colour picture. or out. 


Master Fader - Fades both Picture 
and Captions to Black 

* Uses highly sophisticated ‘state of 
the art’ electronics. 

Mains operated. 


£485 (in 


(Picture detail enhancement). 

* Chrominance Enhancement - 
Crispening applied to the colour parts 
of the picture to reduce colour smear. 

* Active colour noise reduction. 

* Control of: Video, Colour and Black 
Level of the picture. 


S-VHS MONITOR ADAPTER 
* S-VHS 4-Pin Input 
* 2m Scart lead for direct connection to 


TV/Monitor. Scart Input 
* Enhanced picture quality Hi8+ 


* View the advantages of S-VHS 


AUDIO VIDEO EDITOR 

* Video Blanket wipe pattern generator 

* Video Fader-Fade to Black, White or any 
Grey tone 

* Video Wipe-Adjustable Horizontal/ 
Diagonal/Vertical 

* Two Channel Stereo Audio Mixer-VCR & 
Auxillary 

* Separate Microphone Input with Level & 
Pan Control 

* Audio overload indicator 

Small Sloping Desk Top Unit 


VISION MIXER/SPECIAL EFFECTS 
GENERATOR mT) ; 


At least 30 Wipe Patterns including Circle, 
Diamond, Square. 

A & B, Key Caption and Stereo Audio Inputs - 
with many other features too numerous to 
mention - Can be used as: 

1. Asingle Input Blanket Wipe Generator 

2. As 1 plus Caption Adding Facility 


Creditcharge 


Coombe Products Ltd 
Welcome Here 


Spend up to £1100 
instantly with a Coombe 
Products Ltd. Charge Card 
- Apply for details 


DUCTS LTD. 


Fax: (0730) 89434 1 
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SCOTLAND’s 


LEADING VIDEO CAMERA AND CAMCORDER RETAILER 


UK’s BEST PRICE 
ON CANON 


E50 


UP TO £300 
OFF SELECTED 
CAMCORDERS 


FALCON VIDEO 


Units 1 and 2, ASDA Shopping Centre, Dyce AB2 OLM 


ABERDEEN 


Tel: 0224 723476/770826 


Open 7 days. Mon-Fri9 am-8 pm Sat.9am-6pm Sun 11am - 5 pm 


SONY TR55 


WORLD’S ogreng ® CAMCORDER 
Auto Focus, 6X Zoom 
7 Lux for low hi recording, Digital Super- 
impose with 


'50-1/400 Shutter, 


VELBON 
Video Tripods 


ALL WITH FLUID HEADS 


SONY F380 


THE LATEST FROM THE 
SONY STABLE 


THE UPGRADED BUDGET 
MODEL WITH 8x ZOOM, 


At £799.99 


JVC GRS- ‘7 


orig: S-VHS-C FORM. 
oom, 3 mae. "Digital 


DER £1,000 
GOT TO BE GOOD VALUE 


CAMERA 
CENTRE 


259 STRAMONGATE 
KENDAL, CUMBRIA 
0539 720085 


JVC GRA1 


THE NEW VHS-C CAMERA 


6x Zoom Auto Focus, Great for 
the inner 


£699.99 


FREE 2x ie 
TELECONVERTER ju 
WORTH £60 


CANON E50 


Auto Focus, 8x Zoom, 7 Lux for Low Light 
Recording. Built-in Character Generator. 


GREAT 
VALUE 
at £699.99 


FOTOVIX Ill 


TRANSFER 35mm 
NEGS OR TRANS. 
TO VIDEO SIGNAL 


BUILT-IN ZOOM 
+ COLOUR CORRECTION 
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CANON E640 


AUTO FOCUS, 8x ZOOM, 7 
LUX, VARIABLE SHUTTER 
SPEED, BUILT-IN 
CHARACTER GENERATOR 
+ LOTS MORE 


£899.99 


FAIRDEAL LTD. 


76 WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET, LONDON E11 7QX. 


Telephone: 071-247 6029 
Business Hours: Monday to Friday 9.30 am - 6 pm Saturday 9.30 -1.30 


maxell. 


VHS VIDEO ital 
AGFA VHS VIDEO TAPES 
XK —-E1206X 210 205 VHS VIDEO TAPES X ETB EX ig is VIDEOTAPES 
ee og Be Se EBay | BB es 
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a Fi Sipe see E40 EF box of 10) = 299 me baplty nore 
E Esta (box of 10) io er ea 3 280 22 a pe 
i i Ey i ; ‘ 
E-300E0 50 5.10 £-120 SHG (box of 10) — 299 89 7.99 
£-240x2+E120 (10-hour E-180 299 290 7.9 7.9 
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Dol d ean ae ee, | Ue 
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£-210 EG oe Rad 
JVC VHS DUPLICATOR TAPE E-240 EG 3.65 375 = MC SE-C30 6.99 6.50 
t : £-240 EG (box of 10) — 3.99 SE-CASXG 79 7.75 
es _— & HI-FI(Made lates EOD hore gy ani one 385375 Maxell S90 699 650 
4 0 Bea ; : 
EQ0EH 288 e ao 4a) wack 19 1a 
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_ fete ‘as Panasonic » xs Se ve im as 
Hi-Fi —-E-180 Hi-Fi 2.85 2.75 E-180 EXG-PRO 5,99: 5:76 Fuji SE-30 699 6.50 
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NV E-60 each 225 2.20 fon ; ' 
K E-120 each 235 © 2.30 [| 
E-180 each 225 2.20 
onica ae, he wy 
WHS VIDED TAPES (Made in Japan) 3 me 28 VHS VIDEO TAPES 
£-30 175 F-240 each — 340 HO  E180HO 2.25 2.00 m m 
HG E120 HG each reer ys -240 HO 299 © 2.99 
Sead a ee E180 HG 345385 E210 HO 299 2.99 CAMCORDER TAPES 
Ebd thor of 40 pate: E180 HG (box of 10) — 31.9 £-210 HO (box of 10) — 750 
hy of 10) 199 195 HiFi F-120 ee 2.99 SHG  £-180 SHG 2.99 2.85 SONY  P5-60MP 4.99 4.75 
£120 (box of 10) ae E10 each — 399 £-240 SHG 345 3.35 votes (pack of 2) = “ 
F-180 2.10 2.05 a Hi-Fi £-120 SHG Hi-Fi _ 2.99 5 . 
E10 (box of 10) — 19.99 PHIL! E10 He HEA - 39 P5-90MP (pack of 2) 10.99 10.75 
£240 299 (295 £-180 SHG Hi-Fi (box of 10) 35.00 igh G P5-60MP 590575 
£-240 ny of 10) ae SXG E120 SxG 499 455 
240 (50 +) — 270 VHS VIDEO TAPES E-160 XG Rb on pet oe 
E10 gh ae — 299 Hg £-180 HG High Grade 225 2.20 bata) lt a ; hee 
TDK VHS VIDEO TAPES £240 HG 300 200 eo ae ta 
E120 "220 2.10 
H.Grade P5-90EHG 7.05 6.75 
E-- 22 SONY. (|VHSI® 
E-180HS 50 2.40 Maxwell P5-90MP 499 4.50 
® 
E-180HS (box of 10) en 2.oN Fuji P5-60MP 3993.99 
E-240HS 3% 3.05 VIDEO TAPES VIDEO TAPES 
E240HS fbx of 10) — 29 px E39 vas \ 1.99 1.90 Psonic NVEC-30 HG Weaie Hated i. = 
EHG = E-120 EH 98 2,89 E-30 DX (box of 10) — 18.50 NVEC-30 (box of 10) — 28,99 1K 19 
Baty (box of 10) = 2799 £-60 DX 22 © 210 5 3.99 3.75 Hi8 ES-0HE on 
E-180EH6 345 3.35 £-60 DX (box of 10) — 2050 NVEC-45 (box of 10) — 49 E5-90HE 300 
E 1B0EHG (box of 10 — 30.99 120 DX 225 2.20 FU _£C-30 SHG 29 © 2.99 
E-240EHG 425 4.15 E-120 DX (box of 10) — 20.50 Maxell EC-30 HGX 299 2.85 
ge £180 OX 502.40 ‘ ( 
oA EDO 35030 E180 DX (ox of 1) — 25 mK Caen 30 2.99 B 
E-180Hi-Fi 3.99 3.80 ey eee cc EHG (ak of 3) 89 878 
E-180HI-Fi (box of 10) pe.) fg Ae -30 HDX: 399 3: 
E-240HiF 499 475 Ben Di (eo 10) 29.99 jvc _EC-30 SHGN 325 2.99 VIDEOTAPES 
Fi HG E180 HG High Grade 3453.25 
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FAIRDEAL YOUR SPECIALIST VIDEO TAPE DEALER 


SORRY — NO MAIL ORDER — NO CREDIT CARDS 


LARGEST SELECTION OF AUDIO/VIDEO/CAMCORDER TAPES UNDER ONE ROOF 
THE BEST — VERY BEST — LOW — KEEN PRICES ON ALL BLANK TAPES 
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FROM THEM 


THE VIDEO 


1990 IS A MULTIPLE BEATLE 
ANNIVERSARY. IT’S 20 YEARS 
SINCE THEIR OFFICIAL SPLIT, 30 
SINCE THE QUARRYMEN SKIFFLE 
GROUP BECAME THE BEATLES, 50 
SINCE THE BIRTH OF JOHN AND 
RINGO AND TEN SINCE LENNON’S 
MURDER. GLENN MITCHELL FAST 
FORWARDS TO THE FAB FOUR 


Help! It’s the Fab Four from 1965. 


WHEN GRANADA TV filmed the 
Beatles at Liverpool’s Cavern Club 
in 1962, the result was considered 
technically unimpressive — but with 
the group’s unprecedented success 
this film took on enormous import- 
ance as the only visual record of 
them at this famous venue. In addi- 
tion, it was the first of numerous 
encounters with film, many of which 
are now available on video. 

A survivor among the pioneering 
Beatles on video issues is MGM/ 
UA’s Compleat Beatles (also re- 
leased on LaserVision disc, but now 
difficult to find), narrated by Malcolm 
McDowell and living up to its 
archaically-spelt title as a succinct 
guide to the group’s history. 


News film of the Fab Four’s earlier 
successes and of some later events 
are also widely available thanks to 
recent tape releases from Parkfield 
Pathé. 

Memorable television perform- 
ances include Picture Music Interna- 
tional’s compilation of the 1960s ITV 
series Ready, Steady, Go, plus a 
special edition clipped from the 1964 
show Around The Beatles. Retitled 
The Beatles Live, it runs only about 
20 minutes but contains undiluted 
Beatles music, including an other- 
wise unavailable rendition of the 
Isley Brothers’ Shout. Inexplicably, 
All You Need Is Love has been 
dubbed over the closing titles, a 
1967 song totally out of keeping with 
the show’s atmosphere of 1964 
Beatlemania. It’s a collector’s oddity. 

Beatlemania itself is splendidly 
captured in the high spirits of their 
first feature film, A Hard Day’s Night. 
Directed by Richard Lester in 1964, 
this breakthrough in rock cinema (or 
‘pop’, as it was endearingly called 
then) proved that such films could be 
more than excuses for filmed per- 
formances by bands (or ‘groups’, as 
they were then labelled) by con- 
structing a worthwhile comedy 
around the somewhat caricatured 
images of the four Beatles. 

Some time after its American 
video release, a UK edition of A 
Hard Day’s Night appeared from 
Vestron in 1984. The material 
seems to derive from an American 
NTSC master and is of adequate if 
unremarkable definition. A reissue 
print has been used and this has the 
additional prologue of stills backed 
by the song /’ll Cry Instead (bringing 
the song content in line with the US 
soundtrack album). 

Ringo Starr emerged from this 
experience as the most acclaimed 
natural actor of the four and became 
the central figure in their next fea- 
ture, Help! (1965). 

Again directed by Lester, this 
bizarre tale of an obscure sect’s 
interest in Ringo as a human sacri- 
fice lacked the semi-realism of its 
predecessor. And the abundance of 
first-rate comedy support, balanced 
so well in the first film, engulfed the 


TO YOU 


LEGACY OF 


THE BEATLES 


Beatles to the point where, in Len- 
non’s words, they felt like ‘guest 
stars in our own movie’. That said, 
it’s still an enjoyable piece of hokum 
and the UK tape from the Video 
Collection (once more issued long 
after its American counterpart) fol- 
lows the modern trend for remixed 
stereo soundtracks. 

By this time the pressures of fame 
and resultant insular existence had 
jaded the group. Touring was a 
particular chore, but a year before 
abandoning it in 1966, they were 
filmed in their historic concert at New 
York’s Shea Stadium. The Beatles 
At Shea Stadium, first shown on 
BBC TV early in 1966, with a repeat 
in 1979, has yet to receive official 
tape release in the UK although, 
along with other concerts (Washing- 
ton, Tokyo), sometimes surfaces in 
foreign copies. Look for them while 
abroad. 

As the Beatles progressed from 
stage act to a purely recording enti- 
ty, so their individual interests diver- 
sified. Harrison went to India (an 
interest reputedly inspired by a sitar 
player in Help!) and Lennon and 
McCartney to separate film projects. 

McCartney, whose interest in 
‘standards’ was shown by A Taste 
Of Honey on their first LP (and by 
Besame Mucho before that), com- 
posed the score for the Boultings’ 
The Family Way, available on tape 
from Warner. 

Lennon, meanwhile, was reunited 
with Lester for an acting rdle in How / 
Won The War. The part of soldier 
Gripweed brought Lennon the round 
glasses which were to end his self- 
consciousness about appearing There's plenty of video viewing 
bespectacled in public. instore for nostalgic Beatles fans. 

In 1967 their concentration on 
studio activity produced the classic 
album Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band, still often considered 
their best work. Interest in this > 
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stars and his sudden disappearance 
affected their future considerably. 

The Beatles’ first major project 
without Epstein was the TV movie 
Magical Mystery Tour, born out of 
their disappointment with Help!. 
Written and directed by the Beatles, 
its BBC1 screening on Boxing Day 
1967 (with a quick repeat on BBC2’s 
new colour service) drew critical 
reaction tantamount to slaughter. 

By its next British TV appearance, 
late in 1979, its blend of fantasy and 
silliness seemed more acceptable 
after a decade of Python-dominated 
absurdity and, true to form, a US 
tape release pre-dated the British by 
a significant period. Like its stable- 
mate, Help!, the recent UK tape from 
Video Collection International de- 
rives from an NTSC master but it 
survives well with colour-corrected 
images and new soundtrack. 

The next film had less to do with 
the Beatles than with their music. 
The hugely successful animated fe- 
ature Yellow Submarine, based on 
the 1966 song of the name, sees 
that famous vessel transporting the 


<4 peaked again in 1987 with the televi- 
sion documentary Sgt. Pepper: It 
Was Twenty Years Ago Today. 


THE SUMMER of Love in 1967 was 
to be soured by the death of Beatles’ 
manager Brian Epstein while the 
four were in Bangor studying medi- 
tation with the Maharishi. 

Epstein’s benign guidance had 
taken the Beatles from being scruffy 
unknowns to polished international 


THE BEA -ES 


Please Please Me 


THE BEATLES 


the BEATLES 


PAPERBACK WRITER 
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Beatles to Pepperland, a tranquil 
spot under siege by Blue Meanies. 
There are various Beatles’ songs on 
the soundtrack of this 1968 George 
Dunning film — four of them pre- 
miéred in the movie itself. Curiously, 
one of these, Hey Bulldog, was 
omitted from American prints and it’s 
this version we have from Warner. 

Complete prints seem hard to 
locate, as the Beeb discovered on its 
first screening of the film in the early 
’70s. Radio Times had promised the 
complete version and_ received 
enough complaints about its 
abridged copy for the missing song 
to be physically spliced back in for 
subsequent screenings. 

In all other respects, the tape is 
superb and is yet another with a new 
stereo soundtrack. Record collec- 
tors should keep an ear open for the 
minor difference between the mono 
and stereo versions of the title song, 
duplicated from disc. 

The Beatles were almost finished 
as a group by 1969 and these latter 
days are vividly recorded in the 
documentary Let /t Be. Released in 
1970 after some 18 months on the 
shelf, this remains the only key 
Beatles film unissued on UK video, 
although it is widely available in 
America. 

The activities of the four after their 
1970 break-up are documented 
variously on video. 

The tragic loss of John Lennon in 
1980 brought greater concentration 
on his work, with perhaps the most 
important issue being the 1988 
documentary /magine — John Len- 
non (Warner), prepared under the 
supervision of his widow Yoko Ono. 
Edited interviews enable Lennon to 


‘the Beatl 


‘come 
Somethingi™ 


narrate his own story, conveyed in 
stills, video and film (professional 
and amateur) in addition to the 
music. Also of interest is the similar- 
ly-titled Imagine — The Film (Picture 
Music International), the 1972 film 
made by the Lennons to accompany 
the previous year’s Imagine album 
plus other tracks. 

A 1975 US TV interview also 
came to us as John Lennon — A 
Legend from Select Video, with a 
subsequent reissue by Video Collec- 
tion. 

Lennon on stage is represented 
by the 1972 UNICEF ‘One-To-One’ 
concert as John Lennon Live In New 
York City (Picture Music Internation- 
al). 


THE BEATLEs 


Completists should also look for 
Warner’s Sweet Toronto which in- 
cludes Lennon's contribution to the 
1969 Toronto Rock ’n’ Roll Revival 
Festival, although this occupies little 
more than half of the 60-minute 
tape. 


PAUL McCARTNEY'’S post-Beatles 
career has been reasonably well 
covered. His triumphant 1976 Amer- 
ican tour with the group Wings, long 
commemorated in a triple album set, 
was captured visually in Wings: 
Rock Show, issued by Thorn EMI 
Video only months after the film’s 
1981 premiere. 

McGartney’s perhaps underrated 
1984 fantasy Give My Regards To 
Broad Street (with Ringo also in the 
cast) is available through CBS/Fox, 
while the McCartney-produced car- 
toon Rupert And The Frog Song 
proved a fast seller for Virgin. 

Recent McCartney profiles, both 
seen on BBC Television prior to 
video release, ate The Paul McCart- 
ney Special (Video Collection Inter- 
national/Music Club) and last year’s 
Put It There (MPL/Pickwick). 

George Harrison’s 1971 Concert 
For Bangladesh, out first from Thorn 
EMI, has also been reissued by 
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We love them, yeah, yeah, yeah... 


Weintraub via Warner. Ringo Starr’s 
presence in this, and with George in 
the 1987 Prince’s Trust concert (also 
on tape) reflects their continued 
association. They also feature 
among an all-star line-up in Water 
(1985), one of the HandMade pro- 
ductions on which Harrison has 
been executive producer. This and 
certain other HandMade titles have 
also recently transferred from Thorn 
EMI to Weintraub/Warner. 

Harrison’s association with the 
Python team manifests itself also in 
a small rdle in the celebrated Eric 
Idle/Neil Innes Beatles spoof The 
Rutles (Palace), while Ringo Starr 
as occasional actor may be traced 
through The Magic Christian (Holly- 
wood Nites), That'll) Be The Day 
(Warner), Caveman (Warner) and 
his 1985 American TV portrayal of 
the Mock Turtle in Alice In Wonder- 
land, again from Warner. 

Finally, Pickwick/Screen Legends 
have commemorated his recent suc- 
cess as the narrator of the Thomas 
The Tank Engine series, a children’s 
blockbuster. 

As we can see, the Beatles’ 
screen legacy is immense — all you 
need is tape! O 
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IN CAR SPECIALIST. HI-Fl — TV — VIDEO CENTRE ON 
EXPORT MODEL TV AND VIDEOS AT LOWEST PRICES CAMCORDERS 
RING US NOW. RING THE BEST — FIND US CHEAPER THAN THE REST TVs & VIDEOS 


MAIL ORDER 
NEAREST TUBE 
_ HOUNSLOW CENTRAL 


HOUNSLOW 


A uniquely flexible 
VIDEO PRODUCTION TOOLKIT 


VideoStudio 


EXCLUSIVE TO AMIGA. 500 + 2000 


VideoStudio's modular software approach provides twelve 
of the most commonly required video production utilities in 
one easy-to-use package. No previous computer experience 
is required. VideoStudio is supplied on two 3" floppy discs 
to run on your Amiga A500 or A2000. 


* May be used with, or without, a genlock. 

* 625-line PAL high-resolution INTERLACED output. 
* Wide repertoire of titling options. 

* 20 broadcast quality fonts. 

* Nine wipe patterns. Fades, scrolling. 

* Comprehensive suite of standard test signals. 

* Customisable Clock/Logo/Copyright screens. 

* Broadcast-style VTR startclock/frame display. 

* Selection of timefunctions (e.g. stopwatch etc). 

* We also supply Amiga Hardware & Genlocks. 


BEST PRICES IN TOWN 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


VIDEO RECORDERS “sues SONY 


CCDV900 EKIT 
am a CCDTRS55EK KIT .. 
a pepo caasive ae seat EVS1000 ......... 


TELEVISION 
FERGUSON 


C-52181EKT ..... 
AV-21F1EK ..... 
AV-5250EKT ..... 
a AV-25F1EKT ....... 
: AV-N28EKT......... 
SLV757 SONY 
CAMCORDERS inane 
KVM14T ......... 
FERGUSON KVM19T 
ore KVM2120S 
KVM2121S 
Jvc ch sonra pce KVX2121 ...... 
HRD 540EK ener KVX2192 osc 
HRD 580EK .. KVX2129 |... 
KVM2511S .... 
KVX2521 . 
KVX2532 . 
KVDX271T 


HRD 830EK ... GRS7O7EK . 3 
HRD 860EK ... . GRS99EK KVD2992 cscecsseotieliice 
HRD 960EK .. ac GFS1000EK..... PANASONIC 
PANASONIC PANASONIC X24]... 


Until now, many of these features have only been available 
on very expensive equipment. VideoStudio brings you the 
facilities that you need, at a price that you can afford. 
VideoStudio is exclusively written for the Amiga so that it can 
fully explore the specialised power of this remarkable com- 
puter in video applications. 

Hardware: 1Mb RAM and two disc drives is assumed. 


£98.00 available ex-stock from 


We will beat any advertised price on Amigas and Video Studio 
combinations. Our customer service is second to none. 


PROBE MARKETING LTD 


PROBE HOUSE 
BURNHAM ON CROUCH, ESSEX CMO 8HR aoe 


0621 783504 


Speci 
NVMS2B Sys 
SONY : 
GCODFZBO: a sicnsiaccictspecs Enquire. 


BSB1000 .. 


OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE 
FOR BEST PRICES PLEASE PHONE 


MAIL ORDER THROUGHOUT THE U.K. 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


PHONE 071-580 4632 + FAX 071-436 6512 


No. 3 Tottenham St 
London W1P 9PB 
(off Tottenham Court Road) 


(Nearest Tube Stn. Goodae St.) 


What Video September 1990 


AUTHORISED DEALER FOR ALL MAKES AND ALL UK _ STOCK 


HOT LINE 
081-673-3398 


South London’s Camcorder, Video & Hifi 


—_ Panasonic Camcorders (VHS) 
~~ NVMC20B WV ‘Solid Performer’ £ Phone New Model £ Phone 
Call using Access/Visa on 081-673 3398 or FAX your orders NVMC30B What Video ‘BEST BUY’ = £ Phone New Model NTSC Playback £ Phone 
through on 081-673 3068. Send cheques, postal orders to 132 NVMS90B Replacement for NVMS5S0B_ £ Phone New NICAM Model £ Phone 
i , London SW12. Please add £10 NVMI0B What Video ‘BEST BUY’ —£ Phone WV ‘Superb Editing Deck’ 
per item for Securicor delivery. All items from stock will be ~NVMS2B Replacement for NVMSIB__£ Phone What Video ‘BEST BUY" 
dispatched within 24 hours of the full payment being made 80B Portable Video 


(Please allow 3-4 days for cheques to clear). Sony Camcorders (8mm) Sony Video Recorders 


Successor to the CCDF335_— £ Phone - Single Speed VHS Deck £ Phone 
WV ‘Good Value’ £ Phone - Twin Speed VHS Deck £ Phone 
WV ‘Good Value for Money’ £ Phone SLV-40 PIP Video Digital Graphics £ Phone 
Mid Range 8mm Camcorder £ Phone - Hifi NICAM Model Pho 
WV ‘Astonishingly Compact £ Phone - Betamax Video Recorder 

WV ‘Superb Picture’ £ Phone 8mm PCM Stereo Deck 


JVC Camcorders (VHS) JVC Video Recorders 


Budget VHSC Camcorder —£ Phone Single Speed VHS Deck £ Phone 
2 Speed HiFi ‘C’ Camcorder £ Phone Twin Speed VHS Deck £ Phone 
SVHS C Camcorder Phone Single Speed with Trick Play £ Phone 
WV ‘Superb’ £ Phone Single Speed NICAM Deck £ Phone 


” aI WV ‘Brilliant Picture!’ £ Phone AKAI Video Recorders 
4 Access & Visa VS-515 Single Speed VHS Deck 
Welcome VS-765 Twin Speed VHS Deck 


VS-767 2 Speed with Universal R/C £ Phone 

ALL MAKES OF HIFI AND VIDEO ARE VS-967EK Single Speed NICAM Deck £ Phone 

AVAILABLE AT UNBEATABLE VS-75 What Video ‘BEST BUY’ £ Phone 
PRICES. PHONE NOW FOR A DEAL! VS-A77 What Video ‘BEST BUY" 


ye 
CN) . a 132 Balham High Road, 264 Lavender Hill 
yak Balham, London SW12 a London SWI1 
soe Telephone: 081-673 3398 es Tel: 071-228 3123 


E & E.O. Goods subject to availability. Prices subject to change. FAX: 081-673 3068 or 081-675 0048 


INSTITUTE OF VIDEOGRAPHY 
s\"75) PO BOX 774 

ERDINGTON 
‘x3 BIRMINGHAM B23 7L 
WELCOMES YOU TO OUR 


3RD ANNUAL CONVENTION 
& TRADE SHOW 


MOOLS AN TIV GNV SSNVW T1IV YOd Y31VSC G3ASIYOHLNV 
AUTHORISED DEALER FOR ALL MAKES AND ALL UK STOCK 


CONVENTION WITH A 
TRIP TO THE MOTOR 
SHOW AT THE NEC 


10 am - 6 pm Adults £2.50 OAPs/Children £1.50 


OVER 50 STANDS, MORE THAN 30 EXHIBITORS IN 3 HALLS — COME AND SEE THE VERY 
LATEST IN VIDEO EQUIPMENT — VCRs, CAMCORDERS, LARGE SCREEN TVs, EDITING 
GEAR, CAMCORDER ACCESSORIES, SEMI-PRO & FULL BROADCAST EQUIPMENT — ALL ON 
SHOW + EXPERT ADVICE, SEMINARS & LOADS TO BUY AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 


Manufacturers/Accessory Companies — Do you wish to exhibit? 


Now in its 3rd year, the convention attracts a quality audience of video enthusiasts — an ideal market 
place for your products — For further details contact K. Potter, Convention Organiser, 446 Burnley 
Road, Accrington, Lancs. Tel. 0254 386659. 
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‘WHEN IN Rome... do your 
neighbours’ appears to be the 
new maxim in Italy, where an 
extraordinary succession of 
events, even for the sheer jaw- 
dropping poverty of Italian TV, 
recently unfolded. 

If you thought Police Five, The 
Cook Report and Crimewatch 
were about as low as TV could 
go in pandering to society’s cur- 
tain-twisters, think again. 

Italia One conceived, for its 
viewers’ edification and enlight- 
enment, The Voice Of Consci- 
ence, for which the show’s pro- 
ducers invited good citizens to 
report any misdemeanours, 
from tax fiddles, marital infideli- 
ties, or even swiping too many 
pencils from the office. 

At first announced as a series, 
the network then said it would be 
a one-off special. But it certainly 
wasn’t due to lack of material. 

It was later proclaimed, on the 
eve of transmission, the whole 
programme had been a joke. 

Claiming the entire enterprise 
an elaborate hoax, the slot was 
taken up with a debate on the 
ethics involved. Unfortunately, 
the bottom end of the TV indus- 
try being what it is, one can’t 
help wondering whether the tab- 
loid TV producers are telling the 
truth this time. Especially as the 
producers defended the amount 
of correspondence their initial 
request for informers provoked 
by saying they were pleased to 
see ‘Italians were indignant 
about their neighbours’ and 
‘wanted to actively participate’ in 
their show! 


0OO0OOOOO 


IF YOU see thirteen episodes of 
an Australian drama series cal- 
led Rescue on the BBC in the 
near future, it’s not necessarily 
because anybody thought the 
series was good. It’s because 
Australian broadcaster ABC 
threatened to stop buying in so 
many BBC series if the Beeb 
didn’t even the balance. 

Upset all the co-production 
deals between the BBC and 
ABC seemed to be going one 
way, ABC executive Paddy Con- 
roy told trade paper Variety ‘| 
said to them, it’s about bloody 
time you blokes came to the 
party!’ 

The result of this exchange is 
that Australians will continue to 
see BBC productions on ABC, 
while the BBC’s licence payers 
have forked out over two million 
dollars to see Rescue. | guess 


we'd better hope it’s worth 
watching... 
aa aaaaad 


WHEN 50,000 people marched 
to London to protest against the 
poll tax last March, terrestrial 
and satellite TV news was filled 


with dynamic footage of the 250 
(organiser’s figures) or 3,000 
(police figures) who irrespons- 
ibly marrred the demonstration 
with acts of needless violence, 
theft and destruction. 

There was little sign of the 
47,000 or more who turned out 
to make their point peacefully, 
unless of course, you happened 
to tune into Astra’s Dutch chan- 
nel RTL-V the same night, which 
ran lengthy coverage of res- 
trained, quiet, lawful protest with 
equal enthusiasm. 

One has to wonder how much 
coverage the event would have 
had in the UK if there had been 
no violence or disruption in Lon- 
don that day — a tail-end men- 
tion after the sport perhaps? 

Neither the BBC nor Sky (I 
missed ITV) ran a single frame 
of the peaceful processions that 
RTL-V showed at length. 

Regrettably and infuriatingly, 
it seems that to make your point 
to UK media you really do have 
to throw bricks to get airtime. 


aaa bhbbad 


A PECULIAR new trend mani- 
fests itself in America, where 
TV’s already symbiotic relation- 
ship with that other 20th century 
pop culture art form, the comic 
book, deepens even more. 

Apparently, the latest fashion 
in TV-related comics is to have 
the actors moonlight as writers 
— no doubt getting away with all 
the indulgences the TV series’ 
writers never afforded their char- 
acters! 

Billy Mumy, the now-grown 


-youngster from Lost In Space 


has been writing Marvel Comics’ 
Comet Man character for some 
time. Now George Takei, Star 
Trek's Mr Sulu, is writing a spe- 
cial Sulu-dominated episode of 
DC’s Star Trek title. Meanwhile, 
John De Lancie, who portrays 
recurring villain Q in Star Trek — 
The Next Generation, will be 
writing for that series’ comic- 
strip incarnation (and yes, the 
story features Q). 

Clearly not wanting to be left 
out, TV’s Green Hornet, Van 
Williams, is bashing out two 
issues of a Green Hornet comic, 
and in the UK, Doctor Who script 
editor Andrew Cartmel will while 
away the inordinately long time 
between series by penning a 
Doctor Who saga for British 
Marvel. 

Perhaps it’s time for this col- 
umnist to own up to his shady 
past — not just writing The 
A-Team strip for TV Comic 
many years ago, but thoroughly 
enjoying it, too! 


000000000 


SPENDING A day watching edi- 
tions of Worldwide Int. Televi- 
sion’s Kids’ Court being filmed 


for BSB recently, turned out to 
be an amusing and enlightening 
experience, particularly when it 
came time to tape the ‘fair or 
unfair’ sequences that make up 
the closing scenes. 

The kids in the audience 
shout out cries of ‘homework’ 
and ‘destroying the ozone layer’ 
and then everybody gets to 
shout ‘unfair!’ at the top of their 
voices (well, you’d enjoy it if you 
were a kid). 

Cries of ‘animal experiments!’ 
and ‘big sisters!’ were being 
greeted by rousing howls of dis- 
approval when suddenly pro- 
ceedings ground to a halt. A little 
black girl stood up and shouted 
‘apartheid!’ Deathly silence. The 
host briefly explained — ‘discri- 
minating against colour!’. Reas- 
suringly the cry went up — 
‘unfair!’ 


099900900 


On a lighter note, another 
youngster brought things to a 
standstill with a superb sugges- 
tion for condemnation. ‘Homicid- 
al bishops!’ he roared. 

After a brief period of puzzle- 
ment, it was decided he meant 
‘homosexual’. Now we all know 
what his mum and dad talked 
about at the breakfast table. 
Aren’t kids wonderful? O 
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Poll tax violence — big on British TV, but is it 
a fair picture? 


BROADCAST 
NEWS 


JON ABBOTT CONSIDERS A NEW 
TWIST IN ITALIAN TV AND 


QUESTIONS THE MORALITY OF 
BRITISH NEWS COVERAGE 


On the set of BSB’s Kids’ Court all human life 


PANASONIC VIDEO 


PANASONIC VHS CAMCORDERS 
NVMC20B Budget VHSC Camcorder 


W.V. 
SPHONE NVMC30B W.V. Best Buy 


NVJ30B Single Speed Video 
NVJ35B __-W.V. Best Buy 
NVF65B —_Nicam Video 
NVF70B Twin Speed Nicam Video £PHONE 


NVMIOB W.V. Best Buy 
NVMS2B Successor to the NVMS1B 
NVMS90B Successor to the NVMSSOB £PHONE 
SONY 8mm CAMCORDERS 


NVFS100B 8VHS Editing Deck £PHONE Lf 
NV180B ‘Portable VHS Recorder £PHONE , 


SONY VIDEO 


Budget Video 

Twin Speed Video 

SLV-474_ Twin Speed with PIP 

SLV-757_ NICAM HiFi Video, PIP £PHONE 
EV-S1000 Hi8 Video Editing Deck. £PHONE 


MITSUBISHI VIDEO 


HS-B12 Budget Video Recorder £PHONE N hniee 
HS-B27 \ Meee 
HS-B32 £PHONE NX 


Super-VHS 
for 


Tomorrow 
Panasonic 


AKAI VIDEO 


Budget Video Recorder 
W.V. Good Mid aa 


CCDF380 W.V. Generous Spec 
CCDF250 W.V. Good Value 


SLV-270 
SLV-373 


CCDTRS55 World’s Smallest Camcorder .... PHONE 
CCDV900 Hi8 Camcorder 
JVC VHS CAMCORDERS 
GR-A1 Budget VHSC Camcorder 


GR-60E VHS-C Camcorder 


GR-S707 W.V. Best Buy 
GF-S1000HE Full Size SVHS 
MITSUBISHI VHS CAMCORDER 


SONY 
GV9E 4” Watchman 


ACCESS AND PANASONIC TELEVISION 


VISA CARDS 
VS-425 


VS-F15 
VS-F30 
VS-865EK Budget NICAM Video... 
VS-A77__ Nicam Video - Best Buy 


JVC VIDEO 


Budget Video Recorder 
New Mid Range Video... 
Twin Speed Video 

Twin Speed-Trick Play ... 
Budget NICAM Video... 


MAIL ORDER 
£PHONE We have a fast and 


ari reliable Mail Order 


£PHONE Service using 
£PHONE Securicor. 


TX28A1 66cm Prism NICAM TV 
TX28W1 66cm Prism NICAM TV 
TX33A1 78cm Prism NICAM PIP 


HRDS40 
HRDS80 
HRD610 
HRD660 
HRD830 


AUTHORISED DEALERS for:- 
Akai — Canon — JVC — Mitsubishi 
— Panasonic — Sony — Technics. 
All good supplied by us are fully 
Guaranteed for 12 months from 
data of purchase, backed by the 
Manufacturer’s own Warranty. 


70 BALLARDS LANE, FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON N3 2BU. 
TEL: (081) 349-4242 or (081) 349-2430 FAX: (081) 349-0551 


E. & O.E. Goods subject to availability. Prices subject to change. 


KVX 2532 59cm NICAM T/Text TV 
KVDX271T 64cm NICAM T/Text 
KVD2912 68cm NICAM T/Text 
KVE2912 68cm NICAM T/Text 
KVD3412 80cm NICAM T/Text 
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REVOLUTION IN Romania? 
Chicken feed. The Berlin Wall comes 
tumbling down. Mere historical 
inconsequence. Democratic election 
throughout the erstwhile Soviet bloc. 
Think nothing of it. 

Real perestroika is measured in 
much smaller quantities. Hard ‘N’ 
Heavy is the first music video 
magazine to be released in the Soviet 
Union. And it’s not your usual 
McCartney Back In The USSR stuff 
either. 

This is the hard stuff. Already 
released in 36 countries, Hard ‘N’ 
Heavy is now hitting the shop(s) in 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Rock 
‘n’ Rollers. Groovy, da? 

Of course, you don’t have to go 
East young man to pick up music vid 
mags. BMG Video has just released 
the first editions of a bi-monthly 
triumvirate, Metalhead, Slammin’ 
Rap and Dance International (£9.99 
each). 

Metalhead features interviews with 
Alice Cooper and Kiss, Anthrax live, 
an Aerosmith recording session and 
Lita Ford shopping for sexy lingerie. 

Slammin’ Rap (‘for serious rap 
fans’ — surprisingly enough) has Ice 
T showing us his house, and Salt 'n’ 
Pepa and other rapping dignitaries 
showing their faces. 

Finally, we have Black Box, Guru 
Josh and Snap live, sundry interviews 
and the opening of a new Spanish 
club in Dance International. 

Fine, all good stuff. After all, as 
one bod from BMG says: ‘This is the 
age of video literacy.’ But there's 
one thing | want to know. Where's 
the mod video magazine? 

RCA Columbia has reissued 20 of 
its feature films with subtitles for the 
hard of hearing, under the generic 
title of Hard-of-Hearing Family 
Favourites. Ghostbusters Il and See 
No Evil, Hear No Evil, have already 
proved subtitled successes. The full 
list is: Hope And Glory, The Last 
Emperor, Platoon, Red Heat, No Way 
Out, Suspect, Jagged Edge, Conan 
The Destroyer, Fright Night, Critters, 
Willow, Ghostbusters, The Karate 
Kid, Annie, The New Adventures of 
Pippi Longstocking, My Stepmother 
Is An Alien, Vice Versa, Roxanne, 
Blind Date, and Tootsie. 

PS, still waiting for tidal wave 
World Cup vids? Special pull-out 
supplement next month. (Just joking.) 

Those of us with a fixation for 
times gone by, will be glad to see 
Bleep And Booster have made it 
onto tape. 


TAPES TO BUY 


MUSIC 


David Bowie — Glass Spider 
(£9.99) Video Collection 

The man with a thousand images, 
takes an identity out of his cupboard 
for a reissue of both volumes of the 
Glass Spider tour in one package. 


The Best Of Elvis Collection: Gl 
Blues/King Creole/Blue Hawaii/ 
Paradise Hawaiian Style/ 
RoustaboutGirls! Girls! Girls!/Fun 
In Acapulco (£9.99 each) 
Braveworld 

The King gyrates his way through a 
selection of celluloid offerings. Gi/ 
Blues gives us Heartbreak Hotel and 
Blue Suede Shoes. 


Bad English (£7.99) Epic 

US Supergroup with a heavy tinge (it 
boasts ex members of Santana, 
Journey and The Babies) warble US 
number one When | See You Smile, 
Forget Me Not and other tracks from 
their debut LP. 


The Catherine Wheel (£74.99) 
Castle Hendring 

David Byrne wrote the score for this 
piece of New York avant-garde 
dance. The FT said this video 
demands to be seen. I’m not so sure. 


Alice Cooper Trashes The World 
(£12.99) Epic 

From School's Out to Poison, the 
aged rocker prances around the 
NEC on his recent UK tour. You'd 
think he was getting a bit old for all 
this now. But if the Stones can still do 
tis 


Del Amitri — Waking Hours 
(£9.99) Channel 5 

Mini-video from Glaswegian 
popsters, featuring Top 20 hit, 
Nothing Ever Happens. 


The Essential Pavarotti (£9.99) 
Channel 5 

The World Cup has certainly done 
wonders for the hefty Italian tenor. 
Includes Nessun Dorma (of course). 
That was the BBC World Cup theme, 
plebs! 


Frank, Liza and Sammy — The 
Ultimate Event (£9.99) Video 
Collection 

Re-release in stereo of the (now 
sadly without Mr Davis) rat pack '89 
Royal Albert Hall concert. Senor 
Sinatra's recent Docklands concert 
had unsold tickets because it clashed 
with the World Cup. Buy this 
instead. 


Bob Geldof And The Boomtown 
Rats (£9.99) Castle Hendring 

Long before he was canonised, Bob 
Geldof was in a rock group playing 
the Hammersmith Odeon in 1978. 


The Grateful Dead Movie (£9.99) 
Castle Hendring 

Filmed in 1976, this concert video 
also features animated versions of 
the band’s album covers. Someone 
once assured me that the Grateful 
Dead’s rhythm guitar always comes 
out of the left speaker. Wonder if it’s 
true? 


Jimi Hendrix — Rainbow Bridge 
(£9.99) Castle Hendring 

An early 70s cinema release and a 
veritable cult movie featuring the 
likes of Purple Haze and Hear My 
Train Coming. Prince will be the first 
in the queue at Woolies. 


Joe Jackson — Live In Tokyo 
(£9.99) Channel 5 

Jazz-influenced Englishman takes a 
trip to the Orient and turns into 
Tokyo Joe. 


The Other Side of Nashville (£9.99) 
Channel 5 

| dislike country. Still, Carl Perkins, 
Emmylou Harris et al prove I'm in a 
minority. Documentary. 


Police Synchronicity/Every Breath 
You Take (£9.99 each) Channel 5 
Classic tracks from bygone years. 
You know you're getting old when 
this qualifies as nostalgia. 


Prince’s Trust 1989 Rock Gala 
(£9.99) Castle Hendring 

Level 42, Mica Paris and Nigel 
Kennedy playing the Four Seasons 
(again) rock for the under-privileged 
while Charlie has difficulty finding his 
natural rhythm. 


Ringo Starr and his All Starr Band 
(£9.99) Video Collection 

The man who thought he’d be in the 
Beatles for five years and then open 

a hairdresser’s performs his greatest 
hits with a little help from his friends. 

Nice songs, shame about the pun. 


Then And Now (£9.99) Channel 5 
Yoko Ono gives in-depth interviews 
about life with and after John Lennon. 
A few Lennon songs too. 


Tina Turner Live — Nice And 
Rough (£5.99) Video Collection 
Songs from the singing legs. 
Compilation of concert footage from 
La Turner’s last tour. 


COMEDY 


Laughter With Des O’Connor/The 
Freddie Starr Comedy Express 
(£9.99) Video Collection 

You either love or hate them both, 
there's no half measures. Highlights 
from Des’s chat show, featuring 
Tarby, Cliff, Dudley Moore and 
others — but no Stan Boardman; 
while the irrepressible Starr takes off 
Max Wall, Elvis and eats sundry 
hamsters. 


Short Circuit 2 (£9.99) Parkfield 
Lovable robot Jonny Five goes to 
New York and gets overwhelmed by 
big city life. He just a naive yokel 
robot, you see. 


Trev And Simon’s Stupid Video 
(£9.99) Watershed 

The duo's best moments from 
Saturday morning's Going Live. 
There’s swing your pants, and er, 
swing your pants and, erm, aah... 


Baywatch — Panic At Malibu Pier 
(£9.99) Video Collection 

Pilot for the successful TV show. 
Shallow stuff but educational 
nonetheless: did you know that 
lifeguards have the rank of 
lieutenant in the States? 


Beyond A Reasonable Doubt/While 
The City Sleeps (£7.99 each) 
Odyssey 

Two films directed by Fritz Lang. 
Beyond, the last film he made in 
Hollywood, in 1956, explores the 
fallibility of the US legal system with 
Dana Andrews. While The City 
Sleeps (1956) is an exposé of the 
cut-throat news industry. Nothing like 
What Video of course. Also stars 
Dana Andrews, with Vincent Price. 
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MOVIES 
ON TAPE 


IAN MACQUILLIN LOOKS AT THE 
LATEST RELEASES ON TAPE FOR 
SALE AND RENTAL. THIS MONTH 
HE GETS ACQUAINTED WITH 
PAVAROTTI, UNCLE BULGARIA 
AND A SUN-DRENCHED SHIRLEY 
VALENTINE 


Lock yourself in with Sly. 


—— SYLVESTER —— 


| 
} 
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i 
i 
/ 


4 The First Of The Few (£7.99) 


Odyssey 

For the three people in the UK who 
don't know, this year is the 50th 
anniversary of the Battle of Britain. 
To commemorate, David Niven and 
Leslie Howard star in the story of RJ 
Mitchell, the inventor of the 
Supermarine Spitfire. Just think, if he 
hadn't, German air gunners could 
never have exclaimed ‘Achtung 
Spitfuer!’ in countless boys’ comics. 


Hollywood Police Story Collection 
— Kiss Me, Kill Me/Confessions 
Of A Lady Cop/Broken Badge/Man 
On A String/Stigma (£9.99 each) 
Parkfield 

Bunch of 70s American cop films. 
Confessions Of A Lady Cop (Karen 
Black) isn’t what it sounds. 


Hester of he Meeps Fits Lng, explores the US legal sem Beyond A 


In The Shadow Of The Night 
(£9.99) Castle Hendring 

Canadian effort, wherein a 
charismatic womaniser returns to his 
village after five years and arouses 
deep passions in the conformist 
Protestant community. 


London’s Burning (£9.99) Video 
Collection 

ITV's excellent pilot film to the 
equally excellent series set in a South 
London fire station. 


The People Across The Lake 
(£9.99) Parkfield 

When a family gives up city life for a 
lakeside rural existence, a body floats 
to the lake's surface and the country 
suddenly isn’t all it promised to be. 


Poirot — Peril At End House 
(£9.99) Video Collection 

The Belgian detective everyone 
thinks is French gets to grips with a 
Cornish murder. 


Private Investigations (£9.99) 
Channel 5 

Hitchcockian thriller with an architect 
getting involved with bent coppers. 
Bananarama and Tears For Fears 
crop up on the soundtrack. 


Proud Men (£9.99) Video Collection 
Yet another Vietnam tale. Peter 
Strauss, decorated for bravery and 
deserted in Asia, finds that his father 
(Charlton Heston) and neighbours 
regard him as a traitor. 


Scoop (£9.99) Video Collection 

TV adaptation of an Evelyn Waugh 
novel about a turn of the century 
science writer turned Boer War 
correspondent. Denholm Elliot's in 
it. But then he's in. a lot of things. 


ACTION 


Hawk The Slayer (£9.99) Channel 5 
One for the Dungeons and Dragons 
fraternity. Jack Palance and Roy 
Kinnear battle it out in Middle Earth, 
or somewhere. 


Iron Angels (£9.99) Parkfield 
Charlie's Angels with knobs on. 
Three martial-arts trained beauties 
take on heroin traffickers in 
Thailand. 


LA Bounty (£9.99) Parktield 
Modern day bounty-hunting liberally 
spiced with revenge. The ay 
hunter's partner was murdered by 
the kidnapper he’s now hunting, But 
you probably guessed that. 


Thunderbirds (£9.99) Channel 5 


Two marionette classics. The 


are Assignment sees one of 

ady Penelope's old chums get 
conned out of a fortune, while Attack 
Of The Alligators is the classic with 
the baby alligators and mode! 
buildings, 


HORROR 


Brothers In Arms (£9.99) Parkfield 
Two brothers set off on a journey 
through the Rockies and make some 
terrifying discoveries. 
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David Niven and Leslie Howard — still 
hattling for Britain in The First Of The Few. 


Darkroom (£9.99) Parkfield 

A warped photographer kills his 
victims and then photographs them. 
When a girl arrives at her homestead 
farm, her family begin disappearing. 


Queen Of Evil (£9.99) Parkfield 
Never accept an invitation for a 
weekend at fantasy writer Edmund 
Blackstone’s. He plays hide and 
slaughter with his guests and the 
Queen of the title. 


Geoff Boycott’s Greatest England 
Team (£9.99) Video Collection 

Sir Geoffrey picks the best England 
team since 1964 — interestingly, the 
year in which Mr Boycott made his 
England debut. Wonder who will 
open the batting? 


Doug de Witt versus Nigel Benn 
(£9.99) Castle Hendring 

Nigel Benn became Britain's first 
world middleweight champion when 
he beat American de Witt in Atlantic 
City in April. This is the full story. 


Crystal Palace v Manchester 
United. The Official FA Cup Video 
-— The 1990 Final/Manchester 
United — The Road To Wembley 
(£9.99 each) BBC 

The 3-3 final plus highlights of the 
replay, where the Palace fairy story 
ended in the 60th minute, are 
covered in this three-hour video. 


Jacklin Vols 2 (The Long Game) 
and 3 (The Short Game/Nicklaus — 
Golf My Way (£9.99) Video 
Collection 

Europe's Ryder Cup captain with 
some helpful tips for young golfers 
anxious to keep the trophy this side 
of the Atlantic. Jack Nicklaus has 
other ideas. 


SPECIAL INTEREST 


Al Capone — Chicago’s Scarface 
(£9.99) Channel 5 

Documentary with rare archive 
footage. People who think the Krays 
were bad should see how gangland 
warfare is really waged. 


The Champagne Years — 1940/ 
1950/1965/1969 (£9.99 each) Video 
Gems 

Nostalgic look at four key years of 
the twentieth century: Beatlemania, 
Korean War, Cassius Clay, Neil 
Armstrong, the declaration of war with 
Germany . . . hang on, wasn't that in 
1939? Not according to the press 
release. 


Harry Secombe’s Highway Of 
Songs (£9.99) Video Gems 

The erstwhile Neddy Seagoon 
warbles from the nation’s best 
churches in far more serious vein 
than his Goon incarnation. 


The Queen Mother: A Life In Our 
Times/Royalty And Fashion: A 
Guide To Style And Elegance/ 
Diana: The Making Of A Princess 
(£9.99) Video Collection 

Sir Alastair (creep, creep) Burnett 
(crawl, crawl) on the nation’s 
favourite grandmother. Style and 
Elegance from Fergie? Monarchists 
get out your chequebook. 
Republicans PTO. 


Flexercise With Suzanne Dando 
(£9.99) Video Collection 
Alternatively, put your feet up in front 
of a horror film with a lager and a 
plate of chips. 


Rain Forest — The Amazing World 
Within (£9.99) Video Collection 
With the public’s heightened 
ecological awareness, these types of 
videos are not the dead ducks they 
might have seemed a couple of 
years ago. However, the forests in 
question are Australian, not 
Brazilian, and not in immediate 
danger. But there's a wealth of 
wildlife lurking therein. 


CHILDREN’S 


Bleep And Booster (£9.99) 
Watershed 

This will bring back a few memories. 
Cartoon space travellers B&B used 
to appear in short extracts in Blue 
Peter in the '60s. Now looking 
dated, but not so dated that they 
won't enthral another generation of 
kids. SuperTed? Pah! 


Gordon The Gopher/The Racoons/ 
Children’s Holiday Favourites/ 
More Children’s Holiday Favourites 
(£7.99 each) Video Collection 
Gordon T Gopher continues that 
great theatrical tradition — after 
Sooty, Sweep and Sue and Basil 
Brush — of glove puppets who can 
truly claim superstar status. 


Summer Fun And Sports/Wiki 
Waki Sports/Have Picnic Basket 
Will Travel (£9.99 each) Hanna- 
Barbera 

Three vids with various permutations 
of HB’s best-loved cartoon 
characters. 


Vicky The Viking/Alice’s 
Adventures In Wonderland (£7.99 
each) Video Collection 

Animated tale of chieftain’s son 
Vicky. None of the other Vikings want 
him on their pillaging trips. Well, 
would you trust a Viking called Vicky? 
And two more episodes of the girl 
down the rabbit hole. 


Wombling Free — The Movie 
(£9.99) MIA 

Who really were the first Greens? Of 
course, the Wombles. And the 
ecological upsurge has given a boost 
to Uncle Bulgaria’s repeat fees and 
royalties too. Free audio cassette with 
each purchase. 


TAPES TO RENT 


COMEDY 


Back To The Future Part Il (PG) 
Adventure Castle 

Two likely lads go time travelling in 
telephone box (shades of Dr you- 
know-who) and all to get good grades 
in their homework. 


Earth Girls Are Easy (PG) MGM/ 
|A 


Really? I’ve never noticed. Sci-fi 
hocus pocus with Jeff Goldblum and 
real-life wife Geena Davis. 


Little Monsters (15) Vestron 
Beneath nine-year old Eric 
Stevenson's bed lives a monster 
called Maurice, who shows Eric and 
his brother the secret world beneath 
all childen’s beds. Next time your kids 
swear there are monsters under the 
bed, believe them. 


Monster High (18) RCA/Columbia 
High school campus is visited by 
intergalactic terrorists, student 
zombies, a killer plant, a stone 
gargoyle, and some French 
exchange students. Terrorists, 
gargoyles, Venus flytraps and 
zombies | can handle... 


Parenthood (PG) Warner 
Engaging comedy with Steve Martin 
and Mary Steenburgen rewriting the 
childcare manuals. 


See You In The Morning (15) Guild 
Home Video 

Latter-day screwball comedy with Jeff 
Bridges and Farrah Fawcett getting 
themselves involved in love triangles, 
rectangles and pentagons. 


Shirley Valentine (15) C/C 
Typically well observed Willy Russell 
vehicle for Pauline Collins to opine 
on the male genus, researching 
British and Greek species. With Tom 
Conti as a convincing Greek. (Really? 
— Ed.) 


Dakota (U) RCA/Columbia 

Biker travels to Texas, gets into jail, 
gets bailed out, builds up new life, 
comes face to face with a past he’s 
trying to forget. 


The Delinquents (15) Warner 
Kylie Minogue's acting debut (which 
isn’t too bad really) as a teenager 


Sew 
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encountering the generation gap in 
50s Australia. 


Far North (15) Vestron 

Jessica Lange returns to her 
birthplace when her father is injured, 
only to incur the wrath of the women 
in the village. 


Fighting Justice (15) 20:20 Vision 
Crusading lawyer turned cynic, 
James Woods, defends a young 
Korean on a murder charge. But 
there are people who are 
determined to put the Korean away. 
For them, lawyers are an 
irrelevance. 


Great Balls Of Fire (15) Virgin Vision 
Dennis Quaid as Jerry Lee Lewis 

and the scandal he engenders when 
he marries his 13-year-old cousin. 


Fhe F inet Fone 


SAM SHEPARD 


CAMCORDERS 
WASHED 


PANASONIC M10, MC20, 
MS50 etc. £SPECIAL 


SATELLITE 


Gi psHen: 


PANASONIC TUS100 
£449 FITTED 
UNIDEN 7007 MOTORISED 
£999 FITTED 


VIDEO’S 
SisHen: 


PANASONIC J30, J35, F70, 
F65, FS100 £PHONE 


49 MESNES ST, WIGAN 
MAIL ORDER 
TEL: 0942 44696 
EN FAX: 0942 821895 


<@| Ladder Of Swords (15) Odyssey 


She can see the killer's face 
She knows the victim's name 
The only thing she doesn't know 


is when the murder will take place 


Martin Shaw is an armed robber 
turned circus performer. The last 
thing he wants is his sexually 
unfulfilled spouse exposing her 
breasts to a passing police inspector. 


Lock Up (18) Guild Home Video 
Sylvester Stallone once escaped from 
the prison where Donald Sutherland 
was governor. Now, with six months 
until his release, Sutherland has 
Stallone transferred to his new jail, 
with one aim: to make life not nice 
for him at all. Shot on location at East 
Jersey State Prison. 


Manhunt: Search For The Night 
Stalker (15) Braveworld 

Fact-based story of the hunt for a 
Californian serial killer, who, like most 
serial killers, was a bit of a 
psychopath. 


Talk Radio (18) CBS/Fox 
Outspoken radio phone-in host 
noted for speaking his mind, speaks 
his mind a little too much and 
receives some nasty neo-Nazi 
threats. James Whale take note. 


Two Moon Junction (178) CBS/Fox 
‘An intense film of high class erotica.’ 
Do you require any further plot 
information? 


ACTION 


Aftershock (15) Medusa 

It's the future and earth is a dying 
planet ruled by a few tyrannical 
leaders. (So what else is new?) 
Then a mysterious and beautiful alien 
appears with the key to earth’s 
salvation. 


Casualties Of War (178) RCA/ 
Columbia 

The unlikely pairing of Michael J Fox 
and Sean Penn. Sergeant Penn 
saves new recruit Fox's life in 
Vietnam. But when Penn 
perpetrates a war crime, the two 
become locked in a battle of 
conscience. 


Cop (18) Guild 
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Black Rainbow and Manhunt will 
play murder with your nerves. 


Two law enforcement officers, who 
hate each other intensely, have to 
make it up to thwart a team of 
ruthless terrorists. Plot device no. 
46%. 


Leathernecks (18) VPD 

US marines in Vietnam. It's worth the 
Yanks getting involved in another 
war, just to give us some fresh movie 
topics. 


Roadhouse (18) Warner 

Patrick Swayze is a prize fighter with 
a degree in philosophy. | break 
noses therefore | am? 


Society (18) Medusa 

A young college kid is suspicious of 
the high society in which his family 
moves, almost to the point of 
paranoia. If you don’t conform, bad 
things will happen. And of course 
they do, in the form of acclaimed 
special effects. 


Troma’s War (18) Virgin Vision 

A bunch of American tourists crash 
on a Caribbean island, discover a 
terrorist plot to invade (yes, invade) 
the United States, and have to 
defeat it themselves. Lavish battle 
sequencies ensue. Should tell you 
something about the American 
psyche. 


Black Rainbow (18) Palace Video 
Rosanna Arquette can see the future. 
She sees all manner of 
assasinations and, unfortunately for 
her, the assassin’s face. Assassins 
prefer anonymity. 


The House Of Usher (78) Castle 
Pictures 

Based on the Edgar Allan Poe 
classic, Oliver Reed and Donald 
Pleasence star as insular 
Englishmen with a hereditary 
disease, generally spoiling their 
American relative’s first trip to 
England. 


Never Cry Devil (78) (Medusa) 
Billy Liar with a difference. Local 
wise-guy and accomplished porky 
pie-er witnesses ritualise murder, 
demons and Satanism, but nobody 
believes him. Hardly surprising 
really. 


Shocker (18) Guild Home Video 
Wes Craven's eloquent statement 
about the ineffectiveness of the death 
penalty. A psychopathic killer gets 
sizzled in the electric chair, only to be 
turned into an evil supernatural 
bodysnatcher. If only they’d sent him 
to Strangeways. 


SONY PANASONIC AKAI AIWA FERGUSON HITACHI JVC NATIONAL 
WAIT BEFORE YOU BUY! NO ONE BEATS US 


WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE ADVERTISED PRICE! 


A ®& CALL COULD SAVE YOU MONEY AND VALUABLE TIME 
LEADING VIDEO, TV AND HI-FI DEALERS 


EXPORT AND TRADE ENQUIRIES MOST WELCOME SLAC 
FULL MAIL ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE 
VIDEO RECORDERS TELEVISIONS EXPORT VIDEOS EXPORT TELEVISIONS 
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AKAI 

AKAI VSFI5EK ....... : 
AKAI VSFS0EK ............- 
AKAIVS425EK ... 

AKAI VS75EK Hi Fi.... 

AKAI VS77EK Hi Fi.... 

AKAI VS967EK Hi Fi 


storibedl RADHA 


IAKAINS-SOQENK, isis cisssincsscasosntsssansa oeensnis 


FERGUSON 
FERGUSON FV31 


FERGUSON FV32 oo..ccseessesvevesveeen 


FERGUSON FVSZ7H ............000.. 
FERGUSON FV99S................ 


MITSUBISHI 
MITSUBISHI HSB12 NEW 
MITSUBISHI HSB21 ........ 


MITSUBISHI HSB31 00.0.0. 


MITSUBISHI HSB41 ..... 
MITSUBISHI HSBS1 ..... 


MITSUBISHI HSB70 «000000000... P.O.A. 


PANASONIC 
PANASONIC NVJ30..... 


PANASONIC NVJ35....0..0ce.cuscsnesnnroo 


PANASONIC NVD48 PIP............... 
PANASONIC NVF65 HiFi....... ‘ 


PHILIPS 

PHILIPS VR-6291 ........... 
PHILIPS VR-6293 ............. 
PHILIPS VR-6585 HiFi ...... 


AKAI 
AKAICT2579 25” NICAM 
AKAICT2879 28" NICAM 


FERGUSON 

FERGUSON 14M2 14” R/C 
FERGUSON 36K2 15” R/C 
FERGUSON 59K4 24” NICAM 
FERGUSON 59P7 ares 
FERGUSON 68K4 28” NICAM 


PANASONIC 

PANASONIC TC1785 17” 
PANASONIC TX24A1/TX24W1 
PANASONIC TX28A1/TX28W1 


MITSUBISHI 

MITSUBISHI CT153STX 15” 
MITSUBISHI CT2153STX 21” 
MITSUBISHI CT2124BM 21”. 
MITSUBISHI CT2553STX 25” 
MITSUBISHI CT2964STX 29” 
MITSUBISHI CT3703STX 37” 


PHILIPS 

PHILIPS 1221 14” R/C 
PHILIPS 2540 17" R/C T/T 
PHILIPS 2550 21” T/T 
PHILIPS 6570 24" T/T 
PHILIPS 9763 24” NICAM 


SONY 

SONY KVM14U 14” R/C 
SONY KVM14TU 14” T/T 
SONY KVM16TU 16" T/T 
SONY KVM19T 19” T/T... 
SONY KVX2132 21” NICAM 
SONY KVX2532 25” NICAM 
SONY KVDX271T 27” NICAM 


AIWA 
AIWAHVG900 


AIWADK510 PAUSECAM DK on 


AKAI 


AKAIVS23ED1 PAL/Secam DK. ............... 


AKAI VSS3EV PAL/Secam LP ..... 


HITACHI 

HITACHI VT518 PAL/Secam .. 
HITACHI VT518DS PAL/Secam 
HITACHI VT728SW PAL/Secam . 


HITACHI VT728DS PAL/Secam ....... 


HITACHI VT498EM M/System 
HITACHI VT619EM M/System 


Jvc 
JVC HRD1520 PAL/Secam 
JVC HRD337 M/System.... 


NATIONAL 

NATIONAL NVL10EN PAL/B 
NATIONAL NVL15EN LP 
NATIONAL NVJ1EN PAL/B 
NATIONAL NVGSOOEM 


SHARP 
SHARP VC779 M/System .. 


SHARP VTM619GK Multi System .......... 
SHARP VTM619DS Multi System .. 


PHILIPS 


PHILIPS VR6448 PAL/Secam DK . 


PHILIPS VR6843 M/System ... 


NIKKAI 
NIKKAI VCRTO1 PALB ......... 


£195 


Jvc 

JVC CX-60GB 6” M/System.......... 
JVC C1480KM 14” M/System . 
JVC C2180KM 21” M/System 
JVC C210HM 21” M/System ... 


NATIONAL 

NATIONAL TC1401 14” PALB 
NATIONAL TC1480 14” NR ......... 
NATIONAL TC2071 20” R/C 


NATIONAL TC2186 21” RVC ............. 


PHILIPS 


PHILIPS 1HG1021 PAL/Secam DK ......... 
PHILIPS 200N4362 20" M/System .... 


PHILIPS 210N4460 21” M/System 


PIONEER 
PIONEER 2502 PAL/Secam 
PIONEER 2802 PAL/Secam 


SONY 

SONY KV1461 14" N/R .. 
SONY KV1882 14” PAL/B 
SONY KV2152 21” M/System 


SONY KVX2529 25” M/System ...... 


SONY KVDX27TM 27” M/System 
SONY KVC2911D 29” M/System... 


NIKKAI 
NIKKAI 14” M/System 
NIKKAI 20” M/System....... 


SHARP 
SHARP 14” M/System .......... 
SHARP 21” M/System ... 
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CASIO ALL EXPORT PRICES PLUS VAT 


SONY CASIO TV400/TV500 2" 
SONY SLV373 ..... " CASIOTV14002.7" PLEASE RING US FOR ANY OTHER 
MODELS — TOO MANY TO LIST 


SONY SLV757 NICAM ..........cscceessssteeesseee CASIO TV6500 2.7” .. 2 
SONY SL-H950 BETAMAX .............. CASIO TV3100/TV7500 3.3” 


C-S2181EKT 


51cm FST Colour TV 


HR-D540EK 
HQ Video Cassette Recorder 
JVC HR-D520EK .......ceeeceeeceeeeeeeees P.O.A. | JVC C-1480EK 14" R/C 


JVCHPEDGTOER 0. soscaccecsoceeneee P.0.A. | UVC C-S2180EK 21” FC 


rl IVE G2S2181 EK 21 TT. csscscsenaces es 
JVC HR-D580EK NEW... P.O.A. | WG C-1480KM 14” M/System 


JVC HR-SSSOOEK Super VHS. .........P.O.A. | jyvGC-2180KM 21” M/System 
JVC HR-D860EK NEW ...P.O.A. | JVC AV21-F1GK Nicam 

JVC HR-D960EK NEW ............::0e P.O.A. | JVC AV25-F1CK Nicam .. 
JVC HR-D337MS Multi System .... P.O.A. | JVC AV280-EKT Nicam 


HI Fl SOUNDS 
193, KILBURN HIGH ROAD 
LONDON, NW6 7HY LONDON, W1 
TEL: 071-372 6731/624 3923 _ TEL: 071-486 9981 


All goods Guaranteed for One Year — Extended Guarantees Optional Extra 
SONY PANASONIC AKAIl AIWA FERGUSON HITACHI JVC NATIONAL 
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PHONE US FOR THE BEST 
PRICE IN TOWN 


. | JVC GR-60 NEW 
. | JVC GR-A1E 

A. | JVC GR-S77EK SUPER 
. | JVC GRS 707EK SUPER 
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62/64 WEYMOUTH STREET 
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EXCLUSIVE 


INCREDIBLE SAVING OF £500 


ON A MITSUBISHI HS-C40 CAMCORDER 


SRP _£1349.90 
OUR PRICE 


T 


PRICE WE PROMISED 
WE WOULDN'T PRINT 


‘his incredible special offer is on the very latest technology S-VHS being the new world 
standard in video technology. Allowing you to record in both S-VHS and manual VHS modes, 
this camcorder gives you the benefit of both worlds. The stunning quality of this camcorder will 
allow you to record and playback superb results onto any TV. The Mitsubishi HS-C40 will 
satisfy even the most discerning user. 


THE MITSUBISHI HS-C40 FEATURES 


Recording Features 
Standard/Long in both S-VHS & normal VHS modes 
3 seconds every 60 


bent baal 
Self-ti 
. VASS at facility 


inser 
Audio dub 
Edit switch 


Edi 
ee pig erase head 
Edit search 


8 col 
se OF solid background 
re alc for visibility 


Tiling one 512 x 256 pixel pages 
selection 


Horzontal 6 or vertical scroll 


Compact size 140mm x 140mm x 330mm (WxHxD) 
Power source 9.6v by battery or mains adaptor 


Other 
; Wind noise out switch 
Battery & mains operation 


THE COMPLETE KIT COMPRISES OF 
HS-C40B Camcorder RF adaptor cable 

¥ VHS-C cassette adaptor 
ont oepenans adaptor 1x SVH-C 30 min cassette tape 
Shoulder strap Scart lead 
RF Adaptor S-VHS lead 


NATIONWIDE MAIL ORDER ONLY £6 CARRIAGE 


344-346 REGENTS PARK ROAD 
FINCHLEY CENTRAL 


LONDON N3 2LJ 

Open 6 Days, 9.30am-6.30pm 
(until 6pm) 

~~ | on Sats and Closed on Friday 
electronicsS| Lunchtimes 12.45pm to 2.15pm) 


Come and see our vast range of video 
equipment in our large showroom in the 
heart of Finchley. 


CALL US NOW ON 081-349 1166 


and quote your Access or Visa number for prompt delivery 


FAX No. 081-346 2268 E&OE 


ARE LICENSED CREDIT BROKERS 

ARE MAIN AGENTS FOR MITSUBISHI 

WILL SUPPLY ONLY BOXED, BRAND NEW UNITS 
WILL GUARANTEE ALL MERCHANDISE FOR 1 YEAR 
PARTS & LABOUR (Covered by Manufacturers as well) 


EXCLUSIVE 


DAVID INGRAM 


RADIO — HI-FI — T.V. CENTRE LTD 


42-43 Lower Marsh, London SE1 
(5 SALE Tel: 071-261 1446 SALE KY 


CAMCORDERS VIDEO RECORDERS COLOUR TVs 


SONY CCDF250.......... £P.0.A. SONY GVSE.............. £P.0.A. SONY KVM14............ £P. 
SONY CCDFSOOE ........ £P.0.A. SONYGV9E.............. £P.0.A. SONY KVM14T........... £P. 
SONY CCDTRSS ......... ao poten sjacsetviy £P.0.A. SONY KVMI6... 


. £P.0.A. SONY KVDX271T........ P.0. A. 
. £P.0.A. SONY KVDX2912........ £P.0.A. 
-.... £P.0.A. PANASONIC TC1480 .... £P.0.A. 
.... £P.0.A. PANASONIC TC1485 .... £P.0.A. 
* PANASONIC NVFS100B £P.0.A. PANASONIC TC1785 .... £P.0.A. 

PANASONIC TX21T1 .... £P.0.A. 
HITACHI VTM722... 
HITACHI VTM740... 


SPECIAL 
HITACHI VTS80.......... £P. vee £P.O.A. 


PRICES 
FOR CASH 
RING BEFORE 
YOU BUY 


TAPES TDK VHS 180 
10 FOR £25.00 


SANYO VHR7200........ £P.0.A. TOK VHS 240 
SANYO VHR5450........ £P.0.A. 10 FOR £35.00 


WE ARE AUTHORISED MAIN DEALERS FOR: 
SONY, PANASONIC, HITACHI, JVC, MITSUBISHI, 
SANYO, TECHNICS, PIONEER, TDK 


VIDEO TAPE EDITING 


S-VHS * U-Matic SP 


4-Machine Computer 
Control with Auto FX 


Broadcast Vision Mixer 


Digital Video Effects 


081-941 0769 
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THE LONDON DISCOUNT 


OPEN DAILY NO GIMMICKS — 
sect CENTRE eee 
HOTLINE: QUALITY — SERVICE — EFFICIENCY — yaa? stocks 
071-637 0353 BARGAIN PRICES! CALL US NOW ON: 
071-637 0590 IF YOU DON’T READ IT HERE 071-637 0353 


071-637 2690 PLEASE RING! 071-636 2194 


Optex Tripods! SOLIDEX TELEPHOTO/WIDE Press! 
! : L 

T70 £64.95 SONY PRO VT-83 LENS (Large Selection) VCL-1537 

Fluid Head TRIPOD M d Panasonic WV-LD2 Wide ............... 95 | Yas ame tose 

el . £59 95 onopo Panasonic WV LT2 Tele................ . £94.9) £Phone 

Pan/Tilt /. Stands up to face ~ Sony 46mm Wide.................. . £99. 37mm Telephoto 

Action i Basic Neate (Cond level, inc. strap to Sony 46mm Tele ene aesteseseeseeeseesesese H 

Adjust Budget Buy) use aS a camcorder SOLIDEX VM-2000 dit a en PACK scsinsceasts 

to | Suony chest support pod. | AUDIO MIXER, 4 STEREO CHANNEL | OPtextHi-Power Wide 

Head | \ 949 95 Grip type handle. = | INPUTS, MASTER FADE CONTROL. | -P\XTT ower Tete 

Height * | Gives accurate panfilt | INC’s MICROPHONE FOR VOCAL 

Gives Steady Filming/Photo movement! NARRATION, LEADS. 


Still Only £59.95 
VIDEO AUDIO MIXER 
STEREO 


£44.95 
BUDGET - GOOD BUY! 


CALL US: 071-637 0353/0590 


VISION MIXERS! 
SPECIAL EFFECTS 


TRIPODS/MONOPODS! 


TELECINE CONVERTERS! CINE/SLIDES TO VIDEO! 
BUILTIN MAGRO LENS FOR CLARITY — ADJUSTABLE gre 


G 
POWER UNIT! 
a Stock Now! 


DoP.ss 
Call: 071-637 0353/0590 


BATTERY 
POWERED ,. 4 
LiGHTs! © 


LE SHOOTING - TRANSFERS CINE FILM/ 
SLIDES TO VIDEO. BUILT IN SPIRIT LEVEL! 


VS-612 £39 au VS-617 £69 
Audiosender! BATTERIES Videosender! 


WILL SEND MUSIC WILL SEND TV/VCR/ 


071-637 0353/0590 


DIO-OU COMPUTER GAMES i 
seiiau.ges CAMCORDER ‘hei So cangetso | GE Powee 
anon Vi- ~ 
SPEAKER ACCESSORIES! §=— oust "0 Watt Lights! 
is FOR MOST STILL £99.95 ONLY! 
MAJOR BRANDS ONLY! | Edit Suites Solidex 20 watts REFLECTA! 


- ps Sequence, 49+ 
ree D.ED+ - 17 Types 
Graphics 


inc Battery/Charger 


OHS Ra a 


59.95 : Battery inc. Charger 
PVE casccdhaw atin dina 96 | Panasonic CE) Hendon ..... ey. Optex 20 wats 


7 XM-18 ..... £89 
Panasonic VW-BC1 (VHS'‘C’)........ £29,95 | Panasonic RM1 (RVC)... £8.95 Takes Sony/Sanyo NP-22 type] 2000 Watts ONLY! 
Panasonic VW- Bee a Call us on 071-636 2194) Vivanco Enhancers Battery inc. Battery/Charger 
adh vy VW-MBi0 (vis Cam) £49,95 appear ag td “omen £69 ONLY! Call us on 
anasonic m anasonic So! 4 = ay 
Panasonic LOS-2012 ........0. £59.95 | Ww-cbi UK ‘aaese nn CENTURION BUDGET | 971-637 0355/0590 

! BUY 

10/20 Watts Switchable! | Wotan 300 Watts 


Canon BP-E4 
Canon BP-E722 (Hi-Powe 
Canon BP-E71 a a 994. Video Rewinders Call us now! 071-637 0353 
eT Se HHS £19.95 VIDEO 6 £34.95, 45,| LONG LASTING HIGH POWER BELT 

2.95 “951 BATTERY PACKS! 


PHONE FOR QUOTE ella 
Takes ate Bae al -55/77 £49.95 Only! 


ie ne|__ IN STOCK! 071-637 0353 qj —s| Pamasonic VW-LD 20) Wotan Studio 
A LARGE RANGE A/V AMPLIFIERS, a 2000 Watts 
a 10.85 | VG, TOSHIBA — AND OFFICE! «oy oso 7 now son | ROMS HS G Nope] flO ME 
Sony NP-22. .. £34.95 TRAN 12 Hour - £125 users! 


CALL US NOW ON 071-637 0353/0590 Stricton Patera Fuses” °°" | SUNPACK CV-300 30 Watts £99.95 


WE STOCK MOST MAJOR BRANDS!!! [sens 


£589 SONY, JVC, SONY! 100 Watts Jumbo 


T E 
WORLD-WIDE 


i 1] EXPORTS 
Bt | CANS VITAN Light Power! |. sajon aravos 
CCD-TRS5 Tiny Camcorder ...£849 | MITSUBISHI, AND | S2ter Craver Pe nl 
CCD-V900 Hi-Resolution ......£1189 MANY MORE IN GV.9 (4” SCREEN) LOCAL AUTHORITY 
STOCK! £599 ONLY! —_ Laer ORDERS ARE WELCOME! 
t= - : !| CALL US NOW ON 
SONY TV’s/Camcorders/Hi-Fi/Radios 071-637 0353/0590 | 071-637 0353/0590 


KAMLA 


MACDONALDS 


SK ELECTRICS 


ELECTRONICS ELECTRONICS ELECTRONICS 
237 TOTTENHAM COURT RD | 70 OXFORD STREET 251 TOTTENHAM COURT RD 248 ae ran ROAD, 
LONDON W1 LONDON W1 LONDON W1P 9AD Tel: 071-637 0353/0590 071-636 2194 


Tel: 071-636 4611/2 Tel: 071-636 2877 Tel: 071-323 2747 (4 Lines) Telefax No.: 071-637 2690 
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081-749 7355 (4 LINES); 
081-749 2650 —_ | | 
081-749 7846 (Telefax) ce ee eed 


MAKE THIS YOUR FIRST CALL Readers looking for OUR ALTERNATIVE: PHONE SDB NOW FOR THE 
a bargain, look BEST DEAL AVAILABLE TO YOU, OR PHONE OUR 


OR LAST BUT A DEAL 
COMPETITORS AND WE AIM TO BEAT THE 


ESPECIALLY FOR YOU WILL inside SDB’s magic box 
NOT BE SURPASSED!! of offers. BEST DEAL YOU HAVE BEEN OFFERED. 


NEW CANON E800 Hi8 |NEW CANON COMPACT E6 


RRP £999.00 RRP £899.00 


RRP £799.00 
SDB £569.00 SDB £849.00 SDB £779.00 
Good Picture, Nice Machine with 8x Zoom & " Fantastic Value, New E800 Hi8 with Hi-Fi | Superb New Compact Canon with Hi-Fi Sound 
i ine, Stereo Sound, Remote & Unbeatable Value!! & Remote, Great Value 


Remote 


JVC SUPER S-VHS-C NEW JVC VHS-C FERGUSON FC23 SUPER 
GRS707 CAMCORDER ARRIVALS VHS-C CAMCORDER 


WHAT VIDEO CAMCORDER OF ‘ 
THE YEAR ’89 a 


-— e 
—ee\. jercg “7 


{ : “ag eo 
RRP £1300.00 = —_— RRP £7499.00 
SDB £849.00 ar | SDB £1199.00 
Impressively Stable Pictures Excellent Specification Camcorder 


PHONE A DEAL NOW (= PHONE NOW FOR AN = RRP £999.00 
a ai PHONE ow FOR AN 8x UNBEATABLE DEAL! | Also nomen £749.00 


Excellent Sound & Vision With ‘Double’ 
i-Fi UNBEATABLE DEAL!! Excellent Sound, Best Buy Super VHS-C VLC860 


: SDB CLEAROUT 
BATTERY SALE 


SONY NP77H 120mins 


bik siy RRP £899.00 RRP £999.00 
SDB £689.00 : : 
: SDB £789.00 SDB £839.00 


Superb New Sony With Superimpose & 
8x 200M Great Picture, Good Value For Money Superb Compact Sony Packed with Features 


PANASONIC NVJ35B 
with NTSC Playback 


RRP £649.00 RRP £799.00 
PANASONIC NVF65B PHONE 
SDB £569.95 SDB £699.00 Hi-Fi Nicam Stereo Recorder ieee Satta on 


Superb Model mn = Dolby Surround. Good Pictures, Great Specification, 
st Buy Ideal For Editing 


SANYO Hig CAMCORDER Akai’s Highly Acclaimed | PHILIPS VCR VR-6585 
EHM100P VS75 Nicam VCR NICAM 


RRP £549.00 ARP £530.00 
SDB £849.00 SDB £479.95 SDB £469.95 


Superb Quality Picture With Hi-Fi Sound Good Picture, Great Sound, Best Buy Great Sound & Pictures, Excellent Value Great Sound, Good Value. Best Buy 


What Video September 1990 


081-749 7355 (4 LINES) 
081-749 2650 
081-749 7846 (Telefax) 


3DB 


VIDEO RECORDERS 


TELEVISION 
with S-input + NICAM 


|CAMCORDERS VIDEO 8 _| 


ARN See £279.00 CANONION Still Video Camera. 
AKAIVSATY NIGAM £398.00 AKAICT-2579 25" NiCamn.... 519,00 _ CANONESO... 
AKAI VS-75 NICAM £479.95  AKAICT-287928" NiCam £599.00 CANON E640... 
PRN Cp ar VSN £269.00 JVCC-S2181 21"S-Input... £369.00 | CANONNEWESO0Hi 
AKA VS-865 NEW. £389.00  JVCAV-S25025" Stereo, S-Input . PHONE | CANONNEWE6 COMPACT 
JVC HRD520..... £299.00 JVC AV-N280 28” Nicam, S-Input . PHONE (Equivalent to Sony CCDTRS55 with Hi-Fi Sound & Remote) 
Ag ce heidi ‘PHONE JVC AV-21F1 21” NewNicam.. PHONE  CANONATH‘8.... 
JVC HR-D620.... PHONE JVC AV-25F1 25” NewNicam.. PHONE SONY CCDF250.. 
JVC HR-D830 NICAM ... .PHONE FERGUSON 59K5 25” Nicam.. .£499.00 SONY CCDF335.. 
JVC HR-S5500 S VHS NEW... PHONE PANASONIC TX21T1 21" Text, S-Input .PHONE — SONY CCDF380.. 
JVC HRD660 NEW .... PHONE — PANASONIC TX24A1/W1 24" Nicam.... -PHONE = SONYCCDFSOO.. 
NEC DX1000 DIGITAL... £299.00 | PANASONIC TX28A1/W1 28” Nicam -PHONE SONYCCDSP5... 
ic peteracter hha £399.00 PANASONIC TX33A1 33" Nicam.. “PHONE  SONYCCDTRSS. 
MITSUBISHI HSB31 ..... “¢355.00  SONYKVDX211221” Nicam... £549.00 | SONYCCDV900Hi 
a -EiBaD  SONYICDXOST205"Nean 64800 SONY CCD 

” SONY KVDX271T 27" Nicam... £699.00 | SANYOVMDEP....... 
MITSUBISHI NEW HSB “PHONE — SONYKVDX291229" Nica. PpRO IDES 


MITSUBISHI NEW HSB52 
PANASONIC NVJ30.. 
PANASONIC NV4J35 ... 
PANASONIC NVF65 NICAM .. 


SONY KVX2132 21” New Nicam 
SONY KVX2532 25” New Nicam .. 
MITSUBISHI CT2153 21” Nicam .. 


‘S 
PANASONIC NVFS100§-VHS.. PHONE Ni CAMCORDER Full Size VH 
PANASONIC NVD80HI-Fl...... ““esa9.00  MITSUBISHICT296429' Nicam 
SANYO VHID4890 SUPER VHS SALE HITACHI VM200 . .. £599.00 
Ves ct HITACHI VM3200 ... £899.00 
SONY SLVZE7 £90800 HITACHI VMS7200 SUPER VHS .. £1249.00 
SONY GV9E VID! PANASONIC NVM10... SALE 


SONY EVS1000 Hi-8 VCR . 


VIDEO GMS AEA 


PANASONIC WJMX10... 
PANASONIC WJMX12.. 
PANASONIC VWEC300 


PORTABLE VIDEO 
SYSTEMS & CAMERAS 


PANASONIC NV180B 
PANASONIC WVF158AFE Systems Camera... 


PANASONIC NVMS1 with 3 LCD’ MON ITOR 
PANASONIC NEW NVMS2 SUPER VHS.. 
FERGUSON FC28... sas 
FERGUSON FC16 SUPER VHS... 


PANASONIC WWE NEW F PANASONIC WVF1515XE Systems Camera 
VIVANCO 108400 CAMCORDERS VHS-C 


VIVANGO G44) occa cu nina: ngaionarcaeed 


JVC GR60.. 
SDB ACCESSORY JVCGR45 
JVC GRS77 Super VHS-C ... 
CLEAR OUT SDB CAMCORDER WWCGRS707 SuperVHS-C 
PANASONIC VWACIB .sessvsvsvsestnsesnvctntnsnsene ; 
Sa Se re eae bee emerge SNCGRSISISCNEN. 
PANASONIC VWRIBE Remote Control NV180........ CANON BPE77 60 Mins 80, E30, E640... £29.95 FERGUSONFC23 Super VHS... 
Hee Getic ea CAE MIE A PASE 
eat CANON BPE22 60 Mins VME2.... 
REFLECTA 300W Video Lights .. : PANASONIC NVMC30 
OPTEX20W Battery Light JVC BNV7GU 90 Mins GR-45, 60 PANASONIC NVMS90. 
DSM 4AH Battery Belt........ JVC BNV77RU 60 Mins GR-S70.. SHARP VLC670 NEW.. 
oo ant oy yeoreiay Belt... SONY NP55 60 Mins F330, 340, 500 SHARP VLC770...... 
Soe aa eos eh Ce Go SONY NP77 90 Mins F380, TRSS .... SHARP VLCS860 S- 
JVC GLV9 GRCY Lenses ... SONY NP77H 120 Mins F380, F500 HITACHI VMS83 S-VHS.. 
aide Bey lat aia OPTEX CLONE NP66 F380, F500 HITACHI VMCIE NEW...... 


CANON 46V 3 Set Filter Ki 
Table Top Mini Tripods... 
JVC JXC7 


Carriage £3.50 per order 


JVC GRA1.. 


MITSUBISHI HSC40 S-VHS-C...... 


DISCOUNT VIDEO TAPES 


VHS VIDEO TAPES 8mm 
£30 £60 E120 £180 £240 P5-60 5-90  Hi-830 —Hi-860 
JVC DYNAREC £2.70 £2.80 £2.75 £2.70 £3.49 MAXELL £4.99 £5.50 = = 
JVC SUPER HIGH GRADE £3.50 £3.70 £3.80 £4.00 £4.50 SONY oF 650 £10.00 «£12.50 
JVC HIGH GRADE HI-FI = LS £3.99 £4.49 = . = a 
JVC PRO GRADE as £5.00 £5.50 £6.00 ao cai a. ee ee 
JVC §-VHS = £7.50 £8.00 £7.99 = = a ; 4 
MAXELL EX £2.50 £2.70 £2.50 £2.60 £3.50 
MAXELL HGX £2.99 £3.30 £3.50 £3.70 £4.50 
MAXELL XL HI-FI = = £4.50 £5.00 = 
MAXELL RX PRO = = £5.75 £6.30 = VIDEO TAPES VHS-C 
MAXELL S-VHS = = = £7.99 = EC30 EHG C30 PRO S-VHSEC30 EC45EHG EC45S-VHS 
FU! HO £2.50 £3.00 £3.00 £3.00 £4.00 MAXELL 3.50 £4.50 £6.99 < ws 
FUJI SHG £3.00 £3.50 £3.75 £4.00 £4.50 WC 350 £5.00 ‘£7.49 ia a 
FUUI SHG HI-Fi = i £4.00 £4.50 os 
FUL! PRO = = $6.00 £6.50 Lg - ve [ 
FUJI S-VHS £6.50 = £7.99 £8.50 £12.50 = ; = 
TDK HS = = £2.80 £2.99 £3.70 PANASONIC = a = £5.00 $9 
TDK EHG - - £3.60 £3.80 £4.80 
TDK EHG Hi-Fi = = = £4.50 £5.50 
TDK HDX PRO = = = £8.99 = 
TDK S-VHS = = £7.99 £8.99 = MINIMUM ORDER 10 pes — TAPES CAN BE MIXED. £5.00 p&p PER ORDER. 


Mail order welcome — quote the 
product, your Visa/Access number 
and we deliver to you! 
Open Mon-Saturday 9.30-6.00pm 
Tubes, Shepherds Bush Green, 
Central/Metropolitan Line 


120 UXBRIDGE ROAD 
SHEPHERDS BUSH GREEN, 
LONDON W12 8AA 
081-749 7355 (4 LINES) 


SDB LTD. 


What Video September 1990 


tio Au 


FC23 
NORMALLY 
£1499.99 


NOW 


CCDTR55 


(FULL SIZE VHS) 


MC3ON™ MODE 


EN 
Wh) 
~<a) | s i 


“BEST BUY” 


for the 
best price 


HI FI& VIDEO 


"(UK's GUARANTEED 


NOW 


: New Model Paras NVMC20 (VHSC) 
GF-S1000 


for the 


IVC SS swer vas 
pee 2 


Lg 
Bg. 


for the best price 


JVC GRS77 Super VHS 
Now at reduced price 


for the 
best prices 


LOWEST PRICE) 


NEW REDUCED 
LOW PRICE 


FC28 
NORMALLY = 
£999.95 


MS-2 KIT 
WITH 3” 
COLOUR MONITOR 


pe 


best price 


F500 ei 


for the best price 
SONY SP5 8mm ‘Splashproof’ similar spec to 
F340, yellow water resistant casing. £879.95. 


(12x1 Zoom) 


NEW 

LOW PRICE , 
Sharp VLC860 Super VHS 
Camcorder under £999. 


CT-2555 STX' 


ALSO IN STOCK 


CT-2964STX 29’ Nicam TV SVHS Input & Stand £PHONE 
CT-2155TX 21” Nicam TV SHVS Input and Stand £PHONE 
CT-2554TX 25” TV Fastext, Remote, Stand Stereo £PHONE 
CT-2525TX 25” TV Fastext, Remote, Stand £PHONE 


Full Range of Mitsubishi TV's in Stock 


HRD 610EK 


| 
| 


Mitsubishi HSB70 S-VHS Video Nicam. £PHONE 
Mitsubishi HSB21 VHS Video Nicam....... £PHONE 
Mitsubishi HSB31 VHS Video Nicam ....... £PHONE 


NICAM 


AKAI VS-75 NICAM 
AKAI VS-967 NICAM 
AKAI VS-F15 


AKAI VS-F30 
AKAI VS-F33 
AKAI VS-F865 


§ UME KR SALE OF THE YEAR 


640 VIDEO 8 
CANON eu ial ne VIDEO 8 
CANON E30 VIDEO 8... 

CANON ED VIDEO Bees. 
FERGUSON FC15 VHS-C 
FERGUSON FC16 VHS F 
FERGUSON FC23 S-VHS-C 
FERGUSON FC27 VHS-C. . 
FERGUSON FC28 FULL SIZ! 

FUJI M690 VIDEO8 .... 

HITACHI VM1200 VHS 

HITACHI VMC52 VHS-C......... 
HITACHI VM3200 VHS FULL SIZ 
HITACHI VMS7200 SUPER VHS ... 
HITACHI VMS83 SUPER VHS-C .... 


JVC GRA VHS-C ... “NEW LOW PRICE 
JVC GR60 VHS-C. . NEW LOW PRICE 
JVC GRS77 SUPER VHS... 


6SEK VHS C. 
PANASONIC NVMS2B FULL SIZE SVHS . 
PANASONIC NVM10B FULL SIZE VHS 


PANASONIC NVMSSO0 SVHS... 
PANASONIC NVMS1B SUPER VHS 
PANASONIC NVMS90B S-VHS . 


SHARP VL- “C860 SUPER VHS-C 
SHARP VL-C670 VHS-C 

SONY CCDV5000 HI8 .. 

SONY CCD-F250 VIDEO 8 


AKAI VS-F10.. 

AKAIVS-F15 

AKAI VS-F30.. 

AKAI VS-F33 FASTEXT 

AKAI VS-F865 PICTURE ENHANCER . 
AKAI VS765EK. .. 

AKAI VS767EK... 

AKAI VS967EK NICAM . 
AKAIVS75EK NICAM .. 
AKAIVS77EK NICAM 


HITACHI VT-M722 ... 

HITACHI VT-M740 ... 

HITACHI VT- nik NICAM S-VHS ... 
JVC HRD 54 


JVC HRD 620.. 

JVC HRD 660EK .. 

JVC HRD 830 NICAM 

JVC HR SSO00EK SUPER VHS NICAM. 
MITSUBISHI HS B11 

MITSUBISHI HS B21. 

MITSUBISHI HS B31 . 

MITSUBISHI HS B41 . 

MITSUBISHI HS B51 NICAM . 
MITSUBISHI HS B70 SUPER VHS NICAM 
PANASONIC NVJ30B 

PANASONIC NVJSEB 


7, 
PANASONIC NVFS100 SUPER VHS | 
PANASONIC NVF70 NICAM 
SANYO VHR 4890 SUPER V 

SONY EVS 1000E HI 8 NICAM . 
SONY SLV 757 NICAM.. 


SONY SL- hen BELMAY... 
SONY SLV 270 ... 

SONY sv 373 . 

SONY ay a 

SONY SL' 


HIFIS VIDEO 
(Open Mon-Sat. 10am to 6pm) 


Panasonic Mixers Pini 
A superb production deck. 
Mix almost any two video sources without 
time base correction. Special effects, 17 wipe » 
patterns, fades, dissolves, audio mixing e 
and caption/title overlay. 
Digital 


WJMX12 S.VHS Production 


This unit offers all the Mixer 
features of the MX10, plus 500 line S.VHS 
compatability, colour correction, 
programmable effects and 4 channel 
audie mixing. 


HAMA VIDEOSCRIPT 20 


JVC JXC7 COLOUR CORRECTOR "£229.95 

PANASONIC WJ-AVES VIDEO MIXER PHONE 

PANASONIC VWE-C300 EDIT 

PANASONIC WAVANGCiO DIGITAL MIKE SPHONE 

PANASONIC WVJMX12 MIXER (SVHS) .... VCR 3044 

SONY RME 100 EDITOR 

SONY RME300 EDITOR 

SONY XVT500 DIGITAL VIDEO SUPERIMPOSER 

SONY XVT600 PICTURE COMPUTER 

SONY XVC700 COLOUR CORRECTOR ; PHONE 
SONY SB V4B Audio Video Selector ‘ ; 

VIDEONICS DIRECT ED ... £399.95 SPHONE 
VIVANGO VGR 2044 ENHANCER 

VIVA a 

VIVANGO VCR 3044 ENHANCER... VCR 4044-inc. effects 


VIVANCO VCR 4044 ENHANCER aes VCR 3066 SVHS Enhancer. “$PHONE 


VIVANCO VCR 3066 S-VHS ENHAN 


FUJIE180 SVHS i : Panasonic 
JVCE180SVHS. £8.69 JVCSEC30SVHS........... £7. TX-24A1 


MAXELL E180 SVHS .99 MAXELL SEC30 SVHS : hao 
PANASONIC E180 SVHS ... 28.98 ' PANASONIC SEC30 SVHS £7.50 PRISM A1 SERIES 


TDK E180 SVHS 


FUJI E180 SHG .. £3.65 MAXELLE120 RX-PRI i ALSO IN STOCK 

FUJI E240 SHG... Pam f MAXELL E180 RX-PR' £6. Panasonic TX24WI Nicam TV 

FUJI E30 SXG PRO.. .. £4.39 SONY E180 PRO-X . 

FUJIE120 SXGPRO ........ £4.99 TDKE180EHG . cat 4 : 
FUJIE180 SXG PRO .. £6. TDKE120HIFI .... 2a key Full Range of Panasonic TV's in stock 


JVC E120 PRO .. £4.99 TDKEI80HIFI . 
JVC E180 PRO .. TDK E120 HDX-PR 


MAXELL E180 HGX . TDKE180 HDX-PRO......... ile ROPHONES 
VIDEO TAPES Vc al 

MAXELL EC-30 PRO... PHONE EAS all 

TDKEC30 EHG “.. £3.99 vss. £19.95 VM7OE DIRECTIONAL... 
JVC EC3OSPRO .. TDK EC30 HDX PRO i Sees, £49.95 
MAXELL EC30 HGX. £69.95 
: :' , AT9450 STEREO........... £45.00 
AT9560....0.0...0-....--.., £49.95 
AT9852 Headset Mike ..... £25.00 


vii wart Bee ————— 
hie eka (Minimum purchase of 10 Tapes) : B ATTE R | ES 


VIDEO LIGHTS emmaanen | 
SUNPAK V300 a 


NP55 NICAD BATTERY ..... £34.95 
NP77 NICAD BATTERY .... £56.95 
NP77H 


Hoe ANS. sate oven PORTAL Erne Pernice 
1000 ae : V200 PORTABLE... fee )3©6CCONVERTERS 


CV150 PORTABLE... vaca 
- SONY GV-9 4” AICO O18 


a ‘ epee ures SONY EVOT 1 
PORTABLE 30W VIDEO = : £ B 95 
LIGHT with Charger £79.95 STAY COOL. sssssssssessssessenee 

AIA-LA-017 £49.05 


TRIPODS tiles Wow Bas toy Meme 
IALA-025 — £79.95 
SLIK EASIGLIDE mo bar na oo OW ome 7 and 46mm. CW 49/52/55 


20 QB . AIALA-O14 = £79.95 


“Two-In-one" Wide/Tele Lens. (One lens only) C/W 46/49352mm 
J pk i mgs (0.6X and 1.5X) C/W case 
AIALA-002 = £31.05 
Wide Angle Lens. With Macro Super Compact. 46 mm Mount C/W 
49/52mm Ringe (0.6x) C/W case. 
R AIA-LA-018 
£00.95 A SIGLIDE FiDelvery.. £190.95 Telephoto Lene. 40mre Riount. CW 462mm Rings (2.0X) C/W 
case. 


We believe that we're very competitive in the UK for 

TV, Videos, Hi-Fi, Microwaves, Car Hi-Fi, and Video FAST MAIL ORDER 

a gh pl ee pha aka ce We also have a super fast efficient mail order service 

and manufacturers’ backed guarantees Optional 5- @Vallable. When you place your order, give credit 
card details and leave the rest to us. Our securicor 


eee a delivery costs £6 per parcel. It's as easy as it is 


Tel: 081-470 3499 or 081-552 2903 FAX: 081-552 2931 _ steve. 


AICO CINE/ SLIDE VIDEO COPYING SCREEN 


Copy your slides or cine 
films onto video with the | 
Aico Copying Screen and 
play them back through 
the convenience of your 
television. 


OUR PRICE £19.95 


SLIK EASI-POD AICO CAM CHARGER SLIK EASI-HOLD 


Ideal for Video 
Camcorder, SLR 
cameras andBinoculars 


for 'Hands Free’ Se 


A Video tripod of the best quality from Slik. 
Quick Release platform. Oil damped head for 
Charge your Camcorder Battery from the car] smooth Pan & Tilt. Spiked or rubber feet. also 
oF ar socket, or power your Camcorder from Slik universal doly for smooth tracking ( fits 


e cigar socket. Suitable for 7.2 V and 9V. any Tripod) use. Built in detachable 
we Setaciet ee apa ENT TE oeae | EAS! GLIDE THMPOD £190.85 at lle dich codlsegd 
Spring Action Height Adjustment + Quick cor Jade of equipment’ : ‘ 
"Release Camera Platform - Shoulder OUR PRICE £18.95 SLIK DOLLY £69.95 uick release camera 


Carrying Strap + Quick Release Leg Locks. platform. Fully *1MOUR for maximum 995. and ease of use. 


Ideal for SLR Cameras, Camcorders or : = : i : PRICE £39. 
Binoculars. OUR PRICE £44.95 Four bags in One, which all clip or zip together to .’ ‘ 


carry all your Photo/Video/Optical equipment. . : 
NEW! The simple way to add a soundtrack [im Keep your Binoculars in one, your video camera in AICO VIDEO LENSES (iron tes, om Mount CW 46:52mm ros, 


and/or commentary during editing. Gives another and your SLR outfit in the fourth. Telephoto lens. 46mm Mount. CW 49/52mm 
your movies the professional touch. i i : Wide/Tele lens set. Mount is series 7 & 46 mm.C/W_ stenning rings. 10 Elements, 7 groups, one roof 
Supply with 3 cables & one phono adapter. Attractively styled in black cordura nylon. he 4ovsaisbmm, ri rings. (0871 (0.57X & 1.4X) ) CM cas case.. 6a 95 pis 0 X). With fin CW 


pode mm. C/W ‘eisomm tings. ‘0. 7X & 1.4X) ah 


Widelteie Lens Set for JVC GRC9/Ferguson coe 
CW Built in Linptpacdd ine rings required) 
(0.6X and 1.7X Tes | asteeseseeoaeestoshenctr i £74.95 

ide/Tele *; Mount is series 7 & 46 mm.C/W 
4952/55mm i is. (0.57X & cs) OW case......£79.95 
“Two-in-one” fele Lens. (One Lens only) cw 
46/49/52 mm rings. (0.6X & 1.5X) C/W case.. £79.95 
Wide angle lens. With Maci APY Compact.46mm 
Mount. C/W 49/52mm rings. (0.6X) C/W eae £31. 35 
Ultra wide angie lens with Macro ful in Lens hood 
ph 7 Mount (rings not supplied) (0.42X) 

£4 


95, 
st with macro, Buiit in 


“ SLIK EAS! GLIDE 
TRIPOD & DOLLY 


le lens. Cor 
s hood, 46mm Mount. C/W 49/52mm ibe 
{ha a2) SO ONO acre ssssiclndasoesyoniopbontrereensed 45.95 


Video Answers magazine, April 1990, tested 4 telephoto 
lenses and said, the Aico 5X stood out from the crowd, not 
because of its smaller size, but because of its enhanced 
performance. 


CCDF250 KIT KVM14TUGY HANDYCAM 
CCDF380 KIT KVM16UBL 
CCDF500 KIT KVM16UWH 
CCDTR55 KIT KVM16TUBL 
CCDSP5 KVM16TUWH 
EVS1000 KVM19TU 
CCDV900 KIT KVM2120UBL-S 

KVM2121UBL/WH-S CDV250 
EVDT1 KVX2121U HANDYCAM 
EVS1000 ' KVX2132 — 
GV8E bed 8 KVDX2112U 
GV9E Ree ee eer KVX2129U 
CCDG1 wii KVM2511U-S 
CCDG100 ¥ 


SLV270 KVD2512U 
SLV373 7292 Ake 
SLV757 “pees = KVDX271TU 
“Was  Kvbd2912U 
KVP14U KVE2912 
KVM14UGY KVFX29TU-S 
KVM14UWH KVD3412U-S 


WORLDWIDE EXPORT CCDV900 KVD2912U 


KVX2521U ; on 
KVX2529U CCDSP5 


155 KNIGHTSBRIDGE—LONDON—S.W.1 7PA = 071-225 0322/071-225 0323 
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Electrical | Teddington 
HI-FI & | Discount | Electronics 


VIDEO | Centre HP! Spectasts 


450 ROMFORD ROAD 138 PELHAM ROAD Approved Video Service Centre 


GRAVESEND, KENT 
FOREST GATE DA11 0JH 45 BROAD STREET, 
E7 8DF TEDDINGTON, MIDDLESEX 


Telephone: Telephone: Telephone: 
081-470 3499 0474 569601 081-977 4444 
081-552 2903 0474 326600 Fax: 081-943 1985 


UPMINSTER 
Hi-Fi 
Centre 


Audio & Video Studio BSS eral ’ 328 EDGWARE ROAD, 
38 STATION ROAD, LONDON W2 1DY 
UPMINSTER, ESSEX a ee 


Reale 071-724 3800 
Telephone: 071-724 3809 
0402 229077 Fax: 071-723 6901 


JAr 3Ar OAr Ar oar 


SPECIALIST re CASTLE 
AUDIO/| HEI RADIO 
VISUAL | Video | ccsnnmnom 


4 PARK STREET, HIGH WYCOMBE, 


SLOUGH BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
127 TRAFALGAR ROAD, el oes anos nea hu 


GREENWICH, LONDON 
SE10 9TX Also at: 
9 PEACH STREET, Telephone: 
Telephone: WOKINGHAM, 0494 27342 
081-858 9160 BERKSHIRE 
Tel: 0734 794 998 


Jvc Jvc Jvc JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC 
What Video September 1990 
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Jvc JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC 


PEE-JAY MELTON( 
eae TV and Electrics: 
Electronics AUDIO LTD. 


353-355 HOE STREET, 
46 HIGH STREET, WALTHAMSTOW, 1 CHAPEL MARKET, 
BIGGLESWADE, BEDS. LONDON LONDON N1 9EZ 
SG18 OLJ E17 9AP 
Telephone: Telephone: Telephone: 
0767 312960 081-521 7491 071-278 7672 


JAF JAF JAF 39 


ALVABOND WADHWA 
LTD. Electronics 


70 BALLARDS LANE, 


FINCHLEY 21 CRAVEN PARK RD, 
HARLESDEN, 
CENTRAL, LONDON 
N3 2BU 
NW10 8SE 
Telephone: 
081-346 6002 Telephone: 
081-349 4242 081-965 9309 


al i 

GARLAND = yp, =~ PLATTS 

Fecwowts,sapvices, Ratio & 
(Northampton) 


331 BALLARDS LANE, 


JAP JAP JAP SAF OAr_ sar 


C.. 
a 
FINCHLEY, LONDON N12 8LT Service S 
Tel: 081-446 9398 202 WELLINGBOROUGH ROAD, 
Nieto NORTHAMPTON “MARLOW, BUCKS” |S 
680 HIGH ROAD, FINCHLEY, NN1 4EE SL72NJ = 
LONDON N12 9PT bere a : 
21332 Telephone: 
Tel: 081-446 9644 
081-446 5548 pied Vea < 
oe | 


JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC 
What Video September 1990 


SOUTH NORWOOD, 
SE25 4UX 


LONDON SW12 


=| 

S 

. PAIN AND $.V.C. 
2 

“| LUNGLEY 132 BALHAM 
| 157 PORTLAND ROAD, Sayreey 
[| 

S 

= 


Telephone: 


Telephone: 081-673 3398 


081-654 1379 


JVC 


VIDEO 


233 TOTTENHAM CT RD, 
LONDON WIP 9AE 


JVG 


JVC 


JVC 


Telephone: 
071-631 1491 


071-636 3928 


65 HIGH STREET, 
POTTERS BAR, 
HERTS. 


Telephone: 
0707 55739 


NASHU 
Camera Centre 
Ltd 


28 GOLDERS GREEN ROAD, 


LONDON NW11 8LL 


Tel: 081-455 8215 
081-458 7440 


D.H. Goodwins 
Electronics 


( London Ltd) THE BROADWAY, 
HIG 


142-144 EAST END ROAD Hi ROAD, 
EAST FINCHLEY, LONDON N22 6DS 
LONDON N2 ORZ 
Telephone: Telephone: 


081-883 0148 081-888 0077 
081-883 4198 


Jvc JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC 
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_ DARBY'S 


of 
St Alban’s 


6 MARKET PLACE, 
ST ALBANS, 
HERTS AL3 5DG 


Telephone: 
0727 51596 
0727 50961 


Jvc JVC JVC 


Video Ltd. 
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D+T 


Electronics 


679/681 WILMSLOW RD, 
DIDSBURY, 
MANCHESTER M20 ORB 


Tel: 061-445 2694 
Abo at: 
45 MARYLEBONE 
HIGH STREET, 
LONDON WIM 3AD 


Tel: 071-935 0509 
BUY OR RENT 


Mannerings 
and Son Ltd 


(Est. 1929) 


21/22 STATION PARADE, 
NORTHOLT ROAD, 
SOUTH HARROW, 

MIDDLESEX HA2 8HG 


Telephone: 
081-422 2070 
081-422 2778 

Fax: 081-423 8567 


Ti 


220 UPPER RICHMOND 
ROAD WEST 
LONDON SW14 8AH 


Telephone: 
081-876 7632 


JvVG JVC JVC 


Greenham 
Video 


i Specs ) 
671 LONDON ROAD, ISLEWORTH, 
MIDDX. Tel: 081-560 1244 
Also at: KESTREL WAY, BOWTON IND. 
EST., ER, DEVON. 

Tel: 0372 71770 
MIDDLESMORE LANE, 
ALDRIDGE, WEST MIDLANDS. 

Tel: 0922 58371 


10 BATLMEADOWS ROAD, 
GATESHEAD, TYNE & WEAR. 
Tel: 091-477 9292 
Bier ROAD, 

OLD AIRF 
THORNABY, CLEVELAND. 
el: 0642 769446 
CHADDOCK LANE, 
ASTLEY, FEL ELDESLEY, 
MANCHESTER. Tel: 0942 894031 


JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC 


AZAT 


LONDON LTD 


3 Tottenham St 
(off Tottenham 
Court Road) 


LONDON 
W1P 9PB 


Telephone: 
071-580 4632 


Electronics 


37-39 HIGH ROAD, 
WILLESDEN NW10 2TG 


Telephone: 
081-451 6156 


Also at: 


18 TOTTENHAM COURT RD, 


W1. Tel: 071-580 5122 


Also at: 
4-5 TOTTENHAM CT RD, 
W1. Tel: 071-580 1577 


Jvc JVC JVC JVC JVC JVC 


deb 
Atlantic 


Vision 
World 
Ltd. 


30-37 CENTRAL SQ, 
HIGH ROAD, 
WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX 
HAY 7AL 


Telephone: 081-900 1488/9 
Fax: 081-903 7599 


HI-FI 
GENERAL 


39-43 BEDFORD HILL, 
BALHAM, 
LONDON SW12 9EY 


Telephone: 
081-673 5694 
081-673 5695 
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Victor Edgware HITEC 
Electronics| Electronics | Electronics 


113 HIGH STREET, 


Lid. Centre HOUNSLOW 


Telephone: 
113 HIGH STREET, 081-577 0935 


WEALDSTONE, 194 EDGWARE ROAD, 
HARROW, LONDON W2 2DS Also at: 
MIDDLESEX HA3 5DS 16 ST JOHN’S ROAD, 
+ ISLEWORTH, MIDDLESEX 
elephone: 


Telephone: 
071-723 1465 Telephone: 
081-427 1889 081-568 5734 


JVC JVC JVC 


VC 


J 
JAr SAr SAP OA OA 


PARKVIEW , GILES 


9-11 VICTORIA 
COLONNADE, 
SOUTHAMPTON ROW, 
LONDON 
WCI1B 5HP 


245 
KENTISH TOWN 
ROAD, 
NW5 2JT 


Telephone: Telephone: 
071-267 7223 071-405 4946 
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VIDEO HIWAY JUPITER 


FACTOR ; AUDIO 
11-13 PACKHORSE ROAD, , " CENTRE 


GERRARDS CROSS, 313/315 EDGWARE RAD, 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE LONDON We 76 TOOTING HIGH ST, 
SL9 7QA LONDON 

SW1?7 ORN 


Telephone: 


Telephone: 402 244 ‘ 
0753 884552 aii ' begs 1006 


JAr OA SAF IAL 


Jvc Jvc wJve Jvc Jvc JVC JVC JVC JVC 
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MRP £1350 


oan Piles cone coh For Canon VR30 
£549.95 Panasonic NV180 
Olympus 104 
£9.95 
MRP £999 
Our Price £699.95 COWPER 
weewees for 
icrophones 
FCOS IN STOCK 
Full-size 
VHS 
FLIP-OVER 
ONE TOUCH 
REVERSIBLE 
TELEPHOTO/WIDE 
MRP £7100 ANGLE LENS 
Our Price £699 New Price £49.95 
SHARP VCL750 a SIGMA 
0.5 Wide Angle 
MRP £899 £49.95 
Price Please Phone VZ2 zoom 1.8 x 4x 
_ aaa ay £169.95 
MRP £999 
Our Price £699 
pas ee ae SONY RME 100 
FERGUSON FCI5 & RME 80 
JVC GR60 FOR BEST PRICE EDITORS IN 
SOLIDEX MRP £999 ae STOCK 
Tape Rewinders Our Price £649 SANYO VMH100 
VHS £32.95 3 
Syn san PANASONIC MS2 
PANASONIC M10 
TOKINA Please phone MRP £1200 MRP £1199 
Tele & Wide Lens for a price! Our Price £699 Our Price £949 


Set Kit for Sony 
TR55 — Lightweight 


Only £69.95 


PRE OWNED VHS & 
pt 
12x bicony TELE BARGAIN PRICES 
PHOTO IN STOCK 


PHONE FOR 


SONY 
Video Walkman 
GV8 & GV9 
PHONE FORA 
KNOCKOUT PRICE 


DESK-TOP VIDEO PACKAGES 
AT AMAZING SAVINGS 


Brand New Value at 


PACK A 
£299.00 Amiga 500 computer, TV Modulator, Mouse, Workbench 1.3 Tutorial Disc, 512K RAM, CULLMAN 

0.5 Mle Memory, 1 Meg Internal Drive etc, plus Rendale 8802 Genlock. Total Value: VIDEO 
£699.01 OUR PRICE £499.95 inc VAT TRIPODS 
Pack B STOCK! 

sn oop ae As Pack A, plus 512K Memory expansion and Video Generic Masters Software. Total NOW IN 3 

for Booher octal Value: £799.00 OUR PRICE £599.95 inc VAT 
Bargain £59.95 Pack C 


As Pack A, plus 512K Memory Expansion, 3.5” External Disc Driver, Video Studio 
Software and Mode Switch for Genlock. 


BATTERY 


HAMA Total Value: £999.00 OUR PRICE £799.95 inc VAT DISCHARGERS 
VIDEOCUT & RGB/Composite Monitors/Receivers from £199.00. Colour Printers from “al bs HSC oe 
VIDEO SCRIPT £349.00. Hard Drives, Monitor Consoles, etc, available from stock. IN STOCK! 


EDITORS 
IN STOCK 


Over 50 Video sonwars pada available from stock. 
Please ‘phone for details. 
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CANON CBEI 

Car Charger 
Adaptors for 
VME1/VMEIN 


Bargain £19.95 


SONY WATCHCAM 
SECURITY 
SYSTEM 


Only £299.95 


PIONEER SD26 
26" Monitor/Receiver 
Stereo — High Res 
Normally £999 
Bargain at £499.95 


Local Authority 
and company 
welcome 


All prices include VAT but 
exclude postage/carriage 


Aico/Tokina 
SLIDE COPIERS 
MRP £59.95 
OUR PRICE 


£39.00 


TOKINA 

VC 250 

2.5 — 5x 
Zoom Telephoto 


Only £229.95 


SEMI FISH EYE 
0.42 WIDE 
ANGLE LENS 


£39.95 


PANASONIC 
WIJMX12 
SVHS Digital 
Production Mixer 


Phone for price 


CREATIVE 
FILTER KIT 
For Camcorder 
Set of 6 Quality Filters 


Value at £17.99 


MAIL ORDER 


Express delivery nationwide at a 
nominal charge. Postage & Pack- 
ing or carriage extra. 

All goods subject to 
availability EXOE 


more likely to sit on a recorder 


Here's what “What Video” said 
about us: “Leading Midlands 
Video store in Leicester which 
is so tightly packed with video 
gear that if you sit down you re 


VIDEO ACCESSORIES 


SAVE £300 ON 


A BRAND NEW FULL SIZE VHS 
FERGUSON CAMCORDER 
FCO7 ( : FERGUSON FCO8 
VHS-C << 

CAMCORDER ~~ 


CCD chip, fully automatic for ease of use. 1/ 
1000th second shutter speed option and two 
speed 6:1 power zoom lens. 10 lux low light 
recordeing. Fitna erase head for cleaner 
editing. Audio dubbing facility. Date and time 
titling facility, animation facility. 

Complete with comprehensive accessory 
pack consisting of battery, ry. charger, 
AC adaptor, RF unit, AV dubbing cable and 
soft carrying case. 


Recharge Camcorder 
Batteries on the Road! 
Camcharger plugs into the lighter socket 
to recharge Sony type of VHS-C type 

batteries quickly, with or without the 
engine running. Features built in short 
circuit and overload protection. Make 


Autofocus, Auto macro, 6x power zoom, 
auto white balance, auto BLC, high resolu- 
tion CCD, 10 lux sensitivity, high speed 
shutter, tngger alarm, flying erase head, 
auto hace, tape remaining time 
indicator. 

poner with baller, battery charger, 
AC adaptor, cassette adaptor, cassette, RF 
adaptor and carrying case. 


itt your camcorder truly portable. BRAND NEW 
agli yo ag slag Fantastic Val with 12 months full guarantee. 
ALL THIS FOR ONLY amMesie ras. Unrepeatable bargain 
£499.95 inc VAT £19.95 £699.00 inc VAT 


SONY 
Deluxe Hard Cases 
For protecting your investment, bat- 
teries and tapes. Can be adapted to 
hold most camcorders. Foam-shock 
absorbing interior. 


Normally £79.00 
Bargain at £14.95 


VIDEO 
LIGHTS 

All-in-One Videolight with battery and 
charger. For perfect lighting every time 


you shoot. W bulb capacity. NP 66 bat- 
tery included. 


Superb Value 


£49.95 
VIDEO PROCESSORS/ 


HANCERS 
S-VHS COMPATIBLE 


JVC GXSV77 
£499.95 


Add music to your video from any other source. 
Individual volume for each output plus original. 


Normally £49.95 


Our Price £29.95 


TRIPODS —-* 


MICROPHONES 


Largest selection of camcorder micro- 
hones — Audio Technica, Sony, JVC, 

Percaans Canon, Orion, etc. 

Audio Technica 9300 


* 


Massive range of tripods in stock % 


Specials include. 
£49.95 SONY XVC900 Lightweight hidheod..... £29.95 
Orion Super bi-directional Heavy Duty fluid head £59.95 
£29.95 £599.95 For smooth movement ~ 


CAMCORDER BATTERIES 


Vast stocks of all kinds of camcorder 
batteries in stock. 


Examples: , ae 
Put thi ‘ophone where the action is for . 
Sony NP22 superb quality audio on your video tapes. | High quality at superb prices! 
SY ica ok These popular lenses increase your cam- 
Sony Np77.... ~ eect conten | capabilities and let YOU create 
Sony NP77H .......cccccsssreeeeeLII-79 | Sima, Soundcatcher ......... , higher quality videos! 


Panasonic VB30...........00++ FD MAXON .ecccccccosesccesseesssccesees A 4x £79.95 5x £119.00 6.5x £139.00 


TOP QUALITY 
Camcorder Soft Cases 


Rugged, plush, for maximum 
protection, quality and appeal. 


Auto-Flip Tele/Wide 
Video Lens 
Switches between 0.55 wide angle and 
1.5x telephoto without removing the lens 
from your camcorder! 


THE ULTIMATE IN FLEXIBILITY! 


only £49.95 


Get more into your shots with- 
out stepping backwards. In- 
crease your camcorders field of 
view by 50%. 


Bargain at 


£49.95 


JVC PRO-S 
HAS ARRIVED 
AT VIDEOQUIP! 
PHONE FOR DETAILS NOW 


WE ARE AUTHORISED JVC 
PRO DEALER 


IF YOU DON’T CALLUS | | 5 FOSSE ROAD SOUTH, LEICESTER LE3 OLP 
YOU’ ‘ 
ut eat cee "| |TEL: 0533 558818 BS Sonor 


VIDEO EQUIPMENT. | | TELEX: 342291 FAX:600348 E&OE 9.30-5.30 


MAIL ORDER OUR SPECIALITY [a 
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All Equipment 
Brand New & 


Guaranteed for 
12 months 


Extended Warranties 
available 


Details on 


request 


Bi-directional Electret con- 
denser microphone for 


camcot 


Normally 


rders 


£74.95 


Bargain at £29.95 


Ambico 


Car Adaptors 
For CC Using 
NP22 Batteries 


£19.95 


2x Telephoto 
0.5x Wide angle 
Complete set 
at only 
£59.95 


PANASONIC 


VHSC motorisep 
CASSETTE ADAPTOR 


Normally 


£39.95 


OUR PRICE £24.95 


SONY NP4000 
Nicad battery 


including 


charger 


Normally £199.90 
Our Price £90.95 


Uo 


F 


ITT ® PIONEER LOEWE. 


VIDEO BAUER (WUD) -- 


FISHER Goodmans 


Canon 
SONY 


AAAEERS 


f 


AARAAAAN 
PENTAX 


vd 


@ SANYO 
BOSCH 


PHILIPS 


DK Panasonic ZUG" 


@ MITSUBISHI 
wma 


88 samsunc Pits ett Pied 


B08) 


CASIO 
ot 


OSHIBA SLIK NEC GRUNDIG 
. audio-technica FERGUSON OLYMPUS @ HITACHI 


‘ 


JVC tr 


TWICKENHAM HI-FI 


12 LONDON ROAD, TWICKENHAM, MIDDLESEX TW1 3RR 
HONE FOR LOWEST PRICE 


P 


PHONE FOR MAIL ORDER ON 081-891 3004 


AKAN GER OO binciges Ss cwiesexs 2enaceebenttwstorees SALE 
PARAS FSGS ics ctissasaaiisssuastoinasebaccees SALE 
AKAIVG (SEK 5. «onc ze oceronsne iiaities saivahanc SALE 

é SALE 


MITSUBISHI HS-B12 


MITSUBISHI HS-B27 ............ccccccceeceeees SALE 
MITSUBISHI HS-B32 .............00cccceeeseeee SALE 
MITSUBISHI HS-B82 ............ccccceeeeeee SALE 
MITSUBISHI HS-B70 ............000:ccceeeeeeee SALE 
OVGIRD SAG i, vc. secatce ccc odcsaMt vvarsaseecte SALE 
IVOMRIDSSO), cs ctet. tev, arene deesremetie tes SALE 


ING HAD GOO sisitsctsscendne cesnyentananniwan 


PANASONIC NVFS1000 
LOEWE OC650 
SONY SLV-353 
SONY SLV-757 


PHILIPS VAGSO5% ssa inte) sac gattaasvoteousse SALE 
SHARP VGAIOS wi. cutsttitrecediatiens cdeeseh SALE 
SHARP NGAI Ss oents.Dcins casces daccecctave SALE 
SHARP VOTSAQ oh toc che ages odbae stant day ce SALE 
SHARP VCAGT Be ctwaruss ede skaatent ear SALE 
SHARP VGIOIO 2k. ss tones cumens sot cre SALE 
SHARBVGDIOS iusaishssteacrd eds het eae. SALE 


AKA! =FULIRANGE 3. cd gicceeese@eestisdliis SALE 
MITSUBISHI—FULL RANGE ................... SALE 
PANASONIC —FULL RANGE.................... SALE 
JVG-=FULERANGE f.0. fvciecetseateatessioaden SALE 
PHILIPS=FULL-RANGE's:,..3.2.000..c0s0e00 SALE 
SHARP—FULL RANGE 3.22:......c0e0ceenseeess SALE 


IN CAR SPECIALIST. 

HI-Fl — TV — VIDEO CENTRE 
EXPORT MODEL TV AND VIDEOS 
AT LOWEST PRICES 


A_PHONE CALL COULD SAVE YOU MONEY AND TIME 


CAMCORDERS 


PANASONIC NVMS2..............0000cccceeenees SALE 
PANASONIC NVMS90 ............ceceeeeeeeeees SALE 
PANASONIC NVM10.............02....c0002.2 SALE 
PANASONIC NVMC30 ...... eo. etic ceeeeeeeees SALE 
PANASONIC NVMC20 ...........ceeeeeeeeeeeees SALE 


SONY CCDF250 


MITSUBISHI HSC40 oe ceeeeeeeeeeee ees SALE 
IVC GEOTOODS siisas verse ceiiousns cueasselclcual SALE 
NV GGRS TH astistactcants « fscusruanansevactvaions SALE 
I VGHS 107.9. as sine otencctevasber ss neues coenee SALE 
VEG ROO ie cen dsrcatuicctana tot taaetccmtad atone SALE 
WVGGHSIOR, sc cstoctucnt thasivngabeccmcnt tes’ SALE 
INGGRSOG a, anacars ccna nthe inehe cinta SALE 


PHONE FOR BEST PRICE 


TOO MANY TO LIST PLEASE PHONE 
US FOR ANY OTHER MODELS 


ALL GOODS GUARANTEED FOR ONE YEAR 


NO GREY IMPORTS 


F380 te Sita Titles, 


Auto Manual . 


£799.95 


+ 90 Min Battery 
Worth £60 


F50 


Amazing Features Too Many to 
Mention 

| CALL IN FOR A 

| DEMONSTRATION 

| + 90 Min Battery 

| Worth £60 


"£899, 95 


rs) TR-55 

y World’s Smallest Camcorder. 
6xZoom, Auto Focus, Digital 
Titles. 


woe 90 ~ Battery £999. 95 
Canon £50 


8x zoom, 
remote control with 
telemacro and titles 


| 
| 
| 


battery worth £45. 


MEET BILL FORBES FOR AN 
EXPERT DEMONSTRATION OF 
THE LATEST EQUIPMENT. 


VIDEO EDITOR’S AND MIXERS 
FROM PANASONIC, SONY, 
VIVANCO, KRAMER, VIDEO- 


TECH, VIDEO LINK ee From £69, 00 


LARGE RANGE OF 

| VDEO TRPODS From £39.00 
VIDEO LIGHTS 
MANSLIGHTS From £49,95 
WIDE ANGLE 
TELE LENS From £39. 95 


MICROPHONES 
FROM TIE-CLIP RADIO MICS TO DIRECTIONAL 
BOOM MICS. 


SOFT BAGS, RAIN JACKETS, CHEST PODS, 
FILTERS, BATTERIES FOR MOST 
CAMCORDERS. 


MC-20 
(7, VHS-C Automatic. Easy to 
use. Great Picture. 


+ Battery and £699 95 


3 Tapes Worth £60 
MC-30 vus-c wit Hi- £999.95... 
Fi Stereo Sound. What Video 
Camcorder of the Year. 
+ Battery and 
3 Tapes Worth £60 


Light Worth £100 
i 


M-10 Fut size vis 
CAMCORDER with 8xZoom, 
Hi-Fi Stereo Sound + Zoom 


Mic. J 
£1099.95 


+ Battery and 


MS- 90 Supersonic 
—_ VHS-C. 8x/10x 

m, Hi-Fi Stereo Sound & 
bist Titles. 


£1199.95 


+ Battery, Soft 
Case and Tripod £100 


PART EXCHANGE 
AND MAIL ORDER 
ENQUIRIES WELCOMED. 

PHONE 041 339 3722 


MS-2 Full size s-VHS for 
the Semi-Pro user, superb 


picture quality. 
£1499. 95 


+ bial A ad 
Worth 


PES Scotland’s Camcorder Specialists PRS 
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What Video BEX September 1990 


JESSOP VIDEO CENTRES 
One Stop Video Shopping! 


St IU 


Canovision s 02° 


£89.85 
Licensed Credit Broker. 


Written quotations available 
on request 
NY > 
YY , 
Y 


FEATURES: 
@ 8x Zoom @ Sports Viewfinder 
@ Flexigrip Hand Grip 
@ Long Play Tape Facility 
@ Character Generator 
@ Infra-red Remote Control << 
@ One -fouch 
Operation 
@ Self/Interval 
Timer 


E120 £2.76 | SE180XP £9.97 | E5-90HI8 £16.98 
E180 £299 | EC30EHG £3.87 | P5-90 £6.67 
F249 £399 | SEC30XD £8.48 | P5-90 TWIN £12.94 


IF YOU FIND A GENUINE CURRENT CAMCORDER OFFER, WHICH IS AVAILABLE FROM STOCK, 
BELOW OUR PRICE FOR ANY FULLY U.K. GUARANTEED EQUIPMENT, THEN LET US KNOW AND 
WE WILL BEAT THAT OFFER! 

(on Jessop 


0% Credit is applicable on all Camcorders soma sein 


s 
prices). 


What Video September 1990 


JESSOP 1Q THE INTELLIGENT CHOICE 
[.<...| FOR VIDEO ACCESSORIES 


oes 
VIDEO CONVERTERS FROM £29.90 TO £52.90 


VIDEO CONVERTERS 

1010 0.42 Semi fish eye £29.90 
2010 0.5 8 1.5X Converter £49.89 
3010 2X Tele converter £29.90 
4010R 0.55/1.5 Rev £29.90 
7010R 0.55/1.5 Man Rev £39.90 
8010R 0.55/1.5 Auto Rev £49.89 
9010R 0.55/1.5 Auto Rev with hood £52.90 
MICROPHONES 

SPP 1000 £34.95 SPP1100 £49.95 
SPP 1200 £49.95 SPP600 £25.95 
TMM 900 = £21.95 

MISC ACCESSORIES 

VA 201 Video/Audio Switchbox £22.95 
VA 202 Audio/Video Enhancer £29.95 
VSM Sound Mixer £28.95 


VM101 Wireless Mike £69.95 
MICROPHONES 
Se een  . FROME21.05.T0£49.95 


WIRELESS MICROPHONE SYSTEM Model VM-101 £69.95 


INTRODUCTION The VM-101 system is specifically designed for your camcorder. The VM-101 comprises: transmitter, receiver, Built-in 
Microphone, Monitor earphone and Pocket-clip. This system operates in the 173.8MHz in which interference is low. For clearest 
transmission and reception. 


WHY WORRY ABOUT 
BATTERY LIFE, A 
BATTERY BELT COULD 
GIVE YOU 


¢ VHS-C BELT £89.95 * NP55 BELT £84.95 
¢ CANON 8mm BELT £84.95 


* SUBJECT TO CAMCORDERS POWER SPECIFICATION 
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‘fe 1/4000 Shutter 


ESsoP JESSOP VIDEO CENTRES 


fo cae 


One Stop Video Shopping! 


JVC 


JVC GR-S707 eur? 


@ Pro-Spec S-VHS-C Format 
with Full-Size Drum 

e@ 8x Power Poom 

e Full Auto and Manual 
Exposure Control 

@ Time-lapse : 

@ Animation SS 

e Many more editing features. 


JVC GR-S70 


@S-VHS-C 

@ 8x Zoom 

e@3 Page Superimpose 
e@ Animation Option 


SONY CCD-F380 | SONY CCD-F500 


@ 8x Zoom @ 8x Zoom 


@ 4 Lux Low Light @ 3 Lux Light 


@ Superimposer 
/ 


e 4 Page Superimposer 


JVC GR-S99 


e@ Super VHS-C Hi-Fi Sound 
e 8 Colour Fader 
e Variable Time-lapse 


e Animation Lid ( 
e Self Timer ¥ 


JVC GR-65 


@ VHS-C 
@ 3 Page Superimpose 
@ 8x Zoom 
e@ Animation 
Option 


SONY TRS5 


e Ultra Compact e 6x Zoom 
e@ 1/4000 Shutter 
@ Superimposer 


=— Panasonic 


PANASONIC MC20 


@ Lightweight (1.2kg) 
VHS-C Camcorder 

@ 6x Power Zoom 

@ Piezo AF hg 

@ 1/500 & 1/1000 Sec 
Shutter 

@ Flying Erase Head 

e Fade In/Out 

e@ With Soft Case 


PANASONIC M10__.”V 
Ss 

@ Full Size VHS / bg 

Camcorder 

@ Hi-Fi Stereo Sound 

e@ 8x Power Zoom 

@ Flying Erase Head 

@ High Speed Shutter 


= / 
ie / 


PANASONIC/SONY CAMCORDERS —- HUGE STOCKS - 
EXPERT ADVICE —- CALL IN FOR COMPETITIVE PRICES 


(on Jessop 


0% Credit is applicable on all Camcorders =a: 
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JESSOP JESSOP VIDEO CENTRES 
One Stop Video pping! 


Hi Fi STERE 


FEATURES: 
@ LIGHT WEIGHT - 940 GRAMMES FEATURES: 
@ AUTO TRACKING FOCUS 


(without battery pack) 
@ 6x ZOOM ® 8x POWER ZOOM 


@ HIGH SPEED SHUTTER 
@ MULTI PATTERN METERING SYSTEM @ HIGH SPEED SHUTTER 1/2000 
@ 8 COLOUR CHARACTER @ HIGH 8mm FORMAT 


ERATOR 
bisa iy Sie(tacoh al @ WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL 
FACILITY 31 


GREAT PART EXCHANGE PRICES GIVEN! 
TRADE IN YOUR OLD CAMERA OR CAMCORDER FOR THE LATEST IN VIDEO EQUIPMENT 


MAIL ORDER ENQUIBIES JESSOP VIDEO CENTRES 


All general & mail order enquiries only to our 
sctributi : ABERDEEN 31/33 Market Street 0224 573 140 LIVERPOOL 19/21 Williamson Street 051 709 7887 
pisidibutioe acer Nach ghd ebehegne ea ap ela BATH 8 Shires Yard Milsom Street 0225 442252 LONDON 11 Frognal Parade Finchley Rd NW3_ 071 794 8786 
Road, Leicester LE3 1TZ BIRMINGHAM 69 Smallbrook Queensway 021 6326831 LONDON 67-69 New Oxford Street WC1 071 240 6077 
Tel: 0533 320033 TELEX 347110 FAX 0533 320060 BOURNEMOUTH 10 Albert Road 0202 296021 MANCHESTER 11 StMary'sGate  ~ 061 834 8132 
BRADFORD 6 Bank Street 0274 393262 MIDDLESBROUGH 7 Newport Road 0642 230707 
TELESALES HOTLINES BRIGHTON 125 Queens Road 027321493 NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 23 Newgate St 091 261 8280 
New Equipment (0533) 320432 BRISTOL 98 Whiteladies Road Ciifton 0272 742914 NORTHAMPTON 1 Abington Square 0604 230490 
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm BRISTOL 8 St Augustine's Parade 0272 293978 None 9 Weatlegate 0603 617724 
: CAMBRIDGE 38-39 Green Street 0223 323511 NOTTINGHAM 32 Market Street 0602 418586 
Used Equipment (0533) 313191 CARDIFF 41 The Hayes 0222 394567 OXFORD 63 George Street 0865 790086 
CARLISLE 9 Devonshire Street 0228 512640 PETERBOROUGH 8 Cowgate 0733 558728 
NATIONWIDE SECURITY DELIVERY COVENTRY 21A Cross Cheaping 0203 229528 PLYMOUTH Armada Centre 0752 672287 
ba ane 5s acti aire at Aiea gO I STIS ST CROYDON 12 Norfolk House Wellesley Road 081 6869565 PLYMOUTH AUDIO 102 Cornwall Street 0752 669282 
Main model video £5.00 Accessories (post) £2.00) JRRVSET pas Isa ’ (0332 200419 POOLE 91 The Dolphin Centre 0202 676289 
DONCASTER 12 Cleveland Street 0302 341323 PORTSMOUTH 15 Arundel Street 0705 822831 
COMPETITIVE PRICES -HUGE STOCKS DUNDEE 33 Overgate 0382 202763 READING 7 Duke Street 0734 508755 
AVAIL ARIEIN All JEGGOP BRANCHES EDINBURGH 27 Shandwick Place 031 2299854 SHEFFIELD 9 Commercial Street 0742 755275 
ae - ; GLASGOW 167 Hope Street 041 248 2457 SLOUGH 26 Queensmere Centre 0753 693094 
(Stocks may be limited. Please ring for details) GLOUCESTER The Oxbode 0452 300689 SOUTHAMPTON 19 East Street 0703 638753 
HANLEY (S-O-T) 6 Charles St East Precinct 0782 286621 SUNDERLAND 57A Fawcett Street 091 510 0881 
: HULL 15 Jameson Street 0482 226956 SWANSEA 6 Bellevue Way 0792 456332 
Due to circumstances beyond our control all our IPSWICH 51 Buttermarket 0473 210436 TAUNTON 1 St James Street 0823 272986 
prices are subject to availability and change without KINGSTON-ON-THAMES Ceres Court Fife Rd 0815465622 WOLVERHAMPTON 10/11 Queen Street 0902 310758 
prior notice. EXOE. LEEDS 51-53 Wade Lane Merion Centre 0532 430900 WORCESTER 30 The Cross 0905 723400 
LEICESTER Photo Centre Hinckley Road 0533 530121 YEOVIL 57 Middle Street 0935 76776 
LEICESTER 43 Granby Street 0533 556468 YORK 2 Piccadilly 0904 645126 
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VIDEO PROCESSORS 


BRITAIN’S LEADING ‘VIDEQ-ACCESSORY’ MANUFACTURER 


ACT — AUDIO eViDED 


STAND-BY * * 


THE ‘MOST VERSATILE’ VIDEO PROCESSOR AVAILABLE!! 


‘ MAIN AUDIO FEATURES 
Following the huge success of our * All audio features are fully stereo or mono compatible 
‘AVP’ ‘i d h ‘AVP. * Right and left microphone ria “ad superimposing peiep voice-overs or a single microphone can be used if preferred 
- * Three channel audio mixer with independent level controls — (‘mic’, input, channel ‘A’ input and channel 'B’ input) 
we now intro uce t € * Tone control network comprising ‘bass’ and ‘treble’ controls 
Mk2’ with many added features. * Bass and treble controls ‘Cut’ and ‘Boost’ as required — Indispensable for getting pe Soe that you want 


* The tone control network is switchable for input ‘A’ only or to include inputs ‘A’ and ° 
* Stereo headphone monitoring of audio output — for more precise control of your audio mix and to avoid feedback from your TV 


This new unit will suit all of your * Master Audio Fader — Also sts ‘Lo-Level’ Audio Signals 


me ‘ * Two stereo outputs — For multiple dubbing, to two VCRs or a cassette recorder, if required 
* Extremely quiet (Lo-Noise) audio circuitry with inbuilt noise reduction 
editing and copying needs. * The very latest in ‘Integrated Circuit Technology’ has been used to insure superb audio performance 


* THE VE1 * 


WITH THE ‘VE1’ YOU CAN MAKE VIDEO 
COPIES AS GOOD AS OR EVEN BETTER THAN 
THE ORIGINAL TAPE! GUARANTEED! 


FEATURES 

* COLOUR SATURATION CONTROL — From nearly Black & White to Full Colour 
* VIDEO DETAIL ENHANCER — From ‘Soft to Sharp’ 

x Automatic SYNC-PULSE RESTORATION — For more stable copies 

* Connects between ANY two VCRs or Camcorder and VCR 

* Mains Powered — Adapter Supplied 


VIDEO COPY LEAD KITS ONLY INC. 


P&P 


SCART £6 inc P&P + VAT é THE ‘VE1’ IS THE BEST VIDEO-ENHANCER 
NORMAL £5 inc P&P + VAT £49.95 " THAT YOU CAN BUY! . 


LECTRON 


THE ‘AVP’ IS PACKED WITH FEATURES — OFFERING ‘TRUE’ VALUE FOR MONEY! 
— VIDEO — — AUDIO — 


* VIDEO FADER — Professional Fade to Black * ‘ACTIVE’ TWO CHANNEL AUDIO MIXER — two inputs 

* Switchable, Dual Direction, VIDEO WIPE GENERATOR * MICROPHONE INPUT and PRE-AMP LEVEL CONTROL For Superimposing VOICE-OVERS 
%* WIPES can be DISSOLVED Into the Picture & * MASTER VOLUME FADER and GAIN CONTROL for Boosting Lo-Level Sounds 

* Adjustable picture DETAIL ENHANCER — Soft to Sharp * FULL AUDIO MIX and CROSS-FADE CAPABILITIES 

* COLOUR SATURATION CONTROL with SPLIT SCREEN MONITORING * TWO AUDIO OUTPUTS for Duplication and Monitoring 

* ENHANCER BY-PASS SWITCH * ALL CIRCUITRY is ‘ACTIVE’ C.M.0.S 

* TWO SWITCHABLE VIDEO INPUTS — to Avoid Lead Swapping 


Pinko tan eat ta ar x , 
eee ai oF Tse rearunes__£99.00_1 
— CREDIT CARD HOTLINE — 0637-881319 — 


!!! FOR SAME DAY DISPATCH !!! 


x x x A MUST FOR ALL VIDEO ENTHUSIASTS x x x 
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S:P-E-C1-A:L-E-F-F-E-C-T'S. 


TEST 
REPORT 


Video Camera 
magazine says the 
AVP/MkIl is exceptional 
value for money. 


FOR CREATIVE EDITING OR COPYING BETWEEN A CAMCORDER AND VCR OR 2 VCRs 


MAIN VIDEO FEATURES * |Video detail enhancer — Softens or Sharpens the image 
x |Split-Screen facility — to see the image before and after processing r er OW 

* Video image reversal (‘+' to ‘—') great for titles and special effects x |Two video inputs — switchable from the front panel 
* Image reversal can also be used to record photographic negatives on video * {Two video outputs — for monitoring or multiple copies 
* Professional video fader with full ‘Sync-pulse stabilization’ * |Full electronic bypass on all video processing facilities ON LY 
* Fades to -black or white- * lActive noise limiting circuitry insures superb video performance 
A We wipe generator — wipes to -black or white- x |For use with any combination or video format 

ipes can be dissolved into the picture * |Housed in a metal case measuring approx 14” x 5” x 3” £4 49 00 
: vi leo level control — raise or lower the brightness or your image * [Mains powered € 


* Colour saturation control — from black and white to colour boost 


* 


* |Full 12 months guarantee inc P&P & VAT 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


* BUY AN ‘AVP’ AND GET A ’FREE’ HIGH QUALITY, DUAL-IMPEDANCE MICROPHONE — WORTH £24.95 x 


«, * BUY A ‘VEI’ AND GET A ‘FREE’ FOUR CHANNEL MICROPHONE MIXER — WORTH £39.95 x «, 
« * BUY AN ‘AVP-MK2’ AND GET A ‘FREE’ SET OF STEREO HEADPHONES — WORTH £12.99 « « 
& * BUY AN ‘SEG’ AND GET A ‘FREE’ VIDEO DISTRIBUTION AMPLIFIER — WORTH £49.95 * \ 

* BUY AN ‘AVP’ & ‘SEG’ FOR ONLY £179.00 — SAVING £69.00 ON THE NORMAL PRICE! x 


* BUY AN ‘AVP-MK2’ AND ‘SEG’ FOR ONLY £230.00 — SAVING £68.00 ON THE NORMAL PRICE! * 
* FULLY ‘PROGRAMMABLE’ REMOTE CONTROL HAND-SET — (With a total of 108 Memories) — FOR ONLY £45.00 — WAS £55.00 


* * HURRY! SPECIAL OFFERS LAST ONLY AS LONG AS OUR STOCKS LAST! * x 


* THE SPECIAL-EFFECTS GENERATOR 
THE ‘S.E.G.’ IS A MICROPROCESSOR CONTROLLED EDITING GENERATOR. 


It offers 30 different ‘Wipe’ patterns (or a video fader) with simultaneous stereo (or mono) audio fade. You do not need 3 pairs of hands to work the ‘S.E.G.’. You 
can connect two video and audio sources (A and B) and at the ‘touch’ of a button the ‘S.E.G.’ will simultaneously ‘fade out’ sound and vision, switch trom source 
‘A’ to source ‘B’, and then ‘fade in’ sound and vision from source ‘B’. You do not even have to stop your recording VCR. _ 


oo MAIN FEATURES * * a ar ate 


TIMER CONTROL — TO ADJUST THE SPEED’ OF THE WIPE OR FADE OVER a ‘30’ WI PE al PATTERNS - 


FULLY AUTOMATIC OR MANUAL CONTROL -—— 


SIMULTANEOUS ‘COMPUTER CONTROLLED’ VIDEO AND AUDIO FADES 

30 DIFFERENT ‘WIPE’ PATTERNS — HOR, VER AND DIAGONAL 

FULLY CONTROLLABLE ‘SWITCH-OVER’ FROM SOURCE ‘A’ TO SOURCE ‘B’ 

2 VIDEO INPUTS AND 2 VIDEO OUTPUTS 

FULLY STEREO OR MONO COMPATIBLE — 2 IN AND 2 OUT 

TOUCH SENSITIVE ‘MICROPROCESSOR’ CONTROLS 

10MHz BANDWIDTH — COMPATIBLE WITH ALL VIDEO FORMATS INC. SUPER-VHS. 00 
MANUAL ‘WIPES’ CAN BE STARTED OR STOPPED AT ‘ANY’ POINT Ld 


FULL SYNC-PULSE ‘REGENERATION’ MAINS POWERED 

SIZE APPROX. 10” x 6” : 2 ‘i * FULL 12 MONTH GUARANTEE INC. P+P & VAT 
ALL PRODUCTS ARE DESPATCHED BY RETURN WITH FULL LL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
MAIL ORDER ONLY 
To order or for details please contact: 


A.C ELEC TROIS eo: 2 sso onan 


UNITS 6/7 — BLUE LANTERN ARCADE — ST. COLUMB MAJOR — CORNWALL - TRO 6RL. 


2 ot Ot Ob ot Ot Ot ot ot OO Ot 
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OPEN BANK 
HOLIDAYS & : 
TILL 8PM ON : 
THURSDAYS 


OMPUTER, FAX, MOBILE T ELEPHONE, IN CAR SPECIALISTS 


cellent after service and reliable external airs by providing well equipped workshops & experienced engineers. 


Are you Lost? 
Losing Sleep? 
Confused which format 
to go for? 


Don't be, because Deans now 
have a special Helpline to help you 
the consumer with all your cam- 
corder worries! We will help you 
choose the right camera for your 
requirements. Our professional, 
trained staff will give expert advice, 
before you invest your hard-earned 
money in a camcorder. 


HELPLINE 071-723 3999 


(Ask for camcorder help) 


SURROUND SOUND — PHILIP 


DOLBY 
SURROUND 
| SOUND 
ea PSE RUE INFRA-RED 
REMOTE 
CONTROL 


AV 775 SURROUND SOUND CONTROLLER 


@ Master controller @ 4 channel sound 


for Audio/Video volume and. bal 
systems 
@ Variable-delay _ ance conuols 
Dolby Surround, @ 5-Programme dai 
Matrix — Sound ly or weekly timer I 
Stereo, Spatial 


@ Video Enhancer 
and Mono mode pe aan 
@ Electronic_source be resi sty 

selection: TV, CD: and level controls 

V, VCR 1, VCR2 @ Sound inject 
@ Either-way parallel aU iily 

dubbing between @ Audio muting 

VCRs Multifunctional 
@2%20W (IEC) @ Multifunctional 


switchable rear onus, - 
speaker output nip sale platroed 


@ left, right and RC-5 remote con 
centre (front) line trol (optional) 
outputs for sys- @ 360 mm wide Se 
tem extension ries 7 component 


ON DEMO, COME AND LISTEN 


DS-77 SunnouND Processor 


Movie-house sound for home video Video. 


will never be the same once your experieng® 

your favourite me nd concerts OnwideO 

tapes or discs accompanied by sound pro= 

cessed by the DS-77 It makes you feel as if 
95 you're sitting in the best seat of a first-rate 
' Movie theatre 


ON DEMO, COME AND LISTEN 

YOU WON'T BE DISAPPOINTED 
SE ECITE SVC RX100IV MARANTZ SP50, 
YAMAHA AVX 100V, TOSHIBA 1000 AND MORE. 


VIDEO PROCESSORS 


VCR 1044... PHONE Saatss 
VCR 2044..... PHONE (jit 

VCR 3044... PHONE 
VCR 4044... PHONE 


MX10............. PHONE 
MX12............. PHONE 
VWEC-300 .. PHONE 


VX99 


£249... 


AND"MANY MORE 


PHILIPS PIONEER BARGAIN 


VR6985 


HI Fl, NICAM | 1200)... 
LP/ SP RECORDING ’ A What Video Say “Good Machine, Super Picture” 


What Video Say: Great Sound and pic, excellent Compact disc video re- 
value, no other machine in its class offers both mote control, plays 
SP and LP recording and Nicam hi-fi : se sizes S, 5", 
SI ", 12” disc. 


VR6880 VR505 Wipe 229.95 $V2101 ke £299.95 


REMOTE CONTROL, LCD ™ - " VR515 £249.95 $V2801 ... £399.95 
MONITORS SCREEN, peng £479 Qt (as 
Cinema at Home for Under £2,000 SATELLITE 

8841 BSB 


104cm SUPERSCREEN COLOUR TELEVISION 


PICTURE QUALITY OPERATION STU902 


@ Remote control 


° ratio ME alin el @ OSD on-screen display for instant | WITH DISH 


act . f programmes and 
@ Fiat and square black matrix screen feview Oo! 
* functions 
ane a a oe OR SQUARIAI 
@ Viewing angles: 120° horizontal - 12" © 60 pre-selections 
vertical for relaxed viewing : 


@ High-resolution 7” picture tubes with RECEPTION 
liquid optical tube-to-lens coupling @ PAL! 


$ Fit rightness of 1000 Nt for feal TELETEXT 4 i ALBA SAT 300 60cm £260.00 
@ Low sensi forambient ight «© Fastext AMSTRAD SRD400 with built-in 
CONNECTIONS 


resulting in brilliant pictures 


SOUINY vipa Seo ITENOKIA SAT 1100 from £379.95 
@Vanabie level output for sound control lio. Video i i, PANASONIC TU51 00/61 0 PHONE 


using a separate audio system @ Audio. out (cinch) 

@ Al front 2 wide range tweeter Constant and variable level 
medium speakers and a bass retlex @ Surround sound 
woofer box @ Stereo headphone socket 


FREE DELIVERY ANYWHERE IN UK Free Delivery £38 


NEW RANGE OF TELEVISION FOR 90’s FULL RANGE NOW IN STOCK 


SHARP _LCD COLOUR TV’s 


CAMCORDERS Pocket Colour TV with 3” 
VCS1 000 VLC 670 LCD ee so hag 
WHAT VIDEO RATING VLC 750 


Rrice > >> > { 
Soukc renee wre WLC 770 detihededl RAP £299.95 
Features >> PP . | 
Tice of use Rabie | £299,9 iVLS 860 CASIOTY 400 nnn AOS 
CASIO TV 8100 ........ Ksicabceaseisiak TOOL 
CASIO TV 4100 ...... FOR 
CASIO TV 6500 2.7” Screen .... 
CASIO TV 8500 4” Screen... 
PANASONIC TCL1G. , ; .. BEST 
PANASONIC TCL3G.................. .. PRICE 
PHILIPS SLC2050............... .... £259.95 


Hi-Fi Digital Video, 
Universal Remote Control 


TELEVISIONS 
CT2158 ... ; 

GUAIBO 2 eisai aca EG 

CT2579 .. nes Poa! WHAT VIDEO 
C12879 Se . WINNER 


RING FOR DEAL 
vs112 £229.95 


VS66 £369.95 CLEARANCE LINES 
VS77 £BEST ° h le 5 
VS75 £PRICE 7 ‘ sina 
VS767 £339.95 i@! HRD 610 Video ; £RING 
VS765 £299.95 | HRD 320 Video - soe: £264.95, 
VS967 £BEST PRICE INUK HRD 400 Video ..... £280.00 
VSF15 £SALE : n On, NG HRD 500 Video ............ceeecceeeeses £310.00 
VSF30...... £SALE JUA JUS ? J HRD 530 Video £614.95 


VSF338 ......... ; SALE | sear ees ar aie Bae pas 
EES SALE | FREE DELIVEF FREE DELIVERY ON ALL JVC VIDEOS 


283 EDGWARE ROAD wes 


KILBURN x MARBLE ARCH 


LONDON W21BB i a 


~~ a Oe SEND FOR YOUR 
Al Re, a eens MAIL ORDER NOW! 


\ Gee é USE THE MAIL ORDER COUPON 
? BELOW TO AVOID PHONE JAM 


LEE a aS 
UNIVERSAL REMOTE 


RC775 The RC775 Universal remote contro! 
transmitter will operate virtually any intra-red 
remote controlled products. These include all 
audio and video components and systems from 
Philips or other manufacturers, as well as 
other types of remote-controlled equipment 
such as lighting, garage doors etc. 


Revolutionary still video camera which has integral recording, @ Pre-programmed for Philips RC-5 system 
playback and erasing. Provides instant playback onto TV via RF control 

or video inputs. Uses 2” floppy disc to store up to 50 images @ Programmable for virtually all infra-red 
Fixed focus lens 11mm F2.8 (equivalent to 60mm on 35mm remote contro! system commands by 
film). Shooting range 1.0m to infinity. Built in flash. Macro direct optical read-in (self learning) 
switch allows shooting down to 30cm. 230,000 pixels. Shutter " @ Text Programming 

Speed range 1/500 sec to 1/30 sec. Flash sync 1/125 sec @ Multifunction LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) 


- FREE 
CANOVISION E800 Hi ai : DELIVERY 


High band recording for improved image quality with outstanding 
colour and resolution. 8.5-68 F1.4 8x zoom lens. 420,000 pixel 
CCD. Digital superimposer and character generator 8 colours. 
AFM Stereo Audio, TTL Auto Tracking Focus. 180° reac + 
Sportsfinder as standard. 1/50, 1/250, 1/500, 1/1000, 1/2000 
shutter speeds (5). 25 zone white balance. Intelligent AE 5 zone 
metering. Remote control WL200. Remote terminal, 1.2kg 
without battery. High speed search (28x in LP mode). Stereo 
headphone terminal. Low light operation to 7LUX 


yey connect anit tant eon He qa by bole aa ‘ ( \ 
mm 6x ¢ Macro AF (from ieZ0 a 
VHRD 4890 IN STOCK VIDEO RECORDERS Autofocus + marital power focus 320 000 Rtolhy AFM stereo % VIDEO TAPES S-VHS 


sound. 180° Flexigrip. Intelligent AE 5 zone metering. 25 zone 
VHR3300......... white balance. Fade to white. Character Generator 2 nes of 160 aes FUJIE180 £9.65 
JVGE180 £8.99 


VHR 5200 characters. Digital titler 8 colours (as E640). SP/LP. 1/1000thiee ay 
teneeeees 1/500th shutters. IR remote control WL500. Flying erase Aad wie . MAXELI. F180 £8.99 
iL Pacha Low light operation to 4 LUX. Self timer. Recording reminder = 


PANASONIC F180 £9.75 
VHR D4160 


TOK E180... 


PUNE 80 SHG 


HCA1 Hard Case ee a Hi VL20....°5 £39.95 FUN! E240 SHG 
HCE30 Hard Case for E30, E50 VL30..... £99.95 FUuI E30 SXG PRO 
HC600 Hard Case for E640 } FUJIE120SXG PRO 
SCE708 Soft Case for Al, E708 TL55 (for A1) -- £64.99 fey ees PRO 
BATTERIES W066 (or Al) VCE180 PRO 
ICROPHONES MAXEL £180 HGX 
2 : DM300 00... eee £64.99 MAXEL E120 RX-PRO 
MM100.. oo, £69.99 MAXEL £180 RX-PRO 
MM200... cece, 20995 SONY £180 PRO-X 
MB100 £24:99 PANES 
epics: ° TDK E120HD 
RAIN SHIELD: TOK E180HD 
For all models if 9.9 TDK E120HD-XPRO 


TOK E180 HD-PRO 


CAMCORDERS 


JVC EC30 HG 


AQONI i JVCEC3O SHG £3.99 

ra LO UINIL JVC EC30 PRO £4.99 

ill al i _ FUJI EC30 HG £3.99 
Hl / i i? MAXELL EC30 EX £3.85, 


PANASONIC EC30 SHG £3.79 
TDK EC30 EHG £4.39 


TDK EC30 PRO 


CCDF 500 Site | 
CCDF 250 (Wess ct a 


MAXELL P590 

SONY P590 

TDK P590 

(Tapes Minimum purchase of 10 pieces) 


SOLIDEX 


FULL RANGE OF PRISM 


SERIES IN STOCK VIDEOS 


NEW FOR 90 VIDEO ACCESSORIES 
ith NVJ30B NOW VT-90 Superpac 
ALSO A ON-BOARD ANeaee aimee Fluid Panhead 
SATELLITE TUNER A ie ae Tripod 


NVF70B 


FUTURAVISION@17 | 
Text, Super VHS Molt : VS24w1 


7 OTHER MODELS AVAILA 


40 watt with subwoofer includ VS24A1 CAMCORDERS VT83 Chestpod £34.95 
with video housing. NEW FOR 90 M2000 Audio Mixer £54.95 
TV from 10” to 33” Multi- VS28A1 NVMS2B NOW M1088 Wireless microphone .... £99.95 
standard (including VS28W1 Sys : IN VL9300 Quartz videolight .. £120.00 
French System available). NVMS90B 8mm rewinder £37.95 


VS33A1 


VHS rewinder £32.95 
Splicer Kit £18.95 
Video Tape Slicer Kit 
for Multi Purpose 528 £16.95 
P99 Industrial Video 


2 YEARS GUARANTEE ON 
VIDEOS AND CAMCORDERS 


CV301 Auto Focus, 6x Power Zoom, 


Variable shutter ACCESSORIES cassette multi-winder £194.95 
speeds ......... £699 os VMAMC2B AC adaptor 69.95 VWACMIOE Car battery cord.15.95  VWLW2E Wideconlens ....... 74.95 OPTEX VS801 Power Cells .. £59.95 
L VWVBNE Battery 33.95  VWACMIE Car battery cord. ..14.95 — RPVMSGSE Stereo mic 54.95 
mess $V500 s-vis c Auto Focus, 2 speed 8x VBI 10EBatary 33.95  VWBMCIE Car battery charger79.95  RPVM7OE S.direc. mono mic $4.95 FULL RANGE IN STOCK — RING 
1E Battery 29.95  VWRMIEPause remote 8.95 VZCTTIEMini tripod 29.95 
ila lay. vate via integral VWVBC4E Battery 32.95 VWCBSUK Soft carrying case 39.95  VWSK2E Shoe adaptor 18.00 We stock accessories by 
re play, Ef 099. VWKIE Exit Cord 4.95 — VWCBIUK Soft carrying case 39.95  VWSK3E Grip type s/adaptor 34.95 i Videnli 
shutter speed ........ 99 WWSP7E Shou'der Pad 29.95  VWCG2E Character generator119.95  VZLS20E Video light 20W ......57.95 Canon, Panasonic, Videolink, 
WW6PCiE Handgrip 14.95 — VWLT2E Tele conversion lens 74.95  VWTCA7E VHS cass/adaptor 34.95 Optex, Vivanco 


HOTLINE 071-402 6666 — WORLDWIDE EXPORT — FAX No: 071-724 2135 


MAIL ORDER COUPON. Send to: NAME.. Ja ENCLOSE CHEQUE (Cat able to DEANS £. 
DEANS 283 EDGWARE RD, LONDON W2 1BB ADDRESS une EXP. D, 


ALL EXPORT § QUOTED PRICES SE EY qes3 naib aot t [il er 


We. resene the nght-to. change paces eins and. Pa Ee Oa oe 


SCOTLAND’s 


LEADING VIDEO CAMERA 
AND CAMCORDER RETAILER 


UK’s BEST PRICE UP TO £300 
ON CANON OFF SELECTED 
E50 CAMCORDERS 


FALCON 


VIDEO 


Units 1 and 2, ASDA Shopping Centre, 
Dyce AB2 OLM 


ABERDEEN 
Tel: 0224 723476/770826 
Open 7 days. Mon-Fri 9 am - 8 pm 
Sat.9 am-6 pm Sun 11am- 5 pm 
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Canon 


rs 


E 50 Kit xsl 
8mm Video Camcorder 
Complete Outfit M& 
only £579" 

SONY ~, 
CCD F 380 est 
8mm Video Camcorder 
Complete Outfit 
FREE TRIPOD 

worth £50 only £ I 49 54 
Panasonic >. 
Mc20 Sy 


VHS-C Camcorder 
Complete Kit 


only £599" 


Canon 
E800 Hi 


8mm Hi Band Camcorder < a 
Complete Outfit 


only 


93 EDGWARE ROAD 
LONDON W2 


071-724 7091/2 Fax: 071-724 7073 


@® MARBLE ARCH 


73 PRAED ST. PADDINGTON 


LONDON W2 
071-402 4808 
@ PADDINGTON 


SONY 
CCD TR55 


8mm Video Camcorder 
Full Kit 


Canon 
E6 Kit 


8mm Video Camcorder 
Complete Set 


only £89 w 


Panasonic 3» 
Ms 90 gle 


A, me £1,19 99 


Complete Kit 
Se Bee Ea Maa 
KONICA TAPES TAX FREE SALES FOR BFPO 
Prices per 10 pack ee ee 


PART EXCHANGE 


The best deals in town 
se 


3 & 5 Year 


BUYER'S 
GUIDE 


PHOTO-OPTIX PLEDGE TO BEAT ANY 
CURRENT ADVERTISED PRICE 
PROVIDING THE ITEM IS IN STOCK 
AND CARRIES AN OFFICIAL U.K. 
IMPORTER GUARANTEE 


only 


Sony GV8E <PECIAL 
SPEC 
Video Walkman >. _ 


Only £499 99 


ALL PRICES 
INCLUDE VAT 


Prices subject 
to alteration 


234 BAKER STREET 
LONDON NW1 
071-487 4378 
@ BAKER STREET 


187 KINGS ROAD 
LONDON SW3 
071-352 5756 

@® SLOANE SQUARE 


UNIT 5, 8 OAK ROAD 

EALING BROADWAY CENTRE 
LONDON WS5 081- 840 7028 
@ EALING BROADWAY 


34 BROADWAY 
LONDON SW1 
071-222 7828 

@ ST JAMES’S PARK 


39 CHURCHYARD 
HITCHIN, HERTS 
0462 459491 
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award winning 
Video and Camcorders << 
> fax 
from the Thames Valley's 
leading specialist 


NVMC30 

VHS C Format - 2 speed > 
-Hi-Fi Sound -6.1 Power 

Zoom 


WITH FREE 
NVMS50 LCD TV Ys 
SVHS C Format — Hi-Fi Sound — Half j 
inch CCD — Piezo Auto Focus 10 

months interest free credit offer. > 


< 


ANEW MODEL "oh ie, NVMC20 
NVM10B f y VHS C Format — Half inch CCD - 


Replacement for NVM7. - git 6.1 Power Zoom £60 worth of 
Mie Hi el - 8.1 Zoom e Wess accessories offer. 
i-Fi g We 


AUDIO VISUAL RETAILERS 
37 STOKE RD, SLOUGH SL2 5AH. Tel. 0753 38287 
254 HIGH ST, SLOUGH SL1 1BN. Tel. 0753 38288 
117/119 OXFORD RD, HIGH WYCOMBE HP11 2DN. Tel. 0494 28605/440453 
9 MARKET ST, AYLESBURY HP20 3RN. Tel. 0296 25119/84619 
11 WEST ST, MARLOW SL7 2LU. Tel. 06284 3555/75535 
3 CAVENDISH PARADE, BATH RD, HOUNSLOW. Tel. 081-570 7103 


85 CHISWICK HIGH ROAD, LONDON W4 2ES. Tel. 081-994 2464 


JVC SVHS THE VISION FACTORY 


PROFESSIONAL VIDEO 
PRODUCTION & FACILITIES 


47 WESTBROOK DRIVE, RAINWORTH, 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE NG21 OFB 
Telephone: Mansfield (0623) 796608 


EDITING SUITE AND 
FACILITIES COMPRISING OF: 


1 JVC BR-S811E PRO S-VHS/VHS Editing 
Recorder 


1 JVC BR-S411 PRO S-VHS/VHS Source 
Deck 


1 JVC RM-G410U Editing Control Unit 


1 JVC HR-D755EK HI-FI Stereo VHS 
Source/Edit 


2 JVC TM-10E-K Colour Video Monitors 


2 PANASONIC 1485 Colour Monitors 
PRO CLVASVHS EDITING SUITE 2 FIDELITY Remote Start C.D. Players 


2 CIRTRONIC Performer Remote Start 


Record Decks 
HIRE BY THE HOUR OR DAY 1 HARRISON SP2000 Professional Stereo 


Friendly help and advice on hand — Your film risa 


‘ ain 
h kend rates f - 
Tea Raine Tater i peas 4 Stereo Line/Phono Channels (+10dB EQ 
& Gain) 


Broadcast Trained Technical Operator 
Available. 


Postal Editing Service Available. 


1 Studio Monitor Module 
2 Broadcast Peak Programme Meters (to 


PFL & TX) 
Custom Titles and Effects Available. 1 SURE SM-58 Studio Microphone 
Sound Dubbing & Musical Tracks by 2 B&W DM220 Desk Monitor Speakers 


Commission. 


Filming Service Using JVC KY-17E/BR-S411E | HITACHI VM-500 Rostrum Camera 
(S-VHS/VHS Hi-Fi HQ). 1 COMMODORE AMIGA B2000 Computer 


1 G2 Videocenter Genlock 


STUDIO HIRE & EDITING 70 Way Audio Patching 
28 Way Composite Video Patching 


Extensive Record & C.D. Music Library 


SERVICES PRIGES ON REQUEST inc. Digital C.D. Sound Effects 


Specialists in Audio Visual Productions for: 
Industry, Commerce, Education, Entertainment, 
Leisure, Sport & Domestic Post Production 
& Editing Suite Facilities 
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NO 1 


MAIL 


Ono CENPRE 


IN CENTRAL LONDON 


7 ZANAN (MAIL ORDER CENTRE) 


WE SPECIALISE IN: TV’s, HIFI’s, VIDEO’s, CAMCORDER’s, COMPUTERS, PORTABLES, etc. 
NEXT DAY DESPATCH SERVICE. ALL GOODS SOLD WITH ONE YEAR GUARANTEE. 


WE BEAT ANY GENUINE ADVERTISED PRICE !! 


ACCESSORIES WITH 
PURCHASE OF ANY 
CAMCORDER 


CANON E800 


HI BAND 8mm sh 
Stereo Sound E Psa 


PANASONIC MS90 
SVHS-C 8x twin 

speed zoom 

hi-fi stereo 


SONY F380 
8x zoom, 1/4000 
sec. shutter 

4 lux ~~ -light 


PANASONIC MS2 
S-VHS full size 

with colour 

monitor 


JVC sehen 


Full size 
semi pro 
camcorder 


PANASONIC MC20 


VHS-C format 

6x zoom lens 

editing | 

SANYO VMD6 

8x zoom lens 


title facilities 
1/2000th sec. 
shutter 


PHILIPS VR6585 SAMSUNG $17220 AKAI VSA77 


Se 


AKAI VS967 PANASONIC NVJ35; 


PANASONIC NVF65 


PICTURE 


14” NIKKAI R/L 


14" SONY F R/C MULTI SYSTEM 


PANASONIC TX28A1 SONY KVDX27IT 


MITSUBISHI HSB11 


MITSUBISHI HSB21 «MITSUBISHI HSB31 Correa 


MITSUBISHI HSB32 HVC HRDS40 JVC HRD620 


AKAI VSF15 GRUNDIG VS680 SONY SLV270 AKAI VS75 


TOSHIBA V209 TOSHIBA V109 TOSHIBA V309 


TV + VIDEO’s 

AIR FREIGHT 
ARRANGED. 

WE ALSO MAIL ORDER 
17500 £SALE Pee ene ACCS. 
TV8500 £SALE S, VIDEO 
TV3100 £SALE LIGHT, TRIPOD ETC... 


CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE TO ZANAN LTD. 
OR PHONE Gi 071-631 5001 HOT LINE 


IF ear 
Mm” = 
Rn ae 


CASIO 
POCKET TV’s 


TV500 =£SALE 
TV1400 £SALE 
TV6500 £SALE 
TV430 = £SALE 


PAN. FS100 
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ACCESSORIES WITH 
PURCHASE OF ANY 
CAMCORDER 


SONY F500 

8x zoom. 1/4000 sec. 
shutter. Superb “ 

sill frame we 
PANASONIC M10 


Full size VHS 
8x power zoom 
hi-fi stereo a 


SONY TR55 

6x power zoom i 
1/50-1/4000 sec. gasses 
shutter. Small (3 
camcorder 


JVC GRS707 — 


C-format 
S-VHS 
Hifi: 


CANON A1 Hi 8mm 


10 power zoom 
high spec. 
camcorder 


PANASONIC MC30 


6x zoom 
stereo sound 


SHARP VLC670 


8x zoom SP-LP 
Date + Time | 


TECHNIQUE TAPES 


IMPROVE YOUR VIDEOS WITH 
THESE GREAT VALUE 
INSTRUCTION CASSETTES 


WHAT VIDEO and its companion 
magazine Camcorder User have 
joined forces to bring readers a 
great series of video techniques 
tapes for the home or professional 
enthusiast, produced for us by EBA 
Video. 

New to the range are High Tech 
Captions and High Tech Effects II. 

The former features 85 captions 
with all-new animated visuals, 
rostrum-generated, with Quantel 
Mirage effects. 

The latter has over 100 exciting 
and completely caption-free 
animated visual effects to add the 
professional touch to any 
programme. 

To facilitate editing, each effect is 
numbered and most of the effects 
start and end on black. 

The effects, visuals and captions 
on these tapes are suitable for a 
wide range of programmes including 
weddings, documentaries, home 
movies, training films and sports 
presentations. 

Both are supplied on either VHS 
cassette at £21.95 or 8mm cassette at 
£2.95 (both plus postage & packing). 
BB Also an absolute must for either 
the intending or experienced cre- 
ative video maker is the What Video- 
Camcorder User series of 
techniques tapes. 

Made in association with JVC — 
but applicable to all formats and 
aspects of video — they form the 
most comprehensive set of home 
training programmes ever offered. 

The five separately available cas- 
settes each cover two subjects and 
are professionally written. They are 
presented by TV personality Lesley 
Judd in clear, easy-to-follow 
language to help you get the very 
best from your camcorder. 

The two subjects are covered 
thoroughly on every tape — real star 
value — with step-by-step visual 
explanation of camcorder 
capabilities. You’re shown the skills 
of using filters, close-up work, 
programme planning, sound 
tracking and more. 

Choose either of the new High 
Tech tapes, or any one of the two- 
part TECHNIQUES tapes (nos 1-5) 
listed here. Or take this opportunity 
to acquire a thorough encylopaedia 
of video-making by buying all seven 
tapes at the special price of £133.65 
plus p&p. 


fo edit onto 
our own 
ome format 
video 


THE TWO-PART Techniques tapes are 
as follows: 

PROGRAMME 1 — Know Your 
Camcorder: a guide to the features on a 
modern camcorder and the reasons for 
the various settings and adjustments. 
Plus Production Techniques: a guide 
to the techniques employed in video 
production. 

PROGRAMME 2 — Creative 
Techniques: a look at the creative 
techniques that can make your 
programmes look more professional. 
Plus Lighting Techniques: how to 
illuminate your subjects and use lighting 
to the best creative effect. 
PROGRAMME 3 — Special Effects: 
impressive-looking special effects, machines and how to create and add a 
animation and creative titles, all new soundtrack. 


[cn eet AL yd ee ae eee ieee Leet rat 


PRIORITY ORDER FORM — Please supply: 


copy(ies) of HIGH TECH CAPTIONS @ £21.95 (8mm @ £25.95) | £ 
copy(ies) of HIGH TECH EFFECTS Il @ £21.95 (8mm @ £25.95) | £ 
copylies) of PROGRAMME 1 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES @ £19.95 | £ 
copy(ies) of PROGRAMME 2 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES @ £19.95 | £ 


copy(ies) of PROGRAMME 3 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES @£19.95/£ | 
Le 


achieved with a single camcorder. Plus 
Sound Techniques: how to gain better 
sound quality on your recordings. 


PROGRAMME 4 — Using Effect 
Filters how filters can create moods and 
images and how to use them to combat 
adverse lighting conditions. Plus Macro 
And Close-Up: discover the exciting 
world of macro and close-up video 
photography. 

PROGRAMME 5 — Programme 
Planning: the importance of planning 
your shots and how to produce a 
shooting script. Plus Two-Machine 
Editing, Soundtracking: an in-depth 
look at creative editing using two 


copy(ies) of PROGRAMME 4 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES _@ £19.95 
copy(ies) of PROGRAMME 5 CAMCORDER TECHNIQUES _@ £19.95 
ALL 7 TAPES £133.65 (or £143.65 with 8mm High Tech tapes) 

PLUS POSTAGE AND PACKING _ x See note below 
NB: Available on VHS ONLY, except High Tech tapes TOTAL 


IMPORTANT. Post and packing — for 1 tape, ADD £1.95. For 2 tapes, ADD £2.45. For 
3 tapes, ADD £2.95. For 4 tapes, ADD £3.65. For 5 tapes, ADD £3.95. For 6 tapes, ADD £4.45. 
For 7 tapes, ADD £5. FOR NON-UK ORDERS, POSTAGE IS DOUBLE. 


NAME: (CAPITALS) 
ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE: 
DATE OF ORDER: 


SIGNED: 


Send complete order form to: Tapes Offer, WV Publications, 57-59 Rochester 
Place, London NW1 9JU. Please allow 28 days. Cheques payable to WV 
Publications Ltd. 

Overseas orders: note payment in pounds sterling only. 


WV/SEPT 
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Stockists of Sony, Panasonic, JVC, Hitachi, Canon, 
Akai, Mitsubishi, NEC, Ferguson. 


See Page 73 for prices & lists 
223 Tottenham Ct Rd, London W1 
Tel: 071-637 1619 


15 Tottenham Ct Rd, London W1 
334 Edgware Rd, London W2 
Tel: 071-723 0916 


LOW 


es TV : VIDEO - HI-FI 


Open: Mon-Sat 9.30am-6pm 
Main dealers of: Panasonic - JVC - Akai 
Hitachi - Sony - Ferguson : Mitsubishi etc 


313/35 EDGWARE RD, LONDON W2 Tel: 071-402 2441 
67 TOTTENHAM CT RD, LONDON W1 Tel: 071-637 9787 
round Statior 


“= to Goodge St n) 
42 TOTTENHAM CT RD, LONDON W1 Tel: 071-636 5974 


287/289 EDGWARE RD, LONDON W2 Tel: 071-723 5891 
(H.L. Smith & Co Ltd) 


yey Pac HF 
u VIDEO + TV 
HI FI& VIDEO 

Guaranteed Lowest Prices 


All Top Brands Stocked 
450 ROMFORD ROAD, 


FOREST GATE, E7 
Telephone 081-552 2903/081-470 3499 


DAVID INGRAM 


RADIO — HI-FI — T.V. CENTRE LTD 
42-43 Lower Marsh, London SE1 
= SALE Tel: 071-261 1446 SALE ES 
WE ARE AUTHORISED MAIN DEALERS FOR: 
SONY, PANASONIC, HITACHI, 


JVC, MITSUBISHI, SANYO, 
TECHNICS, PIONEER, TDK 


GREENFORD 
PHOTOCENTRE 


440 GREENFORD ROAD 
GREENFORD, MIDDLESEX 


UB6 8SG 
Telephone: 081-578 0256 
SANYO VMD6P £599.99 
SONY TR5S £999.99 
PANASONIC MC20 £699.99 
JVCGR-S77 £999.99 


STOCKISTS OF MOST MAKES OF VIDEOS 
AND ACCESSORIES 


BABBER 
ELECTRONICS 


158 Uxbridge Road, 
West Ealing, 
London W13 8SB 


Tel: 081-579 6315 


) 


e a 
UnBiT 
Video Camera Specialists 
PANASONIC, SONY, CANON 
FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES 
RING FOR LOWEST PRICE 
40 High Street, Keynsham, 
Bristol BS18 1DX 
Tel: Bristol 0272 864701 


y 


[HAMLETS CAMCORDER PROMISE 
WE WON'T BE 


Visioncare 
128 Ladypool Road 


Sparkbrook 
Birmingham B21 9LR 


Tel: 021-771 3094 
Fax: 021-766 6100 


Telephone: 061-428 8180 


MITSUBISHI @ PANASONIC 
SONY @ JVC @ PIONEER 


at 
TTC DISCOUNT 
SUPERSTORE 


378-386 Foleshill Rd/A444 off M6, 
Coventry, West Midlands 
Telephone 0203 689265 


TRU-FL  ascour 
VIDEO 
10-12 Grosvenor Road, 
Aldershot, Hants. 
PHONE: 0252 26390/332424 
Hours: 9.30-6pm 6 days 
RETRA MEMBER 


GORDON 
HARWOOD 


Photographic & Video 
Specialist 
69/71 High Street, Alfreton, 
Derbyshire DES 7DP 
Five Minutes M1 exit 28 


TELEPHONE: 0773 832078 


UNBEATABLE PRICES 
TV - Hi-Fi — VIDEO - CAMCORDERS 


Pioneer, Sony, Technics, Panasonic, 
Kenwood, Sharp, Ferguson etc 


0% Credit/Credit Cards Welcome 


Panatec Ltd. 


83 High Street, Gillingham, Kent 
Tel. 0634 576270 or 573141 
No Grey Imports. All UK Guarantee Models 


ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 
FOR ALL MAJOR BRANDS 


TV — CAMCORDER — VIDEO — AUDIO 
& IN CAR STEREO 


Ring for quick delivery 
0474 
FAX: 0474 535937 


138 Pelham Road, 
Gravesend, Kent DA11 OJH 


Terms, Rental and 
Service 
Akai, JVC, Mitsubishi, Toshiba 


ACTION REPLAY 
THE VIDEO CAMERA CENTRE 


BEATEN ON PRICE! 


AND we're on your doorstep! 


a + 
Lu IMLET'S 


44 High Street, Cheadle, Gtr. Manchester. 


PANASONIC, SONY, CANON 
Full range of accessories 
Ring for lowest price 
THE ARMADA CENTRE 
MAYFLOWER STREET 
PLYMOUTH 
TEL: 0752 226101 


410-412 CROYDON ROAD, 
BECKENHAM, KENT 


TEL: 081-650 7194 
MAIL ORDER WELCOME AS WELL 


eer Fag "2 


The Avenue Centre, Commercial Road, Boumemouth, Dorset 
Telephone: 0202 532762/298699 

ALL SATELLITE SYSTEMS AVAILABLE 
INCLUDING SMATV 

(Satellites for hotels, clubs, pubs, schools and colleges) 
ALSO TV, HI-FI, VIDEO 

Mitsubishi, Ferguson, ITT, Philips, Sharp 
SALES AND SERVICE - APPROVED DEALER 


6/8 COTHAM STREET, 
ST HELENS WA10 1SA 


3 STAMFORD NEW ROAD, ALTRINGHAM 
EXPERT ADVICE ang 
DISCOUNT PRICES 
ST HELENS 0744 26246 

ALTRINGHAM 061-927 7585 


PHOTO VIDEO CENTRES 


BEST CHOICE 
BEST PRICES 
BEST SERVICE 
ON THE LARGEST SELECTION OF 
VIDEO EQUIPMENT IN THE COUNTRY 


Videoquile 


THE VIDEO SPECIALISTS 
5 FOSSE ROAD SOUTH, LEICESTER LE3 OLP 
Telephone: 0533 558818 


WE BEAT PRICES... 
ON THE SPOT! 


» TELEPHONE ORDERS 
»® PERSONAL COLLECTION 


| COLOURAMA 2000 LTD | 
Cr aren cents] 
32 CHURCH RD, NORTHOLT, MIDDX. 


Tel: 081-841 4321 


(Fax: 081-841 1399) 


FOR THE BEST QUALITY 


on Video Recorders, Camcorders, Television, 
Hi-Fi, Satellite Systems and Audio and 
Video Accessories. 


JVC, SONY, MITSUBISHI, TOSHIBA, 
SALORA, TECHNICS etc 


Contact: FRENCH 


52 DORDON ROAD, DORDON, 
TAMWORTH 
Telephone: 0827 892252 


S| ORIENTAL 


AUTHORISED DEALERS FOR SONY, 
PANASONIC, JVC and many others 


548 MOSELEY ROAD, 
BIRMINGHAM B12 9AD 
TELEPHONE 021-449 6437 


RADIOVISION 
SERVICES 
No. 6 King Street 
Bedworth 
Coventry 


(0203) 314427 


DISCOUNT WEST 
No. 3 Angel Place 
Bridgewater 
Somerset TA6 3TQ 


(0278) 453286 


SURREY 
Stockists of Sony, Panasonic, JVC, 

Hitachi, Canon, Akai, Mitsubishi, NEC, 

Ferguson. 

See Page 73 for Prices and Lists 
43 CHURCH STREET, 
CROYDON, SURREY 

Telephone: 081-681 3344 


TRU- Fl zi DISCOUNT 
VIDEO 
2 Central Parade, 
Warwick Quadrant, London Hill, 
Redhill, Surrey 
PHONE: 0737 766128/767404 
Hours: 9.30-6pm 6 days 
RETRA MEMBER 
F scount 


TRU-FI 


2 Cromwell Road, 
Redhill. 
PHONE: 0737 66128/6704 
Hours: 9.30-6pm 6 days 
RETRA MEMBER 


John 
McLachlan 
TV 


56/58 OLD SNEDDON STREET, 
PAISLEY PA3 2AP 
Tel: 041-889 3026 


WE STOCK ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
3 DUNN SQUARE, PAISLEY PA3 
Tel: 041-887 1775 


FALCON VIDEO 
SCOTLAND’S LEADING VIDEO CAMERA 
AND CAMCORDER RETAILER. 
UNITS 1 & 2 
ASDA SHOPPING CENTRE 
PYCE, AB2 OLM 
ABERDEEN 
TEL: 0224 723476/770826 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


JD BROWN 


Tayside’s 
Video Centre 
PANSONIC, JVC, SONY & CANON CAM- 
ERAS & ACCESSORIES 
28-36 CASTLE STREET, 
DUNDEE DD1 9NZ 
Telephone: 0382 26591 


rT V¥N-E SDE 


MPS 


IMAGE HOUSE 
17 CARLIOL SQUARE 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
TELEPHONE 091 261 8166 


BRITAIN'S BEST SELLING VIDEO MAGAZINE 


AIWA 


BOSE 


SPEAKERS 


[+| FISHER [*] 
@ HITACHI 


JVC 


PHILIPS 
SONY. 
TOSHIBA 


AKAI 


GRUNDIG| 
Hotpoint 
KENWOOD 
Panasonic 
Y) PIONEER 
SHARP 


Technics 
WHARFEDALE 


ZANUSSI 


57-63 North Parade, Bradford. 
Tel: 722530 (10 Lines) 
287-291 Harehills Lane, Leeds. 
Tel: 490188/488031 
57 Otley Road, Headingley, Leeds. 
Tel: 752285 


RADIOVISION 
SERVICES 
No. 2/3 Bellcourt 
Stratford Upon Avon 
Warwickshire 


(0789) 69354 
‘Tylers 


TELEVISION & AUDIO SPECIALISTS 
PHOENIX HOUSE, 
1 NEW STREET, WORCESTER 


PANASONIC - SONY - HITACHI 
DEALERS 


TEL: 0905 26281 


RADIOVISION 
SERVICES 
46 St. Andrews Square 
Droitwich 
Worcestershire 


(0905) 770661 


WALKERS 


FOR THE BEST DEALS EN 
ON VIDEO & 
CAMCORDERS ON im 
THE YORKSHIRE 
COAST Pl 


Tel: 
0723 
365024 


IMPORTANT — 
ADVERTISING COPY 


Although every advertisement is 
carefully checked, occasionally 
mistakes do occur. We 
therefore ask advertisers to 
assist us by seams their 
advertisements carefully and 
advise us immediately should 
an error occur. We regret that 
we cannot accept responsibility 
for more than ONE INCORRECT 
insertion. 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE 
DEALERS’ 
DIRECTORY 


Phone Sam Grayson on 


071-485 
0011 


CLASSIFIED SECTION 


All advertisements must be prepaid postal orders or cheques (no cash accepted) 
payable to “WV Publications’, 57/59 Rochester Place, London NW1 YU. 


See what good value an insertion can be. 
Call Sam Grayson on 071-485 0011 


LIBRARY CASES 


Cassette Case with gold blocking on spine in 6 
colours, Red, Black, Brown, Blue, Green & 
Tan. £1.00 each inc. p&p 
Buy 6 GET ONE FREE 
Black with transparent cover 75p each inc p&p. 

All enquiries to 


PRINCE VIDEO & ACCESSORIES 
35 Ellesmere Drive, Sanderstead CR2 9EH. 
Please send cheque or postal order with order. 
Full range price list on request 


USE THE 
BEST 


ee ws 
E180 


High quality VHS tape cassettes 
KONICA E15 85, 


s Tel: 081-657 4940 

A 

> 

A BRAND NEW 
1a BLANK 

& VIDEOTAPES 
D 

Ee 


HGXE30 
HGXE60 
HGXE120 
HGXE180 
HGXE240 
EC30HGX 
3M COLOR-' PLUS. 


BRANDED BULK MAXELL VIDEO. TAPES 
AVAILABLE — BEST PRICES 

Tapes are bulk packed and have no sleeves. 
VAT + Carriage extra. Duplication service 
also available. For full price list and details 
contact: Videoplan Services, Unit 3, Forest 
Hill Business Centre, Clyde Vale, Forest 
Hill, London SE23 2JG. 

Tel: 081-291 4576. Fax: 081-699 4019. 
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O27 


IMPORTANT 
ADVERTISING COPY 


Although every advertisement 
is carefully checked, 
occasionally mistakes do 
occur. We therefore ask 
advertisers to assist us by 
checking their advertisements 
carefully and advise us 
immediately should an error 
occur. We regret that we 
cannot accept responsibility for 
more than ONE INCORRECT 
insertion. 


Add VAT at 15%. Carriage free on orders over 
£100, otherwise £5 on UK mainland. Next day 
delivery. Pieces may be mixed to achieve 
best rate. 


Carousel fapes 


Unit D, Inchbrook Trading Estate, 
Woodchester, Stroud GL5 5EY. 


EN 045-383-5500 Zz 


' COPYRIGHT FREE MUSIC 


EXPRESSIONS © 


Copyright free music cassettes 
8 titles now available:- 

Mixed Moods Vol. 1 (10 tracks-45 mins) 
Mixed Moods Vol. 2 (8 tracks-45 mins) 
Slow Music Vol. 1 (9 tracks-45 mins) 
Slow Music Vol. 2 (9 tracks-45 mins) 
Fast Music Vol. 1 (10 tracks-45 mins) 
Fast Music Vol. 2 (9 tracks-45 mins) 
Haunting Music Vol. 1 (8 tracks-45 mins) 
Haunting Music Vol. 2 (8 tracks-45 mins) 
Price £4.75 each or any 3 titles of £12.95 inc P&P 
(U.K. only) 

Orders normally dispatched within 48 hrs. 
Send cheques or P.O.’s to:— 


EXPRESSIONS MUSIC, 


Mill View, Peasenhall, 
Suffolk IP17 2LJ. 


BIG SCREEN PROJECTORS 


GIANT 
SCREEN 


Video Projectors and Wide 
Screen TV’s bought and sold and 
hire 
Nationwide Delivery & Service 


Contact Sean Roche on 
021-354 2393 (24 Hrs) 


THEMES 
(Pioneers in affordable Relialteh free music) 
tein ee 


THEMES: v hide s party tunes/mixed) 
Still available: 
THEMES SERIES ONE: 
Nine cassettes available from £3.75 
Send Now for the Free Catalogue! 
Send pave le o 's to. 
G. McCANI 
AlV Productio 

‘Myrtle’, 8 Park Road, Builth Wells, cet Tbe 3BA 
Telephone: 0982 553830 


Tel. (O71) 485 OOLL (14 lines) 


BLANK TAPES | _ WEDDING CASES 


A.M. VIDEO SERVICES: The video case specialists 


KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK kkk 


DELUXE RANGE: 


case. 


WEDDING DAY 
Top of the range, luxurious, OUR WEDDING DAY 


soft padded foil embossed OUR SON'S WEDDING DAY 
OUR DAUGHTER'S WEDDING DAY 


£2.40 


{+ 10p P&P each) 


KKKKKK KKK KKK hk k kkk KKK Kk Kk kk 


EMBOSSED RANGE: 
Excellent quality rigid, 
silver foil embossed 
case. 


WEDDING DAY 

OUR WEDDING DAY 

OUR SON’S WEDDING DAY 

OUR DAUGHTER'S WEDDING DAY 


£1.50 


(+ 10p P&P each) 


Kaka KKK KKK kK Kh kkk kkk kkk kak 


ECONOMY RANGE: 

Top quality cases complete 
with beautifully designed 
inserts 


WEDDING DAY 

OUR WEDDING DAY 
ENGAGEMENT 
SILVER WEDDING 
BOYS CHRISTENING 
GIRLS CHRISTENING 


ONLY 


(+ 10p 99) | 


ADULT PARTY 
CHILDRENS PARTY 
18th BIRTHDAY 
2ist BIRTHDAY 
PLAIN CASES — 
‘SIX COLOURS 


KKK KKK KKK KKK aK KKK Ka KK KKK 
FREE CATALOGUE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST * PERSONAL DESIGN oi — 
* * * * Normal Delivery Within One Week 


CHEQUE WITH ORDER PLEASE, PAYABLE TO: 


ERVICES 


12 ST CLEMENTS CLOSE, ARDSLEY, BARNSLEY, S. YORKS $71 SDD Tel: 0226 200709 


THE PREMIER 
RANGE 


OUR WEDDING DAY 

WEDDING DAY 

OUR SON’S WEDDING DAY 

OUR DAUGHTER’S WEDDING DAY 
OUR SILVER WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

OUR RUBY WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

OUR GOLDEN WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

SILVER WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
RUBY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 


BABIES CHRISTENING 
18 AND 21st BIRTHDAY 
OUR SON/DAUGHTER’S 
FIRST BIRTHDAY 


7 VIDEO 


BRITAINS BEST SELLING VIDEO MAGAZINE 


WEDDING CASES 


iveriiages, 
ye L Dayrig 


Our exclusive design embossed in silver 


£1 95 each (inc. VAT & P&P) 


Discount on bulk orders. 
Cheque with order to 
SOUVENIR VIDEOS 

93 Pilsdon Drive, Poole BH17 9EJ 
Tel: 0202 601675 


WEDDING VIDEOS presentation cases. Pro- 
fessional white case/silver lettering £1.50 ea. 
£13.90 per ten inc p&p. Cheque with order to: 
Celebration Videos, Cophall Farm, Polegate, 
BN26 6QL. Tel. (03212) 5767. 


RAIN/STORM 
PROTECTIVE JACKETS 


Safeguard your Camcorder/Video 
camera from the elements 


FROM ONLY £24.95 inc P&P 


Cheques to: CHERISHED VIDEOS, 
Moorfoot Avenue, 
Chester-Le-Street, 
County Durham DH2 3AJ 
Tel: 091-388 5856 


GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 


£2.50 EACH 
* BULK PRICES * 
10 — £2.25 
20 — £2.00 
40 — £1.90 
100 — £1.70 
All Prices Include p&p 


SOUTHERN 
VIDEO 


SERVICES 


50 MAYFIELD CRESCENT 
BRIGHTON, E. SUSSEX 
BN1 8HQ 
Tel. 0273 558320 


: VIDEO 


BRITAINS BEST SELLING VIDEO MAGAZINE 


|_FORSALE | 
VIDEO HEADS 


From £25 


FIT YOURSELF IN 20 MINUTES 


Send or Tel for FREE photographic 
instructions and price 
. State model no. 


U-VIEW ELECTRONICS 
29 Warmsworth Road, 
Doncaster DN4 ORP 
Tel. 0302 855017 
ask for Extension 3 
7 Days — 24 Hours 


LA = 


ALL PARTS 
TV AND VIDEO 
SPARES EMPORIUM 
TRADE & PUBLIC RETAIL OUTLET 
Ferguson/JVC video heads 
from only £11.99 
Panasonic video heads 


Controls Phone 


Deta 

ALLPARTS, 101 ROCKY LANE, TWERROOK, 
LIVERPOOL 6 4BB. Tel. 051-260 4825 
Mon-Fri 10am-5.30; Sat 9am-5.30 


:VIDEO 


BRITAINS BEST SELLING VIDEQ MAGAZINE 


TO ADVERTISE 
RING: 071-485 0011 


SERVICES *« SERVICES 


PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICES 


Video, TV, AV, Hi-Fi, Cameras 
Sales and Service 


FERGUSON 


CAMCORDERS 


FV395 SUPER VHS 


FOR TV & HI-FI PLEASE PHONE 


0860 211 580 


FAS! ___ DELIVERY SERVICE 
—— Sevenoaks, Kent 04592 4452 


PROFESSIONAL AND 
DOMESTIC SERVICING 


To all makes of 
VIDEO/TV/CAMCORDERS, EDIT SUITES 
& VISION & AUDIO MIXERS 
Central London or by Post 
081-968 0360/70 Fax 
SAV SERVICES 
29 Beethoven St, W10 4LG 


ABC Video filming services 


S VHS and VHS editing suite for hire with 
or without an operator. Ask about our low 
daily hourly rates! 

*'Mail order editin 

* Cine/video transfers 

* Duplication facility 

* Digital standard conversions 

* Commercial filming services 


266 Plungington Road Préston Lancs. 
PR2 3PR (0772) 715957/749098 


NEED HELP? 


INSTITUTE OF 
VIDEOGRAPHY 
446 BURNLEY RD, ACCRINGTON, 
LANCS BBS 6JU 
Institute of Videography 
The only recognised regulatory body to 
cater for all aspects of video productions 
invites you to apply for membership. 

iries: 

9-5.30 weekdays 


The IAC offers many services to film, 
video and A/V enthusiasts . . . 
technical advice, copyright clearance 
scheme, help in choosing music. 
Ring 03722-76358 for membership 
details or write to. 


63 Woodfield Lane, 
<> Ashtead, 
Surrey, KT21 2BT. 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN WHAT VIDEO 
PHONE SAM ON 
071-485 0011 


Enqu' 
Tel: 0254 386659 


PRODUCTION CO. 


TRAINING COURSES 


SEE OUR MAIN ADVERT ON NEXT PAGE 


Over Eighty Commonly Used Captions/Titles for you to Edit 
Directly into your own productions 
Produced on broadcast edit suite. 

All copies on Professional Grade Branded tapes. 
£14.50 inclusive 
£19.50 inclusive 

8mm £19.50 inclusive 

S-VHS £24.50 inclusive 

S-VHS-C £24.50 inclusive 


Cheque with order please to Video Vision, Aizlewoods Mill, Nursery Street, 


Sheffield S38GG Fax. (0742) 823239 


Tel. (0742) 823238 


X 

ch 
a 
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COMPUTER TITLING 


AMIGA GRAPHICS SYSTEM 


YOU CAN BUY AN AMIGA SYSTEM FROM ANYWHERE BUT THESE 
PEOPLE BOUGHT FROM TRIANGLE TELEVISION: 

Ametek, Ampleforth College, Bath College, Bolton Institute of Higher Education, 
BP Petroleum, British Gas, British Telecom, Brooklands Technical College, Cairo 
University, Camberwell Art College, Canterbury College, Channel 4, City of 
London Police, Essex Fire Brigade, Eton College, Glasgow College of Technol- 
ogy, Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Service, Greater Manchester Police, 
Guildford College, Hertfordshire Health Authority, HM Customs, Imperial War 
Museum, Kent Fire Brigade, ey College, Lincolnshire Police, Liverpool 
Polytechnic, London Borough of Greenwich, London College of Printing, Lowes- 
toft College, MoD, Nacro, Open University, Oxford University, Paston 6th Form 
College, Peugeot-Talbot, Pilkington Glass, Polytechnic of North London, Queen 
Elizabeth College, Royal Navy, Ruston Gas Turbines, Saatchi and Saatchi, 
Salisbury College of Art, Shell Research, Sky Channel, Staffordshire College, 
Staffordshire Fire and Rescue, Seltech, Thames College, University College 
Swansea, Western Health and Social Services. and over 100 home & semi-pro 
videographers. 

WHY? Because 1) we are not ‘‘Box Shifters”, 2) we will help you decide exactly 
the Amiga System you require to suit your budget, 3) we'll train you how to use it— 
for FREE! 4) being video producers ourselves, we understand your needs and so 
we try all Software & Genlocks first before we recommend anything, 5) we still 
offer the best prices in the UK 


Complete systems from £575.00 inc.VAT!! 
TRIANGLE TELEVISION 
130 BROOKWOOD RD, LONDON SW18 5DD 
TEL: 081-874 3418 


FAX: 081-877 1029 


AMIGA RENTAL STARTUP AMIGA 
Complete Amiga Titling/Graphics Systems SOFTWARE 


available, e.g. complete system with Ren- Give your tapes that professional look with this 
dale 8802 for VHS ONLY £12 per day or amino Bees nigh gives you: 
£60 per week. Or wth G2 SVHS/Umatic 1) Professional VTR Station Clock 
Genlock £16 per day or £80 per week. 2) Colour Bars in Overscan 
OTHER AMIGA SYSTEMS AVAILABLE 3) Copyright Notice 
P.0.A. ALL FOR ONLY £25.95 inc. p&p 

H Your logo and name can be incorporated in the 
30 min Introductory Course £10 clock & notice if required. Will run a any Amiga 
All prices exclude VAT. Deposit & |.D. with no extra memory. Available from: 

required on rentals. 


TRIANGLE TV 
Tel: Triangle TV: 081-874 3418 


WEEKLY AMIGA & VIDEO EDITING COURSES 


Tel. 081-874 3418 
Available at Triangle TV. All your questions answered by Amiga/Video 
Graphics Guru, John Chalk, as seen on BBC’s “Software Show”. 
Courses from £30 per person. 

Phone us on 081-874 3418 for details/availability etc. 


COMPUTER TITLES MADE EASY 


From the originators of domestic titling software 
For the 48K/128K SPECTRUM computers ONLY 


Professional quality titles for your video films are so easy with the right software, Our customers write:- 
“Perfect. Absolutely amazed at the tape, wonderful value for money" — Mr S. Snyder. (Notts.) * “My 
sales of videos have doubled." ~ “Everyone comments on the titles" — Scott & Sutherland Photo Studio, 
Leominster. * “Better than the advert had promised” — Gibside Video, Whickham. * “Greatly improved 
my video production, giving them a far more professional appearance.” — Mr G, Sweeny (Middlesex), * 
“My colleagues at the Cornwallis Video Club are most impressed." — Ken Hopper. (Maidstone). * 
“Fantastic, brilliant.” — Mr R. Hickling. (Nous.). * “A snip at the price.” — WHAT VIDEO (May 87). 
*. An absolute bargain! Several sizes and title fonts, fade, wipe, scroll, dissolve, automatic timing option, 
excellent on-screen prompts, for £15?!" (WHAT VIDEO review, October 88) 

Quick and easy to use, Superintro is a favourite around the world with professional and amateur film 
makers. Just type your titles to fit the laid-out pages and Superintro will do the rest with fades, wipes, 
cuts and scrolls 


 PROTITLE 


; Will transform 


OTT 
cite 
\ -Fabes, 


- a PIETY: 


LUS LTS MOREL 


our Spectrum : 
into a TIYLING ‘SUPERSTAR = 
ae 


Ht 
Infinitely more complex, but just as friendly, Protitler will create title sequences that are unique to YOU! 
Using four character styles and eleven effects, (italics, thick, bold, ete), every line of text can be any size, 
any colour, anywhere on screen. DESIGN YOUR OWN PAGES, choosing from 40 screen effects 
which include 16 scrolls, pattern generators, (hearts & arrows etc), curtain effects, and best of all, you can 
draw your own backgrounds! (Drawing program supplied.) Mr Anderson of Newton Abbot writes — “I 
thought you would have an awful job to improve on ‘Superintro’ but ‘Protitler’ is fantastic. I just can’t 
leave it alone!” 
Protitler is also ideal for live window displays, shows, lectures, parties, or advertising and can also 
produce posters from a printer. 
Full instructions are supplied for successfully recording the computer RF signal on any domestic VCR or 
you can fit your computer with a COMPOSITE VIDEO socket for direct connection. For the 128+ and 
128+2 (early model, with light grey case) we supply a plug-in adaptor. For the 48K, the new 128+2 and 
the +3 (disc drive) Spectrums, we supply a small socket which requires soldering into the computer. (An 
easy DIY job). Full instructions are supplied. 


SUPERINTRO 
PROTITLER .... 
+3 Version for disc . 
48k, 128+2A & +3socket (Please specify) ... 
1284S: 2 adaptor ces ssncss sees sezestenns quer isees res £5 
Special offer. Both programs + socket or adaptor. Just £35. All prices include postage in EEC Add £1 for 
airmail anywhere. Phone your order if using ACCESS, EUROCARD or MASTERCARD. Cash On 
Delivery is available in GB only for an extra £3. Phone (8.30 am to 7.00 pm GMT, Monday to Saturday) 
and we will send you more details or send a cheque/postal order for VERY prompt delivery. 


95 EXISTING CUSTOMERS NOTICE 
. £25 Update to PROTITLER at super 
; low price! — Call us! 


Available only from 


HALL VIDEO PRODUCTS 
147 Gladstone St., Winsford, Cheshire CW7 4AU. Phone 0606 551925 


WEDDING 
VIDEO TRAINING 


A weekend course 


Start up your own wedding video business or earn an excellent 
income working for other wedding video companies. 

Previous experience or your own video equipment not 
necessary during the course. 

Two days of extensive training plus an additional Saturday on 
location attending actual weddings. 

Followed up by an extra eight hours of support training with. a 
three hour supplementary wedding training videotape. Help in 
getting started. 


The tutors are Malcolm Squires and Brigitte Schussler, owners 
of one of London’s most successful wedding video businesses. 


Both are I.L.E.A. and G.L.C. registered tutors in video 
applications & technology. 


The courses will be held in the VideoWorks Co’s premises and 
participants will gain a Certificate in Wedding Video-film Making 
from the London School of Photography. 


The course fee is £185 and the course is limited to six 
participants. 


Accommodation can be 
arranged if required 


For a brochure ring: 
The VIDEOWORKS 
Production Co. 
on 081-546 2250 


THE 
VIDEO 
WORKS 


PRODUCTION CO. 


COMPUTER GRAPHICS 


RECORDING 
COMPUTER GRAPHICS 
ONTO VIDEO 


G2 Systems 
shows you how... 


A New Video Tape 
instructing Amiga users in 
the mysteries of 


CODING ¢ GENLOCKING ¢ KEYING 


‘Video and the Amiga’ £10 inc. pp from: 
G2 Systems, 5 Mead Lane, Farnham, Surrey GU9 7DY 
Tel: (0252) 737151 


Training courses throughout the year in 

collaboration with TV-Video Industry 

* Professional Video Editing Techniques 
(5 days full-time) 5 Mar, 30 Apr. 25 June. 3 Sep ‘90 

% Production and Video Workshop 
(5 days full-time) 16 Apr, 11 June. 6 Aug. 8 Oct. 3 
Dec 90 

% Video/TV Post-Production and Studio Design (5 
weeks full-time) 19 Mar. 14 May, 9 July, 10 Sept, 5 
Nov ‘90 

% Standby Studio Live. (5 days full-time) 16 Apr, 11 
June, 9 Aug, 6 Oct, 3 Dec ‘90 


% Television presentation course (2 days full-time) 1 
Mar, 23 Apr. 26 Apr. 18 June. 21 June ‘90. 


* Also Tailor made courses and Studio Set-up Consul- 
tancy (Day to day basis) 
Telephone SAV PRODUCTION 
for more details 
SAV Services 


29 Beethoven Street, London W10 4LG. 
Tel: 081-968 0360/70. 


S. A.V. Production Services 


BUY! SELL! EXCHANGE! 


Buy sell and exchange ALL video/audio 
euler (also all video/audio cassettes 
ind records). NOTHING refused. 


Music and Video Exchange 
28 ones Road, 
Notti | Gate, 
London W11 3HL. rel 071-727 0424. 


(Open 7 days 10am-8pm) 


PS TRADING 


TV @ VIDEO @ HI-FI © 
SATELLITE SYSTEMS 
Also ex-catalogue 
All in stock now! At competitive prices 


a A 
Trade Enquiries Welcome 
Open to public 4.30 to 8.30 weekdays; all day Saturday 


TEL. 0785 223779 
UNIT 4, TILCON AVENUE, BASWICH, STAFFORD 


FOR SALE 
NTSC PURE LASERDISC 
COMBI PLAYER FROM PIONEER 
Te 2070-——— 
aan FRAMESTORE @ Be Daca y @ J0G/ 


SHUTTLE REMOTE @ COMPLETE WITH SAMPLE SOFT- 
WARE @ TRANSFORMER @ INSTRUCTIONS ETC 


only £595.00 
TEL: 071-603 4833 
after 7.30pm 


- 


BRITAIN'S BEST SELLING VIDEO MAGAZINE 


VIDEO DUPLICATION 


AUDIO DUPLICATION 


OVERNIGHT COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY 
ANYWHERE INTHE UK 


VISA-ACCESS FACILITIES 


= ) 
A | | VISA 
a PN 
‘ 


NTSC-PAL-SECAM 


\/\ STANDARDS CONVERSION 


VIDEO CASES 


VIDEO CASSETTES 


/=4 
AUDIO CASSETTES 
FAST TURNAROUND 
LOWEST PRICES 
TOP BRAND NAMES 
FREE CASSETTES 


MONEY OFF VOUCHERS 


WRITE myers PHONE FOR PRICE LISTS- 
BROCHURES AND MONEY OFF VOUCHERS 


PROFESSIONAL 
MAGNETICSLTD 


CASSETTE HOUSE 329HUNSLET RD. 
LEEDS LS10 INJ ENGLAND 
TELEPHONE: LEEDS (0532) 706066 
FAX NO (0532) 718106 


BH Video Services 


ARRAN RAN NAAN RAN ANS 


For hire: 


SM) 3 machine edit suite 


2 x AG7330 players plus AG7500 
recorder 
MX12 digital mixer 
FOR. A-ec740 edit controller, Amiga 
500 Graphics, Sony cassette deck 
plus CD player. For dry hire or with 
editor, very competitive rates. 


Tel: 0703 601195 


DUPLICATION 


VHS copies from £1.50 each including High Grade 
tape, any quantity from 1-1000. 


BLANK TAPES 


E180 AGFA High Grade Blank tapes boxed with 
labels only £9.99 for 5. 
MRH DUPLICATION 
30 St. Thomas Drive, 


Rawnsley, West Midlands 
Tel: 05438 71014 


Video/Audio Leads 
Connectors/Accessories etc 


Just about every kind of lead, connector or accessory you would ever need for the 


video enthusiast. 

Scart Leads 

Sound Mixers 

Camera Microphones 
Video/Audio Enhancers 


All prices inc. VAT + p&p 
For your free catalogue send a large SAE to: 


K+M ELECTRONICS 


PO BOX 23, PUDSEY LS28 5XE 


OR TEL. 0532 552717 


0831 239406 


TIRED NICADS? WIPE OUT NICAD MEMORY PROBLEMS WITH OUR 
BLACK BOX DISCHARGING UNIT. 
Fully Automatic, Completely safe and easy to use. 
AVAILABLE FOR SONY NP22 or NP55/77 and PANASONIC JVC 9.6V GRIP 
TYPES (Please state). 
(Many others in pipeline, phone enquiries welcome) 
JUST £14-99 inc pap 


KEENE ELECTRONICS 
90 ALBERT ROAD, CHADDEDEN, DERBY DE2 6SG 
Telephone: 0332 672 794 


DIGITAL 
STANDARDS 
CONVERSION 


To and from all worldwide systems and formats at 
competitive prices 
VHS AND VIDEO-8 CAMCORDERS FOR HIRE 


At Daily, Weekend and Weekly Rates 
Telephone us for any video-related enquiry 


081-993 6772/3 


Fax: 081-993 9982 
11 HIGH STREET, ACTON, LONDON W3 6NG 


VIEWPOINT 
DUPLICATION 


TO AND FROM S-VHS, VHS, BETA, VIDEO 8 
FAST TURNAROUND 
NO SURCHARGE FOR SMALL ORDERS 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
TEL: 0272 254196 ANYTIME 
20 Raphael Ct, Somerset St 
Caxton Gate, Bristol BS1 6FF 


GILBERT FILMS LTD est 1960 


FILM TO VIDEO TRANSFER 
9.5mm * STANDARD 8 * SUPER 8 
* 16mm * 35mm SLIDES 


DIGITAL STANDARDS 


CONVERSION 
aie 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS: 
TEL: 0234 852084/0234 51384 
7 LIME STREET, BEDFORD MkKA40 1LD. 


T E T B U RY etnean rate 


STUDIO FACILITIES 
~_Vak =) — @ POST PRODUCTION/ON LINE EDITING 
VV COMMERCIAL FILMING SERVICES 

ORKSHOP PRO EQUIPMENT BOUGHT & SOLD 
Home movies to video, 8mm, 9.5mm, 16m 


STONEHOUSE 
VIDEO SERVICES 


29 Stonehouse Road, 
Yaxley, Peterborough PE7 3XU 
TEL: 0733 245240 


accepted VHS — Betamax — U-matic, Video 8 
SEND NOW FOR OUR PRICE GUIDE TO: 


4 NORTHLEAZE, TETBURY, GLOS 
TEL: 0666 502010 


STANDARDS CONVERSION 
For every world standard 
Using 
SNELL & WILCOX 
DIP 9800 (£44,000!) 


Image Enhancement, Motion Processing 
Colour Correction, Noise Reduction 
Time Base Correction 
From £25 per hour 
Also Low/Hi Band Editing Suite, Amiga Graphics 
ACCESS/VISA WELCOME 


The Christian Communication Company 
Communications House, Chase Side Crescent, 
Enfield, Middlesex EN2 0JQ 
Tel: 081-363 8585 (3 lines) Fax: 081-363 0783 


| : 5 3 7 . - : Vi DEO 
VIDEO TRANSFER) = Bis 
PRINTS —SLIDES — CINE FILM i , 


BRITAINS BEST SELLING VI E 
EDITING cotour correction 
TITLES—TAPE COPIES— EFFECTS 
S or Super VHS 


Phone or write for Information 


DEMONSTRATION TAPE 


NOW INCLUDES EFFECTS £ 9-75 


IRVING 
I VS VISUAL SERVICES 
55 Wimborne Drive, Pinner, 
Middlesex HAS 1NH 
TELEPHONE 081 868 5811 


DEALERS 


WHAT VIDEO OUTSELLS EVERY OTHER VIDEO PUBLICATION IN THE UK. IF 
YOU SELL VIDEO EQUIPMENT — IT WILL WORK FOR YOU. 


To Advertise — 
Ring 071-485 0011 


CINE >» VIDEO 


8mm-9.5mm-16mm to VHS/BETA 


ONLY £1.00 per 50 ft. 
(Min. charge £5.00) 
Also slides, prints, titles, duplication of al! 


CINE FILM TO VIDEO 


ANY GAUGE TO ANY FORMAT 
£12.50 up to 200 ft 
£1.50 per extra 50ft 
inc. Tape & Return Postage & Added Soundtrack 
(if required). 
BOB PICKETT 
ACE VIDEO PRODUCTIONS 
33 YORKBROOK DRIVE, SHELDON, 
BIRMINGHAM B26 3HX 
021-722-2370 


forms of filming 
FOR QUALITY AT A REALISTIC PRICE 
T.J.F. Video Productions, 


45 Thorn Park Rd., St. Austell, 
Cornwall. (0726) 63755 — anytime. 


CINE FILM TO VIDEO TAPE 


. 5 TEMPO VIDEO 
zo 2 (HOLLYWOOD NITES) 
wee ra CINE TO VIDEO From 
anS tre 8mnv9.5mm/16m 
oro ak VHSIBETAVIDEO 8. £15 
a 2 VIDIPRINTS 
i= Still photos from Video £1 


10N 
VHS/BETA/VIDEO 8/VHS-C to VHS £5 
Prices include videotape, but exclude VAT & p&p 


081-361 2680 
337 Bowes Road, 


ESS London N11 1BA ae 


CLAPPERS VIDEO PRODUCTIONS 


11. THE MEADE -CHORLTONVILLE MANCHESTER -M21 2FA 


TEL: 061 881 8185 ANYTIME 


‘VIDE 
= 
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BRITAINS BEST SELLING VIDEO MAGAZIN 


DIGITAL VIDEO CONVERSIONS 


DIGITAL 
STANDARDS 
CONVERSION 


AMERICAN TO ENGLISH 
ENGLISH TO AMERICAN 


£10 per hour, first 2 hours 
£5 per hour extra over 2 hours 


QT LTD. 
Tel: 0602 703307 


* NTSC (Canada, USA, Japan, Taiwan, Philippines, Korea, W. Indies, Central America) 
* PAL (U.K., W. Europe, Australia, N. Zealand, Most Commonwealth Countries) 
* SECAM (France, U.S.S.R., Eastern Europe, North Africa, Ex-French Colonies) 
* MESECAM (Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, Cyprus, Greece, Egypt, Morocco). 
CONVERSION BY AVS 6500 — UNBEATABLE QUALITY 
Any format: Umatic, S-VHS, VHS, Video 8, Betamax (PAL/Secam/NTSC) 
FREE TAPE & POSTAGE INC. IN PRICE 
PAL — Full time base correction/image enhancement. 
NTSC — Seog quality and best prices. 
‘28 res - Small yh nn runs. ; 
ibrary cases, slide cases ; 
Fast farieound — Quality tapes. ae 
MEDIN MAGIC. 081-864 10" 
12 ROTHESAY AVENUE 
GREENFORD, MIDDLESEX UB6 0BZ FAX 081-864 8187 
RICHARD S-VHS EDITING 
(Super VHS — VIDEO 8 — VHS — 2 machine editing) 
A caring professional service — Amateur & Pro 
Ask me for a better deal! 
£85 PER DAY DRY RUN 
CONTACT: 
a 
081-478 1785 
NOW! 
Y/deo Potion a 
Gousces The Specialists for 
* DIGITAL STANDARDS CONVERSION 
American (NTSC) to British (PAL) system 
and vice versa 
* SECAM-PAL TRANSCODING 
* DUPLICATION IN PAL & NTSC 
with FREE time base correction 
* 8mm FILM CONVERTED TO VIDEO TAPE 
LOW LOW RATES * SAME DAY SERVICE 
: FRIENDLY, HELPFUL STAFF 
Telephone: David Weaver on 


EN 081-870 5558 —e 


VAS, 130 Brookwood F fd, London $W18 5DD. 


THIS YEAR Globe Video Services celebrates 
its 10th anniversary. 


We have operated converters costing over 
£90,000 (AVS ADAC) and converters costing 
under £5000 (CEL P-156). As you might ex- 
pect conversion costs vary widely too and our 
hardest job has always been to help our cus- 
tomers choose which level suited them best 
for each particular job. 


As a specialist conversion house, we have 
been able to offer a choice, and since not 
many of our customers have the facilities to 
view and compare both original and copy, we 
have built our reputation on achieving the de- 
sired balance between quality and cost. 


For most of the last ten years the majority of 
our conversion work has been done on the 
AVS6500 converter. At a capital cost of some 
£25,000 it has enabled us to offer an economi- 
cal service. Its high tolerance of unstable in- 
puts such as home edited programmes has 
been areal advantage over the more sophisti- 


VIDEO CONVERSIONS / 


DUPLICATION 


FROM OR TO ANY SYSTEM 


QUALITY! 


THE BEST CONVERSIONS POSSIBLE, 
USING STEREO VCRs AND THE VERY 


a 


me ss ye 
SPECIALISTS IN INTERNATIONAL VIDEO STANDARDS CONVERSION SINCE al eal 


cated broadcast units, and its good overall 
performance, success in reducing motion 
judder, and truly outstanding reliability have 
helped to make it the 'industry standard’ ma- 
chine for non-broadcast work. 


When the new TETRA standards converter 
was unveiled to broadcasters at Montreux in 
June 1989, it was billed as a unit that could 
equal or better any other standards convert- 
er. At such a low price (£15,000) we had to 
gamble that it would. The two units we took on 
that summer went quietly into operation in 
London and New York. 


We have been sufficiently impressed by their 
engineering and reliability to add a third unit 
which is hired out to broadcasters. 


When addressing the question of which con- 
verter to use for ajob we can now say TETRA 
on quality and TETRA on cost. 


NO COMPROMISE ! 


LONDON 081 748 1453 


ae 


ee eS ST eee ME CEN Sa, ieee 


For VHS, S-VHS, Video 8, Video Hi-8, Beta- 
max, U-matic, High Band U-matic, Betacam 
and Betacam SP TETRA does the nicest, 
sharpest, smoothest, cleanest conversions we 
have ever seen from a production standards 
converter, and we make it our business to see 
themall. 


Now, with the incorporation of the new combfil- 
ter decoder, we can add 1" C-format to that 
list. 


NO COMPROMISE |! 


No compromise ? Well, almost. Sometimes 
we get a transfer where play out is so unstable 
that even TETRA can't cope. We try a few dif- 
ferent TBCs and it does happen sometimes 
that our AVS6500 is the only digital machine 
we have that will let the pictures through. So 
we've decided to keep it for a while. So if you're 
not convinced that TETRA does the best con- 
versions, you can specify AVS6500 - at no ex- 
tracharge! 


VIDEO CONVERSION 


LATEST CONVERTER 


QUALITY! 


WE'RE FAST! IT’S RARE WE CAN'T 
MEET YOUR DEADLINE 


VALUE! 


VALUE IS A COMBINATION OF PRICE, 
QUALITY AND SERVICE 


071-721 7045 


AZTEC. VIDEO LTD < SUITE'7* THE FOUNDRY. 
156 BLACKFRIARS ROAD - LONDON SE1 8EN 


American (NTSC) British (PAL) French (Secam) 
onto S/VHS) ,VHS, Betamax, U-matic & Betacam 


FILM TO VIDEO TRANSFER 
8mm, Super 8mm, and 16mm films 
onto VHS, Betamax and U-matic 


VIDEO DUPLICATION 
An unparalleled service at the 
best possible prices 


== TELEPHONE py 
=m= 081-960 7337 
6 GRAND UNION CENTRE - WEST ROW 
OFF KENSAL ROAD - LONDON W10 5AX 


* EDITING x DUPLICATING x CONVERSIONS «x 


BY FLYING SPOT TELECINE CHANNEL 


VIDEO <= .. 
TRANSFERS ae 052551000 


VIDEO LABORATORY 


8mm * Super8mm * 9.5mm * 16mm 
35mm Film * 35mm Slides * PHOTOGRAPHS 
TO VHS — BETA — V8 — V2000 — U-MATIC ~ 1” CF 
VIDEO CONVERSION - american, British, FRENCH 
VIDEO & AUDIO DUPLICATION 
AN ACKNOWLEDGED FIRST CLASS 24 HR. SERVICE 
FOR FULL DETAILS AND PERSONAL SERVICE OF 


YOUR IRREPLACEABLE AND PRECIOUS HOME MOVIES 
CALL PATRICIA BLAKEY ON 


0253-725499 (DAY) 0253-712769 (NIGHT) 


OR WRITE TO 
FLINTDOWN CHANNEL FIVE TELEVISION 


Television House 
339 CLIFTON DRIVE SOUTH, 
aa 


LYTHAM ST. ANNES FY8 1LP 
(enclosing this advert) 


AMERICAN to BRITISH 
VIDEO TAPE CONVERSIONS 


AT LAST! DIGITAL AMERICAN (NTSC) TO BRIT- 
ISH (PAL) CONVERSIONS AT SENSIBLE 
PRICES! JUST £15 FOR THE FIRST HOUR 
(MINIMUM CHARGE) THEN £5 PER HALF HOUR. 
ADDITIONAL COPIES £5 EACH. 


WHY PAY MORE? 


NEW WORLD VIDEO 
081-459 6728 


* BEST VALUE IN LONDON « 

WORLDWIDE VIDEOTAPE CONVERSIONS 

North and South America, a// Europe, Middle East, 
Japan, etc. from £15, inc. tapes. 

Video duplication; Video stills to photograph; 
photos, 8mm and 16mm film to video. 
Professional filming and editing facilities. 

SERVICE 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Please phone for advice and quotation 
As recommended by Dixons, Tandy, Philips, Sony. 


G.W.B.B. AUDIOVISION 
42 LANCASTER GATE, W2 3NA. 
EN 3 = 071-723 5190 (7 lines) an 


> VIDEO DUPLICATION 


From 1 copy to as many as you want. 
VHS, S-VHS, U-Matic or Betamax. 


> TELECINE 


Standard 8 or Super 8, 9mm and 
16mm films transferred to high quality 
VHS or Betamax. 


> STANDARDS CONVERSION 


We can convert any type of PAL, 
SECAM or NTSC via AVS 6500 to VHS, 
Betamax or any other tape format. 


> SLIDE TRANSFER 


Transfer your special interest, family 
or holiday 35mm slides or 


transparencies to VHS. 


> CAMCORDER HIRE 


Special 1 day, 1 week and weekend 
rates. Ideal for Weddings, short holidays, 
special interests and hobbies. 


P SALES AND HIRE 


We have all types of video and 
television equipment for sale or hire. 


VIDEO PRINTS Simply bring us your 
wedding, christening, party or favourite 
video and we can produce a high quality 
glossy full colour or black & white print of 
any single frame. It only takes a couple of 
minutes and we are open on Saturdays. 
Phone now and we'll tell you all about this 
brand new service. 


FULL PROFESSIONAL STUDIO QUALITY 
AT GOOD VALUE PRICES 


Please call LISA for a quotation NOW, on 


TEL: 071-499 7173 


Facsimile: 071-262 5131, or write to: 


REPLAY, 432 EDGWARE ROAD, 
LONDON W2 1EA 


REPAIRS «x REPAIRS 


SONY SERVICE 


SPECIALIST REPAIRS TO ALL SONY 
CAMCORDERS ETC. INCLUDING UNDER 
WARRANTY. MANUFACTURER TRAINED 

ENGINEERS. COURIER SERVICE 
AVAILABLE. 


ELECTRONIC S__ 0684 850063 


Unit E1 


® Northway Trading Estate 
Northway Lane 
Tewkesbury 


Gloucestershire, GL20 8JH 


AUDIO WORLD 


227 HIGH ST NORTH, LONDON E6 1JG 
MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 


081-470 8087 


AKAI VS425EK 

AKAI VS765EK 

AKAI VS767EK 

AKAI VS66EK . 

AKAI VS967EK 

AKAI VS77EK ... 
AKAIVSS99 Super VHS. 
AIWAHG/V55.......... 
HITACHI VT520 
HITACHI VTM622 .. 
HITACHI VTMG640 .. 
HITACHI VTSS30 ... 
JVC HRD320 .... 
JVCHRD400 . 
JVCHRDSOO . 
JVCHRD700 . 
JVCHRD750 . 

JVC HRSS5OOO . 
PANASONIC NVL20B 
PANASONIC NVL25B 
PANASONIC NVL28B 
PANASONIC NVF70B 
PANASONIC FS100B 
SANYO VHR5200E 
SANYO VHR5350E 
SANYO VHR4410 .. 
SANYO 5VHRDS450E  . 
SANYO VHRD4890 S-VHS 
SHARP VCT310 
SHARP VCA105 
SHARP VCA111 
SHARP VCD805 
MITSUBISHI HSB11 
MITSUBISHI HSB21 
MITSUBISHI HSB31 
MITSUBISHI HSB41 
MITSUBISHIHSBS1 . 
MITSUBISHI HSB70 . 
SONY SLV401 

SONY SLV801 

SONY EVS800 

SONY SLV353 

SONY SLV757 
PIONEER VR737 
PHILIPS VR6585 


SONY 21" Nicam.... 
SONY 25" Nicam. 

SONY 27" Nicam.... 
SONY 29" Nicam 
PANASONIC TX-24A1 
PANASONIC TX-24W1 ... 
PANASONIC TX-28A1 .. 
PANASONIC TX-28W1 
TOSHIBA 21"Nicam .. 
TOSHIBA 25" Nicam 
TOSHIBA 28" Nicam 

JVC 28" Nicam 

JVC 25" S-VHS 

JVC 21" S-VHS 


CAMCORDERS 
SONY CCDF-250E ... 
SONY CCDF-380E . 
SONY CCDF-SOOE ... 
SONY CCDTR-55E 
SONY CCDV-900E... 
SONY GV-8E 
PANASONIC NV-MC20B . 
PANASONIC NV-MCSOB . 
PANASONIC NVMS-90B . 
PANASONIC NVM-10B .. 
PANASONIC NVMS-2B.. 
JVC GRA-1EK 
JVC GR-60 
JVC GRS-77_.. 
JVC GRS-707....... 
HITACHI VM-1200 . 
HITACHI VM-3200 . 
HITACHI VMS-83 
SHARP VLC-870 
SHARP VLC-750 _... 
CANON A-1 Hi-Band 
JVC GSF-100E 


EXPORT MODELS 
TV AND VIDEOS 
AT LOWEST PRICES 


Hi TEC AUDIO, 69 HIGH ST., 
REIGATE, SURREY. Tel: 0737 242197 


WL 


= VIDEO 
> SYSTEMS 


SELECO ” 


SPECIALISTS IN THE SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF BIG SCREEN VIDEO, TV AND SATELLITE 
SYSTEMS FOR ENTERTAINMENT, COMMERCE AND EDUCATION. 


SVT 150 
IDEO PROJECTOR 


£3650 + vat 
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Unit 4, Ricebridge Works, Brighton Road, Bolney RH17 5NA 
Sales: (0444) 881944. Service: (0444) 881936. Fax: (0444) 881939 


September 1990 


PANASONIC INDUSTRIAL RECORDER AG6400 & 
mains charger, complete carrying case. Little 
used. £900. Panasonic F10/100 with aluminium 
case, £800. NV-180B complete carrying case, £350. 
All equipment in mint condition, boxed & with 
manuals. Tel. 021 475 3591. 


PANASONIC F10/100, Panasonic x15 lens, NV180 

+ tuner. Canon VC10, Panasonic minivision, video 

lights, radio mics. Loads of accessories, all mint 

con Offers. Tel. 07456 7442 after 6 pm. North 
ales, 


JVC JXC7 COLOUR CORRECTOR/ENHANCER. As 
new, hardly used. £100. Philips VLP700 Laservi- 
sion player including 30 titles, £100 ono. Tel. 0324 
35733 Central Scotland. 


HITACHI VT8E (portable), Panasonic A2. Superb 
condition/performance. 2 batts, charger/mains 
adaptor, 60ft extra camera lead, titler. Boxes, 
books, carry bags. Offers £600? Tel. Beaconsfield 
673947. 


VIVANCO 3044 VIDEO ENHANCER. 6 months old, 
excellent condition, with full instructions. Save 
£100, excellent value at only £150. Tel. 0763 261201 
(Herts). 


CLEAROUT OF PORTABLE VIDEOS. All vgc. 3V33 
£150, 3V46 £300, 3C02 £200, V2000 VR2120 £100. 
N1702 vgc, 20 tapes, £75. N1502 modified, £50. 
Tel. Bordon (0420) 473768. 


SONY V100 PRO CAMCORDER KIT £750. Sony 
M8E camcorder, £350. Sony RM84 remote control- 
ler, £40. Minigen genelock, £80. All in original 
boxes, upgrading forces sale. Tel. 0287 637342. 


JVC GXN5 CAMERA complete with jacket. Good 
condition, £210 ono. Tel. 0723 862736. 


CANON CGE1 CHARACTER GENERATOR, new 
£119 now £50. Canon DM200 super directional 
microphone, £25. Can be used with VME1-2 707 
cameras. Tel. Crowthorne 772522. 


PANASONIC WJMX10 PRODUCTION MIXER. 
Good as new, boxed, full instructions, with all 
leads and acc’s. Immaculate condition. £950 ono. 
Contact Mark anytime. Tel. 0293 542242. 


SONY CCDV90E. Immaculate with case, two 
batteries etc. £600. Tel. 0626 332179. 


ELECTROCRAFT VISION MIXER VMSE-80, 3 bank, 

8 switchable inputs, (24 wipes plus pattern 

modulation), 2 joystics, positioning, colour. Soft 

ane spotlight caption key etc. £980. Tel. 081-953 
if 


SONY V200E PRO CAMCORDER, with 3 hr battery 
belt, wide angle lens, expensive Tamrac carry 
case, extended guarantee, six month old, £925 
ovno. Tel. 0942 879788 Manchester. 


PANASONIC F10-100 CAMERA, NV180 portable 
recorder, WV18 charger/AC adaptor and batter- 
ies. Boxed, very good condition. £995. Tel. 0903 
771083. 


U-MATICS SONY VP2030 multi standard player 
plus V)2860 edit machine. Many tapes. £325. JVC 
6606E recorder, £150. Tel. 0608 810547 (Oxford). 


COLOUR DIGITISER FOR AMIGA. High resolution 
including HAM video input. No filters required. 
Use pictures in any suitable graphics program. 
£150. Tel. Milton Keynes (0908) 665106. 


VIDEOMATTE COLOUR VISION MIXER for two 
genlocked pictures. Mixes, wipes and caption 
keyer, Separate mix and wipe faders. Tally board 
fitted. £175. Tel. Milton Keynes (0908) 665106. 


MITSUBISHI HS-B70 S-VHS VCR, 17 months old, 
£595. Akai VS-S99 S-VHS VCR, 1 month old, £695. 
Both excellent condition with original packaging. 
Tel. 0424 442802. 


SONY U-MATIC PLAYER VP2031, £100. Sony U- 
Matic player VP1210, £150. Sony UQMatic high 
band cee Oy 02630, £150. All working. Tel. 0908 


BRAND NEW (not reconditioned) battery cells to 
fit Remu packs and belts. A few only, fully 
guaranteed. £27 each inc postage. Tel. 081-804 
1544. 


JVC HRC3 RECORDER, GX9S camera, Panasonic 
WJ10 production console. All £375. Tel. 0753 
889594 after 6 pm. 

SONY PRO V100 CAMCORDER. 3 batteries, virtu- 
ally all accessories, hard case. Excellent condition. 
£700 ono. Tel. Wakefield 0924 273995. 

SONY V200 CAMCORDER and Sony XVT500 titler. 
Both are unwanted prizes and are unused. Ono. 
Yorkshire. Tel. 0943 830137. 

SONY CCDV200 with three batteries, six tapes, 
wide angle lens, RME100V editor, £925. EVS700 
VCR, just serviced by Sony, £295. All as new and 
boxed. Tel. 0905 425844. 

PANASONIC PRODUCTION MIXER WJ-MX10. 
MIX wipe, strobe, still mosiac, paint key. Charac- 
ter generator equipment in first class condition. 
Boxed with manual. £950. Tel. 0303 40727. 
AMIGA A500 COMPUTER. VI3 video titling/art 
software. Lots of books and games. Instruction 
given. £350 or swap for what have you. Tel. Mr 
Watson, 0296 625110. 

PANASONIC NVF70 HI-FI VIDEO. Hardly used, as 
new, £450. JVC JX-C7 video corrector, as new, 
£95. ST12 video tripod, £30. Tel. 0703 861212 after 
6.30 pm. 

DIRECTED PLUS. 6 months old, little used. Boxed 
as new. £350. Tel. 081-894 0218 Twickenham. 
CANON VC30 CAMERA, VR30 recorder, VT30 
tuner, DM100 mic, charger, batteries and cases. 
£700 ono. Tel. 0222 597252. 


SONY V100 PRO CAMCORDER plus all accesso- 
ries plus 1%x lens tele convertor. All mint 
condition. £850 ono. Tel. 0255 860840. 


PANASONIC CAMERA. Colour monitor, new un- 
used. £200 (fits any camcorder). Also MS1 alumin- 
ium professional system case (flight case), new, 
unused, £100. Tel. 0707 334289. 


PANASONIC NV-MS50 S-VHS-C CAMCORDER. 
Six months old, absolute mind condition. All 
accessories plus two extra batteries, eight un- 
used tapes. £850. Tel. 0509 504603. 


JVC GXN70E CAMERA. 10 lux, 8x zoom, hard 
case. Hitachi VT6500E portable VHS recorder, AC 
charger, tuner, remote control, 4 batteries. £650. 
Will split. Tel. 071-328 4789. 


PANASONIC NV180 PORTABLE RECORDER in- 
cluding accessories and Canon tuner VT30, £500. 
Panasonic NV788 includes insert edit etc, £200. 
Tel. 0492 640826. North Wales, Llanrwst. 


SONY DXC1800 CAMERA, pro U-Matic, genlock 
bars, 10x zoom, £285. Also JVC GXN70 semi-pro 
camera, titler etc, £200. Tel. 0602 213-39. 


PANASONIC NV180B VIDEO RECORDER. Mains 
adaptor, soft case, £325. Panasonic TC800, 10 inch 
monitor, PAL, Secam, £200. Tel. 0638 510579. 


PIONEER PX7 VIDEO ART ROM, tablet, recorder, 
quik disk, little used, boxed, £140. JVC JXC7 
corrector, little used, boxed, £120. Tel. 0536 
770921. 


SONY BETAMOVIE BMC5O00P, complete with 
charger, two batteries, hard case, wet jacket, 
corded remote control, £350 ono. Tel. 0376 40478. 


CCD-V8AF-E SONY VIDEO CAMERA plus hard 
carry case plus three batteries and charger, £375. 
Very good condition. Tel. 0460 76114. 


SONY SL-FIUB AND TTFIUB, HVC3000P, camera, 
DLL-2500 plus car battery charger, copying kit, 
leads, soft leather case and many tapes. £400 ono. 
Tel. 0252 549964. 


SONY CCDE 100 PRO CAMCORDER. 5 batteries, 
20 tapes, miks, lights, b.belt, Slik tripod, 3 
projectors, cine to video. Every thing you need to 
St your video business. £900 ovno, Tel. 0252 


CANON VMIEN ACCESSORIES. Due to theft 
remote, batteries, power adaptor, car battery 
adaptor, RF unit, power connector, £55 the lot. 
Haywards Heath, Sussex. Tel. 0444 450984. 


SONY CCD V7AF CAMCORDER. Macro, two 
batteries, booklets, accessories and hard case. 
Well cared for, hence excellent condition, £500. 
Tel. 0279 503068. Bishop's Stortford, Herts. 


VIDEOTRONICS DIRECTED PLUS hi speed ver- 
sion, new, boxed, £345. Casio TV400 LCD televi- 
sion, £75. Videotech VEC2000 production console 
+ debugger, £99. Will take near offers. Tel. 071- 
627 4881. 


SONY CCD-V7AFE CAMCORDER. Auto focus. 
Excellent working order. Several cassettes, hard 
cased, soft shoulder carrying case with pocket for 
accessories. £750. Tel. Bath 319555. 


SONY PP0200 CAMCORDER. Excellent condition, 
4 batteries, hard soft case, Sony remote control, 
car battery cord, tapes, other accessories. £900. 
Tel. Margate (0843) 296489. 


JVC GXN7E CAMERA. 8x zoom, auto focus, 
colour titling, with full feature portable recorder 
HR-S10EK and tuner. Soft carrying case, AC 
power adaptor. Excellent condition. £400. Tel. 
0449 674494. 


REMOTE PAUSE/RECORD CONTROL for JVC 
GXN70E. Tel. 081-804 1544. 


SONY PROFEEL TUNER VTX100 or UB, original 
stolen. Please send details and price to John 
Lubulwa, 803 Grenville House, Dolphin Square, 
London SWI1V 3LX. Tel. 071-821 0597. 


“JANE”: Life and Times of cartoon strip girl 
broadcast 4th June 1990. Help please Paul Hor- 
ton, 33 Buckley House, Union Street, Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire S70 1JS. 


METAL HARD FLIGHT CASE for CCD \V200E 
professional Sony camcorder, also Sony NP4000 
heavy duty battery or similar. Tel. Keith, 0742 
754439. 


AKAI VT-700 VIDEO TAPE RECORDER to hire or 
purchase. Charity needs to transfer tapes to 
Cassettes. Please call and leave phone number for 
Dave Konkol. Tel. 081-699 6077. 


ENTHUSIAST REQUIRES ELMO 1200HD or similar 
twin track super 8 film projector. Any condition 
and location considered. Sensibly priced. Tel. 
0272 623397 Bristol. 


WANTED: Pioneer PX7 Computer Art Tablet. 
Must be in perfect working order with instruc- 
tions. Tel. Colin on 0493 722455. 


OLYMPUS RECORDER VC101. Panasonic recorder 
NV100. Canon recorder vc10. Tel. 0639 821283. 


VCR CABLE FOR PANASONIC WV-V3 CAMERA, 
cable number WV-CA14/10. Also wanted tripod 
mounting adaptor WV-036 for same camera. Tel. 
0501 22052. 


SECONDHAND BARGAINS 


*We regret that due to pressure of space, publication date is as soon as possible, but cannot be guaranteed. Private advertisers only. Advertisers 
are reminded that under the Trades Descriptions Act it is an offence for traders to represent themselves as otherwise. 


BARGAINS GALORE! Two-camera video mixer 
(VMC-85) £150. Pan. Gen Lock WV-AD36E £85. Pan 
AC adaptor WV-PS03/B £85. Two Pan. F10/100 
cameras £650 each. Videomatte 100 £100. Kenko 
telephoto conversion lens and wide angle lens 
£20 each. Plustron TV55 (colour) £50. (Gone Super 
VHS). Tel. Warrington 32012. 

SONY RM-E100V Edit controller, boxed, new £85. 
New SB1/AC REMU 12 volt belt pack, 6 amp hour 
with slow and fast chargers, SCD12 QC12£60. Tel. 
0736 762214. 


SONY F1-UB TUNER TIMER, SLFIUB video re- 
corder, HVC4000P camera, F1E/UB powe adaptor 
+ 2 batteries, remote control unit, hard case for 
camera. £380. Tel. 0953 884084. 


COLLECTORS LASERDISCS. Rambo, Empire 
Strikes Back, Star Treks 2/3/4. Jedi, Purple Rain, 
Thunderbirds, Captain Scarlet and other titles. All 
brand new. £10 each. Tel.0908 563477. 

AMIGA DIGITIZING KIT. Hitachi video camera, 
Digiview, Digidroid, copystand, cables. Complete 
with Paintbox software Digipaint, Photonpaint. 
Mint condition. Cost £800 sell for £380. Tel. 0908 
563477. 

JVC GX70E CAMERA, HRS10 portable recorder, 
TUS10 tuner, two batteries, mains 12V. All good 
condition. £650 the lot. Sony RME300 Edit control- 
ler £300. Tel. 0375 378212. 

PANASONIC WV-V3 CAMERA, 580 lines plus 
accessories and case, Bargain price. In immacu- 
late condition. £1,000. Tel. 0756 792712 daytime. 
2X SONY CCD-V200, CCD-V100 camcorders plus 
extras. Batt, belts, tapes, gun-mics etc. Please 
phone with offers. Going pro. Tel. 0376 561157. 
PANASONIC MC10 CAMCORDER “Which” best 
buy, many superior features including Insert 
editing, Audio dubbing, Character generator for 
titles. Perfect working condition. £540. Tel. Up- 
minster 26364. 

PANASONIC TCM3U 3” colour monitor, battery 
pack, sun hood, brackets for top or side cam- 
corder mounting, accessories, instructions, 
boxed. 18 month guarantee. £150. Tel. 0376 48273. 
JVC GXN7E CAMERA for use with portable 
recorder. Good working order. £175. Tel. Gipps, 
0990 26244. 

SONY FIUB PORTABLE RECORDER with carrying 
case, tuner, remotes, F1E/UB power adaptor, 30 
tapes. As new. £275 ono. Tel. 071-473 1243 office. 
SONY V100E PRO CAMCORDER. Full accessories, 
extra battery, spare tapes. Sony EVS700 8mm 
video recorder. Also hard case for camcorder. Sell 
all for £850. Tel. 0384 422182. 

SONY CCD F250 CAMCORDER video 8 with free 
kit, wide lens, light film. Two batteries, case, 
boxed. 12 month warranty. £500 including deliv- 
ery. Tel. 0823 321481. 

PANASONIC NV180B portable video recorder. 
Canon compact charger, three batteries, carry 
case, car lighter power adaptor. Many extras. 
£375. Tel. Paul, 0938 882238 after 6 pm. 

PRO JVC SUPER VHS BY10 camera with BRS410 
AAGI0E mains adaptor/charger. MK504 micro- 
phone. DSM battery belt. Excellent condition, 
guaranteed. All offers considered. Tel. 0492 
530839, 


NVM C30B STEREO CAMCORDER. 3hrs use, with 
hard case and accessories. £750. Tel. 081-577 
0351. 

SONY V200 plus two heavy duty NP22H batteries 
plus hard system case. £250 ono. Still under 
warranty. Tel. Hill, 061-962 6844. 

JVC GZS3 VIDEO CAMERA. 52mm lens, manual/ 
auto aperture, 30 lux, carrying jacket. Mint condi- 
tion. £200 ono. Tel. 081-888 0997. 

SONY EVS700 VIDEO 8. PCM digital stereo VCR, 
mint condition, plus 12 tapes. £350. Tel. 031-443 
0754. 

SONY EVA300VS 8mm VCR, £225. Sony PCM 
stereo processor (EV10) £85. Sony CCD-M8E 
camcorder £295. All items in mint condition and 
almost unused. Tel. 0297 89369. 


PANASONIC M10 tripod and batteries. Matsui 
VCR. Spectrum with Protitler. £1300. Ideal begin- 
ners package. Part exchange for Sony video 
Walkman/camera poss. Tel. 0865 54840. 
PROFESSIONAL CAMERA. Hitachi-FP10, National 
U-Matic cassette video, colour processing sys- 
tem, time base corrector, Sansui video processor, 
Panasonic editing controller. Excellent order. 
£6,500. Tel. 0223 424360. 

SONY VIDEO editing controller titler, RME300. 
Brand new, still in box. Still not arrived in many 
shops. With twelve months guarantee. Price 
£350. Tel. 0639 850267. 

PANSONIC WJMX10 digital production mixer. 
Perfect condition, as new. The ultimate VHS 
editing tool. £799. Tel, 0749 75562. 

SONY CCD-V100E PRO CAMERA. Includes w/ 
angle lens and cassettes. £650. Also available EV- 
$600 digital audio video recorder, £400. Complete 
outfit. £100. Tel. 0935 851199 evenings. 

SONY C5 AND C7. Both in first class order 
throughout. New heads just fitted. Owner reluc- 
tantly gone VHS. £75 and £90. Tel. 0703 738291 
(Southampton). 

Jvc professional portable video recorder, 
leather case, A/C adaptor/charger, batteries, re- 
mote. Superb machine. £475. ACT special effects 
generator 30, auto/manual wipes. As new. £110. 
Tel. 0737 359887. 

SONY PRO 100 CAMCORDER. Case, accessories, 
three batteries, jacket. Ideal for animation. Also 
ACV8/V8UB A/C power battery charger, adaptor. 
Total £575 ono. Tel. 0736 762214. 

PHILIPS remote control video disc player with 
nine discs, £125. Tel. Bristol (0272) 248679 day- 
time, 685767 evenings. 

SONY RME100V EDITOR and Videotronic VPE 
copy processor. Unused, unwanted gifts. £100 the 
lot. Tel. Chorleywood (09278) 2562. 

SONY V200 with case etc, £950 ono. Accessories, 
rifle mike, 3 x 2 hour batteries, light, 2 x tele 
convertor, tripod, sound mixer, £20. Tel. 0947 
820008. 

JVC BRS410E professional S-VHS portable re- 
corder, £1695. Panasonic MX10 production mixer, 
£795. JVC GX-70 camera, £200. All items in mint 
condition. Tel. 0772 749098. 

VIVANCO 4044 VIDEO PROCESSOR. Only used 
twice, boxed, with full instructions. Will include 
dubbing leads to the best offer, £400. Could 
deliver. Upgrading to Hi8 format. Tel. 0582 570132 
after 6 pm. 

S-VHS PANASONIC professional camcorder 
AG450, £1,200. Panasonic F200, 3-CCD camera, 
£3,450. Panasonic AG7450/AG5754 S-VHS portable 
recorder/adaptor, £1,950. Excellent condition. Tel. 
0734 733018 (Berkshire). 

SONY V200 CAMCORDER. Mint condition. C/W 
standard accessories plus spare battery and rifle 
mike. £925. Tel. Aylesbury (0296) 415787. 

SONY GF-8 VIDEO WALKMAN inc 2 NP-77 
batteries. Excellent condition. £600 ono. Tel. 0831 
491137. 

SONY V8-AF 8MM CAMERA inc 2 batts, case and 
all bits. Video input & insert edit. Works fine. 
£550. Tel. 0831 491137. 

SONY HVC-3000P CAMERA, CMAI0I0E/ 
CMA1020E adaptors, hard case, 10m ext lead. 
Ferguson 3V18 mains PSU. £300. Tel. 0293 34715 
evening/weekend. 

JVC 7680 STEREO VHS VCR, insert edit, audio 
dub, £120. Sony V100 video 8 camcorder. Hardly 
used. Tuner, timer. £1,000 (may split). Tel. 021-357 
5156 evenings. 

PANASONIC MX10 digital mixer for hire to none- 
trade users while amateur enthusiast is not 
using, £50 per week. Tel. 0622 752534 after 6 pm 
weekdays. 

GREAT EDITING COMBINATION. 2 stereo VHS hi- 
fi VCRs & MX10 JVC725EK, £300. Videostar 3V43, 
£250. MX10 £800. £1,200 the lot, can demonstrate. 
All good condition with inst/books. Tel. 081-868 
2127. 


KY2000 3 TUBE CAMERA eng kit, £750. CR4400 
portable U-Matic, £250. Sony VO5800, £1,500. Edit 
player Sony V02860, Edit recorder, £300. Tel. 0276 
22749 or 0836 265 396 anytime. (Camberley). 
PRO EQUIPMENT. Sony 4800 U-Matic portable. 
JVC three tube camera, 500 line resolution, both 
with batteries/chargers. ey of tapes. £1,200 
or could split. Tel. 0484 606728 (Yorkshire). 
CANON VC20 CAMERA, Hitachi VT7E portable/ 
home video, complete with batteries, £400 ono. 
Tel. 081-866 2956 evenings. 

2X 1000W VIDEO LAMPS, daylight filters. Cost 
£180, sell £120. S-VHS to Scart adaptor, brand 
new, £70. Tel. 0384 238062. 


SONY TRS55E, spare NP77. Sony wide angle lens. 
Sony shoulder brace. All boxed as new, with Sony 
guarantee. Bargain £750. Tel. 081-959 4714. 
BATTERIES, HARD CASE, battery charger, power 
unit. All as new, cheap. For Canon VNE18. Tel. Hull 
(0482) 850216. 

PANASONIC MX10 MIXER. 12 months old, mint 
condition, boxed. £900 ono. Tel. 0942 897341. 
JVC HRSIOEK portable tuner, acc’ries, £275. 
Olympus 101 recorder, tuner, accs, £295. Olympus 
301 a/focus camera, £175. Wanted Sony, Pana- 
sonic 33 29 television. Tel. 0536 510837. 

CANON VR30B portable video, tuner, acc'ries, 
£350. JVC GXN7E changble lens, 2 two 200M 
linses, £275. JVC TMP3EK, 3 monitor, £175. 6 
monitor, £180. Tel. 0536 510837. 

PORTABLE HITACHI RECORDER VT7E and camera 
Hitachi GP80 £700 ono the pair. Also included two 
batteries and charger. Tel. 0252 836105. 

SONY SLF1 RECORDER, HVC4000P camera, TTF1 
tuner, 4 batteries, telecine adaptor, negatives/ 
slides adaptor, various leads. Excellent condition. 
£595 ono. May split. Tel. Lincoln (0522) 595113. 
FERGUSON PTVO1 LCD 214” colour TV/monitor. 
All leads, charger etc. £150. Sony 22" monitor, 
PAL/Secam compatible, £200. Hitachi VE102P 
vertical enhancer, cost £1,300, sell for £250. Tel. 
0623 843848, 

JVC GXN7 CAMERA, Hitachi VT8E portable ste- 
reo recorder/tuner, 3 batteris, adaptor, charger, 
carrying cases. Hardly used, good condition. £750. 
Tel. 04867 80330 after 7 pm or Sundays. 
PHILIPS EXPLORER VKR6850 (M7) full size VHS. 
Many extras, batteries, tripod, lights, charger, 
close up lens, VP101 processor, sound mixer. 
Excellent condition. £950. Tel. 0742 872660. 
PANASONIC NV-F70 edit VCR. Jog-dial, audio 
dub, insert edit, hi-fi sound, Nicam, long play. All 
in original box. £400. Tel. 0628 662133 Slough. 
SIMA COPYKIT for copying cine to video. Prime 
condition, little used. £20. Tel. 04023 43797. 
OLYMPUS VIDEO OUTFIT VX301E camera, VC101 
recorder, VC202 tuner, remote control, cases, 
manuals. Original packing. £350. Tel. daytime 0322 
33166 Dartford. Evenings 0732 453400 Sevenoaks. 
SHARP VHSC RECORDER VC220N, power supply 
charger, battery. Panasonic camera WVPAI. £400 
ono. Tel. Bedford 0234 40438. 

MITSUBISHI HS-710B VHS portable video record- 
er, i/r remote control, slow motion playback, built- 
in PSU, batt charger, A/C mains PSU. Mint 
condition, unused. £260. 

SONY GV-9E VIDEO 8 WALKMAN. As new, 
boxed. Offers around £550. Tel. 0737 760035 (work) 
Redhill. 

FERGUSON FCO8 VIDEO CAMERA KIT. Used 
twice, still in box. Cost £1,000 but need cash, only 
£699 ono. Tel. 0892 862557. 

PIONEER CLD 1200 LASERDISC PLAYER, brand 
new, boxed, unused. Retail £579, accept around 
£425. Tel. Michael Hicks, 060085 370 anytime. 
SONY V200 CAMCORDER. Extra batteries, remote 
control, tapes. £850. Tel. 081-641 5214 evenings. 
Sutton, Surrey. 

G1E VIDEO CAMERA for the video Walkman 
including wide angle and close up lens, £300 
complete ono. Tel. 071-701 6273. 


PRO SONY M3A CAMERA KIT. 15 Canon lens, 
700 lines resolution. Exceptional condition. £2,300. 
Also Sony BVU hi-band U-Matic portable recorder 
CW timecode. Immaculate. £1,200. Tel. 0704 
544400. 


SONY CCDV100E PRO 8MM CAMCORDER. Hard- 
case, five batteries. £800. JVC GZ-S3 VHSDC 
camera + recorder, SFP3 frame TMP3 compact 
colour monitor, two batteries, case. Offers. Tel. 
071-289 5020. 


SONY V200 PRO CAMCORDER. Boxed, hardly 
used. Includes 6x high power batteries, soft 
flight case and all standard accessories. £1.050 
ono. Tel. 081-207 5740. 


PANASONIC WJ-MX10 digital production mixer, 
£950. Panasonic TC-MC3V colour monitor, £100. 
Both items as new, hardly used, not 12 mth old. 
Boxed with manuals. Tel. 0925 37492. 


PANASONIC WJ-MX10 production mixer. Hardly 
used, boxed, immaculate condition. Upgrading to 
S-VHS. Features include strobe, paint, wipe fade, 
mix, mosaic etc. £800. Tel. 0626 776974. 


PANASONIC WJMX10 production mixer. Boxed, 
complete with instruction manual. As new. £900 
ono. Hitachi AC adaptor for 6500 portable, £45 
ono. Tel. 0902 239135. 


DIRECTED PLUS. Special effects, video editor. 
New! (under guarantee). Owner leaving. Only 
£330 ono. Tel. 081-675 3510, Weng or Shal, after 9 
pm. 


SONY V200E CAMCORDER plus accessories, Ex- 
— condition. £700. Tel. 0535 272775 West 
orks. 


SONY V200. 3 batts, 4 months old, hardly used, 
tripod, £950. Sony GV8E, 2 batts, hard case, 
magnifier, £600. Panasonic WJMX10 mixer, 2 
months old, boxed, £990. Tel. 081-747 0671 or 0836 
619489. 


SONY V90 PRO. Complete, 2 batts, W/A tele lens, 
charger, all leads, hard case. Perfect condition, as 
new. £750. Tel. 081-561 8950. 


SONY PRO CCD V200E CAMCORDER. Complete 
with Kewmode fluid head tripod, Vivanco video 
processor, Sony battery belt, plus many extras. 
All brand new, still in their boxes. £950. Complete 
genuine bargain. Tel. 0248 361400. 


PANASONIC WVPA2 VIDEO CAMERA, plus Fer- 
guson 3VS2 component VHS recorder c/w tuner/ 
timer and remote. Camera c/w character gener- 
ator, minimum 7 lux. £400. Tel. 0446 774156 (S. 
Wales), evenings, w/ends. 


PANASONIC F10-20 PRO CCD CAMERA, 12x 
200m lenses. Mint condition, still under guaran- 
tee. Filters, boxed, bargain. £899. Tel. 081-657 
0787. 


PANSONIC F10/200 12:1 CAMERA. Excellent con- 

dition. £825. U-Matic JVC edit suite, CR8200E, 

CR6600E with RM88U controller, £1,650. Welcome 

b see operating. Tel. 0372 843911. S. London, 24 
rs. 


SONY VIDEO WALKMAN GV9E, 4 inch colour 
screen, 8mm portable video recorder/television. 
Two months old. Must sell, hence £675. Tel. 0438 
840456 (Welwyn, Herts.). | 

SONY V88 CAMCORDER. In excellent condition, 
£600. VEC 1050 video fader/enhancer editing 
console, £60. Tel. 061 427 6979 (Stockport). 

FOR A VTW 220 professional video typewriter, 
cost over £2,000, little used, £1,100. Panasonic 
12x 200m lens, for Panasonic F10 series camera. 
As new. £300. Tel. 0709 372624 or 523790. 

DVO 225 ELECTRONIC SOUND PROJECTOR. 
8MM-8S 18-24 FPS. Ideal cine/video transfer. £60. 
Hitachi wide conversion lens, new, £35. Kenko 
tele conversion lens, new, £35. Kenko Macro 
wide lens, new, £25. Tel. 0255 813249. 
PANASONIC WVJ10 home production console, 
including telop camera, titling, effects, mattes, 
£275. Canon VR30B camera, VC20 soft cases, £620. 
Tel. 0753 867296 or 081-994 3733. 
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WHAT VIDEO SECONDHAND BARGAINS ORDER FORM 


SELLING OR BUYING secondhand 
video gear? Use our Reader 
Bargains section — just £5.00 for u 
to 25 words (one jnsdrtion|. 
Complete the form in BLOCK 
CAPITALS (include your contact 
phone number or hives make 
your cheque/P.O. payable to ‘WV 
Publications Ltd’, and send to: 
Reader Classified, What Video, 57- 
ey romantics Place, London NW1 
JU. 
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SMALL TALK AND HOT WAX 
FROM THE FLIP-SIDE OF WHAT 
VIDEO. EUROPEAN HDTV DEBUT, 
SATELLITE SLANGING MATCH, 
AND IDEAL VIDEO GIFTS 


ITALY’S WORLD Cup victory 
over Uruguay on June 25th 
made history — but no football- 
ing records were set or 
smashed. The match was 
chosen to be the subject of the 
first live HD-MAC broadcast of 
Europe’s 1250-line High Defini- 
tion Television (HDTV) system. 

The broadcast was a miles- 
tone in the development of 
HDTV in Europe. Thirty manu- 
facturers, broadcasters and uni- 
versities joined forces in 1986 to 
develop the system. In only four 
years, the project, known as 
Eureka 95, has now progressed 
from a concept on paper to 
experimental transmissions. 

The June 25th broadcast was 
made using six high-definition 
cameras at the Olympic Stadium 
in Rome and two outside broad- 
cast units. 

Pictures were accompanied 
by stereo sound from the ground 
plus commentaries in_ Italian, 
French, German and English, 
and the signals were relayed to 
reception centres in Milan, 
Frankfurt, Paris, Eindhoven and 
London via the European Space 
Agency Olympus satellite, the 
French TDF-1 satellite and TV- 
SAT2. 

The London reception centre 
was Studio 4 at the BBC Televi- 
sion Centre, Wood Lane, where 
the pictures were shown on an 
array of different displays, in- 
cluding back-projection, front- 
projection and _ conventional 
cathode ray tube TV. 

There was also. a monitor 
showing a 625-line picture de- 
rived from the high-definition 
picture for comparison. 

The comparison between the 
wide screen (16:9) 1250-line 
and conventional (4:3) 625-line 
pictures was particularly striking. 
The HDTV picture was signifi- 
cantly sharper. 

Interestingly, taking an_ indi- 
vidual face in the crowd at the 
Olympic Stadium, there seemed 
to be little difference between 
1250 and 625-line picture quali- 
ty. However, taking the picture 
as a whole, there was a drama- 
tic difference between the two. 

The improvement was parti- 
cularly clear closer to the 


screens. Whereas the 625-line 
picture exhibited fuzziness 
close-to (within a couple of feet), 
the 1250-line picture remained 
sharp and was perfectly watch- 
able even at a ridiculously close 
range. 

Beyond a viewing distance of 
about six picture heights, the 
subjective improvement in the 
1250-line picture seemed to fall 
away. Engineering staff advised 
a viewing distance of about 
three picture heights. 

The Eureka 95 project en- 
tered a new phase from July 1st. 
Phase | (1986-1990) involved 
demonstrating the feasibility of 
the system and developing the 
first prototype studio and trans- 
mission systems. 

Phase II (1990-1992) involves 
the production of experimental 
equipment and pilot transmis- 
sions including the 1992 Olym- 
pic Games. 

Phase III will see the introduc- 
tion of public HDTV broadcasts, 
but no start date has yet been 
set for this... 
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GETTING INTO video photogra- 
phy in a big way? Storyboard, the 
first journal of the Institute Of 
Videography, has just been pub- 
lished and it’s a fine read for 50p. 
If you’re not yet a member of the 
Institute but would like a copy, 
ring them on 0254 386659 for 
more details . . . 

Those who enjoyed The Video 
Legacy Of Laurel And Hardy, fea- 
tured in our June issue, may well 
be interested in a wall chart from 
Paul Dixon Productions. The Lau- 
rel And Hardy Filmography is an 
easy-reference chart printed on 
vellum paper with brown ink (for 
that period feel), listing 106 titles 
in which the boys appeared, with 
relevant details like directors and 
co-stars. 

It costs £1.95, plus P&P (30p 
folded or £1 in a tube), from: Paul 
Dixon Productions, 44 Manor 
Road, Dovercourt Bay, Essex 
C012 4DY... 

Looking for a present for your 
loved one? EMI is now selling 
video movie gift tokens, alongside 
those for books and records. 


NEXT MONTH’S WHAT VIDEO 


What Television — our free magazine about TV technology 
returns with its unique blend of equipment tests, features and 
buyers guide. If you're looking to upgrade your set, or simply 
want to know what's coming down the pipe in the not too distant 
future, don’t miss it! 
VCR Technology — we travel to Japan for an exclusive preview 
of the up-and-coming VCR range from Mitsubishi, and take a 


look at what’s hot and what's not in the streets of Tokyo. 
Equipment mini-guide — Just how does that TV set work? We 
take the top off the telly in the first of three special reports. 
Plus in-depth tests on (we hope) Sharp’s budget Nicam hi-fi 
VCR, Matsui’s linear stereo Nicam alternative, the latest S-VHS-C 
camcorder from JVC and whatever else we can get our hands 


on! 


On sale September 6. Contents subject to change — but only 


for the better! 


What Video September 1990 


Available in £1, £2, £5 and £10 
denominations, they could be the 
ideal problem solver. Britons are 
expected to spend a staggering 
£500m on tapes this year... 

The biggest show on US TV at 
the moment is America’s Fun- 
niest Home Videos. Our version, 
however, Jeremy  Beadle’s 
You’ve Been Framed, has run 
into a problem — not enough of 
you have sent in your home video 
bloopers for others to giggle at. 

If you have a tape (or two) 
which is funny, awful or embar- 
rassing, why not send it off to: 
You’ve Been Framed, Granada 
TV, Quay St, Manchester M60 
9EA? All tapes will be returned, 
says the company... 

Satellite TV services Sky and 
BSB have been involved in a 
slanging match recently that 
would have done the VHS/8mm 
squabblers proud. The row began 
after BSB issued a press release 
to the media (which was dutifully 
picked up in some quarters) that it 
was Off to ‘a flying start’, having 
sold more than 40,000 receivers 
in the UK. 

Sky immediately debunked 
BSB’s claim with another release 
declaring that the bulk of the 
40,000 figure actually related to 
systems pre-sold during BSB’s 
Launch Club drive. It concluded 
by saying that BSB’s sales to date 
were ‘dismal’. Apparently, over 
100,000 Astra dish systems were 
sold in May and June — more 
than two-and-a-half times BSB’s 
claimed figure . . . 
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MANY APOLOGIES to those who 
tuned in this month for our prom- 
ised features on 3D develop- 
ments and laser video discs, only 
to be disappointed. As usual, last 
minute changes (in this case to 
accommodate our widescreen 
VHS story and Chicago CES re- 
port) meant a change to the run- 
ning order. 

We know we shouldn't promise 
so much in the Next Month box, 
but our enthusiasm sometimes 
gets the better of us... 

Credit where credit’s due Dept: 
The Technology of S-VHS and 
Hi8 article which appeared in our 
July pro-video special was 
penned by none other than our 
old chum Marcus Miller. And jolly 
good it was too... 

Bad news, good news: The 
cost of living is about to take its toll 
again. Increased paper and pro- 
duction costs mean that we’ve no 
choice but to raise the cost of 
What Video by a full 10p from 
next issue. However, to cushion 
this financial blow, we're also giv- 
ing away free another issue of our 
acclaimed What Television mag- 
azine supplement! 

These specials always sell 
quickly so reserve your October 
copy of What Video today! You 
know it makes sense... O 
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THE VIDEO & PHOTOGRAPHIC oy 


The only place that you will find all your 
1 eta and video requirements under one 
roo 


Over 10,000 lines in stock and on display in our 
vast showroom. 


From the smallest accessory to a complete 
camera system you will find it all. 


Our fully trained product managers are on hand 
- to help and advise before you buy. 


Visit our unique video department and try all the 
latest in camcorders and accessories. 


CAMERAS — SLR, COMPACT, 
MEDIUM FORMAT, TLR. 

DARKROOM — ENLARGERS, 

PROCESSORS, ACCESSORIES. 

MATERIALS — FILM, PAPER, 
CHEMICALS, ALBUMS. 

VIDEO — CAMERAS, 

_ RECORDERS, ACCESSORIES. 


TRADE IN WELCOME 


TEL: (0895) 448224 


LARGE FREE CAR § 


PARK 
ALL ROADS LEAD TO 
EFC - 


From M40: 

Leave motorway at 

Junction 1 (Denham 

roundabout) and follow 

signs to Uxbridge. Then 

take the A408 signposted 
West-Drayton Heathrow. ‘From mas: 
Just over 1 mile on the * 
right you'll see the flags 
flying outside EFC (next 
to Queensway). 


0 years in photo graphy 


From M4: 
Leave motorway at 
Junction 4 follow signs 
for Uxbridge on A408. 
Once through West 
Drayton look out on the 
left for the flags flying 
outside EFC+we are next 
to Queensway). 


Leave at M4 intersection 
following signs to M4 
London & Heathrow. & Heathrow. 
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oe | jon 


Euro Foto Centre, High Road, Cowley, Uxbridge, Middlesex. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30; Free Parking. 


PORTABLE AUDIO - CAR AUDIO - VIDEO CASSETTE RECORDERS VIDEOMOVIE - TELEVISION - VIDEO 


RE AN ORIGINAL WITH THE ORIGINAL VIDEO TAPE. 


Jnen you're the inventors of VHS you 
Standards to live up to. So our tape guide 
and rollers are precision made from 
ineering grade materials. 
t ensures a perfectly stable tape path 
sharp ‘jitter-free originals. 
ven a humming 
ird olds up well on JVC 
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ASSETTE RECORDERS © PORTABLE AUDIO - HI-FI MIDI SYSTEMS - 
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